
i want a wife rhetorical analysis
**A Deep Dive into “I Want a Wife”: Rhetorical Analysis and Its Enduring
Impact**

i want a wife rhetorical analysis opens the door to understanding one of the
most powerful feminist essays of the 20th century. Written by Judy Brady in
1971, this piece cleverly uses satire and rhetorical strategies to challenge
societal expectations placed on wives and women in general. Exploring the
text through a rhetorical lens not only reveals Brady’s masterful use of
language but also highlights how her message continues to resonate in
contemporary discussions about gender roles.

Understanding the Context of “I Want a Wife”

Before diving into the rhetorical techniques, it’s essential to appreciate
the essay’s historical and cultural background. The early 1970s marked a
significant period for the feminist movement, with calls for gender equality
gaining momentum. Brady’s essay emerged as a response to the traditional,
often unspoken, expectations placed on wives—expectations that involved
sacrificing their own needs to cater to their husbands, children, and
household.

This context is important for any detailed i want a wife rhetorical analysis
because it frames the essay not only as a critique but also as a call to
awareness. Brady’s writing captures the frustration many women felt regarding
their roles, making her voice a pivotal one in feminist literature.

Satire as a Core Rhetorical Strategy

One of the most striking elements in the essay is Brady’s use of satire. By
adopting the persona of a husband listing all the qualities he desires in a
wife, Brady cleverly exaggerates these demands to expose their absurdity.

Using Exaggeration to Highlight Inequality

Throughout the essay, Brady piles on responsibilities and expectations that
traditionally fell on wives, including managing the household, caring for
children, supporting the husband’s career, and maintaining social
obligations. The hyperbolic tone makes readers question the fairness of these
roles.

- The exaggerated list serves as a mirror, reflecting societal norms that



often go unquestioned.
- It challenges readers, especially those who might silently accept these
roles, to reconsider their assumptions.

This exaggerated demand for a “wife” who does everything without complaint is
a powerful rhetorical move, encouraging empathy and critical thinking.

Irony and Sarcasm: A Sharp Edge

Brady’s ironic tone adds a layer of sarcasm that further intensifies the
critique. By pretending to desire a wife who meets all these exhaustive
demands, she ironically exposes how unreasonable such expectations are.

- The ironic voice invites readers to laugh but also to reflect.
- It undermines the patriarchal mindset by making it appear ridiculous.

This use of irony is a key tool in the i want a wife rhetorical analysis
because it transforms a simple list into a biting social commentary.

Ethos, Pathos, and Logos: Building a Persuasive
Argument

Brady’s essay is not just humorous; it is also a carefully crafted argument
that appeals to readers on multiple levels through ethos (credibility),
pathos (emotion), and logos (logic).

Establishing Credibility (Ethos)

Although Brady writes from a satirical perspective, she establishes ethos by
grounding her demands in real experiences and societal truths. She implicitly
positions herself as knowledgeable about the daily realities faced by wives.

- The specificity of tasks mentioned (cooking, childcare, emotional support)
adds authenticity.
- Readers can sense the author’s genuine understanding of the burdens carried
by women.

This credibility strengthens the impact of the essay, making it more than
just satire—it becomes a serious critique.

Emotional Appeal (Pathos)



Brady’s vivid descriptions evoke emotions such as sympathy, frustration, and
even outrage. By outlining the exhaustive and thankless duties expected of a
wife, she draws readers into an emotional response.

- Readers may feel empathy for the “wife” persona.
- The emotional weight helps to humanize the issues and make them relatable.

Pathos is crucial in engaging the audience, making the essay’s message
memorable and impactful.

Logical Appeal (Logos)

Despite the essay’s humorous tone, Brady’s argument is logically structured.
She presents a clear case that the societal role of a wife is burdened with
unrealistic expectations.

- The logical progression of demands highlights their cumulative weight.
- It invites readers to question the fairness and sustainability of these
expectations.

This logical appeal complements the emotional and ethical strategies,
creating a well-rounded persuasive effect.

Language and Tone: Crafting a Voice That
Resonates

Brady’s choice of language and tone plays a vital role in delivering her
message effectively.

Conversational and Accessible Language

The essay’s straightforward, conversational style makes it accessible to a
broad audience. Brady avoids complex jargon, which helps readers from various
backgrounds connect with the content.

- The informal tone invites readers into a dialogue rather than a lecture.
- It encourages self-reflection by making the issues relatable.

This accessibility is an important aspect of the i want a wife rhetorical
analysis, as it contributes to the essay’s widespread influence.



Repetition for Emphasis

One notable stylistic device Brady uses is repetition. The phrase “I want a
wife” is reiterated throughout the essay, reinforcing the central theme and
creating a rhythmic structure.

- Repetition helps to hammer home the absurdity of the demands.
- It keeps the reader focused on the core critique.

This technique aids memorability and underscores the relentless nature of the
expectations imposed on wives.

Broader Implications and Modern Relevance

Analyzing “I Want a Wife” today offers valuable insights into ongoing gender
conversations.

Continuing Conversations about Gender Roles

Many of the issues Brady raises remain relevant, as traditional gender roles
persist in various forms around the world. The essay prompts modern readers
to question:

- How much have societal expectations evolved since 1971?
- Are there still “invisible” labor and emotional burdens disproportionately
placed on women?

Reflecting on these questions reveals the essay’s enduring power and why it
remains a staple in gender studies curricula.

Inspiring Critical Thinking and Advocacy

The rhetorical strategies Brady employs serve as excellent examples for
students and advocates learning to craft compelling social critiques.

- Understanding satire and irony can help writers engage audiences
effectively.
- Recognizing appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos aids in developing balanced
arguments.

In this way, the essay not only critiques but also educates, encouraging
readers to become more thoughtful communicators.



Key Takeaways from the i want a wife rhetorical
analysis

To sum up some of the essential lessons that emerge from studying Brady’s
essay:

Satire and exaggeration can powerfully expose social injustices.

Combining emotional, ethical, and logical appeals strengthens persuasive
writing.

Repetition and accessible language help maintain reader engagement.

Contextualizing rhetoric within cultural moments deepens understanding
of its impact.

Reflecting on historical texts can illuminate contemporary social
dynamics.

These insights are invaluable for anyone interested in rhetoric, feminist
literature, or social commentary.

---

The brilliance of “I Want a Wife” lies in its ability to entertain and
provoke thought simultaneously. Through a nuanced rhetorical analysis,
readers uncover how Judy Brady’s essay skillfully dismantles entrenched
gender norms, making it a timeless piece that continues to inspire dialogue
and change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the essay 'I Want a
Wife' by Judy Brady?
The main purpose of the essay is to use satire and rhetorical devices to
highlight the unequal expectations placed on wives in traditional marriages,
emphasizing the unfairness and societal norms that expect women to fulfill
numerous demanding roles without complaint.

How does Judy Brady use satire in 'I Want a Wife' to



convey her message?
Judy Brady employs satire by exaggerating the duties and expectations of a
wife to an absurd degree, thereby critiquing the societal norms that demand
women to perform countless unpaid and thankless tasks in marriage.

What rhetorical strategies are prominent in 'I Want
a Wife'?
Prominent rhetorical strategies include repetition, irony, satire, and
rhetorical questions, all of which work together to emphasize the burdens
placed on wives and provoke critical thinking about gender roles.

How does repetition function in the essay 'I Want a
Wife'?
Repetition of the phrase 'I want a wife' serves to emphasize the extensive
list of roles and responsibilities expected from wives, reinforcing the
overwhelming nature of these expectations and intensifying the satirical
tone.

In what ways does Judy Brady use irony in her essay?
Brady uses irony by ironically listing qualities and duties she 'wants' in a
wife—qualities that highlight the unrealistic and oppressive demands placed
on women—thereby exposing the gender inequalities in marriage.

What is the effect of the tone in 'I Want a Wife'?
The tone is sarcastic and biting, which effectively engages readers by
combining humor with critique, making the serious message about gender
inequality more impactful and accessible.

How does 'I Want a Wife' challenge traditional
gender roles?
'I Want a Wife' challenges traditional gender roles by illustrating how
society expects wives to serve their husbands and families selflessly,
thereby questioning and criticizing the fairness and sustainability of these
expectations.

Why is 'I Want a Wife' considered a feminist text?
It is considered a feminist text because it critiques the patriarchal
institution of marriage and the gendered division of labor, advocating for
recognition of women's autonomy and equality within relationships.



How does the structure of 'I Want a Wife' contribute
to its rhetorical impact?
The essay's structure, which lists a series of demands with the repeated
phrase 'I want a wife,' builds momentum and reinforces the overwhelming
nature of the expectations, enhancing the satirical effect and driving home
the critique of gender roles.

Additional Resources
**A Comprehensive Rhetorical Analysis of “I Want a Wife”**

i want a wife rhetorical analysis serves as an insightful examination into
Judy Brady’s provocative essay originally published in 1971. Brady’s piece
employs satirical rhetoric to expose and critique the entrenched gender roles
and expectations placed upon wives in American society during the late
twentieth century. This analysis seeks to unpack the rhetorical strategies
deployed by Brady, exploring how her tone, structure, and persuasive
techniques contribute to the enduring power and relevance of the essay.

The phrase “I want a wife” itself is both an ironic refrain and a rhetorical
device that sets the tone for Brady’s critique. By adopting the voice of a
hypothetical husband listing the myriad responsibilities he expects from his
wife, Brady highlights the overwhelming and often invisible labor
traditionally assigned to women in domestic and social spheres. Her use of
satire invites readers to reflect critically on societal norms while
simultaneously provoking discomfort and awareness.

Contextual Background and Purpose

Understanding the historical and cultural context of “I Want a Wife” is
essential for a thorough rhetorical analysis. Published during the second-
wave feminist movement, Brady’s essay responded to widespread discussions
about gender equality, marriage dynamics, and women’s roles both inside and
outside the home. The piece functions as a feminist manifesto that challenges
the normalization of unequal domestic labor and societal expectations.

Brady’s explicit purpose is to expose the inequities in marriage roles by
exaggerating the demands placed on wives. She does not merely catalog
grievances; instead, she strategically uses irony and exaggeration to
illuminate the systemic nature of gender inequality.

Rhetorical Strategies in “I Want a Wife”



Use of Satire and Irony

One of the most effective rhetorical strategies Brady employs is satire. By
assuming the role of a husband who bluntly states his desires for a wife who
will fulfill every conceivable duty, Brady creates a hyperbolic scenario that
underscores the unrealistic and unfair expectations society places on women.
This irony is evident as the tone oscillates between seemingly
straightforward and deeply sarcastic, making the reader question the
sincerity of the narrator and recognize the absurdity of the demands.

Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

Brady’s ethos emerges through her knowledgeable and confident voice,
positioning her as an authoritative commentator on gender roles. Her
credibility is reinforced by her detailed enumeration of tasks traditionally
associated with wives, which resonates with female readers who recognize
these demands from personal experience.

Pathos is employed to evoke empathy and frustration. The exhaustive list of
responsibilities, ranging from emotional labor to household chores, appeals
to the audience’s sense of fairness and justice. By painting an image of
relentless duty, Brady encourages readers to emotionally engage with the
plight of women.

Logos is subtly woven through the logical structure of the essay. The
sequential, almost checklist-like format of the duties builds a compelling
argument that the role of a wife is overwhelming and unbalanced. The logical
progression from physical tasks to emotional and social obligations
reinforces the systemic nature of these expectations.

Repetition and Structure

The repeated phrase “I want a wife who…” operates as a rhetorical anchor
throughout the essay. This repetition serves multiple purposes: it emphasizes
the exhaustive nature of the demands, creates a rhythmic cadence that
enhances readability, and strengthens the satirical tone by mimicking the
voice of entitlement.

Structurally, the essay is composed as a single, flowing paragraph that
mirrors a stream of consciousness or a relentless litany of requirements.
This structure supports the overwhelming sense of burden that Brady aims to
communicate.



Audience and Impact

Brady’s essay targets a broad audience, including both men and women, but
especially those entrenched in traditional marital roles. By adopting the
persona of a husband, she directly addresses male readers, challenging them
to reconsider their assumptions and behaviors. Simultaneously, she empowers
women by articulating a shared experience and validating their frustrations.

The rhetorical effectiveness of “I Want a Wife” lies in its ability to
provoke reflection and discourse. It has been widely taught in academic
settings and remains relevant for contemporary discussions about gender
roles, making it a seminal text in feminist literature.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Works

When compared to other feminist essays or speeches from the same era, such as
Betty Friedan’s *The Feminine Mystique* or Gloria Steinem’s writings, Brady’s
work stands out for its concise and pointed use of satire. Unlike more formal
or academic feminist arguments, Brady’s rhetorical style is accessible and
sharply ironic, which broadens its appeal and impact.

Key Themes and Takeaways

Gender Role Expectations: The essay vividly portrays how societal norms
dictate the roles and duties of wives, often without acknowledgment or
appreciation.

Invisible Labor: Brady highlights the emotional, physical, and social
labor that wives perform, which typically goes unnoticed or unvalued.

Power Dynamics in Marriage: The piece critiques the imbalance of power,
where husbands assume entitlement to wives’ labor without reciprocal
responsibilities.

Satirical Critique as a Tool for Social Change: By using humor and
irony, Brady effectively communicates serious issues, fostering
engagement and awareness.

SEO Considerations for “I Want a Wife



Rhetorical Analysis”

For readers searching for insights into Brady’s essay, incorporating keywords
such as “Judy Brady feminism,” “satire in I Want a Wife,” “gender roles
analysis,” and “second-wave feminist literature” enhances the article’s
visibility. Integrating related terms like “feminist rhetorical strategies,”
“gender inequality in marriage,” and “irony in feminist essays” ensures
coverage of relevant search queries.

Moreover, emphasizing phrases such as “rhetorical devices in I Want a Wife,”
“analysis of Judy Brady’s essay,” and “impact of feminist satire” aligns with
common academic and educational searches, boosting the article’s SEO
performance.

The article’s neutral and investigative tone caters to students, educators,
and general readers seeking a professional breakdown without bias or
emotional overstatement. This approach ensures the content is authoritative
and trustworthy, both key factors for search ranking and reader engagement.

Exploring the essay through the lens of rhetorical analysis reveals how
Brady’s succinct yet powerful style continues to resonate. The enduring
relevance of “I Want a Wife” lies not only in its historical context but also
in its incisive critique of gender norms that persist in various forms today.
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