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constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture offers a fascinating lens
through which we can explore how identities, desires, and societal norms are shaped and
understood. This phrase encapsulates a critical approach to examining the ways in which sexualities
are not fixed or inherent but are actively constructed through cultural, historical, and social
contexts. Whether you're a student, scholar, or simply curious about the intersections of sexuality,
gender, and culture, diving into these readings can reveal the complexities and nuances that inform
contemporary understandings of human sexuality.

Understanding the Framework of Constructing
Sexualities

Before delving into specific readings, it’s important to recognize what it means to “construct”
sexualities. Unlike biological essentialism—which assumes sexuality is innate and
unchangeable—the constructivist approach argues that sexual identities and behaviors are formed
through social interactions, language, and cultural norms. This perspective challenges traditional
binaries and encourages a more fluid understanding of gender and sexual orientation.

The Role of Culture in Shaping Sexuality

Culture serves as a powerful backdrop against which sexualities are formed and expressed. Different
societies have unique beliefs, rituals, and taboos that influence how people perceive and enact
sexuality. For example, in some indigenous cultures, gender and sexual categories may exist outside
the Western binary framework, such as the recognition of Two-Spirit identities among Native
American tribes. These cultural variations highlight that sexuality is deeply contextual.

Gender as a Social Construct

Gender and sexuality are intricately linked but distinct concepts. While gender refers to the social
and cultural roles attributed to individuals based on perceived sex, sexuality relates to desire,
identity, and practices. Readings in this field often emphasize that gender itself is constructed
through repeated performances and societal expectations, a theory famously articulated by Judith
Butler. This understanding allows for a more dynamic exploration of how sexual identities emerge
and evolve.



Key Themes Explored in Constructing Sexualities
Readings

Scholars exploring sexuality, gender, and culture often engage with several interrelated themes that
enrich our understanding of sexualities as social constructions.

Intersectionality and Sexuality

One crucial theme is intersectionality—the idea that sexuality cannot be examined in isolation from
race, class, ability, and other identity markers. For instance, the experiences of queer people of color
may differ significantly from those of white queer individuals due to systemic inequalities and
cultural differences. Incorporating intersectional perspectives helps avoid one-dimensional readings
and acknowledges the diversity within sexual communities.

Power, Oppression, and Resistance

Constructing sexualities readings frequently address the ways power dynamics influence sexual
identities and expression. Michel Foucault’s seminal work on the history of sexuality highlights how
societal institutions regulate and control sexual behavior. At the same time, these readings often
explore how marginalized groups resist normative frameworks, creating spaces for alternative
expressions of desire and identity, such as through queer activism or feminist movements.

Language and Representation

Language plays a pivotal role in constructing sexualities. The terms we use to describe sexual
identities—heterosexual, bisexual, pansexual, asexual, and many others—are not just labels but tools
that shape understanding and visibility. Cultural texts, from literature to media, also contribute to
constructing sexualities by reinforcing or challenging dominant narratives. Analyzing representation
reveals how sexualities are made legible and sometimes contested in public discourse.

Practical Insights for Engaging with Sexuality, Gender,
and Culture Readings

Engaging deeply with constructing sexualities readings requires patience and openness. Here are
some tips to enrich your exploration:

e Contextualize the material: Recognize the historical and cultural backdrop of each reading.
Sexual norms have evolved, and understanding this evolution provides clarity.

¢ Reflect on personal biases: Everyone brings preconceived notions about gender and



sexuality. Being aware of these can help you engage more critically with the texts.

* Look for diverse perspectives: Seek out voices from different cultures, genders, and sexual
orientations to get a holistic view.

¢ Connect theory to lived experience: Consider how theoretical ideas resonate with or
challenge real-world experiences and stories.

Examples of Influential Readings in Constructing
Sexualities

Several landmark texts have significantly contributed to the field, shaping how we understand the
construction of sexualities in relation to gender and culture.

Michel Foucault’s "The History of Sexuality"

Foucault’s work revolutionized sexuality studies by framing sexuality as a product of discourse and
power rather than a natural given. His analysis of how sexuality is regulated through institutions like
medicine, law, and education remains foundational.

Judith Butler’s "Gender Trouble"

Butler’s exploration of gender performativity challenges fixed gender categories and reveals how
gender and sexuality are enacted through repeated behaviors. This reading is essential for
understanding the fluidity and constructed nature of identity.

Adrienne Rich’s "Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian
Existence"

Rich’s essay critiques the societal assumption that heterosexuality is the default or natural state,
highlighting how this assumption marginalizes other sexual identities and experiences.

The Future of Constructing Sexualities in Academic and
Cultural Discourses

As society continues to evolve, so too does the scholarship on sexuality, gender, and culture. Digital
media, globalization, and shifting political landscapes open new avenues for constructing and



understanding sexualities. Emerging fields like queer of color critique, trans studies, and disability
studies intersect with traditional sexuality studies to produce richer, more inclusive discourses.

Moreover, popular culture and social movements increasingly challenge rigid norms and celebrate
diversity in sexual identities, further influencing academic readings and public perceptions.
Understanding these dynamic constructions encourages empathy, respect, and a more nuanced
appreciation of human sexuality in all its diversity.

Exploring constructing sexualities readings in sexuality, gender, and culture is not just an academic
exercise—it’s a journey into the heart of what makes identity, desire, and human connection so
richly complex. Whether through theory, lived experience, or cultural analysis, these readings invite
us to rethink assumptions and embrace the fluid, ever-changing nature of sexualities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Constructing Sexualities' in the
context of sexuality, gender, and culture?

The main focus of 'Constructing Sexualities' is to explore how sexual identities and practices are
shaped and influenced by cultural, social, and historical contexts, rather than being purely innate or
biological.

How does 'Constructing Sexualities' challenge traditional
views of sexuality?

It challenges traditional views by emphasizing that sexuality is not fixed or universal but is fluid and
constructed through language, power relations, and cultural norms.

What role does gender play in the construction of sexualities
according to these readings?

Gender is central to constructing sexualities, as societal expectations and norms about masculinity
and femininity heavily influence how sexual identities are formed and expressed.

How do cultural differences impact the construction of
sexualities?

Cultural differences impact sexualities by providing diverse norms, values, and practices that shape
how individuals and communities understand and express sexual identities.

What methodologies are commonly used in readings about
constructing sexualities in sexuality, gender, and culture?

Common methodologies include qualitative approaches such as ethnography, discourse analysis, and
critical theory to analyze how sexualities are represented and constructed in various cultural



contexts.

Why is it important to study the construction of sexualities in
relation to power dynamics?

Studying the construction of sexualities in relation to power dynamics is important because it
reveals how dominant groups regulate and control sexual norms, marginalizing certain identities
and practices.

How do readings on constructing sexualities contribute to
contemporary discussions on gender and LGBTQ+ rights?

These readings contribute by highlighting the fluidity and socially constructed nature of sexual and
gender identities, supporting more inclusive and intersectional approaches to gender and LGBTQ+
rights advocacy.

Additional Resources

Constructing Sexualities Readings in Sexuality, Gender, and Culture

Constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture represent a critical area of
scholarship that interrogates the multifaceted ways in which sexual identities, desires, and
behaviors are understood, represented, and regulated across societies. This interdisciplinary field
blends insights from sociology, anthropology, cultural studies, gender studies, and queer theory to
unpack the complex interactions between sexuality, gender norms, and cultural contexts. As
discussions around sexualities become increasingly prominent in academic discourse and public
debates, understanding the frameworks through which sexualities are constructed remains essential
for advancing inclusive and nuanced perspectives on human identity.

Theoretical Foundations of Constructing Sexualities

The notion of “constructing sexualities” challenges the idea that sexual identities and expressions
are fixed, biologically determined, or universally experienced. Instead, it emphasizes that sexualities
are socially and culturally produced phenomena shaped by historical, political, and economic forces.
Influenced heavily by seminal works of scholars like Michel Foucault, Judith Butler, and Gayle Rubin,
this approach situates sexuality within power relations and discursive practices.

Foucault’s analysis in "The History of Sexuality" foregrounds how sexuality is not merely repressed
but actively constructed through societal institutions such as medicine, law, and education. Butler’s
concept of performativity further complicates this by arguing that gender and sexuality are enacted
repeatedly through behaviors and language, rather than reflecting an innate essence. Such
theoretical underpinnings highlight the fluidity and variability of sexual identities, underscoring the
importance of cultural context when analyzing sexuality.



Intersectionality and Sexuality

A critical dimension in constructing sexualities readings involves intersectionality—the recognition
that sexuality intersects with other identity markers such as race, class, ethnicity, and disability.
Intersectional approaches reveal how sexual norms and experiences differ across diverse social
groups and how systems of oppression (racism, sexism, homophobia) overlap to shape individual and
collective sexual identities.

For example, LGBTQ+ experiences in Western contexts often diverge significantly from those in
non-Western societies because of differing cultural norms, legal frameworks, and historical
experiences. By incorporating intersectionality, scholars ensure that sexuality is not studied in
isolation but as part of a broader matrix of identity and power.

Sexuality, Gender, and Culture: A Dynamic Triad

Sexuality cannot be fully understood without considering gender and culture, as these three
elements are deeply intertwined. Gender roles and expectations inform sexual behaviors and
desires, while cultural narratives establish norms about what is acceptable or taboo.

Gender Norms and Sexual Expression

Traditional gender norms often prescribe rigid roles that influence sexual identities. Masculinity and
femininity are culturally coded in ways that dictate sexual conduct—what is deemed desirable,

permissible, or deviant. For example, hegemonic masculinity may valorize heterosexual prowess and
stigmatize non-normative sexualities, while femininity might be associated with passivity or chastity.

Such norms can constrain individuals, limiting their ability to express sexualities authentically. The
process of constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture thus involves unpacking
these normative scripts and exploring how they are challenged or reinforced in different contexts.

Cultural Variability in Sexuality

Cultural frameworks deeply influence how sexuality is perceived and practiced. In some societies,
sexuality is closely linked to procreation and family lineage, while others may emphasize pleasure or
spiritual dimensions. Religious beliefs, legal codes, and traditional customs shape sexual mores,
often producing diverse sexual cultures even within the same geographical region.

Anthropological studies demonstrate that sexual identities such as “third genders” or non-binary
sexual roles exist in many cultures, defying Western binary categorizations. Recognizing this
cultural variability is crucial for constructing sexualities readings that avoid ethnocentrism and
appreciate global diversity.



Methodologies in Studying Sexualities, Gender, and
Culture

Approaches to researching sexualities and gender within cultural contexts are as varied as the
phenomena they study. Qualitative methods dominate, given the importance of capturing lived
experiences, narratives, and social meanings.

Ethnography and Participant Observation

Ethnographic research provides rich, contextualized insights into how sexualities are constructed
and experienced in everyday life. Participant observation allows scholars to observe social
interactions and cultural rituals that reveal implicit sexual norms and power dynamics.

Textual and Media Analysis

Given the role of media in shaping sexual discourses, analyzing films, television, literature, and
digital content is a vital method. Such analysis exposes how sexualities are represented, contested,
or normalized in popular culture, influencing public perceptions and individual identities.

Discourse Analysis

Discourse analysis scrutinizes language and communication around sexuality and gender,
illustrating how power relations are embedded in talk and text. It reveals how sexual identities are
narrated and the implications of these narratives for inclusion or marginalization.

Challenges and Debates in Constructing Sexualities
Readings

Despite significant advances, the study of sexuality, gender, and culture faces ongoing challenges.
One key debate centers on the tension between universalism and relativism—whether certain sexual
rights or identities should be considered universal or culturally specific.

Additionally, the rise of digital technologies and globalization complicates traditional cultural
boundaries, creating new spaces for sexual expression but also new forms of surveillance and
control. Scholars must navigate these complexities while maintaining sensitivity to diverse
experiences and avoiding reductionism.



Pros and Cons of Current Frameworks

e Pros: Emphasize fluidity and diversity, challenge oppressive norms, incorporate
intersectionality, and promote inclusivity.

¢ Cons: Risk of over-theorization detaching from lived realities, potential cultural relativism
undermining advocacy for sexual rights, and challenges in operationalizing complex identities
in policy or clinical settings.

The Future of Constructing Sexualities Readings

Emerging scholarship increasingly integrates neuroscience, biology, and technology studies to
explore how these domains intersect with cultural constructions of sexuality. There is also growing
attention to marginalized voices, including asexual, intersex, and trans experiences, broadening the
scope of analysis.

As societies continue to grapple with changing sexual norms and gender identities, constructing
sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture remain a vital tool for fostering understanding,
equity, and dialogue in both academic circles and wider communities.

Constructing Sexualities Readings In Sexuality Gender And
Culture
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constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Constructing
Sexualities Suzanne LaFont, 2003 Designed to introduce readers to a broad range of relevant ideas
and theories and to encourage critical thinking on a variety of sexuality and gender topics, this
collection of articles, classic and current, addresses the relationships between sexuality, gender, and
culture. The readings include descriptions of variations in sexual and gender ideologies, expressions
of sexuality, gender diversity, and global issues. Gay rights, transgendered movements, intersexed
awareness, female genital mutilation, male circumcision, AIDS, sex tourism, and the sex.com
explosion on the internet are all current issues addressed.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Human Sexuality
Anne Bolin, Patricia Whelehan, 2009-09-10 Human Sexuality: Biological, Psychological, and Cultural
Perspectives is a unique textbook that provides a complete analysis of this crucial aspect of life
around the world. Utilizing viewpoints across cultural and national boundaries, and deftly weaving
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evolutionary and psychological perspectives, Bolin and Whelehan go beyond the traditional evolution
and primatology to address cross-cultural and contemporary issues, as well as anthropological
contributions and psycho-social perspectives. Taking into account the evolution of human anatomy,
sexual behavior, attitudes, and beliefs, this far-reaching text goes beyond what is found in traditional
books to present a wide diversity of beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors found globally. In addition to
providing a rich array of photographs, illustrations, tables, and a glossary of terms, this
extraordinary textbook explores: pregnancy and childbirth as a bio-cultural experience life-course
issues related to gender identity, sexual orientations, behaviors, and lifestyles socioeconomic,
political, historical, and ecological influences on sexual behavior early childhood sexuality, puberty
and adolescence birth control, fertility, conception, and sexual differentiation HIV infection, AIDS,
AIDS globalization and sex work Fusing biological, socio-psychological, and cultural influences to
offer new perspectives on understanding human sexuality, its development over millions of years of
evolution, and how sexuality is embedded in specific socio-cultural contexts, this is the text for
educators and students who wish to understand human sexuality in all of its richness and
complexity.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Sexuality, Women,
and Tourism Susan Frohlick, 2013 This book is the first to focus on why and how foreign Western
women engage in cross-border sexual and intimate relations as tourists travelling, or temporarily
dwelling, in a Central American country. The book combines descriptions of women's travels and
sexual relations across racial and class boundaries with feminism, postcolonial theory, and
poststructuralist theories of gender and sexuality, to show how tourism as a wide range and set of
desires serves as a central shaping force in the formation of women's sexual subjectivities in
contemporary life in postindustrial capitalism. In doing so it offers new insights into how tourist
women express heterosexuality shaped by gender, race, class, and identities.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Queerly Canadian,
Second Edition Scott Rayter, Laine Halpern Zisman, 2022-09-14 In the second edition of this
remarkable and comprehensive anthology, many of Canada's leading sexuality studies scholars
examine the fundamental role that sexuality has played—and continues to play—in the building of
our nation, and in our national narratives, myths, and anxieties about Canadian identity. Thoroughly
updated, this new edition features twenty-six new chapters on topics including Indigenous kinship,
Blackness, masculinity, disability, queer resistance, and sex education. Covering both historical and
contemporary perspectives on nation and community, law and criminal justice, organizing and
activism, health and medicine, education, marriage and family, sport, and popular culture and
representation, the essays also take a strong intersectional approach, integrating analyses of race,
class, and gender. This interdisciplinary collection is essential for the Canadian sexuality studies
classroom, and for anyone interested in the mythologies and realities of queer life in Canada.
FEATURES: - Sixty percent new and expanded content with twenty-six new chapters - Thoroughly
updated to reflect a strong emphasis on the diversity of queer experiences and identities in Canada -
Each chapter includes a brief introduction, written for this collection by the author, that provides
helpful context about their work for both students and teachers

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Identity Politics in
Deconstruction Carolyn D'Cruz, 2016-05-13 Identity politics dominates the organisation of liberation
movements today. This is the case whether fighting over one's birthright to a nation, such as in the
Palestinian/Israeli conflict; lobbying for civil rights, such as in gay and lesbian campaigns for
marriage; or struggling for citizenry recognition as currently experienced by asylum seekers. In this
book Carolyn D'Cruz investigates the nexus between what David Birch describes as ‘the seemingly
impossible of high theory and the seemingly accessible possibilities of popular discourse’, as
encountered in liberation movements based on identity. D'Cruz reworks the logic of such movements
through the unique combination of Derridean deconstruction, Foucauldian discourse and Levinasian
ethics. Moving both within and between the domains of philosophy, politics and ‘postmodern culture
this book offers both a clear explication of complex philosophical issues and an understanding of
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how they relate to the political practicalities of everyday life.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Understanding
Transgender Identities James K. Beilby, Paul Rhodes Eddy, 2019-11-05 One of the most pressing
issues facing the evangelical church today involves dramatic shifts in our culture's perceptions
regarding human sexuality. While homosexuality and same-sex marriage have been at the forefront,
there is a new cultural awareness of sexual diversity and gender dysphoria. The transgender
phenomenon has become a high-profile battleground issue in the culture wars. This book offers a
full-scale dialogue on transgender identities from across the Christian theological spectrum. It
brings together contributors with expertise and platforms in the study of transgender identities to
articulate and defend differing perspectives on this contested topic. After an introductory chapter
surveys key historical moments and current issues, four views are presented by Owen Strachan,
Mark A. Yarhouse and Julia Sadusky, Megan K. DeFranza, and Justin Sabia-Tanis. The authors
respond to one another's views in a respectful manner, modeling thoughtful dialogue around a
controversial theological issue. The book helps readers understand the spectrum of views among
Christians and enables Christian communities to establish a context where conversations can safely
be held.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Creating a Visual
World: From Concepts to Classrooms Elena Xeni, 2019-07-22 This volume was first published by
Inter-Disciplinary Press in 2015. The critical role of visual literacies in the 21st century realm is
widely acknowledged and the construction of the profile of the visual literate person as a responsible
participant in the face of global challenged is a top listed goal in nowadays agenda.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: The Kaleidoscope of
Gender Catherine G. Valentine, Mary Nell Trautner, Joan Z. Spade, 2019-03-07 The authors are
proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling graduate
students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning
workshop. The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms, Patterns, and Possibilities provides an accessible,
timely, and stimulating overview of the cutting-edge literature and theoretical frameworks in
sociology and related fields in order to understand the social construction of gender. The
kaleidoscope metaphor and its three themes—prisms, patterns, and possibilities—unify topic areas
throughout the book. By focusing on the prisms through which gender is shaped, the patterns which
gender takes, and the possibilities for social change, the reader gains a deeper understanding of
ourselves and our relationships with others, both locally and globally. Editors Catherine Valentine,
Mary Nell Trautner, and the work of Joan Spade, focus on the paradigms and approaches to gender
studies that are constantly changing and evolving. The Sixth Edition includes incorporation of
increased emphasis on global perspectives, updated contemporary social movements, such as
#BlackLivesMatter and #MeToo, and an updated focus on gendered violence.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Indigenous Religions
Stephen Hunt, 2017-03-02 This volume on Indigenous Religions in The Library of Essays on
Sexuality and Religion series focuses on indigenous religions and their attitudes towards human
sexuality. Through previously-published articles the volume gives full scope to attitudes towards
sexuality found in a vast range of contrasting expressions of religiosity outside of the so-called
‘World Faiths'. Examples are taken from cultures as far afield as Africa, Australasia, South America
and the Pacific islands. Part 1 includes a number of articles centring on the role of sexuality in rites
of passage and initiation in relation to liminality, maturity and reproduction. Part 2 examines the
relationship between sexuality, spirit possession and witchcraft. Part 3 includes such areas as
religion, gender, patriarchy and both hetero-sexualality and non-heterosexuality. The final part
considers sexuality and indigenous religions in a changing and globalised world and entails the
themes of sexuality as expressed through 'cargo cults', pilgrimage and religiosity in the context of
colonial dominance.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Queer Mobilizations
Manon Tremblay, 2015-05-15 Ever since certain homosexual acts were decriminalized in 1969,



queer activists have fought for - and won - a series of public policy battles in governments across
Canada. As Queer Mobilizations shows, anti-discrimination legislation, the extension of benefits to
same-sex couples, the right to marry, adoption rights, and the protection of gay-straight alliances in
schools did not result from a single act nor from the work of a single organization but rather from
the concerted efforts of many people, in many places, over many years. This volume examines the
relationships between LGBTQ activists and local, provincial, and federal governments. The
contributors explore how various governments have tried to regulate and repress LGBTQ
movements, and how, in turn, queer activists have successfully shaped public policy, across the
political spectrum, from city halls to the House of Commons.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Handbook of Diversity
in Feminist Psychology Hope Landrine, Nancy Felipe Russo, 2009-12-17 With the publication of the
Handbook of Diversity in Feminist Psychology, the field of feminist psychology has achieved a new
depth; the volume is a sophisticated and cutting-edge compendium that not only describes the state
of the field, but also pushes its boundaries in important ways.----Sex Roles: A Journal of Research
Critical for all those who are in the field of psychology to own, refer to, and use. No longer are
diversity and gender issues considered to be on the periphery as they once were....one would be
remiss in not considering these factors in psychology. --Florence L. Denmark, PhD (From the
Foreword) Author, Psychology of Women FINALLY--A collection of work that is built on decades, if
not centuries, of hard work from many feminists of color and our allies! This is one of the few books
that delves deeply into the complex world of considering the human condition in cultural context,
something psychology is only [relatively] recently trying to do. This book is a must have for anyone
interested in feminism OR diversity issues. It is a great example of feminist multiculturalism and
both fields (i.e., feminism and multicultural psychology) should consider it an example of how to
merge theoretical orientations in a way that is fitting for real people. I LOVE this book! --Geneva
Reynaga-Abiko, Psy.D. This handbook presents a multicultural approach to diversity in feminist
psychology. Provocative and timely, the text comprehensively discusses the cutting-edge of feminist
discourse, covering major topics such as multicultural feminist theory, gender discrimination, aging,
health and therapy, violence and harassment, politics and policy, and much more. The unique quality
of this book is that each contributor brings her own cultural perspective, values, and concerns to her
chapter. Special emphasis is also given to the intersectionality of minority identities such as race,
ethnicity, social class, sexual preference, and other socially constructed status differences among
women. Key Topics Discussed: Intimate partner violence: perspectives from ethnic groups in the
United States Gender-transgressive sexual minorities HIV/AIDS among women of color and sexual
minority women Psychological perspectives on older women, including transitions, cognitive
functioning, and mental health Ethnicity, disordered eating, and body image Methodological and
statistical issues in research with diverse samples Low-income women, women with disabilities,
workers, and immigrants/refugees

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Foucault and the
Government of Disability Shelley Lynn Tremain, 2015-06-02 Foucault and the Government of
Disability considers the continued relevance of Foucault to disability studies, as well as the growing
significance of disability studies to understandings of Foucault. A decade ago, this international
collection provocatively responded to Foucault’s call to question what is regarded as natural,
inevitable, ethical, and liberating. The book’s contributors draw on Foucault to scrutinize a range of
widely endorsed practices and ideas surrounding disability, including rehabilitation, community
care, impairment, normality and abnormality, inclusion, prevention, accommodation, and special
education. In this revised and expanded edition, four new essays extend and elaborate the lines of
inquiry by problematizing (to use Foucault’s term) the epistemological, political, and ethical
character of the supercrip, the racialized war on autism, the performativity of intellectual disability,
and the potent mixture of neoliberalism and biopolitics in the context of physician-assisted suicide.
“[A]n important, prescient, and necessary contribution...a kind of litmus test for the efficacy of
Foucault’s concepts in the study of disability, concepts that lead to a refusal of the biological




essentialism implied in the disability/impairment binary.” —Foucault Studies “Tremain has done an
exceptional job at organizing and procuring important, rigorously argued, and entertaining essays....
This book should be a mandatory read for anyone interested in contemporary philosophical debates
surrounding the experience of disability. —Essays in Philosophy “A beautiful exploration of how
Foucault’s analytics of power and genealogies of discursive knowledges can open up new avenues
for thinking critically about phenomena that many of us take to be inevitable and thus new ways of
resisting and possibly at times redirecting the forces that shape our lives. Every scholar, every
person with an interest in Foucault or in political theory generally, needs to read this book.”
—Ladelle McWhorter, University of Richmond

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Critical Sexual
Literacy Gilbert Herdt, Michelle Marzullo, Nicole Polen Petit, 2021-08-03 This book is a new and
exciting resource for teachers, students, and activists who aim to critically examine contemporary
sexuality through the lens of sexual literacy and situated social analysis. This original anthology
provides shorter cutting-edge essays on theory, method, and activism, including the nature of
globalization and local sexuality discovered in ‘glocal’ topics, processes and contexts.Within the
anthology, students, educators, practitioners, and policy makers will find critical conversations
regarding a wide array of sexual topics that impact our world currently. These cutting-edge essays
inform readers of key moments in sexual history, including areas relating to research, practice and
social policy, and provide a platform from which to engage in rich discussion and forecast the
development of sexual literacy in our world within multiple contexts.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Gender and Human
Rights Ekaterina Yahyaoui Krivenko, 2020-12-25 This unique book analyses the impact of
international human rights on the concept of gender, demonstrating that gender emerged in the
medical study of sexuality and has a complex and broad meaning beyond the sex and gender binaries
often assumed by human rights law. The book illustrates which dynamics within the field of human
rights hinder the expansion of the concept of gender beyond binaries and which strategies and
mechanisms allow and facilitate such an expansion.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Queering
Representation Manon Tremblay, 2019-11-15 Political representation matters. And representation
requires participation: voting, joining political parties, running as candidates, acting as politicians.
Yet the election of openly LGBTQ people is a relatively recent phenomenon in the West. Queering
Representation explores long-ignored issues relating to LGBTQ voters and politicians in Canada.
What are the LGBTQ electorate’s characteristics and voting behaviours, and what empowerment has
it achieved through electoral systems? How do straight voters view out LGBTQ politicians, and what
part do the media play in framing these perceptions? What pathways to power do LGBTQ politicians
follow? Do they represent LGBTQ people and communities in particular, and, if so, how is this role
articulated? And finally, how do Canadian party ideologies shape LGBTQ representation? The
contributors to Queering Representation address these questions by offering diverse, nuanced
readings of political representation, shining a spotlight on relations between electoral processes and
LGBTQ communities.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Homophobias David A.
B. Murray, 2009-12-23 A collection that analyzes homophobic violence from an anthropological,
cross-cultural perspective.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Transpeople
Christopher Shelley, 2008-01-01 Shelley studies both the inadvertent challenges that transpeople
make to traditional sex and gender definitions, and the reactions of resistance, defensiveness, and
phobias of non-trans people when sex and gender norms are challenged.

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Ethics John K. Roth,
2005

constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Constructing
Sexualities University of Windsor. Humanities Research Group, 1993



constructing sexualities readings in sexuality gender and culture: Intersexualidades Nuria
Gregori Flor, 2024-04-05 ¢A qué nos referimos con intersexualidad? ¢Hablamos de diagnosticos
médicos, de cuerpos, de identidades, de subjetividades o de politicas? ¢Son personas intersexuales
las que en algiin momento han sido etiquetadas con el nombre de alguna “anomalia”, “sindrome” o
“diferencia” en su desarrollo sexual? ¢Son aquellas cuyas caracteristicas sexuales a nivel genético,
hormonal, gonadal o genital no encajan en esquemas binarios? ¢O las que fueron intervenidas
quirdrgicamente para que sus cuerpos se ajustaran a los estdndares femeninos o masculinos? Pues
podrian ser todas ellas, pero también ninguna de ellas. En dos décadas, hemos pasado de que este
fuera un asunto invisible, confinado al ambito médico, a que en la actualidad se haya convertido en
una cuestion emergente a nivel mediatico, politico y legislativo. Sin embargo, la visibilidad ha tenido
algin que otro efecto colateral: hoy la desinformacion sobre el tema y la polarizacion de posiciones
sigue creciendo. Por ello, al igual que la naturaleza no entiende de tallas tnicas ni de dicotomias
tefiidas de rosa y azul, este ensayo propone abandonar respuestas simplistas, titulares
sensacionalistas y falsos dualismos.
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