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**The History of Separation of Church and State: Tracing the Roots of a
Foundational Principle**

history of separation of church and state is a fascinating journey through
time, exploring how societies have navigated the complex relationship between
religious institutions and government authority. This principle, which today
is often seen as a cornerstone of modern democracies, was not always
universally accepted or clearly defined. Understanding its historical
evolution helps shed light on why it remains a vital topic in contemporary
political and social discourse.

Origins of the Concept: Early Interactions
Between Religion and Power

The intertwining of religious authority and political power is almost as old
as civilization itself. In ancient societies, rulers often derived their
legitimacy from divine right or were considered gods themselves. For example,
in Ancient Egypt, Pharaohs were seen as earthly embodiments of gods, blending
religious leadership with political governance seamlessly.

However, the idea of separating these spheres began to take shape in
different cultures and eras. In Ancient Greece, philosopher Socrates
questioned the divine justification of laws, planting seeds for critical
examination of religious influence on governance. Similarly, the Roman
Empire, despite its polytheistic traditions, started to delineate between
civic duties and religious practices, especially as Christianity emerged and
later became the state religion.

The Role of Religion in Medieval Europe

Medieval Europe is perhaps the most illustrative period for understanding the
tensions that sparked the push towards separation. The Catholic Church
wielded tremendous influence, often rivaling or surpassing that of kings and
emperors. The Papacy not only controlled spiritual matters but also had a
hand in political decisions, land ownership, and even warfare.

The Investiture Controversy of the 11th and 12th centuries exemplifies this
clash, where the Holy Roman Emperors and Popes disputed over who had the
authority to appoint church officials. This conflict underscored the need for
clearer boundaries between ecclesiastical and secular powers.

Enlightenment Thinkers and the Birth of Modern
Separation

The Enlightenment era of the 17th and 18th centuries was pivotal in shaping



modern ideas about the separation of church and state. Thinkers like John
Locke, Voltaire, and Montesquieu argued for religious tolerance and the
protection of individual liberties against authoritarian religious rule.

John Locke’s "Letter Concerning Toleration" is particularly influential,
advocating that civil government’s role is to protect life, liberty, and
property—not to enforce religious conformity. Locke insisted that faith is a
personal matter and that the state should remain neutral in religious affairs
to prevent persecution and social unrest.

Similarly, Voltaire’s sharp critiques of the Catholic Church’s power and
advocacy for freedom of thought reinforced the growing sentiment that
religion and government should operate independently for society to flourish.

The American Experiment: Separation in the
Constitution

The history of separation of church and state in the United States offers a
clear example of how Enlightenment ideas were put into practice. The First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in 1791, famously prohibits laws
“respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” This clause – often referred to as the Establishment Clause –
enshrines the principle of separation in American law.

Thomas Jefferson famously coined the phrase “a wall of separation between
Church & State” in an 1802 letter, encapsulating the intent behind the First
Amendment. This metaphor captured the vision of preventing government
endorsement or interference in religious matters, ensuring religious freedom
and pluralism.

The U.S. Supreme Court has since played a crucial role in interpreting this
separation, balancing religious freedoms with government interests across
numerous landmark cases.

Separation of Church and State Around the World

While the American model is well-known, various countries have their distinct
approaches to church-state relations, reflecting their unique histories and
cultures.

Europe’s Diverse Approaches

In many European countries, the church historically held a privileged
position, often as a state church. For example, the Church of England is an
established church with formal ties to the British monarchy and government.
Yet, over time, even these nations have moved toward greater secularization
and religious neutrality in public affairs.

France’s laïcité policy stands out as a rigorous form of secularism, firmly
separating religion from state activities and emphasizing public neutrality.
Established after the French Revolution, laïcité has shaped French laws
restricting religious symbols in public institutions and promoting secular



civic life.

Secularism in Other Regions

In Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk implemented strict secular reforms in the
early 20th century, abolishing the caliphate and establishing a secular
republic. These changes aimed to modernize the nation and reduce religious
influence on governance.

Conversely, some countries maintain closer ties between religion and state,
such as Iran, where the government is a theocratic republic with religious
leaders playing central roles in political power. This contrast highlights
ongoing global debates about the appropriate relationship between religion
and politics.

Why the Separation of Church and State Matters
Today

Understanding the history of separation of church and state is vital because
the principle continues to influence contemporary issues, from education and
healthcare to freedom of speech and civil rights.

Religious freedom, a direct outcome of separating church and state, allows
individuals to worship (or not worship) without government coercion. It
fosters pluralism in increasingly diverse societies, helping prevent
sectarian conflict.

Moreover, keeping government neutral on religious matters ensures that laws
and policies are made based on reason, evidence, and public interest rather
than religious doctrine. This neutrality protects minority faiths and non-
believers alike, promoting fairness and inclusion.

Challenges and Debates in Modern Times

Despite its foundational role, the separation of church and state is often
contested. Debates arise over issues like prayer in public schools, religious
symbols on government property, and faith-based initiatives receiving public
funding.

In many democracies, courts and legislatures grapple with balancing respect
for religious expression with maintaining secular governance. The history
behind this principle provides crucial context for navigating these complex
discussions.

Lessons from History: Navigating the Future of
Church-State Relations

Reflecting on the history of separation of church and state reveals that this
principle is not static but evolves with societal values and challenges. It



reminds us that:

Clear boundaries between religious and political authority can prevent
abuses of power and protect individual freedoms.

Religious tolerance and pluralism thrive when governments remain neutral
and inclusive.

Ongoing dialogue and legal interpretation are essential to adapt
separation principles to contemporary realities.

As societies continue to change, the lessons from history provide a guiding
framework to uphold both religious liberty and democratic governance in
harmony.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'separation of church and state' concept?

The 'separation of church and state' is the principle that government
institutions and representatives should remain independent from religious
institutions and leaders, ensuring that religious groups do not interfere in
government affairs and vice versa.

When and where did the idea of separation of church
and state originate?

The idea can be traced back to Enlightenment thinkers in the 17th and 18th
centuries, such as John Locke, who advocated for religious tolerance and the
distinction between civil government and religious authority. It was
prominently incorporated into American political thought during the drafting
of the U.S. Constitution.

How did Thomas Jefferson contribute to the concept of
separation of church and state?

Thomas Jefferson famously articulated the concept in his 1802 letter to the
Danbury Baptist Association, describing the First Amendment as creating a
'wall of separation between Church & State,' emphasizing that government
should not establish or interfere with religion.

How does the U.S. Constitution address the separation
of church and state?

The U.S. Constitution addresses this principle primarily through the First
Amendment, which prohibits Congress from making laws establishing a religion
or prohibiting the free exercise of religion, effectively preventing the
government from endorsing or supporting any religion.



What historical conflicts led to the push for
separation of church and state?

Historical conflicts such as religious wars in Europe, persecution of
religious minorities, and the dominance of state churches motivated the
development of separation to protect religious freedom and prevent
government-imposed religion.

How has the separation of church and state evolved in
modern times?

In modern times, the separation principle has been interpreted by courts to
address issues like prayer in public schools, government funding of religious
organizations, and religious symbols on public property, continually
balancing religious freedom with government neutrality.

Why is the separation of church and state important
in democratic societies?

It ensures religious freedom for all citizens by preventing government
favoritism or discrimination based on religion, promotes pluralism, and
protects both religious institutions and government from undue influence,
fostering a fair and inclusive society.

Additional Resources
History of Separation of Church and State: A Complex Evolution of Governance
and Religion

history of separation of church and state is a critical narrative that tracks
the evolving relationship between religious institutions and political
governance across centuries. This concept, pivotal to modern secular
democracies, underscores the principle that government and religious bodies
should remain distinct entities to preserve individual freedoms, prevent
religious tyranny, and ensure impartial governance. Understanding this
history provides essential context for contemporary debates surrounding
religious influence in politics and public life.

Origins and Early Influences

The idea of separating church and state is not a modern invention; it has
roots stretching back to antiquity. Ancient civilizations, such as Rome and
Greece, exhibited varying degrees of religious influence on governance. In
Rome, state religion was intertwined with political authority, yet emperors
also acted as religious figures, blurring lines between secular and sacred
power. However, the explicit conceptualization of separation as understood
today did not exist.

The turning point emerged during the Middle Ages in Europe, where the
Catholic Church wielded immense power, often superseding monarchs in
political authority. The Investiture Controversy (11th-12th centuries)
exemplified this struggle, as popes and emperors clashed over appointing
church officials, highlighting competing claims between spiritual and



temporal powers.

The Reformation and Its Impact

The Protestant Reformation in the 16th century marked a fundamental shift in
the church-state dynamic. Reformers like Martin Luther challenged the
Catholic Church’s authority, not only theologically but also politically. The
resultant religious fragmentation led to wars of religion across Europe,
notably the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648), which devastated much of the
continent.

The Peace of Westphalia (1648), concluding the war, is often cited as a
milestone in establishing state sovereignty and the principle of non-
interference in domestic affairs, including religion. This treaty laid
groundwork for the modern nation-state system and implicitly advanced the
idea that secular rulers could govern without direct church control.

Philosophical Foundations of Separation

The Enlightenment era further solidified the intellectual basis for the
separation of church and state. Philosophers and political theorists
emphasized reason, individual rights, and skepticism toward traditional
authority, including religious dominance over state affairs.

John Locke’s writings were particularly influential. In his "Letter
Concerning Toleration" (1689), Locke argued for religious tolerance and the
idea that government’s role is limited to civil interests, not spiritual
salvation. He posited that coercing religious belief was both ineffective and
unjust, advocating for a clear boundary between ecclesiastical and
governmental jurisdictions.

Similarly, Voltaire championed religious freedom and criticized the church’s
interference in politics. These Enlightenment principles permeated
revolutionary movements and constitutional designs in the 18th century,
notably influencing the United States and France.

The American Experiment

The United States provides a seminal example in the history of separation of
church and state. The framers of the U.S. Constitution drew on Enlightenment
ideas to craft a system that protected religious liberty while preventing
government establishment of religion.

The First Amendment, ratified in 1791, explicitly prohibits Congress from
making laws respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting its free
exercise. This “Establishment Clause” and “Free Exercise Clause” embody the
dual protections that define American religious freedom and secular
governance.

Thomas Jefferson famously described this principle as a “wall of separation
between church and state” in his 1802 letter to the Danbury Baptist
Association. Over time, this metaphor shaped legal interpretations and public
discourse on religious neutrality in government functions.



Global Perspectives and Variations

While the history of separation of church and state is often associated with
Western political development, its principles and implementations vary
globally.

Europe’s Diverse Models

Many European countries maintain established churches, such as the Church of
England in the United Kingdom or the Evangelical Church in Germany, where
religion and state retain formal ties. However, these nations often operate
with high degrees of religious freedom and secular governance in practice.

France represents a contrasting model, institutionalizing laïcité—strict
secularism—especially after the 1905 law separating church and state. Laïcité
emphasizes the exclusion of religious influence from public institutions and
promotes a neutral public sphere, often sparking debates about religious
expression in schools and government.

Middle East and Religious Governance

In several Middle Eastern countries, the intertwining of religious law and
state authority remains predominant. Nations like Iran operate under
theocratic principles where religious leaders hold supreme political power,
and Islamic law governs civil matters.

These models, while historically rooted in religious tradition, contrast
sharply with secular frameworks, illustrating the ongoing global tension
between religious authority and political governance.

Contemporary Challenges and Debates

The history of separation of church and state continues to inform modern
challenges relating to religion’s role in public life. Issues such as prayer
in public schools, government funding of religious organizations, and the
display of religious symbols in public spaces remain contentious.

Critics of strict separation argue that religion plays a vital role in public
morality and social cohesion, suggesting that policies should accommodate
religious expression. Conversely, advocates warn that blurring the lines
risks privileging certain faiths, undermining pluralism and potentially
infringing on individual rights.

Court rulings, particularly in the United States, frequently navigate this
delicate balance. The Supreme Court’s interpretations of the Establishment
Clause and the Free Exercise Clause evolve with societal shifts, reflecting
the dynamic nature of church-state relations.



Technology and Globalization

In the digital age, the history of separation of church and state intersects
with new challenges posed by social media, global communication, and
transnational religious movements. Governments must balance combating
religious extremism with protecting freedom of expression and belief.

Moreover, migration and multiculturalism have introduced diverse religious
traditions into secular societies, prompting reconsiderations of how
separation principles apply in increasingly pluralistic contexts.

Key Features and Pros & Cons of Separation

Understanding the history of separation of church and state also involves
examining its practical implications.

Pros: Protection of religious freedom, prevention of religious
persecution, promotion of government neutrality, and encouragement of
pluralism.

Cons: Potential marginalization of religious voices in public discourse,
conflicts over religious accommodations, and debates over the role of
religion in moral or social policy.

Features: Legal frameworks such as constitutional clauses, judicial
oversight, policies on religious symbols and education, and public
debates shaping secularism.

These aspects reveal the complexity of maintaining a balance that respects
both religious freedom and secular governance.

The history of separation of church and state is a multifaceted journey
shaped by philosophical thought, political upheaval, and societal evolution.
As nations continue to grapple with religion’s role in public life, the
legacy of this history remains deeply relevant, guiding efforts to uphold
both freedom of conscience and effective governance.

History Of Separation Of Church And State
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Americans. In 1802, President Thomas Jefferson distilled a leading idea in the early American
republic and wrote of a wall of separation between church and state. That metaphor has come down
from Jefferson to twenty-first-century Americans through a long history of jurisprudence, political
contestation, and cultural influence. This book traces the development of the concept of separation
of church and state and the Supreme Court's application of it in the law. Green finds that
conservative criticisms of a separation of church and state overlook the strong historical and
jurisprudential pedigree of the idea. Yet, arguing with liberal advocates of the doctrine, he notes
that the idea remains fundamentally vague and thus open to loose interpretation in the courts. As
such, the history of a wall of separation is more a variable index of American attitudes toward the
forces of religion and state. Indeed, Green argues that the Supreme Court's use of the wall metaphor
has never been essential to its rulings. The contemporary battle over the idea of a wall of separation
has thus been a distraction from the real jurisprudential issues animating the contemporary courts.
  history of separation of church and state: Separation of Church and State Robert L. Cord,
1982
  history of separation of church and state: Church And State In American History John F
Wilson, 2018-03-08 Provides the key source materialshistorical and legalfor understanding the
relationship of church and state.. The controversies surrounding aid to parochial schools, blue laws,
school prayer, and birth control programs have been central to the ongoing search for the proper
boundary between religious and political authority in America. This concise volume features
chronologically organized selections from such official documents as colonial charters, court
opinions, and legislation, along with incisive twentieth-century interpretations of the issues they
treat. Historical figures as diverse as John F. Kennedy, Perry Miller, Reinhold Niebhur, and Paul
Blanshard, together with contemporary ones illuminate the interrelationships between the legal,
political, and religious structures of American society. We encounter controversies every day that
concern school vouchers, prayer in schools and stadiums, religious symbols in public spaces, and tax
support for faith-based social initiatives as well as arguments among advocates of pro-choice and
pro-life positions. These and other issues are at the center of an ongoing search for a means to
delineate the interactions among religious and political authorities-- initially in the United States but
increasingly in the rest of the world as well. This concise volume presents chronologically-organized
chapters that include selections from documents like colonial charters, opinions of the Supreme
Court and salient legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and incisive interpretations of
the issues by modern scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John F. Kennedy, and Sandra
Day OConnor speak from these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Reinhold Niebuhr, John
Courtney Murray, and Robert Bellah. Church and State in American History addresses the difficult
relationships among the political and religious structures of our society and the emergence of an
American solution to the church-state problem.
  history of separation of church and state: Church and State in American History John
Wilson, Donald Drakeman, 2019-10-31 Church and State in American History illuminates the
complex relationships among the political and religious authority structures of American society, and
illustrates why church-state issues have remained controversial since our nation’s founding. It has
been in classroom use for over 50 years. John Wilson and Donald Drakeman explore the notion of
America as “One Nation Under God” by examining the ongoing debate over the relationship of
church and state in the United States. Prayers and religious symbols in schools and other public
spaces, school vouchers and tax support for faith-based social initiatives continue to be
controversial, as are arguments among advocates of pro-choice and pro-life positions. The updated
4th edition includes selections from colonial charters, Supreme Court decisions, and federal
legislation, along with contemporary commentary and incisive interpretations by modern scholars.
Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, Anne Hutchinson, James Madison, John F. Kennedy, and
Sandra Day O’Connor speak from these pages, as do Robert Bellah, Clarence Thomas, and Ruth
Bader Ginsberg. The continuing public and scholarly interest in this field, as well as a significant
evolution in the Supreme Court’s church-state jurisprudence, renders this timely re-edition as



essential reading for students of law, American History, Religion, and Politics.
  history of separation of church and state: Church And State In American History John F
Wilson, Donald Drakeman, 2003-02-06 Provides the key source materials--historical and legal--for
understanding the relationship of church and state.
  history of separation of church and state: Thomas Jefferson and the Wall of Separation
Between Church and State Daniel Dreisbach, 2003-10 No phrase in American letters than Thomas
Jefferson's phrase, wall of separation between church and state, has had a more profound influence
on church-state law, policy, and discourse and few metaphors have provoked more passionate
debate. Introduced in an 1802 letter to the Danbury, Connecticut Baptist Association, Jefferson's
wall is accepted by many Americans as a concise description of the U.S. Constitution's church-state
arrangement and conceived as a virtual rule of constitutional law. Dreisbach offers an in-depth
examination of the origins, controversial uses, and competing interpretations of this powerful
metaphor in law and public policy. - from publisher information.
  history of separation of church and state: Proclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land
Edwin S. Gaustad, 2003-06-12 Should prayer be allowed in public schools? Should biology be taught
according to Darwin or to the book of Genesis? Why is polygamy against the law? These are just a
few of the questions that touch our lives directly and emerge out of the separation of church and
state. In this volume, one of the most distinguished scholars of American religious history traces the
complicated relationship of church and state from the early colonial period, through the unique
American experiment in religious liberty after the Revolution, to the ongoing debate over religious
issues in our schools and communities. Edwin Gaustad relates entertaining and edifying accounts of
headline-grabbing court trials involving polygamy, witchcraft, and church taxation. He quotes
moving passages from the speeches and writings of American Presidents and Supreme Court
justices to prove that, to paraphrase Michelangelo, religious liberty is made up of a series of trifles,
but religious liberty is no trifle.
  history of separation of church and state: Separation of Church and State Frank Lambert,
2014 Frank Lambert tackles the central claims of the Religious Right historians who insist that
America was conceived as a Christian State, that modern-day liberals and secularists have distorted
and/or ignored the place of religion in American history, and that the phrase the separation of
church and state does not appear in any of the founding documents and is, therefore, a myth created
by the Left. He discusses what separates bad history from good history, and concludes that the
self-styled historians of the Religious Right create a useful past that enlists the nation's founders on
behalf of present-day conservative religious and political causes. ¶ Through the use of selective
quotations lifted out of context and interpreted through faulty logic, the result is a politicized
religious history that says more about the Religious Right than it does about the nation's founders.
Lambert believes that the most effective means of critiquing such misuse of history is sound
historical investigation that considers all the evidence, not just that which supports an author's
biases, and draws reasonable conclusions grounded in historical context. ¶ The result exposes the
Religious Right history as fabrications and halftruths. In fact, one of the foundational principles of
the Constitution is that of separation as the key to safeguarding freedom: separation of powers,
separation of federal and state governments, and separation of church and state. Book jacket.
  history of separation of church and state: Separation of Church and State Philip
Hamburger, 2009-07-01 Hamburger argues that separation of church and state has no historical
foundation in the First Amendment and shows that eighteenth-century Americans almost never
invoked this principle. Although Jefferson and others retrospectively claimed a First Amendment
basis for separation, it became part of American constitutional law only much later.
  history of separation of church and state: History of the United States of America,
Under the Constitution: 1817-1831. Era of good feeling James Schouler, 1894
  history of separation of church and state: Church And State In American History John F
Wilson, 2018-03-08 Provides the key source materialshistorical and legalfor understanding the
relationship of church and state.. The controversies surrounding aid to parochial schools, blue laws,



school prayer, and birth control programs have been central to the ongoing search for the proper
boundary between religious and political authority in America. This concise volume features
chronologically organized selections from such official documents as colonial charters, court
opinions, and legislation, along with incisive twentieth-century interpretations of the issues they
treat. Historical figures as diverse as John F. Kennedy, Perry Miller, Reinhold Niebhur, and Paul
Blanshard, together with contemporary ones illuminate the interrelationships between the legal,
political, and religious structures of American society. We encounter controversies every day that
concern school vouchers, prayer in schools and stadiums, religious symbols in public spaces, and tax
support for faith-based social initiatives as well as arguments among advocates of pro-choice and
pro-life positions. These and other issues are at the center of an ongoing search for a means to
delineate the interactions among religious and political authorities-- initially in the United States but
increasingly in the rest of the world as well. This concise volume presents chronologically-organized
chapters that include selections from documents like colonial charters, opinions of the Supreme
Court and salient legislation, along with contemporary commentary, and incisive interpretations of
the issues by modern scholars. Figures as divergent as John Winthrop, John F. Kennedy, and Sandra
Day OConnor speak from these pages as directly as Paul Blanshard, Reinhold Niebuhr, John
Courtney Murray, and Robert Bellah. Church and State in American History addresses the difficult
relationships among the political and religious structures of our society and the emergence of an
American solution to the church-state problem.
  history of separation of church and state: Why the Religious Right Is Wrong About
Separation of Church and State Robert Boston, 2010-09-30 Award-winning journalist Robert Boston
lambastes the zealots of the Religious Right for spreading misinformation about the constitutional
principle of the separation of church and state. Boston reveals how a band of ultraconservative
religious groups with a political agenda - led primarily by televangelist Pat Robertson - is conducting
a systematic war aginst the separation of church and state. The tactics of these groups are designed
to exploit unfounded fears and turn the American people against the separationist principle. They
will not rest, Boston says, until the United States has become a theocracy. To expose the Religious
Right's blatant distortions of U.S. history and correct its skewed analysis of legal rulings, Boston
objectively reviews the evolution of church/state relations in the United States and looks at how the
separation principle has been applied by the courts. He also examines efforts by sectarian groups to
win government support for their schools, the school prayer issue, the history of the free exercise of
religion, and the controversial role of religion in the public square. Published in cooperation with
Americans United for the Separation of Church and State
  history of separation of church and state: Seperation of Church and State Jerald Finney,
2009-02 This book is for pastors and Christians who deeply love the Lord and seek to please Him by
organizing the churches they belong to according to Biblical principles. The Lord Jesus-whom the
Bible likens to the Husband, Bridegroom, and Head of His churches-loved the church and gave
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word (Ep.
5.25-26). Believers should follow the example of Paul who stated to the churches, For I am jealous
over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ (II Co. 11.2). Read and learn principles Christians need to know in order to
keep the churches they belong to pure and chaste. Jerald Finney is lead counsel for the Biblical Law
Center (BLC). The goal of the BLC is to help churches in their efforts to honor Jesus Christ by
structuring themselves as New Testament churches according to biblical principles. God has
prepared him practically, academically, and spiritually for this calling. He grew up in the Texas
Panhandle, where he worked on farms as a child growing up. Since graduating from high school, he
has earned his BBA degree from Texas Tech, served as an Army Officer in Viet Nam, worked for the
railroad, and owned and operated a small business. Since the Lord saved him in 1982, he has been a
faithful church member and a diligent student of the Bible. God called him to the legal profession,
and he received his JD degree from the University of Texas Law School in 1993. Since then, he has
consistently striven to study and apply principles from the Word of God as he has served the Lord in



the legal arena.
  history of separation of church and state: Church, State, and Original Intent Donald L.
Drakeman, 2010 This provocative book shows how the justices of the United States Supreme Court
have used constitutional history, portraying the Framers' actions in a light favoring their own views
about how church and state should be separated. Drakeman examines church-state constitutional
controversies from the Founding Era to the present, arguing that the Framers originally intended
the establishment clause only as a prohibition against a single national church.
  history of separation of church and state: Church and State in England, its origin and use
John Henry MacMahon, 1873
  history of separation of church and state: Reader's Guide to American History Peter J.
Parish, 2013-06-17 There are so many books on so many aspects of the history of the United States,
offering such a wide variety of interpretations, that students, teachers, scholars, and librarians often
need help and advice on how to find what they want. The Reader's Guide to American History is
designed to meet that need by adopting a new and constructive approach to the appreciation of this
rich historiography. Each of the 600 entries on topics in political, social and economic history
describes and evaluates some 6 to 12 books on the topic, providing guidance to the reader on
everything from broad surveys and interpretive works to specialized monographs. The entries are
devoted to events and individuals, as well as broader themes, and are written by a team of well over
200 contributors, all scholars of American history.
  history of separation of church and state: The Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Political Science , 1892
  history of separation of church and state: America's Christian History Gary DeMar, 2005
From the founding of the colonies to the declaration of the Supreme Court, America's heritage is
built upon the principles of the Christian religion. And yet the secularists are dismantling this
foundation brick by brick, attempting to deny the very core of our national life. Gary DeMar presents
well-documented facts which will change your perspective about what it means to be a Christian in
America; the truth about America's Christian past as it relates to supreme court justices, and
presidents; the Christian character of colonial charters, state constitutions, and the US Constitution;
the Christian foundation of colleges, the Christian character of Washington, D.C.; the origin of
Thanksgiving and so much more.--Publisher's description
  history of separation of church and state: Proceedings of the Fitchburg Historical
Society and Papers Relating to the History of the Town Fitchburg Historical Society
(Fitchburg, Mass.), 1908
  history of separation of church and state: Cyclopædia of Political Science, Political
Economy, and of the Political History of the United States John Joseph Lalor, 1882
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