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Relationship Between US and Iran: An Intricate Dance of Diplomacy and Conflict

relationship between us and iran has been one of the most complex, volatile, and historically rich dynamics
in modern international relations. Spanning over a century, this relationship has experienced dramatic
shifts—from cooperation and alliance to deep-seated hostility and tension. Understanding the nuances of this
relationship sheds light not only on the geopolitical landscape of the Middle East but also on broader global

power balances.

Historical Context: Foundations of the Relationship Between US

and Iran

To grasp the current state of affairs, it’s essential to look back at how the relationship between US and Iran
developed. Early in the 20th century, the United States had limited involvement in Iran, which was then
known as Persia. That changed significantly during and after World War II when Iran’s strategic location

and oil reserves attracted global powers.

The 1953 Coup: A Turning Point

One of the most pivotal moments in the relationship came in 1953 when the CIA orchestrated a coup to
overthrow Iran’s democratically elected Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh. Mossadegh had
nationalized the Iranian oil industry, which threatened Western oil interests. The US-backed coup

reinstated the Shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who ruled Iran with strong support from the United States.

This intervention sowed seeds of distrust and resentment among many Iranians toward the US, laying the

groundwork for future antagonism.

The Islamic Revolution and Its Aftermath

The relationship between US and Iran took a drastic turn with the 1979 Islamic Revolution. The Shah was
overthrown, and Ayatollah Khomeini established an Islamic Republic. This new government was

vehemently anti-American, labeling the US as the “Great Satan.”



The Hostage Crisis and Diplomatic Breakdown

Shortly after the revolution, the US Embassy in Tehran was seized by Iranian militants, and 52 American
diplomats and citizens were held hostage for 444 days. This crisis profoundly damaged diplomatic ties, and

ever since, the relationship has been characterized by suspicion, sanctions, and conflict.

Economic Sanctions and Nuclear Tensions

The decades following the revolution saw multiple waves of economic sanctions imposed by the US, aimed

at curbing Iran’s nuclear ambitions and its influence in the region.

Sanctions as a Diplomatic Tool

Sanctions have targeted various sectors including oil exports, banking, and trade, exerting significant
pressure on Iran’s economy. The US has often used these sanctions to coerce Iran into negotiations over its

nuclear program and regional policies.

The Iran Nuclear Deal: A Glimmer of Hope

In 2015, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was signed by Iran and six world powers,
including the US under the Obama administration. This agreement aimed to limit Iran’s nuclear program
in exchange for sanction relief. It marked a moment of cautious optimism in the relationship between US

and Iran.

However, the subsequent US withdrawal from the deal in 2018 under President Trump reignited tensions,

leading to renewed sanctions and confrontations.

Regional Influence and Proxy Conflicts

The relationship between US and Iran is also deeply influenced by their competing interests throughout
the Middle East. Iran’s support for groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and various

militias in Iraq and Syria has made it a key player in regional geopolitics.



US Military Presence and Strategic Rivalry

The US maintains significant military presence in the Gulf region, aiming to counterbalance Iran’s
influence. This rivalry has led to numerous proxy conflicts, naval standoffs, and confrontations, especially in

the Persian Gulf and surrounding waters.

Impact on Global Oil Markets

Given that both the US and Iran have stakes in global energy markets, their relationship directly affects oil
prices worldwide. Any escalation in tensions often leads to volatility in oil supply and pricing, impacting

global economies.

Cultural and People-to-People Relations

Despite political hostilities, there exists a rich cultural exchange and a significant Iranian diaspora in the
United States. Many Iranians living in the US work, study, and contribute to American society, fostering

informal connections that often stand in contrast to official diplomatic relations.

Bridging Gaps Through Education and Art

Academic collaborations, cultural festivals, and artistic exchanges provide opportunities to promote
understanding and dialogue. These efforts highlight the human side of the relationship between US and

Iran, beyond politics and conflict.

Future Prospects: Navigating a Complex Relationship

Looking ahead, the relationship between US and Iran remains uncertain and multifaceted. Both sides face

domestic and international pressures that influence their foreign policy decisions.

Potential Pathways to Engagement

If diplomatic channels can be reopened and trust rebuilt, there is potential for progress on issues such as
nuclear non-proliferation, regional security, and economic cooperation. Track-two diplomacy, involving

unofficial dialogues and exchanges, may also play a role in easing tensions.



Challenges to Overcome

Deep-rooted mistrust, ideological differences, and competing geopolitical ambitions continue to pose
significant obstacles. Moreover, changes in leadership, both in Washington and Tehran, can dramatically

shift the trajectory of their relationship.

Exploring the relationship between US and Iran reveals a tapestry woven with historical grievances,
strategic interests, and complex human narratives. While tensions often dominate headlines, the
underlying dynamics are far more nuanced, reminding us that international relations are rarely black and

white.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current state of diplomatic relations between the US and
Iran?

As of 2024, diplomatic relations between the US and Iran remain strained, with limited direct

communication and ongoing tensions over nuclear programs and regional influence.

How has the US approach to Iran's nuclear program evolved recently?

The US has alternated between diplomatic engagement, such as attempting to revive the JCPOA

agreement, and imposing sanctions to curb Iran's nuclear ambitions.

‘What impact do US sanctions have on Iran's economy?

US sanctions have significantly impacted Iran's economy by restricting its oil exports, limiting access to

international banking, and causing inflation and shortages.

How do regional conflicts influence US-Iran relations?

Conflicts in the Middle East, including in Syria, Iraq, and Yemen, exacerbate US-Iran tensions as both

countries support opposing factions and vie for influence.

'What role does the Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA) play in US-Iran relations?

The JCPOA remains a central issue; efforts to restore or modify the deal influence diplomatic relations,

with the US seeking limits on Iran's nuclear activities in exchange for sanctions relief.



How do domestic politics in the US affect its policy towards Iran?

US policy towards Iran often shifts depending on the administration's stance, with some favoring diplomacy

and others adopting a more hardline approach.

What is Iran's perspective on US foreign policy towards it?

Iran views US foreign policy as hostile, citing sanctions and military presence in the region as aggressive

acts undermining its sovereignty.

How do US-Iran relations affect global oil markets?

Tensions between the US and Iran can lead to instability in the Middle East, causing fluctuations in global

oil prices due to concerns over supply disruptions.

What efforts have been made to improve US-Iran relations in recent
years?

There have been intermittent diplomatic efforts, including indirect talks and proposals for prisoner

exchanges, but no significant breakthroughs have been achieved recently.

How do cultural and historical factors influence US-Iran relations?

Historical events such as the 1979 Iranian Revolution and the hostage crisis, combined with cultural

misunderstandings, continue to shape mutual distrust and complicate relations.

Additional Resources

Relationship Between US and Iran: A Complex Geopolitical Dynamic

Relationship between US and Iran has been one of the most intricate and volatile diplomatic interactions in
modern international relations. Spanning over four decades, the bilateral ties between these two nations
have been shaped by ideological conflicts, geopolitical interests, economic sanctions, and regional security
concerns. Understanding this relationship requires an exploration of its historical context, key events, and

current dynamics that continue to influence global politics.

Historical Context of US-Iran Relations

The relationship between the United States and Iran was once characterized by cooperation and strategic

alliance, particularly during the mid-20th century. Prior to the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran was



considered a close ally of the US in the Middle East. The US supported the Shah of Iran, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who pursued modernization and maintained pro-Western policies. However, growing domestic
opposition within Iran against the Shah's regime, coupled with US involvement in Iranian affairs—most
notably the 1953 CIA-backed coup against Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh—planted seeds of

distrust.

The revolution fundamentally altered the relationship. The establishment of the Islamic Republic under
Ayatollah Khomeini marked the beginning of antagonism, as Iran adopted anti-American rhetoric and
policies. The 1979 hostage crisis, where 52 American diplomats and citizens were held hostage for 444 days,

remains a defining moment, symbolizing deep animosity and distrust.

Key Factors Shaping the Modern Relationship Between US and

Iran

Geopolitical Rivalry and Regional Influence

At the core of the relationship between the US and Iran lies a struggle for influence in the Middle East.
Iran’s regional ambitions, including its support for proxy groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in
Yemen, and militias in Iraq and Syria, have been perceived by the US as destabilizing. Conversely, Iran
views American military presence and alliances with countries like Saudi Arabia and Israel as encirclement

and threat to its sovereignty.

The US has traditionally aimed to counterbalance Iran’s influence through a combination of diplomatic
pressure, economic sanctions, and military deterrence. This rivalry affects broader regional security

architectures, often exacerbating sectarian tensions and proxy conflicts.

Nuclear Program and International Sanctions

One of the central issues impacting the relationship between US and Iran is Iran’s nuclear program.
Concerns over Iran’s potential development of nuclear weapons prompted extensive international
negotiations and sanctions. The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), commonly known as
the Iran nuclear deal, was a landmark agreement involving Iran and world powers, including the US,

aimed at curbing Iran’s nuclear capabilities in exchange for sanction relief.

However, the US withdrawal from the JCPOA in 2018 under the Trump administration reignited
tensions, leading to a “maximum pressure” campaign through intensified sanctions targeting Iran’s

economy. This move prompted Iran to reduce its compliance with nuclear restrictions. The fluctuating



status of the nuclear deal continues to be a pivotal aspect of the bilateral relationship, influencing diplomatic

engagements and regional stability.

Economic Sanctions and Their Impact

Economic sanctions have been a primary tool employed by the US to influence Iranian policy. These
sanctions target key sectors such as oil exports, banking, and shipping, severely restricting Iran’s economic
capacity. The impact on the Iranian economy has been profound, contributing to inflation, unemployment,

and currency devaluation.

‘While sanctions aim to pressure Iran into compliance with international norms and halt support for proxy
conflicts, they also carry humanitarian implications. Critics argue that sanctions disproportionately affect

ordinary Iranian citizens while hardening the government’s resolve against the US.

Diplomatic Efforts and Challenges

Attempts at Engagement and Dialogue

Despite the hostility, there have been intermittent attempts at diplomatic engagement. The Obama
administration’s negotiation of the JCPOA represented a high point in bilateral diplomacy, demonstrating
the potential for compromise. Additionally, back-channel communications and indirect talks have

occasionally occurred to manage crises and prevent escalation.

However, mutual distrust, divergent priorities, and domestic political pressures on both sides limit sustained
dialogue. Iran’s insistence on recognition and lifting of sanctions contrasts with US demands for behavioral

changes, creating a stalemate.

Security Concerns and Military Encounters

The relationship between US and Iran is also marked by frequent security confrontations. Incidents such as
the US killing of Iranian General Qassem Soleimani in 2020, Iranian missile attacks on US bases in Iraq, and

naval skirmishes in the Persian Gulf highlight the ongoing volatility.

These military encounters underscore the risks inherent in the relationship, with potential for rapid
escalation. Both nations maintain significant military assets in the region, fueling an atmosphere of mutual

suspicion and readiness.



Broader Implications and Future Trajectories

The relationship between US and Iran extends beyond bilateral concerns, influencing global energy
markets, international security frameworks, and alliances. Iran’s position as a major oil producer means that

sanctions and conflicts can affect global oil prices, impacting economies worldwide.

Looking ahead, the trajectory of US-Iran relations depends on multiple variables:

Political changes within Iran and the US that may open or close doors to diplomacy.

The status of the nuclear deal and potential for renewed negotiations.

Regional developments, including conflicts in Syria, Iraq, and Yemen.

International community’s role in mediating and supporting constructive dialogue.

Balancing deterrence with diplomacy remains a delicate challenge for policymakers.

The relationship between US and Iran encapsulates a broader narrative about power, ideology, and regional
security in the 21st century. While historical grievances and strategic competition continue to drive
tension, opportunities for engagement and mutual understanding persist. Navigating this complex
relationship requires nuanced approaches that consider both immediate security imperatives and long-term

stability goals.
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circle of conservative, though politically active, clerics, the relationship between Iran and the USA
has represented one of the world's most complex and hostile international entanglements. In this
book, Penelope Kinch analyses the extent to which political identity has contributed to challenges in
the relationship and the role of myths in foreign policy. Kinch first examines the construction of
political identity in each country, and thereby traces the imagined norms which have their impact on
international behaviour. Looking at the misperceptions that have precluded closer communication
between the two states, Kinch examines both historical issues, such as the 1979 US embassy
hostage crisis as well as more contemporary crises, most notably over Iran's nuclear power
programme.

relationship between us and iran: U.S.-Iran Relations Avery Elizabeth Hurt, 2017-12-15 The
modern history of U.S.-Iran relations is a collection of iconic images: the Shah in regal glory on his
throne; the Shah fleeing his country; the rapturous welcome of Ayatollah Khomeini; the parading of
blindfolded American hostages; the burning wreckage of American rescue helicopters; Oliver North
testifying on the Iran-Contra scandal; the volatile defiance of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad; the hope of
the Green Movement; and the persistent gloom of Ali Khameini. Yet behind these images are
decades worth of diplomatic efforts, policy statements, official speeches, and passionate opinion
pieces written by politicians, policymakers, human rights activists, and engaged citizens. Readers
who examine these disparate viewpoints will gain a deep understanding of the vital, urgent,
strategic importance of this long fraught relationship.

relationship between us and iran: United States Relations with China and Iran Osamah F.
Khalil, 2019-07-11 Bringing together experts from history, international relations and the social
sciences, United States Relations with China and Iran examines the past, present and future of U.S.
foreign relations toward the People's Republic of China and the Islamic Republic of Iran. It benefits
from recently declassified documents and an interdisciplinary, transnational approach to explore
different aspects of the relations between these three countries. While the 20th century has been
referred to as the “American Century,” this book posits that the 21st century will be shaped by
relations between the United States and key countries in Asia, in particular China and Iran. In
assessing the United States' foreign policy towards China and Iran over the past six decades the
chapters focus on several key themes: interaction, normalization, and confrontation. The book
provides an insight into how and why Washington has developed and implemented its policies
toward Beijing and Tehran, and examines how China and Iran have developed policies toward the
United States and internationally. Finally, it draws on the insights of leading scholars discussing the
future of relations between Beijing and Tehran. This interdisciplinary book brings a unique
perspective to the international relations of the 20th century and beyond, and will benefit students
and scholars of U.S. foreign relations as well as Middle Eastern and East Asian history and politics.
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relationship between us and iran: Role Theory and Role Conflict in U.S.-Iran Relations
Akan Malici, Stephen G. Walker, 2016-10-04 U.S.-Iran relations continue to be an international
security problem in the Middle East. These two countries could have been friends, but instead they
have become enemies. Stating this thesis raises the following questions: Why are the United States
and Iran enemies? How and when did this relationship come to be? When the relationship began to
deteriorate, could it have been reversed? What lessons can be learned from an analysis of past
U.S.-Iranian relations and what are the implications for their present and future relations? Akan
Malici and Stephen G. Walker argue that the dynamics of U.S.-Iran relations are based on role
conflicts. Iran has long desired to enact roles of active independence and national sovereignty in
world politics. However, it continued to be cast by others into client or rebel roles of national
inferiority. In this book the authors examine these role conflicts during three crucial episodes in




U.S.-Iran relations: the oil nationalization crisis and the ensuing clandestine coup aided by the CIA
to overthrow the Iranian regime in 1950 to 1953; the Iranian revolution followed by the hostage
crisis in 1979 to 1981; the reformist years pre- and post- 9/11 under Mohammad Khatami from 1997
to 2002. Their application of role theory is theoretically and methodologically progressive and
innovative in illuminating aspects of U.S.-Iran relations. It allows for a better understanding of the
past, navigating the present, and anticipating the future in order to avoid foreign policy mistakes.
Role Theory and Role Conflict in U.S.-Iran Relations is a useful resource for international relations
and foreign policy scholars who want to learn more about progress in international relations theory
and U.S. relations with Iran.

relationship between us and iran: A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations Christopher R. W.
Dietrich, 2020-03-04 Covers the entire range of the history of U.S. foreign relations from the colonial
period to the beginning of the 21st century. A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations is an
authoritative guide to past and present scholarship on the history of American diplomacy and foreign
relations from its seventeenth century origins to the modern day. This two-volume reference work
presents a collection of historiographical essays by prominent scholars. The essays explore three
centuries of America’s global interactions and the ways U.S. foreign policies have been analyzed and
interpreted over time. Scholars offer fresh perspectives on the history of U.S. foreign relations;
analyze the causes, influences, and consequences of major foreign policy decisions; and address
contemporary debates surrounding the practice of American power. The Companion covers a wide
variety of methodologies, integrating political, military, economic, social and cultural history to
explore the ideas and events that shaped U.S. diplomacy and foreign relations and continue to
influence national identity. The essays discuss topics such as the links between U.S. foreign relations
and the study of ideology, race, gender, and religion; Native American history, expansion, and
imperialism; industrialization and modernization; domestic and international politics; and the United
States’ role in decolonization, globalization, and the Cold War. A comprehensive approach to
understanding the history, influences, and drivers of U.S. foreign relation, this indispensable
resource: Examines significant foreign policy events and their subsequent interpretations Places key
figures and policies in their historical, national, and international contexts Provides background on
recent and current debates in U.S. foreign policy Explores the historiography and primary sources
for each topic Covers the development of diverse themes and methodologies in histories of U.S.
foreign policy Offering scholars, teachers, and students unmatched chronological breadth and
analytical depth, A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations: Colonial Era to the Present is an important
contribution to scholarship on the history of America’s interactions with the world.

relationship between us and iran: The United States and Iran . Roshandel, Alethia H.
Cook, 2009-07-20 Relations between Iran and the US have been strained for over 30 years. This
book provides unbiased discussions of issues such as historical relations, the Iranian nuclear
program and their support for 'terrorist' organizations. It also identifies a wide range of possible US
policy solutions to improve relations.

relationship between us and iran: Saudi Arabian Foreign Relations René Rieger, 2016-08-12
In recent decades, Saudi Arabia has committed itself to playing the part of mediator in intra-national
and international conflicts in the greater Middle East region. Examples include the two
Saudi-introduced Arab Peace Initiatives of 1982 and 2002, mediation attempts between Algeria and
Morocco in the West Sahara conflict, Iraq and Syria during the Iran-Iraq War and Iran and Iraq
towards the end of their military conflict. Saudi Arabian Foreign Relations provides a new insight to
current studies on Saudi foreign policy and mediation in international relations. The book offers a
detailed analysis of Saudi Arabia’s intermediary role in the intra-state conflicts in Yemen, Lebanon
and the Palestinian territories, and the successes and limitations of each. Additionally, it provides an
updated examination of Saudi Arabia’s role towards resolution of the larger Arab-Israeli conflict.
Saudi Arabian Foreign Relations contributes to a far deeper understanding of Saudi foreign policy,
and therefore will be of great interest to students and scholars of Middle East Politics and
International Relations.



relationship between us and iran: Iran's Ballistic Missile and Weapons of Mass Destruction
Programs United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Governmental Affairs. Subcommittee on
International Security, Proliferation, and Federal Services, 2001

relationship between us and iran: Ideals, Interests, and U.S. Foreign Policy from George H.
W. Bush to Donald Trump Ronald E. Powaski, 2018-09-10 This volume discusses the presidential
foreign policies of the post-Cold War era, beginning with George H. W. Bush and ending with the
first 17 months of Donald Trump’s presidency. During this period, the United States emerged from
the Cold War as the world’s most powerful nation. Nevertheless, the presidents of this era faced a
host of problems that tested their ability to successfully blend realism and idealism. Some were more
successful than others.

relationship between us and iran: Iran at the Crossroads Amin Saikal, 2015-10-29 Iran stands
at a critical juncture in its history. In the era of Presidents Hassan Rouhani and Barack Obama, the
Islamic Republic has a unique opportunity to regain its traditional greatness as a cradle of rich
civilisation and culture, with a capacity to be a very influential and stabilising regional actor. In this
incisive analysis, Amin Saikal, a leading expert on Iranian politics, traces Iran’s transition from
pro-Western monarchy to Islamic Republic and explores the choices open to Rouhani’s moderate
reformist government. The Islamic Republic has endured a difficult journey throughout its existence.
But since Khomeini assumed power in 1979it has been characterised by a degree of exceptionalism,
which has seen Iran lock horns with the United States and prove itself an effective and shrewdly
calculating player on the international stage. Looking to the future, Saikal does not shy away from
confronting the difficult choices facing Iran today. Failure to achieve reconciliation with the United
States in the coming years, he argues, will not only have serious implications for Iran’s internal
stability and for the future security of the Middle East, but also for America’s position within this
volatile and unpredictable region.

relationship between us and iran: Hegemony and Resistance Around the Iranian Nuclear
Programme Moritz Pieper, 2017-04-21 This book is the first to provide comprehensive and
comparative analyses to conceptualise the interaction between ‘hegemonic structures’ and those
actors resisting them using the Iranian nuclear case as an illustration. It analyses the foreign
policies of China, Russia and Turkey towards the Iranian nuclear programme and thereby answers
the question to what extent these policies are indicative of a security culture that resists hegemony.
Based on 70 elite interviews with experts and decision-makers closely involved with the Iranian
nuclear file, it analyses resistance to hegemony across its ideational, material and institutional
framework conditions.

relationship between us and iran: This Flame Within Manijeh Moradian, 2022-08-29 In This
Flame Within Manijeh Moradian revises conventional histories of Iranian migration to the United
States as a post-1979 phenomenon characterized by the flight of pro-Shah Iranians from the Islamic
Republic and recounts the experiences of Iranian foreign students who joined a global movement
against US imperialism during the 1960s and 1970s. Drawing on archival evidence and in-depth
interviews with members of the Iranian Students Association, Moradian traces what she calls
“revolutionary affects”—the embodied force of affect generated by experiences of repression and
resistance—from encounters with empire and dictatorship in Iran to joint organizing with other
student activists in the United States. Moradian theorizes “affects of solidarity” that facilitated
Iranian student participation in a wide range of antiracist and anticolonial movements and analyzes
gendered manifestations of revolutionary affects within the emergence of Third World feminism.
Arguing for a transnational feminist interpretation of the Iranian Student Association’s legacy,
Moradian demonstrates how the recognition of multiple sources of oppression in the West and in
Iran can reorient Iranian diasporic politics today.
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relationship between us and iran: The Development of Saudi-Iranian Relations since the
1990s Fahad M. Alsultan, Pedram Saeid, 2016-08-25 Saudi Arabia and Iran have established
themselves as the two regional heavyweights in one of the world’s most tumultuous but critically




significant regions. The two countries compete on many fronts, including regional politics, oil prices,
and for leadership of the Islamic world, a competition with undeniable repercussions for the Greater
Middle East and for the world. Some observers have gone so far as to claim that virtually everything
that happens in this area of the world can be viewed as part of the Saudi-Iranian power struggle.
With increasing importance of the region as the dominant supplier of world energy and the
birthplace of Islamic militant groups, the consequences of not understanding Saudi-Iranian rivalry in
the region have never been more serious. A range of internal and external explanatory factors
explains the ups and downs of Saudi-Iranian relations since the 1990s. This book captures this
complexity by drawing on multicausal explanations through multiple levels of interdisciplinary
analysis. This is the first book on the subject that is co-authored by one author from Saudi Arabia
and one from Iran. This collaboration allowed the authors to make the best use of Persian and Arabic
sources, generating a locally meaningful account of the two countries’ relationship. As Iranian and
Saudi nationals, they encountered less difficulty in gaining access to research participants, building
rapport and conducting interviews with Iranian and Saudi scholars and informants.

relationship between us and iran: Nuclear Conundrum of Iran and North Korea Hina Pandey,
2023-11-03 This book examines Iran and North Korea from a non-proliferation lens. It highlights how
these two countries stand out as nuclear challenges vis-a-vis the NPT and unpacks their nuclear
history, recent developments, nuclear resolve in the times of the pandemic and future challenges in
a comprehensive manner. It shows how these two issues remain similar, distinguished, dynamic but
static so far progress on non-proliferation is concerned. The book will be a valuable read for
students, scholars, academicians, policy practitioners and anyone invested and interested in nuclear
issues.

relationship between us and iran: Trusting Enemies Nicholas ]J. Wheeler, 2018-03-09 How
can two states with enemy relations transform their relationship? Nicholas Wheeler argues that the
discipline of International Relations has not done a good job of answering this question because its
focus has been on the state and the individual levels of analysis. In this ground-breaking book, he
argues for the importance of a new level of analysis in trust research the interpersonal relationships
between state leaders. In doing so, he makes two key contributions. Firstly, developing a new theory
of interpersonal trust that can be applied to the international level, and secondly, showing how this
theory contributes to the literature on signalling in IR. The theory of interpersonal trust developed in
the book provides a novel response to the central problem identified by signalling theory in IR:
whether the receivers of signals interpret them in the way intended by their senders. The author
argues that, in fact, trust between two leaders is causally prior to the accurate interpretation of the
signals they send with the aim of communicating peaceful intent. Trust, therefore, does away with
the problem of the ambiguity of signal interpretation. He goes on to examine exactly how a new
relationship of trust emerges between two leaders who represent states with enemy relations:
through face-to-face interaction and the crucial process of bonding between them that this makes
possible. This powerful new theory of interpersonal trust is applied to three cases: the personal
interactions between US and Soviet leaders Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev in ending the
Cold War; the face-to-face interactions between Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in reducing conflict between India and Pakistan in
1998-1999; and the interactions in 2009-10 between Barack Obama and Ayatollah Ali Khamenei that
failed to achieve a breakthrough in US-Iran nuclear relations.

relationship between us and iran: US Foreign Policy and the Modernization of Iran Ben
Offiler, 2015-07-19 US Foreign Policy and the Modernization of Iran examines the evolution of
US-Iranian relations during the presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Richard M.
Nixon. It demonstrates how successive administrations struggled to exert influence over the Shah of
Iran's regime domestic and foreign policy.
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