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Mass Communication Media Studies Major: Exploring the World of Communication
and Media

mass communication media studies major is an exciting and dynamic field of
study that delves into how information is created, shared, and interpreted
across various platforms. Whether it’s television, radio, digital media,
journalism, or public relations, this major offers a comprehensive
understanding of the ways media influences society. For students interested
in storytelling, media production, or analyzing the impact of communication
on culture and politics, pursuing a mass communication media studies major
can be both fulfilling and impactful.

What Is a Mass Communication Media Studies
Major?

At its core, a mass communication media studies major focuses on the
processes and effects of communication through mass media channels. This
includes traditional outlets like newspapers and television, as well as newer
forms like social media and online content. The major explores not only how
media messages are crafted and delivered but also how audiences interpret and
respond to them.

Students learn about media theory, communication ethics, media law, and the
technical skills necessary for producing content. The interdisciplinary
nature of this major means it draws from sociology, psychology, political
science, and cultural studies to provide a well-rounded perspective on
media’s role in society.

Key Areas of Study

Within a mass communication media studies major, students typically encounter
a variety of focus areas, such as:

e Journalism: Understanding news reporting, investigative journalism, and
media ethics.

e Broadcasting: Learning about television and radio production, scripting,
and on-air presentation.

e Public Relations: Crafting strategic communication plans to shape public
perception.



e Advertising: Developing marketing campaigns and understanding consumer
behavior.

e Digital Media: Exploring social media strategies, content creation, and
multimedia storytelling.

* Media Research: Analyzing audience behavior, media effects, and
communication trends.

This range of topics allows students to tailor their education according to
their career goals, whether that'’s becoming a news anchor, a social media
manager, or a communications strategist.

Why Choose a Mass Communication Media Studies
Major?

The modern world is more interconnected than ever, and media plays a crucial
role in shaping public opinion, culture, and even political landscapes. A
mass communication media studies major equips students with critical thinking
skills and practical knowledge to navigate and influence this complex
environment.

Developing Critical Media Literacy

One significant advantage of this major is gaining media literacy- the
ability to critically analyze media messages. In an age of misinformation and
“fake news,” understanding how media content is produced and its potential
biases empowers students to be discerning consumers and creators of
information.

Building Versatile Communication Skills

Communication is essential across industries, and the skills learned in a
mass communication media studies major—such as writing, public speaking,
digital content creation, and media production—are highly transferable.
Graduates can find opportunities in diverse fields such as marketing,
corporate communication, nonprofit organizations, and government agencies.

Preparing for a Digital Media Landscape

With the rise of digital platforms, the media landscape is continuously



evolving. This major keeps pace with technological advancements, teaching
students how to leverage social media analytics, SEO (search engine
optimization), video editing, and multimedia storytelling techniques. This
makes graduates well-equipped for careers in digital marketing, content
strategy, and online journalism.

Career Opportunities for Mass Communication
Media Studies Majors

A mass communication media studies major opens doors to numerous career
paths. The versatility of this degree means students can enter traditional
media industries as well as emerging digital roles.

Traditional Media Careers

- **Journalist or Reporter:** Covering news stories for newspapers, TV, or
radio stations.

- **Broadcast Producer:** Managing content creation for television or radio
programs.

- **Public Relations Specialist:** Managing communications between
organizations and the public.

- **Advertising Executive:** Designing campaigns to promote products or
services.

Digital and Emerging Media Roles

- **Social Media Manager:** Overseeing brand presence and engagement on
platforms like Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok.

- **Content Creator:** Producing videos, podcasts, blogs, or other digital
content.

- **SEQ Specialist:** Optimizing online content to increase visibility on
search engines.

- **Digital Marketing Analyst:** Using data to shape marketing strategies and
campaigns.

Additional Paths

Many graduates also find fulfilling roles in media research, corporate
communication, nonprofit advocacy, and governmental communication
departments, where they utilize their understanding of media effects and
audience analysis to inform strategies and policies.



Skills You’ll Gain from a Mass Communication
Media Studies Major

Beyond knowledge about media theory and communication, students develop
practical skills that enhance employability:

Writing and Editing: Crafting clear, compelling messages for diverse
audiences.

e Visual Communication: Creating graphics, videos, and multimedia to
support storytelling.

e Research and Analysis: Conducting audience studies and assessing media
trends.

e Technical Proficiency: Mastering tools like Adobe Creative Suite, video
editing software, and content management systems.

e Interpersonal Communication: Collaborating effectively within teams and
engaging with clients or stakeholders.

e Strategic Thinking: Planning communication campaigns and anticipating
media impacts.

These skills enable graduates to adapt to various professional environments
and continuously evolve with the fast-paced media industry.

Tips for Success in a Mass Communication Media
Studies Major

If you're considering this major, here are some tips that can help you make
the most of your college experience:

=

. Engage in Internships: Hands-on experience at media companies, PR firms,
or digital agencies is invaluable.

2. Build a Portfolio: Compile your best work—articles, videos, campaigns—to
showcase your skills to future employers.

3. Stay Current: Follow trends in media technology, social platforms, and
industry news to remain relevant.

4. Network Actively: Connect with professors, alumni, and professionals to



open doors for mentorship and job opportunities.

5. Experiment Creatively: Use campus media outlets or personal projects to
explore different formats and styles.

Taking these steps can give you a competitive edge and clarify your specific
interests within the broad field of mass communication.

The Future of Mass Communication Media Studies

As technology continues to transform how information is disseminated, the

field of mass communication media studies is evolving rapidly. Artificial

intelligence, virtual reality, and data analytics are becoming integral to
the media world, creating new opportunities and challenges.

Students and professionals in this major must be adaptable and forward-
thinking, ready to harness innovative tools while upholding ethical
standards. Whether it’'s combating misinformation or crafting compelling
stories that resonate globally, a mass communication media studies major
positions individuals to be influential voices in shaping the future of
communication.

The journey through this major is one of discovery, creativity, and
impact—perfect for anyone passionate about media’s power to connect, inform,
and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What career opportunities are available for mass
communication media studies majors?

Mass communication media studies majors can pursue careers in journalism,
public relations, advertising, broadcasting, digital media, content creation,
social media management, and media research.

What skills do students develop in a mass
communication media studies major?

Students develop skills in writing, critical thinking, media analysis,
communication strategies, digital media production, public speaking, and
understanding media ethics and law.



Is a mass communication media studies major suitable
for someone interested in social media management?

Yes, this major provides knowledge of media platforms, audience engagement,
and digital communication strategies, which are essential for social media
management roles.

What are the common courses included in a mass
communication media studies program?

Common courses include Media Ethics, Journalism, Public Relations,
Advertising, Media Law, Digital Media Production, Communication Theory, and
Media Research Methods.

Can mass communication media studies majors work in
digital marketing?

Absolutely. The major equips students with an understanding of media channels
and audience targeting, which are crucial for digital marketing careers.

How important is internship experience for mass
communication media studies students?

Internships are very important as they provide practical experience, industry
connections, and enhance employability after graduation.

What is the difference between mass communication
and media studies?

Mass communication focuses on the process of delivering messages to large
audiences through various media, while media studies critically examines the
content, history, and impact of media on society.

Are there opportunities for mass communication media
studies majors to work internationally?

Yes, media is a global industry, and many skills learned are transferable
internationally, opening opportunities in global media companies, NGOs, and
multinational corporations.

Additional Resources

Mass Communication Media Studies Major: Exploring the Dynamics of Modern
Media

Mass communication media studies major is an academic discipline that delves



into the complex world of media channels, communication processes, and their
impact on society. As the media landscape evolves rapidly with technological
advancements and changing consumer behavior, students pursuing this major
gain critical insights into how information is disseminated and how media
shapes public opinion, culture, and policy. This article provides a
comprehensive exploration of the mass communication media studies major,
highlighting its curriculum, career prospects, and relevance in today’s
digitally driven environment.

Understanding the Mass Communication Media
Studies Major

At its core, a mass communication media studies major investigates the
mechanisms of mass media — including television, radio, newspapers, digital
platforms, and social media — and examines their roles in society. Unlike
narrowly focused technical programs, this major offers a multidisciplinary
approach combining elements of journalism, sociology, psychology, political
science, and cultural studies. Students are encouraged to critically analyze
media messages, understand audience reception, and explore ethical and legal
dimensions of communication.

This major is designed to equip learners with both theoretical frameworks and
practical skills. From media ethics and communication theory to public
relations and content creation, the curriculum prepares students to navigate
and influence the ever-changing media ecosystem. Graduates are not only
trained to produce content but also to interpret media trends and strategize
communication campaigns effectively.

Core Curriculum and Skill Development

A typical mass communication media studies major includes a blend of
foundational courses and specialized electives. Core subjects often
encompass:

e Introduction to Mass Communication: Overview of media history,
functions, and societal roles.

e Media Law and Ethics: Exploration of legal constraints and moral
considerations in media production and distribution.

e Communication Theory: Study of models and theories explaining human
communication and media effects.

e Media Writing and Reporting: Practical training in news writing,
storytelling, and journalistic research.



e Digital Media and Technology: Examination of new media platforms,
digital content creation, and audience analytics.

e Public Relations and Advertising: Strategies for managing public image
and crafting persuasive messages.

In addition to coursework, many programs emphasize internships and hands-on
projects, enabling students to gain real-world experience in media houses, PR
firms, or digital marketing agencies. The development of critical thinking,
communication proficiency, and technical literacy remains central to the
program’s learning outcomes.

Career Outlook and Industry Relevance

One of the defining features of a mass communication media studies major is
its versatility in career applications. The media industry is vast,
encompassing traditional outlets such as broadcasting and print journalism,
as well as emerging fields like social media management, content marketing,
and multimedia production.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment opportunities in
media-related fields are expected to grow moderately, with particular
expansion in digital content creation and public relations. Graduates can
pursue roles such as:

e Journalist or Reporter

e Public Relations Specialist

e Social Media Manager

e Media Analyst

e Advertising Executive

e Broadcast Producer

e Content Strategist

The increasing importance of data analytics and audience engagement metrics
means that media professionals must be adept not only in storytelling but
also in interpreting consumer behavior through technology. This intersection
of communication and digital skills is a hallmark of the mass communication
media studies major, setting graduates apart in a competitive job market.



Comparative Insights: Traditional vs. Digital Media
Focus

Within the mass communication media studies major, students often choose to
specialize or focus their studies on either traditional media channels or
digital and new media platforms. Each pathway offers distinct advantages and
challenges:

e Traditional Media Focus: Emphasizes print journalism, television, and
radio. Students learn production techniques, editorial processes, and
broadcast standards. While these fields are well-established, they face
challenges due to declining print circulation and shifting viewer
habits.

e Digital Media Focus: Centers on online content creation, social media
marketing, and multimedia storytelling. This specialization responds to
current trends in media consumption but requires continuous adaptation
to evolving technologies and platforms.

A well-rounded mass communication media studies curriculum often integrates
both approaches, ensuring graduates can adapt to diverse media environments
and utilize cross-platform strategies effectively.

The Role of Mass Communication Media Studies 1in
Society

Beyond career preparation, this major fosters a deeper understanding of
media’s societal influence. Mass communication is a powerful tool that shapes
public discourse, cultural norms, and democratic participation. Studying
media critically enables future professionals to question biases, recognize
propaganda, and advocate for responsible communication practices.

Issues such as media ownership concentration, fake news, and censorship are
increasingly salient in media studies discussions. Students are encouraged to
engage with these challenges analytically, promoting media literacy and
ethical standards. In this way, a mass communication media studies major
contributes to cultivating informed citizens and media practitioners who can
navigate complex information landscapes responsibly.

Global Perspectives and Media Diversity

Media studies also adopt a global perspective, examining how mass



communication operates across different cultural and political contexts.
Understanding international media systems, cross-cultural communication, and
global media flows enriches students’ comprehension of the field. This is
particularly relevant in an interconnected world where media content
transcends borders and influences diverse audiences.

Moreover, issues of representation and diversity in media content are central
to the discipline. Analyzing how gender, race, ethnicity, and other social
identities are portrayed helps students and professionals advocate for more
inclusive and equitable media practices.

Challenges and Considerations in the Field

While the mass communication media studies major offers numerous
opportunities, it also presents challenges. The rapid pace of technological
change demands continuous learning and flexibility. Media professionals must
stay current with new tools, platforms, and audience trends to remain
effective.

Another consideration is the competitive nature of the media industry, where
job security and income levels can vary widely depending on the sector and
geographic location. Graduates may need to supplement their skills with
certifications or advanced degrees, particularly for specialized roles in
media research, strategic communication, or academia.

Ethical dilemmas and pressures related to sensationalism, misinformation, and
commercial interests also require that students develop a strong moral
compass and critical judgment.

Ultimately, the mass communication media studies major offers a comprehensive
foundation for understanding and shaping the media environment. It prepares
students not only to enter diverse media careers but also to contribute
thoughtfully to the ongoing discourse on media’s role in society. As digital
communication continues to expand its reach and influence, this academic path
remains a vital gateway for those interested in the dynamic relationship
between media, culture, and information.
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mass communication media studies major: Choose Your College Major in a Day
Laurence Shatkin, 2015-05-15 Written by a leading expert on career information, this book is the
ultimate guide to choosing your college major! It’s the ideal resource if you need to decide on a
college major but don’t have a lot of time. Following its proven strategy, you will combine insights
about yourself with up-todate facts and reach a decision. The first part will guide you through
assessing your personality type, your skills, and your favorite and best high school courses and help
you find potential majors that fit your profile. In the second part, college majors are described with a
definition, related high school courses, specializations, a list of common course requirements, a
typical career path, and a list of related occupations. All related occupations are described with a
definition, annual earnings averages, employment outlook, personality type, top skills, typical entry
requirements, and related college majors. Finally, the last part will help you weigh the pluses and
minuses of the majors on your list, making a tentative choice, and ultimately testing and confirming
that choice.

mass communication media studies major: Mass Media Education in Transition Thomas
Dickson, 1999-08 An overview of the changes taking place in media education, for educators and
administrators in comm depts

mass communication media studies major: Book of Majors 2013 The College Board,
2012-09-01 The Book of Majors 2013 by The College Board helps students answer these questions:
What's the major for me? Where can I study it? What can I do with it after graduation? Revised and
refreshed every year, this book is the most comprehensive guide to college majors on the market.
In-depth descriptions of 200 of the most popular majors are followed by complete listings of every
major offered at over 3,800 colleges, including four-year, two-year and technical schools. The 2013
edition covers every college major identified by the U.S. Department of Education — over 1,100
majors are listed in all. This is also the only guide that shows what degree levels each college offers
in a major, whether a certificate, associate, bachelor's, master's or doctorate. The guide features:
Insights — from the professors themselves — on how each major is taught, what preparation
students will need, other majors to consider and much more! * Updated information on career
options and employment prospects. ¢ Inside scoop on how students can find out if a college offers a
strong program for a particular major, what life is like for students studying that major, and what
professional societies and accrediting agencies to refer to for more background on the major.

mass communication media studies major: Media Information Australia , 1983

mass communication media studies major: 21st Century Communication: A Reference
Handbook William F. Eadie, 2009-05-15 Highlights the most important topics, issues, questions,
and debates affecting the field of communication in the 21st Century.

mass communication media studies major: Media Studies: Institutions, theories, and issues
Pieter Jacobus Fourie, 2001 This outcomes-based textbook provides comprehensive information on
the makeup of media institutions, theories in media studies, and critical issues that face the media
today. With this guide media students learn the history of the media and learn how to keep up with
the latest trends and developments in broadcasting, printed press, and film. Outlined is how to
develop an internal media policy with company mission statements, news, and programming
policies. The relationship of the media to the economy, politics, and society and how the media
represents race, gender, violence, and terrorism are also discussed.

mass communication media studies major: Media Education and the Liberal Arts Robert
O. Blanchard, William G. Christ, 2020-07-24 This book provides academic reformers with a blueprint
for tackling the upheaval facing media education. It calls for a new professionalism that rejects the
status quo, reflects the mission and diversity of individual programs, and demands a redefinition of
both traditional media studies and the liberal arts.

mass communication media studies major: Book of Majors 2014 The College Board,
2013-07-02 The Book of Majors 2014 by The College Board helps students answer these questions:
What's the major for me? Where can I study it? What can I do with it after graduation? Revised and
refreshed every year, this book is the most comprehensive guide to college majors on the market.




In-depth descriptions of 200 of the most popular majors are followed by complete listings of every
major offered at more than 3,800 colleges, including four-year and two-year colleges and technical
schools. The 2014 edition covers every college major identified by the U.S. Department of
Education—over 1,200 majors are listed in all. This is also the only guide that shows what degree
levels each college offers in a major, whether a certificate, associate, bachelor's, master's or
doctorate. The guide features: * insights—from the professors themselves—on how each major is
taught, what preparation students will need, other majors to consider and much more. ¢ updated
information on career options and employment prospects. ¢ the inside scoop on how students can
find out if a college offers a strong program for a particular major, what life is like for students
studying that major, and what professional societies and accrediting agencies to refer to for more
background on the major.

mass communication media studies major: MASS COMMUNICATION PRABHU TL, Embark
on an enlightening journey into the dynamic world of mass communication—an essential domain that
shapes how information, ideas, and stories are shared across diverse audiences. Communicating
Beyond Boundaries: Mastering the Art of Mass Communication is a comprehensive guide that
unveils the essential principles and practices that empower communicators to navigate the
complexities of the modern media landscape and effectively connect with global audiences.
Unveiling the Power of Communication: Immerse yourself in the art of mass communication as this
book explores the core concepts and strategies that underpin successful communication campaigns.
From media ethics to digital storytelling, from public relations to audience engagement, this guide
equips you with the tools to harness the power of mass communication for meaningful impact. Key
Themes Explored: Media and Journalism: Discover the role of media in informing, educating, and
shaping public opinion. Digital Media and Social Platforms: Embrace techniques to leverage digital
tools for effective storytelling and engagement. Public Relations and Branding: Learn strategies to
manage reputation, build brands, and foster positive relationships. Audience Analysis and
Engagement: Explore methods for understanding diverse audiences and creating engaging content.
Media Ethics and Responsibility: Understand the ethical considerations and responsibilities in mass
communication. Target Audience: Communicating Beyond Boundaries caters to students,
communication professionals, journalists, marketers, and anyone interested in gaining a deeper
understanding of mass communication principles. Whether you're pursuing a career in media,
honing your communication skills, or seeking to make an impact through effective messaging, this
book empowers you to master the art of mass communication. Unique Selling Points: Real-Life
Communication Success Stories: Engage with practical examples of impactful communication
campaigns and projects. Digital Literacy: Emphasize the importance of understanding digital media
trends, platforms, and strategies. Crisis Communication: Learn how to manage communication
during times of crisis and uncertainty. Media Literacy and Critical Thinking: Explore the role of
media literacy in evaluating information and promoting informed citizenship. Master the Art of
Connection: Communicating Beyond Boundaries transcends ordinary communication literature—it's
a transformative guide that celebrates the art of connecting with global audiences and driving
meaningful change. Whether you seek to amplify social causes, build influential brands, or excel in
the world of media, this book is your compass to mastering the principles that drive successful mass
communication. Secure your copy of mass communication and embark on a journey of mastering the
art of effective mass communication.

mass communication media studies major: The Emerald Handbook of Digital Media in
Greece Anastasia Veneti, Athina Karatzogianni, 2020-10-22 The Emerald Handbook of Digital Media
in Greece: Journalism and Political Communication in Times of Crisis presents the empirical
applications of digital media in political communication and in a number of social settings including
the environment, homelessness, migration and social movements.

mass communication media studies major: Complete Book of Colleges Princeton Review
(Firm), 2009-08-04 Target the schools that best match your interests and goals! TheComplete Book
of Collegesprofiles all of the four-year colleges in the U.S. (more than 1,600!) and is the key to a



successful college search. Complete Book of Collegesis packed with all of the information that
prospective applicants need to know, including the details on: -Academics ‘Admissions requirements
-Application procedures -Tuition and fees -Transferring options -Housing ‘Financial Aid -Athletics
...and much, much more! Fully updated for 2010, theComplete Book of Collegescontains all of the
latest information about each school. Its unique “Admissions Wizard” questionnaire is designed to
help you find schools that meet your individual needs. With competition for college admission at an
all-time high, count on The Princeton Review to provide you with the most thorough and accurate
guidance on the market.

mass communication media studies major: The Complete Book of Colleges, 2012 Edition
Princeton Review (Firm), 2011-08-15 Presents a comprehensive guide to 1,571 colleges and
universities, and includes information on academic programs, admissions requirements, tuition
costs, housing, financial aid, campus life, organizations, athletic programs, and student services.

mass communication media studies major: The Complete Book of Colleges 2021 The
Princeton Review, 2020-07 The mega-guide to 1,349 colleges and universities by the staff of the
Princeton Review ... [including] detailed information on admissions, financial aid, cost, and
more--Cover.

mass communication media studies major: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Choosing a
College Major Randall S. Hansen, 2007-10-02 How to figure out what you want out of college—and
life. Choosing a college major is the biggest decision of one’s college experience, and there are many
factors to consider. Here, you will discover which majors will give the best chances of finding
employment, which majors are most likely to lead to the highest-paying jobs, what major best suits
each personality, and what skills and background you need to realize your goals.

mass communication media studies major: The Routledge Companion to British Media
History Martin Conboy, John Steel, 2014-09-15 The Routledge Companion to British Media History
provides a comprehensive exploration of how different media have evolved within social, regional
and national contexts. The 50 chapters in this volume, written by an outstanding team of
internationally respected scholars, bring together current debates and issues within media history in
this era of rapid change, and also provide students and researchers with an essential collection of
comparable media histories. The Routledge Companion to British Media History provides an
essential guide to key ideas, issues, concepts and debates in the field. Chapter 40 of this book is
freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives 3.0 license.
https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/d0i/10.4324/9781315756202.ch40

mass communication media studies major: Undergraduate Catalog University of
Michigan--Dearborn, 2009

mass communication media studies major: Digital Transformation in Journalism and
News Media Mike Friedrichsen, Yahya Kamalipour, 2017-05-03 This book analyzes various digital
transformation processes in journalism and news media. By investigating how these processes
stimulate innovation, the authors identify new business and communication models, as well as digital
strategies for a new environment of global information flows. The book will help journalists and
practitioners working in news media to identify best practices and discover new types of information
flows in a rapidly changing news media landscape.

mass communication media studies major: Xenophobia in the Media Senthan Selvarajah,
Nesrin Kenar, Ibrahim Seaga Shaw, Pradeep Dhakal, 2024-01-31 Through its global and critical
perspectives, this book brings together knowledge, ideas and tools to understand the problems and
identify effective solutions, best practices and alternative approaches to combat xenophobia in the
media and build tolerance and social cohesion. Although various studies have been conducted on the
extent to which the media construct xenophobic discourse against immigrants and refugees and how
they represent immigrants, there exists a research lacuna as to the dynamics of the xenophobia
construction in the media; the effect of xenophobic discourse of the media and its function; the
nexus between xenophobia construction of the media and the social, economic and political




conditions; and the impact of the xenophobic discourse of the media on immigrants and host
communities. This book adds knowledge and empirical evidence to fill this research gap. This book
will be an important resource for journalists, scholars and students of media and communication
studies, journalism, political science, sociology and anyone covering issues of race and racism,
human rights, immigration and refugees.

mass communication media studies major: The Media Studies Toolkit Michael Z. Newman,
2022-03-03 In this critical primer, Michael Z. Newman introduces newcomers to the key concepts,
issues, and vocabulary of media studies. Across ten chapters, Newman examines topics from text
and audience to citizenship and consumerism, drawing on a myriad of examples of media old and
new. Film and TV rub shoulders with mobile games and social media, and popular music and video
sharing platforms with journalism and search engines. While the book takes a critical, cultural
approach, it covers topics that apply across many kinds of media scholarship, bridging the
humanities and the social sciences and looking at media as a global phenomenon. It considers media
in relation to society and its unequal structures of power, and relates media representations to their
conditions of production in media industries and consumption in the everyday lives of audiences and
users. Spanning the historical periods of mass media and online participatory culture, it also probes
assumptions about media that were formulated in a previous era and looks at how to update our
thinking to address an ever-changing digital mediascape. With its clear and accessible style, this
book is tailor-made for undergraduate students of media, communication, and cultural studies, as
well as anyone who would like to better understand media.

mass communication media studies major: Towards an Arab higher education space:
international challenges and societal responsibilities Lamine, Bechir, 2010-12-31
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