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Irma Boom the architecture of the book is a fascinating journey into the mind of one of
the most innovative graphic designers of our time. Known for revolutionizing the way
books are designed and experienced, Boom's work transcends traditional boundaries,
blending form, function, and storytelling into architectural marvels of paper and print. If
you haven't encountered her work yet, prepare to discover how the architecture of a book
can be as compelling as the content it holds.

Understanding Irma Boom’s Unique Approach to
Book Design

Irma Boom’s philosophy treats books not merely as containers of information but as
immersive environments. The architecture of her books is about creating a spatial
experience for the reader, where every page turn is like moving through a carefully
constructed space. This architectural sensibility has roots in Boom’s background and her
keen eye for detail, structure, and rhythm.

Unlike conventional book designs that prioritize readability and simplicity, Boom
embraces complexity and experimentation. She approaches the book as an
object—considering how weight, texture, size, and binding contribute to the overall
experience. This holistic view is what sets her apart in the world of graphic design and
publishing.

The Influence of Architectural Principles on Boom’s
Designs

Irma Boom’s work is often described as “architectural” because she applies spatial
thinking to typography and layout. Here are some ways architectural principles manifest
in her designs:

Structure and Framework: Just as architects plan the structural integrity of a
building, Boom meticulously organizes content to create visual balance and flow.

Materiality: The choice of paper stock, finishes, and bindings mirrors an architect’s
choice of materials, impacting the tactile and visual experience.

Spatial Dynamics: Negative space and page margins function like open areas in
architecture, guiding the reader’s eye and pacing their interaction.

Scale and Proportion: Boom plays with size—sometimes creating oversized books



or miniature ones—to challenge conventions and create emotional impact.

These elements combine to produce books that feel alive, inviting readers to explore them
as they would a thoughtfully designed building.

Signature Projects Demonstrating the
Architecture of the Book

Irma Boom’s portfolio includes a range of projects where her architectural approach
shines, from monographs and catalogs to complex art books. Let’s explore some notable
examples.

The Book of Books: A Monumental Tribute

One of Boom’s most celebrated works is *The Book of Books*, created for the centennial of
the renowned Dutch publishing house, De Bezige Bij. This massive tome is not only a
catalog of Boom’s own works but also a statement about the art of bookmaking.

The book’s massive scale—over 800 pages—and unconventional design elements challenge
traditional notions of how a book should function. The binding, layout, and paper choice all
showcase Boom’s architectural mindset, turning the book into a sculptural object that
demands physical engagement.

Designing for Museums and Cultural Institutions

Boom has collaborated with prestigious institutions like the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam
and the Museum of Modern Art in New York. Her exhibition catalogs and art books reflect
an architectural sensibility that respects the content while elevating the user experience.

For example, the catalog for the Stedelijk Museum often incorporates minimalist design
with bold typography and unexpected layouts, reflecting the modernist architecture of the
museum itself. This synergy between the book design and physical space enhances the
narrative, making the book an extension of the museum experience.

Techniques and Innovations in Irma Boom’s Book
Architecture

Irma Boom is not afraid to push the boundaries of what a book can be. Her innovative
techniques often blur the lines between graphic design, bookbinding, and fine art.



Reimagining Bookbinding and Materials

One of the hallmarks of Boom’s architectural approach is her experimentation with
binding techniques. She has used Japanese bindings, exposed spines, and even multi-
layered pages to create depth and texture. These choices affect not only aesthetics but
also how the book functions physically.

Her selection of materials is equally thoughtful. By choosing heavyweight papers,
translucent pages, or textured stocks, Boom enhances the sensory experience, making the
act of reading more tactile and engaging. These design decisions reflect an architect’s
concern with materials and their impact on human interaction.

Typography as Structural Element

Typography in Boom’s work is far from decorative; it serves as a fundamental structural
element. She manipulates font size, weight, and placement to create rhythm and
hierarchy, much like an architect designs rooms and corridors to guide movement.

In many of her designs, text placement challenges the reader to reconsider how they
engage with written content. Sometimes text wraps around images or is integrated into
the page’s architecture in innovative ways, blurring the line between text and image.

Why Irma Boom’s Architectural Book Design
Matters in the Digital Age

In an era dominated by digital media and e-books, the physical book’s future often feels
uncertain. However, Irma Boom’s work underscores the enduring value of the printed
book as a tactile, spatial, and sensory experience.

Her architectural approach reminds us that books can be more than carriers of
information; they can be artworks that invite exploration and interaction. This philosophy
is increasingly important as readers seek meaningful connections with physical objects in
a digital world.

Moreover, Boom’s designs inspire publishers and designers to think beyond standard
templates, encouraging innovation in print that leverages the unique qualities of physical
media.

Lessons for Designers and Creators

For graphic designers, publishers, or anyone involved in creating printed materials, there
are valuable takeaways from Irma Boom’s architectural approach:



Consider the Whole Object: Don’t treat pages as isolated surfaces; think about the1.
book as a unified structure.

Experiment with Materials: Paper, ink, and binding affect user experience as2.
much as content.

Use Typography Creatively: Text is not just information but part of the design3.
architecture.

Challenge Conventions: Question traditional formats to discover new ways of4.
storytelling.

Engage the Senses: Design books that invite touch, sight, and even sound, creating5.
a multisensory experience.

These principles can lead to more innovative, memorable, and meaningful printed works.

The Lasting Impact of Irma Boom’s Architectural
Vision

Irma Boom has transformed the perception of what a book can be. By applying
architectural principles to book design, she has opened new possibilities for creativity and
expression in print media. Her work continues to inspire designers, artists, and publishers
worldwide to think deeply about the physical form of books.

Whether it’s a monumental art catalog, a minimalist exhibition guide, or a complex
monograph, Boom’s designs invite us to slow down, engage, and appreciate the book as a
beautifully constructed space—one that holds stories not just in words but in form,
texture, and structure.

In the end, exploring Irma Boom the architecture of the book is a reminder that design is
more than aesthetics; it’s about crafting experiences that resonate, connect, and endure.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Irma Boom in the field of architecture?
Irma Boom is a renowned Dutch graphic designer known for her innovative book designs,
often collaborating on projects related to architecture rather than practicing as an
architect herself.



What is the significance of Irma Boom's work in
architectural publications?
Irma Boom revolutionized architectural publications by creating books that are not only
informative but also artistic objects, combining innovative layouts, materials, and
typography to enhance the presentation of architectural content.

How does Irma Boom approach the design of
architectural books?
Irma Boom approaches architectural book design by focusing on the tactile and visual
experience, using unique paper choices, large formats, and unconventional binding to
reflect the essence of the architecture featured.

Can you name a notable architectural book designed by
Irma Boom?
One notable architectural book designed by Irma Boom is 'Atlas of the Functional City,'
which showcases her ability to merge detailed architectural information with striking
graphic design.

What makes Irma Boom’s design style unique in
architecture-related projects?
Irma Boom’s design style is unique due to her experimental use of materials, innovative
printing techniques, and the integration of form and content, making the architecture
come alive through her book designs.

Has Irma Boom collaborated with architects on her
projects?
Yes, Irma Boom has collaborated with various architects and architectural firms to create
books that accurately and beautifully represent architectural works and concepts.

What awards has Irma Boom received for her
architectural book designs?
Irma Boom has received numerous awards, including the Gutenberg Prize and the Jan van
Eyck Prize, recognizing her exceptional contributions to book design, including her work
on architectural publications.

How does Irma Boom’s work influence the perception of
architecture?
Irma Boom’s work influences the perception of architecture by transforming architectural
ideas into engaging visual narratives, allowing readers to experience architecture beyond



physical buildings through innovative book design.

Where can one find exhibitions or collections of Irma
Boom’s architectural designs?
Exhibitions and collections of Irma Boom’s architectural designs can be found in major
design museums such as the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam and the Museum of Modern
Art (MoMA) in New York, as well as in international design biennales.

Additional Resources
Irma Boom: The Architecture of the Book and Beyond

irma boom the architecture of the book is a phrase that encapsulates the
groundbreaking work of one of the most influential graphic designers of our time.
Renowned for revolutionizing the field of book design, Irma Boom’s architectural approach
to her craft challenges traditional notions of layout, structure, and narrative flow. Her
work is not merely about assembling pages but constructing immersive experiences that
engage readers on visual, tactile, and conceptual levels. This article delves into the
essence of Irma Boom’s design philosophy, exploring how her architectural mindset
reshapes the boundaries of graphic design and publishing.

Understanding Irma Boom’s Architectural
Approach to Design

Irma Boom’s work transcends conventional graphic design; it is a meticulous construction
of visual narratives that can be likened to architectural projects. Just as architecture
considers space, form, and function, Boom approaches the book as a three-dimensional
entity where each page is a building block contributing to the overall structure. This
approach has earned her international acclaim and numerous awards, including the
prestigious Gutenberg Prize.

Her architectural sensibility manifests in the way she manipulates materials, scales, and
typography to create a cohesive whole. Boom often experiments with unconventional
materials and printing techniques, emphasizing the tactile experience of the reader. This
physicality becomes a vital part of the storytelling, making the book an object of art rather
than just a vessel for information.

The Relationship Between Form and Content

One of the defining features of Irma Boom’s design philosophy is the seamless integration
of form and content. Unlike traditional book design that often prioritizes readability or
aesthetic appeal separately, Boom views the book’s form as an extension of its content’s
meaning. This holistic perspective ensures that every design element—from paper choice



to layout—serves a narrative purpose.

For example, in her design for the monumental “Johan Huizinga: The Waning of the
Middle Ages,” Boom created a 2,400-page book that defies standard publishing norms.
The immense scale and innovative structure mirror the depth and complexity of the
historical subject matter. The book’s architecture supports a layered reading experience,
where the physical heft and design intricacies invite slow, deliberate engagement.

Innovative Use of Typography and Layout

Typography in Irma Boom’s work is not merely a tool for communication but an
architectural element that shapes the reader’s journey. She often employs oversized type,
unexpected placements, and bold contrasts to create rhythm and emphasis within her
designs. This approach disrupts conventional reading patterns, encouraging readers to
interact with the text dynamically.

Her layouts frequently break grid systems, embracing asymmetry and negative space as
design strategies. These choices reflect a modernist architectural influence, where
balance is achieved through tension and contrast rather than uniformity. By doing so,
Boom redefines the spatial relationship between text and image, allowing each to occupy
its own architectural “zone” within the page.

Irma Boom’s Impact on Contemporary Graphic
Design

Irma Boom’s architectural methodology has had a profound influence on contemporary
graphic design, inspiring a generation of designers to rethink the possibilities of the book
as a medium. Her willingness to push boundaries has opened new avenues for
experimentation, particularly in the integration of digital and physical elements.

Blurring the Lines Between Graphic Design and
Architecture

Boom’s approach blurs the distinction between graphic design and architecture by
emphasizing spatial awareness and structural coherence. This is evident in her
collaborative projects with architects, where her designs complement and enhance
architectural narratives. Her work on the “Atlas of the Dutch Waterline” demonstrates this
synergy, as the book’s design mirrors the intricate network of fortifications it documents,
creating a dialogue between content and spatial form.



Challenges and Criticisms

While widely celebrated, Boom’s architectural style is not without its challenges. Some
critics argue that the complexity and scale of her designs can compromise accessibility,
making certain works less user-friendly for general audiences. The emphasis on form
sometimes risks overshadowing content clarity, posing questions about the balance
between artistic expression and functional communication.

Moreover, the production costs associated with her ambitious projects can be prohibitive,
limiting the commercial viability of such designs in mainstream publishing. However,
Boom’s work primarily targets collectors, institutions, and cultural organizations that
value the book as an art object, mitigating these concerns in her specific niche.

Educational Contributions and Legacy

Beyond her design practice, Irma Boom has played a significant role as an educator,
influencing future designers through her teaching and writings. Her masterclasses and
lectures emphasize the importance of conceptual rigor and material experimentation,
encouraging students to approach design as a form of architectural problem-solving.

Her legacy is evident in the increased recognition of book design as a critical discipline
within graphic design and art education. Institutions worldwide now incorporate Boom’s
principles into their curricula, underscoring the lasting impact of her architectural
approach.

Key Projects Exemplifying Irma Boom’s
Architectural Design

Several landmark projects illustrate the core of Irma Boom’s philosophy and highlight her
architectural mastery:

“Johan Huizinga: The Waning of the Middle Ages” (1992): A monumental
2,400-page book that challenges conventional formats with its scale and innovative
layout.

“Dutch Water Dreams” (2010): A visual exploration of the Netherlands’
relationship with water, where materiality and structure reflect the thematic content.

“The Making of the New Rijksmuseum” (2013): A comprehensive documentation
of the museum’s renovation, where design and architecture converge to narrate a
cultural transformation.

“The Art of the Motorcycle” (1998): A dynamic exhibition catalog that employs
bold typography and layout to capture motion and industrial design.



These projects showcase Boom’s ability to adapt her architectural sensibility across
diverse subjects, consistently producing work that challenges the norm and invites deeper
engagement.

Materiality as a Structural Component

An often overlooked aspect of Irma Boom’s work is her innovative use of materials. Rather
than treating paper and binding as mere carriers of content, she incorporates them as
integral components of the book’s architecture. From translucent pages to textured
stocks, the materials create layers of meaning and sensory interaction.

This attention to materiality aligns with architectural principles, where the choice of
building materials affects both aesthetics and functionality. Boom’s tactile sensibility
ensures that the reader’s interaction with the book is multisensory, transcending the
purely visual.

The Digital Dimension and Future Directions

In the digital age, Irma Boom has embraced new technologies while retaining her
architectural ethos. She explores digital platforms not as replacements but as extensions
of her physical designs. Interactive e-books and digital archives curated by Boom maintain
her emphasis on structure and narrative coherence, offering readers an architectural
experience in virtual space.

Looking ahead, Boom’s integration of augmented reality and hybrid publishing formats
suggests a future where the boundaries between physical and digital architecture of books
continue to blur, expanding the potential for immersive storytelling.

The architecture of the book, as envisioned by Irma Boom, invites reconsideration of what
a book can be. By treating each design project as an architectural endeavor, Boom
challenges designers and readers alike to recognize the book as a crafted space—one that
houses stories not only through words and images but through structure, materiality, and
spatial dynamics. Her contributions redefine the possibilities of graphic design, leaving a
legacy that bridges disciplines and inspires innovation.
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  irma boom the architecture of the: Irma Boom Irma Boom, Mathieu Lommen, 2013
  irma boom the architecture of the: Irma Boom Irma Boom, M.M.J.J.P. Lommen, Universiteit
van Amsterdam. Bibliotheek. Bijzondere Collecties, Stephan van der Linden, 2013
  irma boom the architecture of the: Irma Boom Mathieu Lommen, 2013
  irma boom the architecture of the: The New Curator: Exhibiting Architecture and
Design Fleur Watson, 2021-05-30 The New Curator: Exhibiting Architecture and Design examines
the challenges inherent in exhibiting design ideas. Traditionally, exhibitions of architecture and
design have predominantly focused on displaying finished outcomes or communicating a work
through representation. In this ground-breaking new book, Fleur Watson unveils the emergence of
the ‘new curator’. Instead of exhibiting finished works or artefacts, the rise of ‘performative
curation’ provides a space where experimental methods for encountering design ideas are being
tested. Here, the role of the curator is not that of ‘custodian’ or ‘expert’ but with the intent to create
a shared space of encounter with audiences. To illustrate this phenomenon, the book explores a
diverse, international range of exhibitions. Divided into six themes, a series of project profiles are
contextualized through conversations with influential curators and cultural producers such as Paola
Antonelli, Kayoko Ota, Mimi Zeiger, Catherine Ince, Aric Chen, Zoë Ryan, Beatrice Leanza, Prem
Krishnamurthy, Marina Otero Verzier, Brook Andrew, Carroll Go-Sam, Rory Hyde, Eva Franch i
Gilabert, Patti Anahory and Paula Nascimento. Featuring over 100 color illustrations, this highly
designed, beautiful book offers an innovative contribution to the field. An essential read for students
and professionals in architecture, design, art, visual culture, museum studies, curatorial studies and
cultural theory. The book also features a foreword by Deyan Sudjic and an afterword by Leon van
Schaik AO.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Biography in Books Irma Boom, Mathieu Lommen,
Universiteit van Amsterdam. Bibliotheek. Bijzondere Collecties, 2010 Irma Boom has become one of
the most widely renowned and laureated book designers in the world today. Her often ingenious
solutions to individual book productions have gained her international fame and her work is now
collected by many leading museums such as the MoMa in New York. Besides book designs she also
creates corporate identities, postage stamps and posters. The special collections of the University of
Amsterdam library will honour Irma Boom with a major retrospective exhibition of her work. Her
studio archive was donated to the library in 2003. To accompany this exhibition she produced an
exceptional catalogue; this miniature book (38 X 50 mm) contains a complete overview of her work,
with commentary and more than 450 full colour illustrations in 704 pages with printed edges.
Exhibition: Special collections of the University of Amsterdam library (4.6-3.10.2010).
  irma boom the architecture of the: The Materiality of Reading Theresa Schilhab, Sue Walker,
2020-09-24 We read e-books and printed books. But are there differences in how and where we
read? And what opportunities does a digital reading environment bring for writers and designers?
The materiality of reading explores the experience of reading by examining the interaction between
the reader and the object of reading. Bringing together an array of disciplinary perspectives such as
neurobiology, embodied reading and typography, we aim to understand how the materiality of the
text enhances reader engagement with digital and physical books. The papers of this anthology are
the result of academic discussions and empirical explorations at universities in Zadar, Vilnius,
Reading and Stavanger as the authors are all members of the European research initiative,
‘Evolution of Reading in the Age of Digitisation’ (E-READ).
  irma boom the architecture of the: Boom Irma Boom, Mathieu Lommen, 2013-01-01 Irma
Boom has become one of the most widely renowned and laureated book designers in the world
today. Her often ingenious solutions to individual book productions have gained her international
fame and her work is now collected by many leading museums suc
  irma boom the architecture of the: Teaching Text Technologies and Critical
Bibliography Among the Disciplines Barbara Heritage, Donna A. C. Sy, 2025-05-15 Teaching
Text Technologies and Critical Bibliography Among the Disciplines: Objects of Study is a richly
illustrated volume consisting of 23 methods-based chapters discussing innovative and often



experimental approaches to hands-on teaching with material texts. Featuring 47 contributors whose
work ranges from digital humanities, librarianship, curation, and conservation to architecture,
culinary history, fine art, literary history, and the history of science, the collection builds on new
work in the areas of text technologies and critical bibliography—emerging scholarly approaches
being embraced in the humanities. The book features established experts in bibliography, the history
of the book, manuscript studies, and textual editing, as well as educators and students who are
applying new critical bibliographical methods (e.g., Black bibliography) to their pedagogy. The result
is a dynamic cross-disciplinary, cross-generational exchange modeling inclusive pedagogies with
textual artifacts and illuminating how object-oriented teaching can harness the insights of diverse
branches of practice and learning.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Proceedings of the 2nd International and Interdisciplinary
Conference on Image and Imagination Enrico Cicalò, 2020-03-17 This book gathers peer-reviewed
papers presented at the 1st International and Interdisciplinary Conference on Image and
Imagination (IMG 2019), held in Alghero, Italy, in July 2019. Highlighting interdisciplinary and
multi-disciplinary research concerning graphics science and education, the papers address
theoretical research as well as applications, including education, in several fields of science,
technology and art. Mainly focusing on graphics for communication, visualization, description and
storytelling, and for learning and thought construction, the book provides architects, engineers,
computer scientists, and designers with the latest advances in the field, particularly in the context of
science, arts and education.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Envisioning Architecture Eugenio Morello, Barbara E.
A. Piga, 2013
  irma boom the architecture of the: Present Marietta de Vries, 2010 Represent Royal
Tichelaar Makkum describes the last fifteen years of the long history of this Frisian earthenware
factory and the Netherlands’ oldest company. Under the impassioned leadership of director Jan
Tichelaar, Royal Tichelaar Makkum is undergoing a number of decisive changes. By combining
century-old craftsmanship with innovative projects by designers and architects, he has succeeded in
broadening the company’s activities to include contemporary products in the fields of architecture
and design. The production of traditional earthenware, one of Holland’s most famous national
products, will continue alongside these new advancements. In this way, new products within both
disciplines are being developed while traditional craftsmanship undergoes unique innovations.
Represent Royal Tichelaar Makkum outlines the context which gave rise to these developments and
gives a picture of the many inspiring products it has generated.--Back cover.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Design Graphique Au 21e Siécle Charlotte Fiell, Peter
Fiell, 2003 Presents a sweeping look at today's most progressive graphic currents - from signage and
packaging to branding and web design.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Landscape Design in Color Mira Engler, 2022-12-27
Architects, landscape architects and urban designers experiment with color and lighting effects in
their daily professional practice. Over the past decade, there has been a reinvigorated discussion on
color within architectural and cultural studies. Yet, scholarly enquiry within landscape architecture
has been minimal despite its important role in landscape design. This book posits that though color
and lighting effects appear natural, fleeting, and difficult to comprehend, the sensory palette of built
landscapes and gardens has been carefully constructed to shape our experience and evoke meaning
and place character. Landscape Design in Color: History, Theory, and Practice 1750 to Today is an
inquiry into the themes, theories, and debates on color and its impact on practice in Western
landscape architecture over the past three centuries. Divided into three key periods, each chapter in
the book looks at the use of color in the written and built work of key prominent designers. The book
investigates thematic juxtapositions such as: natural and artificial; color and line; design and
draftsmanship; sensation and concept; imitation and translation; deception and display; and
decoration and structure, and how these have appeared, faded, disappeared, and reappeared
throughout the ages. Richly designed and illustrated in full color throughout, including color



palettes, this book is a must-have resource for students, scholars, and design professionals in
landscape architecture and its allied disciplines.
  irma boom the architecture of the: El diseño como actitud Alice Rawsthorn, 2021-02-01 En
una época en la que nos vemos obligados a afrontar grandes y tumultuosos cambios en distintos
frentes, desde el medioambiental hasta el tecnológico, Alice Rawsthorn explora cómo las nuevas
generaciones de diseñadores se valen de las herramientas digitales para perseguir sus objetivos
sociales, políticos o ecológicos. La galardonada crítica de diseño y autora británica reúne en El
diseño como actitud textos inéditos en los que aborda aspectos esenciales del diseño
contemporáneo: desde su rol en la interpretación de las nuevas tecnologías hasta su papel ante la
crisis medioambiental, pasando por su función en la expresión de nuestras identidades o el
empoderamiento digital de la nueva ola de diseñadores en África. Atendiendo a los grandes retos y
transformaciones en el diseño contemporáneo, este libro nos ofrece una lúcida visión sobre el
impacto que este ejerce sobre nosotros, ahora y en el futuro.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Anatomy of Design Steven Heller, Mirko Ilic,
2009-03-01 DIVAnatomy of Design dissects fifty examples of graphic design piece by piece, revealing
an array of influences and inspirations. These pieces represent contemporary artifacts that are well
conceived, finely crafted, and filled with hidden treasures. Some are overtly complex. Others are so
simple that it is hard to believe thereâ€™s a storehouse of inspiration hidden underneath. The
selections include all kinds of design work including posters, packages, and more. Each exhibit is
selected for its ubiquity, thematic import, and aesthetic significance, and every page shows
howgreat work is derived from various inspirational and physical sources, some well-known, some
unknown./div
  irma boom the architecture of the: Irma Boom , 2013
  irma boom the architecture of the: Graphic Horizons Luis Hermida González, João Pedro
Xavier, Inés Pernas Alonso, Carlos Losada Pérez, 2024-04-05 This book reports on several advances
in architectural graphics, with a special emphasis on education, research and heritage. It gathers a
selection of contributions to the 20th International Congress of Architectural Graphic Expression,
EGA 2024, held on May 27-29, 2024, in Porto, Portugal, with the motto: Graphic Horizons. This is
the third volume of a 3-volume set.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Modern Women: Women Artists at The Museum of
Modern Art Alexandra Schwartz, 2010 This text examines the collection of feminist art in the
Museum of Modern Art. It features essays presenting a range of generational and cultural
perspectives.
  irma boom the architecture of the: Architectural Record , 2001
  irma boom the architecture of the: Design and the Elastic Mind Paola Antonelli, Museum of
Modern Art (New York, N.Y.), 2008 In the past few decades, individuals have experienced dramatic
changes in some of the most established dimensions of human life: time, space, matter, and
individuality. Minds today must be able to synthesize such transformations, whether they are
working across several time zones, travelling between satellite maps and nanoscale images,
drowning in information, or acting fast in order to preserve some slow downtime. Design and the
Elastic Mind focuses on designers ability to grasp momentous advances in technology, science and
social mores and convert them into useful objects and systems. The projects included range from
nanodevices to vehicles, appliances to interfaces and building facades, pragmatic solutions for
everyday use to provocative ideas meant to influence our future choices. Designed by award-winning
book designer Irma Boom, this volume also features essays by Paola Antonelli; design critic and
historian Hugh Aldersey- Williams; visualization design expert Peter Hall; and nanophysicist Ted
Sargent that further explore the promising relationship between design and science.
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