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Cartier Price Increase History: Understanding the Evolution of Luxury Pricing

cartier price increase history is a fascinating journey through time that reflects not only the
brand’s prestige but also the shifting dynamics of the luxury market. For decades, Cartier has
symbolized elegance, craftsmanship, and exclusivity, making its products some of the most coveted
in the world. However, with this status comes pricing strategies that evolve in response to economic
factors, consumer demand, and brand positioning. Exploring the history of Cartier’s price increases
reveals insights into how luxury brands maintain their allure while adapting to changing markets.

The Origins of Cartier’s Pricing Strategy

When Cartier was founded in 1847 in Paris, the brand quickly became synonymous with royal
patronage and high society. In its early years, pricing was rooted in the exquisite craftsmanship and
rare materials used in each piece, from watches to jewelry. The exclusivity factor played a significant
role; only the elite could afford Cartier’s creations, which allowed the brand to maintain premium
pricing from the outset.

Early 20th Century: Establishing Luxury Value

During the early 1900s, Cartier solidified its reputation as a luxury house. The introduction of iconic
designs such as the Santos wristwatch and the Tank collection set new standards in watchmaking and
jewelry design. Prices during this era were influenced by the scarcity of materials like gold and
diamonds, and the labor-intensive production methods.

However, unlike today’s frequent price adjustments, increases were relatively moderate and
infrequent. Cartier’s approach was to build long-term brand value rather than capitalize on short-term
market fluctuations. This helped establish a foundation of trust and prestige that still resonates.

Post-War Era and Price Adjustments

The aftermath of World War Il brought significant changes to the global economy, affecting luxury
brands across the board. Inflation rates soared in many countries, and raw material costs fluctuated
dramatically. Cartier’s pricing strategy had to adapt accordingly.

Inflation and Material Costs

In the 1950s and 1960s, Cartier’s prices reflected rising costs of precious metals and gemstones. The
brand also faced challenges from changing consumer tastes and the rise of new competitors. To
maintain its luxury status, Cartier carefully calibrated price increases to match the perceived value of



its products.

Unlike mass-market brands, Cartier’s price hikes were not solely reactive to inflation but were driven
by a desire to preserve brand exclusivity. This meant that prices often increased ahead of inflation,
reinforcing the perception of Cartier as a luxury investment.

Modern Era: Cartier Price Increase History in the 21st
Century

Entering the 2000s, Cartier saw significant shifts in the luxury market, with growing demand from
emerging economies and the rise of digital retail. These factors have played a crucial role in the
brand’s pricing decisions.

Impact of Globalization and Emerging Markets

As Cartier expanded into markets like China, India, and the Middle East, demand surged for high-end
luxury products. This newfound demand empowered Cartier to implement strategic price increases,
capitalizing on brand desirability and limited availability.

Moreover, luxury consumers increasingly view Cartier products not just as accessories but as status

symbols and investments. This perception allows Cartier to command higher prices while maintaining
customer loyalty.

Annual Price Increases and Their Rationale

In recent years, Cartier has announced periodic price increases—sometimes annually—across its
product lines. These adjustments are influenced by several factors:

¢ Rising raw material costs: Gold, platinum, and diamonds have become more expensive due
to market supply constraints.

e Currency fluctuations: Since Cartier operates globally, currency volatility impacts pricing in
different regions.

* Brand positioning: Maintaining exclusivity often requires raising prices to avoid brand
dilution.

¢ Innovations and craftsmanship: Investments in new designs and improved manufacturing
techniques justify premium pricing.

For example, in recent years, Cartier has increased prices on popular collections like the Love bracelet
and Tank watches by around 5% to 10% annually. While these increments might seem steep to some



consumers, they are consistent with broader luxury market trends.

Cartier’s Pricing Strategy Compared to Other Luxury
Brands

Understanding Cartier price increase history also benefits from comparing it with peers such as
Tiffany & Co., Rolex, and Van Cleef & Arpels. Many of these brands employ similar tactics, including:
e Regular, incremental price hikes to keep pace with inflation and demand
e Limiting product availability to maintain exclusivity

e Strategic price increases ahead of new collection launches

However, Cartier’s unique blend of heritage, design innovation, and global appeal allows it to
command higher price increases than some competitors without risking customer alienation.

Consumer Insights: How to Navigate Cartier Price Changes

For collectors and enthusiasts, keeping track of Cartier price increase history is essential. Here are
some tips to navigate these changes wisely:

1. Purchase strategically: If you're eyeing a specific piece, consider buying before scheduled
price hikes, which often occur annually.

2. Invest in timeless designs: Classic Cartier models tend to appreciate in value, offsetting the
impact of higher purchase prices.

3. Stay informed about market trends: Follow news on precious metal prices and currency
fluctuations, as these factors influence Cartier’s pricing.

The Role of Cartier Price Increases in Brand Perception

Price increases are not just about covering costs—they play a critical role in maintaining Cartier’s
image as a luxury powerhouse. When prices rise, it signals exclusivity and desirability, reinforcing the
brand’s aspirational status. For many consumers, owning Cartier means investing in a legacy, not just
buying jewelry or watches.

This perception drives demand even as prices climb. In fact, limited edition releases and



collaborations often see even more aggressive pricing strategies due to their scarcity and hype.

Balancing Accessibility and Exclusivity

While Cartier aims to remain exclusive, it also seeks to attract new customers. The brand occasionally
introduces entry-level pieces or smaller accessories to appeal to younger or first-time luxury buyers.
However, even these products are subject to price increases, ensuring that Cartier sustains its
premium positioning.

This balancing act between accessibility and exclusivity is a delicate one—one that Cartier manages
through careful pricing and marketing.

Looking Ahead: Future Trends in Cartier Pricing

Given the history of Cartier price increase history, it's clear that prices will continue to rise, influenced
by global economic factors and brand strategy. Key trends to watch include:

¢ Increased focus on sustainable sourcing: Ethical diamonds and recycled metals may affect
production costs and pricing.

* Technological advancements: Innovations in watchmaking and jewelry design could justify
premium pricing.

¢ Market expansion: As Cartier enters new markets, pricing strategies may adapt to local
economic conditions.

For collectors and fans, understanding these factors can help anticipate when and why Cartier raises
prices, allowing for smarter purchasing decisions.

Cartier’s price increase history is a testament to the brand’s enduring allure and its ability to adapt to
changing times without compromising its core values of luxury and craftsmanship. Whether you're a
seasoned collector or a first-time buyer, appreciating this history enriches the experience of owning a
piece of Cartier’s timeless elegance.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the most recent Cartier price increase
implemented?

The most recent Cartier price increase was implemented in early 2024, reflecting rising costs in raw
materials and manufacturing.



How frequently does Cartier typically increase its prices?

Cartier generally increases its prices annually or biannually, depending on market conditions and
material costs.

What factors have contributed to Cartier's price increases
over the years?

Factors include rising costs of precious metals and gemstones, inflation, changes in currency
exchange rates, and increased demand for luxury goods.

How much have Cartier prices increased over the past
decade?

Over the past decade, Cartier prices have increased by approximately 20-30%, varying by product
category and market.

Did Cartier implement any price increases during the
COVID-19 pandemic?

Cartier delayed some price increases during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic but resumed
adjustments as the market stabilized in late 2020 and beyond.

Are Cartier price increases consistent across all product lines?

No, Cartier's price increases vary across product lines; for example, prices for watches may rise
differently compared to jewelry or accessories due to differing costs and demand.

Additional Resources

Cartier Price Increase History: An Analytical Review of Trends and Market Impact

cartier price increase history reveals a nuanced narrative of luxury market dynamics, brand
positioning, and economic factors influencing one of the world’s most prestigious jewelry and
watchmakers. Over the decades, Cartier’s pricing strategy has been shaped by shifts in consumer
demand, raw material costs, inflation, and the brand’s deliberate efforts to maintain exclusivity and
desirability. This article delves into the evolution of Cartier’s price changes, examining historical
patterns, underlying causes, and the implications for collectors, investors, and luxury enthusiasts
alike.

Understanding Cartier’s Pricing Evolution

Cartier, founded in 1847, has long been synonymous with elegance, craftsmanship, and exclusivity.
Its iconic collections—ranging from the Tank and Santos watches to the Love bracelet and Panthere
jewelry—have established the brand as a benchmark of luxury. Consequently, the brand’s pricing



strategy is not merely a reflection of production costs but a carefully calibrated signal of prestige and
market positioning.

Historically, Cartier prices have steadily increased, often outpacing inflation rates and general luxury
market trends. This upward trajectory reflects a combination of factors:

* Raw Material Costs: Precious metals like gold and platinum, as well as diamonds and
gemstones, have seen significant price fluctuations, directly impacting Cartier’s base costs.

e Brand Strategy: Cartier has periodically adjusted prices to reinforce exclusivity and manage
demand, including deliberate price hikes to align with the luxury sector’s premium ethos.

e Currency Fluctuations: As a global brand, Cartier’s pricing is influenced by exchange rate
variations, especially between the euro, US dollar, and other key currencies.

e Economic Conditions: Inflation, economic downturns, and geopolitical events have
occasionally prompted Cartier to reassess its pricing to maintain profitability.

Key Phases in Cartier Price Increase History

Tracking Cartier’s price increases over the past few decades reveals distinct phases that correspond
with broader economic and industry trends.

1990s to Early 2000s: Gradual Growth Amid Expansion

During the 1990s and early 2000s, Cartier expanded its retail footprint globally, entering emerging
luxury markets in Asia and the Middle East. Prices during this period increased moderately, reflecting
both inflation and the brand’s growing international presence.

- The Love bracelet, for example, saw incremental price adjustments, moving from a niche item to a
mainstream luxury symbol.

- Cartier watches, such as the Tank and Santos, remained relatively stable in price, balancing heritage
appeal with broader accessibility.

Mid-2000s to 2010: Strategic Premium Positioning

In the mid-2000s, Cartier began implementing more aggressive price increases. This period coincided
with rising gold prices and a global surge in luxury demand fueled by growing wealth in emerging
economies.

- Price hikes of 5-10% annually became more common, particularly on iconic pieces.

- Cartier introduced limited editions and high-jewelry collections with steeper price tags, solidifying its
premium market stance.

- The brand also leveraged craftsmanship innovations, justifying higher prices through technical



improvements and exclusivity.

2010s to Present: Navigating Market Volatility and Brand Reinforcement

The 2010s ushered in a complex landscape marked by fluctuating commodity prices, currency
volatility, and shifting consumer preferences.

- Cartier’s price increase history during this decade shows a more variable pattern, with some years
featuring significant hikes (up to 15%) and others focusing on product diversification rather than
blanket price increases.

- Notably, the resurgence of vintage Cartier watches in the secondary market has influenced primary
market pricing, as demand for heritage models has surged.

- The COVID-19 pandemic initially caused temporary pricing freezes or minor reductions in select
markets but was followed by accelerated price increases as the luxury sector rebounded.

Factors Influencing Cartier’s Price Increases

Material Costs and Supply Chain Dynamics

The volatility of precious metal and gemstone prices has been a consistent driver behind Cartier’s
pricing adjustments. For instance, the price of gold surged dramatically between 2005 and 2011,
directly impacting the cost base for Cartier’s gold jewelry and watches. Supply chain
disruptions—such as those caused by geopolitical tensions or the COVID-19 pandemic—have also
increased production costs, prompting price recalibrations.

Brand Perception and Market Positioning

Cartier’s sustained price increases are as much about preserving brand equity as they are about
covering costs. By incrementally raising prices, Cartier enhances the perception of exclusivity and
luxury. This strategy is crucial in a competitive market where prestige brands must avoid
commoditization.

Inflation and Currency Effects

Inflationary pressures globally necessitate periodic price adjustments. Moreover, Cartier’s
international pricing strategy accounts for currency fluctuations. For example, a weaker euro against
the US dollar or Chinese yuan can lead to differential pricing across regions, effectively causing
localized price increases.



Technological Innovation and Design Evolution

Cartier’s investment in design innovation and the incorporation of advanced watchmaking
technologies justify higher price points. Limited editions featuring novel complications, bespoke
craftsmanship, and unique materials often command premium prices, contributing to the overall
upward pricing trend.

Comparative Analysis: Cartier vs. Competitors’ Price
Trends

When placed alongside other luxury brands such as Tiffany & Co., Bulgari, and Van Cleef & Arpels,
Cartier’s price increase history shows a relatively aggressive but measured approach. While some
competitors have implemented sharp price hikes in response to market pressures, Cartier tends to
balance increments with ongoing product innovation and market expansion.

For example:
o Tiffany & Co. saw several significant price boosts following its acquisition by LVMH,
emphasizing brand repositioning.

e Bulgari focused on expanding its high-jewelry segment, resulting in selective but notable price
increases.

¢ Van Cleef & Arpels maintained steady increases, closely tied to artisanal craftsmanship and
limited production runs.

Cartier’s strategy often involves a blend of gradual price increases with targeted premium collections
to attract both traditional clients and younger, affluent buyers.

Impact of Cartier Price Increases on Consumers and
Collectors

Price increases inevitably affect consumer behavior and market dynamics. For everyday buyers, rising
prices can limit accessibility, reinforcing Cartier’s status as a symbol of elite luxury. However, for
collectors and investors, these increases often signify appreciating asset value, especially for rare or
vintage pieces.

Pros and Cons of Rising Cartier Prices



e Pros:
o Enhanced brand prestige and exclusivity
o Potential appreciation of vintage and limited-edition items

o Support for craftsmanship and innovation

e Cons:
o Reduced accessibility for new buyers
o Risk of market saturation at high price points

o Potential for increased grey market activity

Looking Ahead: Future Trends in Cartier Pricing

Given historical patterns and current market conditions, Cartier’s price trajectory is expected to
continue trending upward, albeit with strategic moderation. The brand’s commitment to sustainability
and ethical sourcing may introduce new cost elements, influencing future pricing decisions.
Additionally, Cartier’s expansion into smart luxury watches and innovative designs could diversify
pricing models, balancing tradition with modernity.

In summary, the Cartier price increase history reflects a complex interplay of economic, strategic, and

market factors. Understanding these dynamics provides valuable insight into the brand’s enduring
allure and the broader luxury industry’s evolution.
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1700 to 1870, a team of leading experts in economic history offer a series of regional studies from
around the world, as well as thematic analyses of key factors governing the differential outcomes in
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capital and technology, geography and institutions, living standards and inequality, international
flows of trade and labour, the international monetary system, and war and empire.
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Centuries Dennis O. Flynn, 2024-10-28 This collection reflects the evolution of a revisionist
argument. The price revolution was indeed a monetary phenomenon, but Professor Flynn's position
is not based upon mainstream monetary theory. Silver mines financed the Spanish Empire and
Japan's consolidation. Ming China was the world's primary silver customer; Europeans acted as
middlemen globally, including massive trade over the Pacific via Manila. American mines nearly led
to the destruction of nascent capitalism in Europe (reverse of arguments by Hamilton, Keynes,
Wallerstein and others). Silver-market disequilibrium caused silver's gravitation toward China;
bullion did not flow to Asia due to European trade deficits. Such conclusions stem from application
of the Doherty-Flynn model developed in the mid-1980s. Economic theory is normally applied to
economic history; in contrast, development of the Doherty-Flynn model was a response to
inadequate conventional theory. Theory emerged from history; its application back to history yields
startling historical reinterpretations.
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cartier price increase history: Resilience of Luxury Companies in Times of Change Gabriella
Lojacono, Laura Ru Yun Pan, 2021-08-23 Why do some luxury companies remain resilient through
times of change, while others do not? The reason is that these companies have unique skills to
diversify their revenue generation by being ambidextrous. Luxury companies today cannot depend
on their reputation or their creativity alone to remain resilient, rather they require the ability to be
ambidextrous - to explore new trajectories for future growth and exploiting their iconic values. In
past decades, the industry has shifted from product to customer centric and forced companies to
adopt new strategies and approaches to succeed. This includes the adoption of digital platforms such
as ecommerce, social media and mobile enabled tools to continually elevate customer experience. In
addition, new business models have emerged to address growing pains, particularly in inventory
issues, over manufacturing and sustainability. Brands today are forced to adopt evolution through
innovation that is anchored by new values without compromising their DNA. Based on in-depth
research and interviews with CEOs from leading luxury companies, Lojacono and Pan show how
companies can hedge their risks and remain resilient in times of change.

cartier price increase history: World History Candice Goucher, Linda Walton, 2013-03-12
World History: Journeys from Past to Present uses common themes to present an integrated and
comprehensive survey of human history from its origins to the present day. By weaving together
thematic and regional perspectives in coherent chronological narratives, Goucher and Walton
transform the overwhelming sweep of the human past into a truly global story that is relevant to the
contemporary issues of our time. Revised and updated throughout, the second edition of this
innovative textbook combines clear chronological progression with thematically focused chapters
divided into six parts as follows: PART 1. EMERGENCE (Human origins to 500 CE) PART 2. ORDER
(1 CE-1500 CE) PART 3. CONNECTIONS (500-1600 CE) PART 4. BRIDGING WORLDS (1300-1800
CE) PART 5. TRANSFORMING LIVES (1500-1900) PART 6. FORGING A GLOBAL COMMUNITY
(1800- Present) The expanded new edition features an impressive full-color design with a host of
illustrations, maps and primary source excerpts integrated throughout. Chapter opening timelines
supply context for the material ahead, while end of chapter questions and annotated additional
resources provide students with the tools for independent study. Each chapter and part boasts



introductory and summary essays that guide the reader in comprehending the relevant theme. In
addition, the companion website offers a range of resources including an interactive historical
timeline, an indispensable study skills section for students, tips for teaching and learning
thematically, and PowerPoint slides, lecture material and discussion questions in a password
protected area for instructors. This textbook provides a basic introduction for all students of World
History, incorporating thematic perspectives that encourage critical thinking, link to globally
relevant contemporary issues, and stimulate further study.
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cartier price increase history: World History Steven Wallech, Touraj Daryaee, Craig
Hendricks, Anne Lynne Negus, Peter P. Wan, Gordon Morris Bakken, 2013-01-22 World History: A
Concise Thematic Analysis presents the highly anticipated second edition of the most affordable and
accessible survey of world history designed for use at the college level. This text offers a
comparative analysis of great civilizations of Eurasia, Africa, and the Americas in an engaging
narrative that contextualizes history instead of drowning students in a sea of facts. Themes
addressed include population dynamics, food production challenges, disease history, warfare, and
others. Instructor resources are available online for this text. This new edition of World History: A
Concise Thematic Analysis features a newly-designed interior organization to enhance navigation
and comprehension of the material. An instructors' test bank is available online.
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century Peter Burke, Sigfried ]. de Laet, 1994 The fifth volume of the this series examines historical
events and cultural, social and political structures which were introduced between the 16th and 18th
centuries.

cartier price increase history: A History of Western Society John P. McKay, Bennett D. Hill,
John Buckler, 2006 A bestseller in its field, A History of Western Society examines the lives of both
historical figures and ordinary people, using an engaging, lively writing style to capture and
maintain student interest. The authors pay careful attention to political and cultural phenomena,
providing a balanced account of Western history as a whole.In addition to its emphasis on social
history, the Eighth Edition retains the text's hallmark pedagogical features and visual appeal. In
order to promote critical thinking, Listening to the Past features present primary source documents
and Questions for Analysis that reinforce themes in social history. Individuals in Society biography
features focus on the impact of historical events on an individual or group and explain the actions
taken by those people.
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1877 Nicholas Fellows, Mike Wells, 2025-08-07 We are working towards endorsement of this title
for the Cambridge Pathway to support the full syllabus for examination from 2027. Develop
knowledge and analytical skills with engaging, comprehensive coverage of the Cambridge
International AS Level US History to 1877 syllabus (8101) for examination from 2027. - Trust in the
high-quality, in-depth narrative, which places an increased focus on social and economic history to
ensure learners study a diverse range of American voices and perspectives. The analysis is written
by experienced authors and reviewed by US-based academic historians. - Develop source skills and
understanding from a wide range of sources and accompanying source-based questions and
activities. - Revisit and consolidate knowledge and understanding with summary diagrams for each
key question, chapter summaries and refresher questions. - Deepen understanding through key
terms, debates and profiles. - Reinforce understanding for all learners with a clear layout, accessible
language, and ESL-friendly terms. - Build confidence with applying your knowledge with end of
chapter Study Skills sections that provide assessment guidance and practice. Sample pages coming
soon.

cartier price increase history: History of Money Glyn Davies, 2010-09-01 This is a
straight-forward, readable account, written with the minimum of jargon, of the central importance of
money in the ordinary business of the life of different people throughout the ages from ancient times




to the present day. It includes the Barings crisis and the report by the Bank of England on Barings
Bank; up-to-date information on the state of Japanese banking and the changes in the financial scene
in the US. It also touches on the US housing market and the problem of negative equity. The paradox
of why more coins than ever before are required in an increasingly cashless society is clearly
explained, as is the role of the Euro coin as the lowest common denominator in Europe's
controversial single currency system. The final section provides evidence to suggest that for most of
the world's richer countries the era of persistent inflation may well be at an end. This new edition is
updated and takes account of important recent developments such as the independence of the Bank
of England, the introduction of Euro notes and coins from 1st of January 2002 and developments in
electronic money.
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cartier price increase history: The Canadian Encyclopedia James H. Marsh, 1999 This
edition of The Canadian Encyclopedia is the largest, most comprehensive book ever published in
Canada for the general reader. It is COMPLETE: every aspect of Canada, from its rock formations to
its rock bands, is represented here. It is UNABRIDGED: all of the information in the four red
volumes of the famous 1988 edition is contained here in this single volume. It has been EXPANDED:
since 1988 teams of researchers have been diligently fleshing out old entries and recording new
ones; as a result, the text from 1988 has grown by 50% to over 4,000,000 words. It has been
UPDATED: the researchers and contributors worked hard to make the information as current as
possible. Other words apply to this extraordinary work of scholarship: AUTHORITATIVE, RELIABLE
and READABLE. Every entry is compiled by an expert. Equally important, every entry is written for a
Canadian reader, from the Canadian point of view. The finished work - many years in the making,
and the equivalent of forty average-sized books - is an extraordinary storehouse of information about
our country. This book deserves pride of place on the bookshelf in every Canadian Home. It is no
accident that the cover of this book is based on the Canadian flag. For the proud truth is that this
volume represents a great national achievement. From its formal inception in 1979, this
encyclopedia has always represented a vote of faith in Canada; in Canada as a separate place whose
natural worlds and whose peoples and their achievements deserve to be recorded and celebrated. At
the start of a new century and a new millennium, in an increasingly borderless corporate world that
seems ever more hostile to nationaldistinctions and aspirations, this Canadian Encyclopedia is
offered in a spirit of defiance and of faith in our future. The statistics behind this volume are
staggering. The opening sixty pages list the 250 Consultants, the roughly 4,000 Contributors (all
experts in the field they describe) and the scores of researchers, editors, typesetters, proofreaders
and others who contributed their skills to this massive project. The 2,640 pages incorporate over
10,000 articles and over 4,000,000 words, making it the largest - some might say the greatest -
Canadian book ever published. There are, of course, many special features. These include a map of
Canada, a special page comparing the key statistics of the 23 major Canadian cities, maps of our
cities, a variety of tables and photographs, and finely detailed illustrations of our wildlife, not to
mention the colourful, informative endpapers. But above all the book is encyclopedic - which the
Canadian Oxford Dictionary describes as embracing all branches of learning. This means that (with
rare exceptions) there is satisfaction for the reader who seeks information on any Canadian subject.
From the first entry A mari usque ad mare - from sea to sea (which is Canada's motto, and a good
description of this volume's range) to the Zouaves (who mustered in Quebec to fight for the
beleaguered Papacy) there is the required summary of information, clearly and accurately
presented. For the browser the constant variety of entries and the lure of regular cross-references
will provide hours of fasination. The word encyclopedia derives from Greek expressions alluding to a



grand circle of knowledge. Our knowledge has expandedimmeasurably since the time that one mnd
could encompass all that was known.Yet now Canada's finest scientists, academics and specialists
have distilled their knowledge of our country between the covers of one volume. The result is a book
for every Canadian who values learning, and values Canada.
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