history of the dixiecrats

The History of the Dixiecrats: A Deep Dive into a Pivotal Chapter of American Politics

history of the dixiecrats is a fascinating and complex tale rooted in the turbulent political and social
transformations of mid-20th century America. To understand this chapter fully, one must explore the
origins, motivations, and consequences of this short-lived but impactful political movement. The Dixiecrats
not only represent a moment of resistance against civil rights progress but also highlight the shifting

allegiances and ideological battles that reshaped the American South and the broader political landscape.

Origins of the Dixiecrats

The Dixiecrats emerged in 1948, born out of intense frustration and opposition within the Democratic
Party’s Southern faction. At this time, the Democratic Party was a coalition that included both progressive
Northern liberals and conservative Southern whites. The tension between these groups came to a head

over the issue of civil rights.

In the aftermath of World War II, the push for racial equality and civil rights gained momentum.
President Harry S. Truman’s administration took significant steps, such as desegregating the armed forces
and advocating for civil rights legislation. For many Southern Democrats, known as "Southern
segregationists,” these moves were seen as threats to their traditional way of life and the Jim Crow system

that enforced racial segregation and disenfranchisement.

The 1948 Democratic National Convention

The immediate catalyst for the Dixiecrats’ formation was the 1948 Democratic National Convention. At the
convention, the party adopted a civil rights plank in its platform, which included strong language
advocating for anti-lynching laws, abolition of poll taxes, and desegregation efforts. This platform alienated

many Southern delegates.

In response, a group of Southern Democrats, led by Governor Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, walked
out of the convention. They formed the States' Rights Democratic Party, more commonly known as the
Dixiecrats. Their platform was clear: preserve segregation and oppose federal intervention in states’ rights

regarding race relations.



The Dixiecrats’ Political Impact

Though the Dixiecrats were a splinter group, their influence was significant, especially in the 1948
presidential election. They aimed to disrupt Truman’s path to re-election by pulling Southern states away

from the Democratic Party.

Strom Thurmond’s 1948 Presidential Campaign

The Dixiecrats nominated Strom Thurmond as their presidential candidate. Thurmond was an ardent
segregationist and a symbol of Southern resistance. The campaign focused almost exclusively on

maintaining racial segregation and opposing civil rights reforms.

In the election, the Dixiecrats won four Southern states—South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, and
Louisiana—carrying 39 electoral votes. While they failed to win the presidency, their success in these states
underscored the deep regional divide within the Democratic Party and foreshadowed the political

realignment that would come in later decades.

Long-Term Effects on Southern Politics

The Dixiecrats’ breakaway was a precursor to the eventual shift of many white Southern voters from the
Democratic to the Republican Party, a realignment that became more pronounced during the civil rights
era of the 1960s and beyond. The Republican Party’s "Southern Strategy" capitalized on the racial and

cultural anxieties that the Dixiecrats had voiced, reshaping American politics for generations.

Understanding the Social Context Behind the Dixiecrats

To grasp the full significance of the history of the Dixiecrats, it’s essential to place their emergence within

the broader social context of the American South during the mid-20th century.

Jim Crow Laws and Segregation

The South in the 1940s was dominated by Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation in public
facilities, voting restrictions, and social discrimination against African Americans. The Dixiecrats’ platform
was essentially a defense of this system, as they viewed any federal civil rights interventions as an

infringement on states’ autonomy and Southern traditions.



Resistance to Civil Rights

The Dixiecrats embodied the fierce resistance to the burgeoning civil rights movement. Their stance
reflected widespread Southern white fears about social change, economic competition, and the dismantling
of racial hierarchies. This opposition delayed civil rights progress and contributed to years of tension and

violence.

The Decline and Legacy of the Dixiecrats

Though the Dixiecrats as a formal political party dissolved shortly after the 1948 election, their legacy

persisted in various ways.

Return to the Democratic Party or Shift to Republicans

Many Dixiecrat leaders, including Strom Thurmond, eventually rejoined the Democratic Party but
maintained their segregationist views until the party’s national trajectory shifted. Thurmond famously
switched to the Republican Party in 1964, symbolizing the broader realignment of Southern white

conservatives.

Influence on Modern American Politics

The history of the Dixiecrats helps explain the deep-rooted political and racial divides in the United States.
Their movement was an early signal of the fracturing of the New Deal coalition and the rise of identity-
based political strategies. Understanding this history sheds light on contemporary debates about race, states’

rights, and political identity in America.

Lessons from the History of the Dixiecrats

Looking back, the story of the Dixiecrats offers several important insights:

e The power of regional identity: The Dixiecrats’ strength was rooted in a shared Southern cultural

and political identity, showing how regionalism can influence national politics.

e The impact of race on political realignments: The Dixiecrats illustrate how issues of race and civil



rights can drive major shifts in party loyalty and voter behavior.

¢ The complexity of states’ rights: While states’ rights are often invoked in political debates, the
Dixiecrats remind us that this concept has been used historically to justify policies of exclusion and

discrimination.

As America continues to grapple with its racial and political history, the history of the Dixiecrats remains a
crucial chapter for understanding how past conflicts shape present realities. Their story is not just about a

political party but about the enduring struggle over equality, identity, and power in the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Dixiecrats?

The Dixiecrats were a segregationist, Southern Democratic political party that broke away from the

Democratic Party in 1948 in opposition to its civil rights platform.

What led to the formation of the Dixiecrats?

The Dixiecrats formed in response to President Harry S. Truman's support for civil rights, including

desegregation and anti-lynching laws, which Southern Democrats opposed.

‘What was the official name of the Dixiecrat party?

The official name of the Dixiecrat party was the States' Rights Democratic Party.

‘Who was the presidential candidate for the Dixiecrats in 1948?

Strom Thurmond, then Governor of South Carolina, was the Dixiecrats' presidential candidate in the 1948

election.

What impact did the Dixiecrats have on the 1948 U.S. presidential

election?

The Dixiecrats won four Southern states in the 1948 election, demonstrating strong regional opposition to

civil rights reforms but ultimately did not prevent Harry S. Truman's re-election.



How did the Dixiecrats influence American politics after 19487

The Dixiecrats' emphasis on states' rights and segregation contributed to the eventual realignment of

Southern white voters from the Democratic Party to the Republican Party over the following decades.

Additional Resources

The History of the Dixiecrats: A Detailed Examination of a Defining Moment in American Political

Realignment

history of the dixiecrats unfolds as a critical chapter in the political and social transformation of the United
States during the mid-20th century. Emerging in the pivotal year of 1948, the Dixiecrats represented a
faction of Southern Democrats who vehemently opposed civil rights reforms and federal intervention in
racial segregation. This article delves into the origins, ideological foundation, political impact, and lasting
legacy of the Dixiecrats, situating their emergence within the broader context of American political

realignment and the evolving discourse on race relations.

Origins and Formation of the Dixiecrats

The history of the Dixiecrats is rooted deeply in the post-World War II political landscape, a period marked
by increasing pressure for racial equality and civil rights. The Democratic Party, historically dominant in
the Southern United States, began to face internal divisions as its national leadership moved towards
endorsing civil rights initiatives. The catalyst for the Dixiecrats’ formation was President Harry S. Truman's
1948 civil rights platform, which included proposals to desegregate the armed forces and ensure voting

rights for African Americans.

Southern Democrats, primarily white conservatives from states such as Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana,
viewed these reforms as direct threats to the Jim Crow system. In response, they organized the States’
Rights Democratic Party, colloquially known as the Dixiecrats, at a convention in Birmingham, Alabama, in
July 1948. The Dixiecrats’ platform centered on maintaining segregation and opposing federal

encroachment on states’ rights.

Key Figures and Leadership

The Dixiecrats were led by prominent Southern politicians who had considerable influence within their
home states. Strom Thurmond, the Governor of South Carolina, was the most notable figure, serving as the
party's presidential candidate in the 1948 election. Other leading Dixiecrat figures included Fielding L.
Wright, Governor of Mississippi, who was Thurmond's running mate, and a coalition of Southern

legislators who sought to preserve the racial status quo.



Their leadership emphasized a conservative social agenda, focusing explicitly on racial segregation and
opposing the civil rights movement. This stance sharply contrasted with the increasingly progressive
national Democratic Party, creating a fissure that signaled a broader ideological and regional realignment in

American politics.

The Political Context and Impact of the Dixiecrats

Understanding the history of the Dixiecrats requires an appreciation of the political tensions of the late
1940s. The post-war era was a time of significant social change, with African American veterans
demanding equal rights and civil rights activists pushing for federal legislation. President Truman’s civil

rights agenda, though limited in scope, was groundbreaking and provoked strong resistance in the South.

The 1948 Presidential Election

The Dixiecrats’ most significant political moment came during the 1948 presidential election. Disenchanted
with the Democratic Party’s civil rights platform, the Dixiecrats mounted a separate campaign aimed at
preserving segregation. Strom Thurmond’s candidacy was primarily a protest against the national party’s

direction rather than a genuine bid for the presidency.

Despite limited national appeal, the Dixiecrats won four Southern states—South Carolina, Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Alabama—securing 39 electoral votes. This electoral success demonstrated the depth of
Southern opposition to civil rights reforms and foreshadowed the gradual fracturing of the Democratic

Party’s traditional Southern base.

Long-Term Political Consequences

While the Dixiecrats faded as an organized party after the 1948 election, their legacy persisted. The
movement exposed the vulnerability of the Democratic Party’s coalition and accelerated the realignment of
Southern white voters. Over subsequent decades, many former Dixiecrats and their constituents shifted
allegiance to the Republican Party, especially as the GOP adopted a more conservative platform on social

and racial issues.

This political migration contributed to the transformation of the South from a Democratic stronghold to a
key battleground for Republican dominance, a trend that reshaped American politics throughout the latter

half of the 20th century.



Ideology and Core Beliefs of the Dixiecrats

The Dixiecrats’ ideology was defined by staunch opposition to racial integration and federal intervention in
states’ governance of race relations. The term “states’ rights” became a euphemism for maintaining

segregation and opposing civil rights advancements.

Segregation and Racial Policies

At the heart of the Dixiecrats’ platform was the defense of Jim Crow laws, which enforced racial
segregation in public facilities, education, and voting. The party’s rhetoric emphasized preserving the social
order of the South as they knew it, resisting any attempts to dismantle segregation through federal

legislation or court decisions.

Resistance to Federal Civil Rights Legislation

The Dixiecrats viewed the federal government’s increasing involvement in civil rights as an overreach
that violated the constitutional balance of power. They advocated for the principle of states’ rights, arguing
that individual states should have the authority to regulate their own racial policies without interference

from Washington.

Legacy and Historical Significance

The history of the Dixiecrats is essential to understanding the complex evolution of race relations and party
politics in the United States. While short-lived as a formal entity, the movement highlighted the deep

fissures within American society and politics during a period of transformative change.

The Dixiecrats’ Role in Political Realignment

The Dixiecrats can be seen as a precursor to the later political realignment that saw the American South
transition from a Democratic to a Republican stronghold. By openly rejecting the national Democratic
Party’s civil rights agenda, the Dixiecrats signaled the emergence of a conservative Southern political

identity that would grow increasingly influential.



Influence on Modern Political Discourse

The rhetoric and ideology of the Dixiecrats have had enduring echoes in American politics, particularly
debates over states’ rights, federalism, and race relations. Understanding their history sheds light on the

roots of contemporary political polarization and the ongoing struggles over civil rights and social justice.

The story of the Dixiecrats is a reminder of how political factions can arise in response to social change and

how their legacies can shape the trajectory of national politics for decades to come.
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Truman's bid for reelection. The Dixiecrats lost the battle in 1948, but, as Kari Frederickson reveals,
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millions from winning huge prizes by eating a Big Mac. Author Liz Carey details the lesser-known
history of Anderson County.
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CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan gives you a study plan leading up to your AP exam no matter
if you have two months, one month, or even one week left to review before the exam! This new
edition of CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan calendarizes a study plan for the 489,000 AP U.S.
History test-takers depending on how much time they have left before they take the May exam.
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polity or theology of United Methodism or its predecessors.” Understanding history rests largely on
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you’ve gone a long way toward understanding influence and causation. Know what was going on in
the wider world at the same time a historical event occurred, and you’ll better grasp the meaning
and significance of that event for the people who experienced it. Yet even with the best history
textbooks students have difficulty in gaining an immediate sense of sequence and context. Hence the
purpose of this book: To lay out the most important events in the history of the Wesleyan/Methodist
movement, to show them in their proper order, and to include the most important occurrences
taking place on the national and international stages at the same time. Matthews presents his
material in an easy to comprehend and visually appealing layout, enumerating the major trends and
developments in Methodist history from 1700 to 2004. Rex D. Matthews is Assistant Professor in the
Practice of Historical Theology at Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia.
He currently serves as co-chair of the Wesleyan Studies Group of the American Academy of Religion,
as General Editor of the Kingswood Books series, and as Managing Editor of the new electronic
academic journal Methodist Review. An excerpt from the Circuit Rider review: This is a book for
college and seminary professors, for high school teachers of religion, for Sunday School teachers of
children, youth and adults. It is a book for preachers and church musicians. It should be in every
church library. This is a book for people who think history is boring as well as for those who delight
in rich historical detail and story. It is a book to be savored and returned to again and again. And
this is a book for all who love the church and yearn to be part of perfecting its mission and its life.
(Click here to read the entire review.)

history of the dixiecrats: Urban Legends Dr. Eric M. Wallace, 2025-08-11 Urban Legends:
Exposing the Myths, Tales, Half-Truths, and Lies Propagated by Liberal Progressives About The GOP
and Conservatives is a thought-provoking collection of articles written over a decade. The book
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by unpacking myths, exposing half-truths, and challenging outright lies. With insights into key
cultural debates—such as Critical Race Theory, DEI, cultural Marxism, and the attacks on
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Rights. One political commentator called it “the most mischievous document published since the
Communist Manifesto.” Nevertheless, President Truman spent the subsequent years pushing
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bolted from the Democratic Party and began a third party, the Dixiecrats. Their 1948 campaign was
unsuccessful, but the Dixiecrats had an unyielding dedication to white supremacy. Northern Liberal
Democrats sided with President Truman on civil rights, which drove a wedge between the
Conservative and Liberal wings of the Democratic Party. Simultaneously, the Liberal and
Conservative factions of the Republican Party experienced infighting and an ideological split over
labor, specifically the Taft-Hartley Act. Initially driven by a hatred for President Truman,
Conservative Democrats (Dixiecrats) and Conservative Republicans teamed up in Congress to pass
or block legislation beneficial to each one. Conservative Republicans helped the Dixiecrats block
civil rights bills, and in return, the Dixiecrats helped Conservative GOP members stop pro-union
bills. The unholy union between the Conservatives of both parties became known as the
Dixiecrat-Republican Coalition, sometimes called the “Dixiegops” in newspapers. The Coalition
lasted for decades, through multiple presidents, and had long-lasting repercussions in American
politics.
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interest groups have shaped or reflect a particular set of events or general themes in each of the
eras in American political history. Topical entries reflect key themes developed throughout the
volumes. Entries range from important founding groups and parties to contemporary political action
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Katznelson, 2013-03-01 “A powerful argument, swept along by Katznelson’s robust prose and the
imposing scholarship that lies behind it.”—Kevin Boyle, New York Times Book Review A work that
“deeply reconceptualizes the New Deal and raises countless provocative questions” (David
Kennedy), Fear Itself changes the ground rules for our understanding of this pivotal era in American
history. Ira Katznelson examines the New Deal through the lens of a pervasive, almost existential
fear that gripped a world defined by the collapse of capitalism and the rise of competing
dictatorships, as well as a fear created by the ruinous racial divisions in American society.
Katznelson argues that American democracy was both saved and distorted by a Faustian
collaboration that guarded racial segregation as it built a new national state to manage capitalism
and assert global power. Fear Itself charts the creation of the modern American state and “how a
belief in the common good gave way to a central government dominated by interest-group politics
and obsessed with national security” (Louis Menand, The New Yorker).
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alive “Anyone interested in the intersection of race, politics, and public lies in America will want to
read this book.” —David S. Reynolds, Bancroft Prize-winning cultural historian and author of John



Brown, Abolitionist and Walt Whitman’s America Fake news, outright political lies, a shamelessly
partisan press, and the collapse of truth, civility, and shared facts, Philip Kadish argues, are nothing
new. The Great White Hoax, a masterpiece of historical and literary sleuthing, reveals that the era of
Fox News and Donald Trump is simply a return to form. We have been here before. In a book that
brilliantly puts our current era into historical context, The Great White Hoax uncovers a
centuries-long tradition of white supremacist hoaxes, perpetrated on the American public by a
succession of political hucksters and opportunists, all of them willfully using racial frauds as tools for
political and social advantage. In the antebellum era, slavery’s defenders used bogus science to
“prove” the inferiority of African American people; during the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln’s enemies
circulated a sham pamphlet accusing him of promoting a dilution of the white race through
“miscegenation” (a racist term invented by the pamphlet’s authors). From these murky beginnings,
author Philip Kadish draws a direct thread to D.W. Griffith’s Birth of a Nation, Henry Ford’s
adaptation of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, Madison Grant’s embrace of eugenics (which
directly influenced Adolf Hitler), Alabama Governor George Wallace’s race-baiting, and Roger Ailes’s
creation of Fox News. The Great White Hoax reveals white supremacy as today’s real “fake
news”—and exposes the cast of villains, past and present, who have kept American racism alive.

history of the dixiecrats: The White House Looks South William E. Leuchtenburg, 2005-10-01
Perhaps not southerners in the usual sense, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, and Lyndon B.
Johnson each demonstrated a political style and philosophy that helped them influence the South
and unite the country in ways that few other presidents have. Combining vivid biography and
political insight, William E. Leuchtenburg offers an engaging account of relations between these
three presidents and the South while also tracing how the region came to embrace a national
perspective without losing its distinctive sense of place. According to Leuchtenburg, each man had
one foot below the Mason-Dixon Line, one foot above. Roosevelt, a New Yorker, spent much of the
last twenty-five years of his life in Warm Springs, Georgia, where he built a Little White House.
Truman, a Missourian, grew up in a pro-Confederate town but one that also looked West because of
its history as the entrepo6t for the Oregon Trail. Johnson, who hailed from the former Confederate
state of Texas, was a westerner as much as a southerner. Their intimate associations with the South
gave these three presidents an empathy toward and acceptance in the region. In urging southerners
to jettison outworn folkways, Roosevelt could speak as a neighbor and adopted son, Truman as a
borderstater who had been taught to revere the Lost Cause, and Johnson as a native who had been
scorned by Yankees. Leuchtenburg explores in fascinating detail how their unique attachment to
place helped them to adopt shifting identities, which proved useful in healing rifts between North
and South, in altering behavior in regard to race, and in fostering southern economic growth. The
White House Looks South is the monumental work of a master historian. At a time when race, class,
and gender dominate historical writing, Leuchtenburg argues that place is no less significant. In a
period when America is said to be homogenized, he shows that sectional distinctions persist. And in
an era when political history is devalued, he demonstrates that government can profoundly affect
people's lives and that presidents can be change-makers.

history of the dixiecrats: Origins of the Cold War Melvyn P. Leffler, 2005 This second
edition brings the collection up to date, including the newest research from the Communist side of
the Cold War and the most recent debates on culture, race and intelligence.

history of the dixiecrats: The New South, 1945-1980 Numan V. Bartley, 1995 First
published in 1955 to wide acclaim, T. Harry Williams' P.G.T. Beauregard is universally regarded as
the first authoritative portrait of the Confederacy's always dramatic, often perplexing general
(Chicago Tribune). Chivalric, arrogant, and of exotic Creole Louisiana origin, Beauregard
participated in every phase of the Civil War from its beginning to its end. He rigidly adhered to
principles of war derived from his studies of Jomini and Napoleon, and yet many of his battle plans
were rejected by his superiors, who regarded him as excitable, unreliable, and contentious. After the
war, Beauregard was almost the only prominent Confederate general who adapted successfully to
the New South, running railroads and later supervising the notorious Louisiana Lottery. This



paradox of a man who fought gallantly to defend the Old South and then helped industrialize it is the
fascinating subject of Williams' superb biography.

history of the dixiecrats: Anti-Leftist Politics in Modern World History Philip B. Minehan,
2021-11-04 Systemic and political hostility against the 'left', real and contrived, has been a key, yet
under-recognized aspect of the history of the modern world for the past two hundred years. By the
1820s, the new, exploitative and destabilizing character of capitalist industrial production and its
accompanying market liberalizations began creating necessities among the working classes and
their allies for the new, self-protective politics of 'socialism'. But it is evident that, for the new
economic system to sustain itself, such oppositional politics that it necessitated had to be
undermined, if not destroyed, by whatever means necessary. Through the imperialism of the later
19th century, and with significant variations, this complex and often highly destructive dialectical
syndrome expanded worldwide. Liberals, conservatives, extreme nationalists, fascists, racists, and
others have all repeatedly come aggressively and violently into play against 'socialist' oppositions. In
this book, Philip Minehan traces the patterns of such hostility and presents numerous crucial
examples of it: from Britain, France, Germany and the United States; the British in India; European
fascism, the United States and Britain as they operated in China and Indochina; from Kenya, Algeria
and Iran; and from Central and South America during the Cold War. In the final chapters, Minehan
addresses the post-Cold War, US-led triumphalist wars in the Middle East, the ensuing refugee
crises, neo-fascism, and anti-environmentalist politics, to show the ways that the syndrome within
which anti-leftist antagonism emerges, in its neoliberal phase since the 1970s, remains as
self-destructive and dangerous as ever

history of the dixiecrats: WJEC Edugas GCSE History: The Development of the USA,
1929-2000 Steve Waugh, John Wright, 2016-10-10 Bring out the best in every student, enabling
them to develop in-depth subject knowledge and historical skills with the market-leading series for
WJEC Edugqas, fully updated for 2016 to help you navigate the new content and assessment
requirements with ease. - Maps the content against the key questions in the 2016 specification, with
thorough and reliable course coverage written by a team of experienced authors, teachers and
examiners - Motivates students to increase their subject knowledge by following a clear, detailed
narrative that leads learners topic by topic through the important issues, events and concepts -
Progressively builds historical understanding and skills as students work through a range of
engaging classroom activities with structured support at every stage - Boosts students' confidence
approaching assessment, providing numerous opportunities to practise different types of exam-style
questions - Captures learners' interest by offering a rich variety of source material that brings
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history of the dixiecrats: Why We're Polarized Ezra Klein, 2020-01-28 ONE OF BARACK
OBAMA'’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2022 One of Bill Gates’s “5 books to read this summer,” this New
York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller shows us that America’s political system isn’t broken.
The truth is scarier: it’s working exactly as designed. In this “superbly researched” (The Washington
Post) and timely book, journalist Ezra Klein reveals how that system is polarizing us—and how we
are polarizing it—with disastrous results. “The American political system—which includes everyone
from voters to journalists to the president—is full of rational actors making rational decisions given
the incentives they face,” writes political analyst Ezra Klein. “We are a collection of functional parts
whose efforts combine into a dysfunctional whole.” “A thoughtful, clear and persuasive analysis”
(The New York Times Book Review), Why We’re Polarized reveals the structural and psychological
forces behind America’s descent into division and dysfunction. Neither a polemic nor a lament, this
book offers a clear framework for understanding everything from Trump’s rise to the Democratic
Party’s leftward shift to the politicization of everyday culture. America is polarized, first and
foremost, by identity. Everyone engaged in American politics is engaged, at some level, in identity
politics. Over the past fifty years in America, our partisan identities have merged with our racial,
religious, geographic, ideological, and cultural identities. These merged identities have attained a
weight that is breaking much in our politics and tearing at the bonds that hold this country together.



Klein shows how and why American politics polarized around identity in the 20th century, and what
that polarization did to the way we see the world and one another. And he traces the feedback loops
between polarized political identities and polarized political institutions that are driving our system
toward crisis. “Well worth reading” (New York magazine), this is an “eye-opening” (O, The Oprah
Magazine) book that will change how you look at politics—and perhaps at yourself.

history of the dixiecrats: In a Madhouse's Din Susan M. Weill, 2002-03-30 Mississippi is a
unique case study as a result of its long-standing defiance of federal civil rights legislation and the
fact that nearly half its population was black and relegated to second-class citizenship. According to
the vast majority of Mississippi daily press editorials examined between 1948 and 1968, the notion
that blacks and whites were equal as races of people was a concept that remained unacceptable and
inconceivable. While the daily press certainly did not advocate desegregation, in contrast to what
many media critics have reported about the Southern press promoting violence to suppress civil
rights activity, Mississippi daily newspapers never encouraged or condoned violence during the time
periods under evaluation. Weill places coverage of these important events within a historical
context, shedding new light on media opinion in the state most resistant to the precepts of the civil
rights movement. This is the first comprehensive examination of civil rights coverage and white
supremacist rhetoric in the Mississippi daily press during five key events: the 1948 Dixiecrat protest
of the national Democratic platform; the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision to
desegregate public schools in 1954; the court-ordered desegregation of Ole Miss in 1962; Freedom
Summer in 1964; and the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1968. From nearly 5,000 issues
of Mississippi daily newspapers, more than 1,000 editorials and 7,000 news articles are documented
in this volume.

history of the dixiecrats: American Dreams H. W. Brands, 2011-05-31 From bestselling
historian H. W. Brands, an incisive chronicle of the events and trends that guided-and sometimes
misguided-our nation from the A-bomb to the iPhone. For a brief, bright moment in 1945, America
stood at its apex, looking back on victory not only against the Axis powers but against the Great
Depression, and looking ahead to seemingly limitless power and promise. What we've done with that
power and promise over the past six decades is a vitally important and fascinating topic that has
rarely been tackled in one volume, and never by a historian of H. W. Brands's stature. As American
Dreams opens, Brands shows us a country dramatically different from our own-more unequal in
social terms but more equal economically, more religious and rural but also more liberal and more
wholeheartedly engaged with the rest of the world. As he traces the changes we have gone through
as a nation, he reveals the great themes and dreams that have driven America-the rising focus on
individual rights and pleasures, the growing distance between our global goals and those of the rest
of the world, and the inexorable dissolution of a shared sense of what it means to be American. In
Brands's adroit hands, these trends unfold through a character-driven narrative that sheds brilliant
light on the obvious highs and lows-from Watergate to the Berlin Wall, from Apollo 11 to 9/11, from
My Lai to shock and awe. But he also chronicles the surprising impact of less celebrated events and
trends. Through his eyes, we realize the sweeping significance of the immigration reforms of the
1960s, which gradually transformed American society. We come to grasp the vast impact of
abandoning the gold standard in 1971, which enabled both globalization and the current financial
crisis. We ponder the unnerving results of CNN's debut in 1979, which sped up the news cycle and
permanently changed our foreign policy by putting its effects live on our TV screens. Blending
political and cultural history with his keen sense of the spirit of the times, Brands captures the
national experience through the last six decades and reveals the still-unfolding legacy of dreams
born out of a global cataclysm.
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