
zel by donna jo napoli
Zel by Donna Jo Napoli: A Captivating Retelling of a Classic Tale

zel by donna jo napoli is a remarkable reinterpretation of the classic fairy
tale Rapunzel, offering readers a fresh and nuanced perspective on a beloved
story. Donna Jo Napoli, an acclaimed author known for her skillful
storytelling and rich narratives, brings to life the character of Zel in a
way that resonates deeply with modern audiences. This book is more than just
a retelling; it’s a vivid exploration of identity, freedom, and resilience
wrapped in the enchanting world of folklore.

Understanding Zel by Donna Jo Napoli

When diving into Zel by Donna Jo Napoli, it’s important to recognize how the
author transforms a familiar fairy tale into something uniquely compelling.
Unlike traditional versions of Rapunzel, Napoli’s Zel is portrayed with depth
and complexity, making her journey both relatable and inspiring. The story
unfolds with a strong emphasis on Zel’s inner voice and her determination to
shape her own destiny, which is a refreshing departure from the passive
princess archetype.

The Storyline and Its Themes

At its core, Zel by Donna Jo Napoli follows the essence of the classic
Rapunzel tale: a young woman trapped in a tower, isolated from the world.
However, Napoli infuses the narrative with themes of self-discovery and
empowerment. Zel is not merely waiting to be rescued; she is resourceful,
intelligent, and courageous. The story touches on themes such as:

- **Freedom vs. Confinement:** Zel’s physical imprisonment mirrors her
struggle for personal freedom.
- **Identity and Growth:** The narrative explores how Zel comes to understand
herself beyond the confines of her captivity.
- **Love and Trust:** The relationships Zel builds are layered with trust,
respect, and mutual understanding.

The Unique Writing Style of Donna Jo Napoli in
Zel

Donna Jo Napoli’s writing style in Zel stands out for its lyrical prose and
vivid descriptions. She crafts scenes with a sensory richness that immerses
readers into the story’s medieval setting, evoking the sights, sounds, and



emotions of Zel’s world. Napoli’s use of language is both accessible and
poetic, making the book suitable for a wide range of readers, from young
adults to adults who appreciate literary fairy tales.

Character Development and Dialogue

One of the strengths of Zel by Donna Jo Napoli is the authentic character
development. Zel herself is a well-rounded character with strengths and
vulnerabilities that feel genuine. The dialogue feels natural and often
reveals deeper layers of the characters’ personalities and motivations.
Napoli’s approach to character interaction helps elevate the narrative,
making it more than a simple fairy tale—it becomes a study of human
relationships and emotional resilience.

Why Zel by Donna Jo Napoli Resonates with
Readers

Many readers find Zel by Donna Jo Napoli compelling because it challenges
traditional fairy tale tropes. The story’s feminist undertones and emphasis
on agency resonate especially well in today’s cultural climate. Zel’s
proactive stance in her own story encourages readers to think critically
about the stories they consume and the roles characters play within them.

Appeal to Different Audiences

Zel by Donna Jo Napoli appeals to a diverse audience, including:

- **Young Adults:** The coming-of-age elements and themes of self-discovery
make it a great read for teens.
- **Fairy Tale Enthusiasts:** Readers who enjoy reinterpretations and
retellings will appreciate the fresh take.
- **Fans of Strong Female Protagonists:** Zel’s independence and strength
offer a role model for readers seeking empowered characters.

Incorporating Zel by Donna Jo Napoli into
Educational Settings

Educators and librarians often recommend Zel by Donna Jo Napoli for its rich
thematic content and engaging storytelling. The book serves as an excellent
tool for discussing narrative structure, character motivation, and the
cultural significance of fairy tales. It also opens up conversations about



gender roles and personal empowerment.

Tips for Teaching Zel in the Classroom

- **Compare and Contrast:** Encourage students to compare Zel with
traditional versions of Rapunzel to identify differences in character
portrayal and themes.
- **Creative Writing:** Have students write their own fairy tale retellings
inspired by Zel’s empowered protagonist.
- **Discussion on Themes:** Facilitate discussions around freedom, identity,
and resilience, helping students connect the story to their own experiences.

Exploring Related Works by Donna Jo Napoli

If you enjoyed Zel by Donna Jo Napoli, you might want to explore her other
works, which often delve into folklore and myth with a modern sensibility.
Books like *The Magic Circle* and *Hush: An Irish Princess’ Tale* showcase
Napoli’s talent for reimagining ancient stories in ways that feel both
timeless and refreshingly original.

Why Donna Jo Napoli is a Master of Fairy Tale
Retellings

Donna Jo Napoli’s background as a linguist and storyteller equips her with a
unique perspective that enriches her writing. Her ability to weave cultural
nuances and psychological depth into fairy tales helps readers see these
stories through new lenses. With Zel, she not only entertains but also
invites reflection on what it means to be free and true to oneself.

Where to Find Zel by Donna Jo Napoli

Zel by Donna Jo Napoli is widely available in bookstores, libraries, and
online retailers. Whether you prefer a physical copy, an e-book, or an
audiobook, there are multiple formats to suit your reading preferences. Many
readers recommend experiencing the book in a quiet setting to fully
appreciate the lyrical quality of Napoli’s prose and the emotional journey of
Zel.

---

Zel by Donna Jo Napoli is more than just a fairy tale retelling; it’s an
invitation to explore courage, identity, and the power of storytelling



itself. Through Zel’s eyes, readers rediscover an old story transformed into
a vibrant and meaningful narrative that continues to inspire and captivate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Zel' by Donna Jo Napoli?
The main theme of 'Zel' is the reimagining of the classic fairy tale
Rapunzel, focusing on themes of identity, self-discovery, and the power of
storytelling.

How does 'Zel' differ from the traditional Rapunzel
story?
Unlike the traditional Rapunzel tale, 'Zel' presents a more complex
protagonist who is witty and strong-willed, and the story explores her inner
thoughts and emotions in greater depth.

What genre does 'Zel' by Donna Jo Napoli belong to?
'Zel' is a young adult fantasy novel that retells a classic fairy tale with a
modern and feminist perspective.

Why is 'Zel' by Donna Jo Napoli popular among
readers?
Readers appreciate 'Zel' for its fresh take on a familiar story, rich
character development, and poetic writing style, making it both engaging and
thought-provoking.

What age group is 'Zel' suitable for?
'Zel' is suitable for young adults and older readers who enjoy fantasy, fairy
tale retellings, and stories with strong female protagonists.

Has 'Zel' received any awards or recognitions?
While 'Zel' has been praised by critics and readers alike for its
storytelling and unique approach, it has also appeared on several recommended
reading lists for young adult literature.

Additional Resources
Zel by Donna Jo Napoli: A Literary Reimagining of a Classic Tale



zel by donna jo napoli stands out as a distinctive retelling of the classic
fairy tale "Rapunzel," authored by the prolific writer Donna Jo Napoli. Known
for her ability to retell traditional stories with fresh perspectives and
cultural depth, Napoli’s "Zel" dives into themes of autonomy, identity, and
resilience, all while maintaining the enchanting qualities that have made the
original tale timeless. This novel offers readers a nuanced reinterpretation
that appeals to both young adults and adult audiences interested in folklore,
feminist literature, and modern adaptations.

In-depth Analysis of Zel by Donna Jo Napoli

Donna Jo Napoli’s "Zel" is not merely a straightforward retelling; it is an
exploration of a heroine who defies the conventions of her narrative. Central
to the story is Zel, a character inspired by Rapunzel, yet reimagined with a
compelling voice and greater agency. Napoli’s expertise in linguistics and
storytelling imbues the novel with rich language and cultural textures that
elevate it beyond a simple fairy tale adaptation.

Unlike the traditional Rapunzel, who is often portrayed as a passive victim
trapped in a tower, Zel’s character development emphasizes self-reliance and
courage. Napoli reframes the confinement and isolation typically associated
with the tale into a journey of personal growth. Zel’s interactions, internal
monologues, and relationships are carefully crafted to resonate with
contemporary readers, offering insight into identity formation and the
struggle for freedom.

Character Development and Themes

At the core of "Zel by Donna Jo Napoli" lies a well-rounded protagonist whose
complexity challenges stereotypes. Zel is portrayed as intelligent,
resourceful, and introspective. The novel delves into her background,
providing motivations and emotional depth absent from many traditional fairy
tale versions. This character-driven approach invites readers to empathize
with Zel’s plight and root for her triumph beyond mere physical liberation.

Themes of empowerment and self-discovery are woven throughout the narrative,
making the novel particularly relevant in discussions about feminist
literature. Napoli does not shy away from presenting Zel’s vulnerabilities;
instead, these moments underscore her resilience and humanity. The tension
between societal expectations and personal desires is a recurring motif,
reflecting broader conversations about gender roles and autonomy.

Plot Structure and Narrative Style

"Zel by Donna Jo Napoli" employs a linear yet richly descriptive narrative



structure that balances pacing with detailed world-building. The prose is
accessible yet elegant, suitable for both younger readers and adults seeking
a deeper literary experience. Napoli’s background as a linguist is evident in
the careful choice of language, which enhances the setting and mood without
overwhelming the storyline.

The plot diverges from the traditional Rapunzel tale by introducing new
characters and conflicts that add layers to the story. For instance, the
relationship between Zel and the antagonist is more nuanced, revealing
motivations that blur the lines between villainy and protection. This
complexity transforms the classic dichotomy of good versus evil into a more
realistic exploration of human behavior.

Comparative Context: Zel by Donna Jo Napoli and
Other Rapunzel Retellings

When placed alongside other retellings of Rapunzel, Napoli’s "Zel"
distinguishes itself through its psychological depth and cultural
sensitivity. While many adaptations focus on the enchantment and romance
elements, "Zel" emphasizes character autonomy and the societal implications
of confinement.

Other popular versions often portray Rapunzel as a damsel rescued by a
prince, reinforcing traditional gender roles. Napoli’s narrative subverts
this trope by granting Zel agency in her own rescue and decisions. This shift
aligns with contemporary literary trends that prioritize empowered female
protagonists and challenge patriarchal narratives.

Additionally, Napoli’s integration of historical and cultural details
enriches the story’s authenticity. Her research into medieval settings and
customs provides a believable backdrop that contrasts with the more
fantastical elements, grounding the story in a relatable reality.

Strengths and Potential Limitations

One of the primary strengths of "Zel by Donna Jo Napoli" lies in its balance
between honoring the original fairy tale and innovating upon it. The novel’s
language is lyrical without sacrificing clarity, making it appealing to a
wide readership. Napoli’s skillful character development and thematic
exploration offer multiple layers of interpretation, encouraging readers to
engage critically with the text.

However, some readers accustomed to fast-paced fairy tale retellings might
find the novel’s introspective style slower or more contemplative. The
emphasis on internal conflict and detailed descriptions may not suit those
seeking a purely action-driven narrative. Additionally, the novel’s subtle



subversion of genre expectations requires a degree of literary awareness to
fully appreciate its nuances.

Target Audience and Reception

"Zel by Donna Jo Napoli" is well-suited for young adult readers, educators,
and literary enthusiasts interested in fairy tale retellings, feminist
themes, and culturally rich storytelling. Its appeal extends to book clubs
and classroom settings where discussions about identity, power dynamics, and
narrative structure are encouraged.

Critics have praised Napoli’s ability to breathe new life into a familiar
story without resorting to clichés. The novel has received positive reviews
for its sophisticated prose and meaningful character arcs. Its reception
highlights the growing interest in reexamining classic tales through diverse
and contemporary lenses.

Exploring the Impact of Zel by Donna Jo Napoli
in Modern Literature

The significance of "Zel by Donna Jo Napoli" extends beyond its narrative; it
contributes to the broader movement of revisiting folklore to reflect modern
values. By challenging traditional portrayals and emphasizing empowerment,
the novel resonates with ongoing cultural dialogues about representation and
storytelling.

In the landscape of contemporary fairy tale retellings, "Zel" serves as an
example of how classic narratives can be adapted to address current social
issues while preserving their enchanting qualities. This approach not only
revitalizes interest in folklore but also encourages readers to question and
reinterpret the stories they have inherited.

Through its thoughtful examination of character and theme, "Zel by Donna Jo
Napoli" invites a rethinking of what it means to be a heroine. It underscores
the importance of agency and self-definition, themes that are increasingly
relevant in today’s literary and cultural conversations.

Zel By Donna Jo Napoli
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  zel by donna jo napoli: Zel Donna Jo Napoli, 1998-11-01 High in the mountains, Zel lives with
her mother, who insists they have all they need -- for they have each other. Zel's life is peaceful and
protected -- until a chance encounter changes everything. When she meets a beautiful young prince
at the market one day, she is profoundly moved by new emotions. But Zel's mother sees the future
unfolding -- and she will do the unspeakable to prevent Zel from leaving her...Will leave readers
spellbound.-- Publishers Weekly, starred review
  zel by donna jo napoli: Donna Jo Napoli Hilary S. Crew, 2010-04-26 Donna Jo Napoli has
received acclaim for her young adult works and is especially known for her historical novels and her
retellings of myth and fairy tales. In this full-length critical study, Hilary S. Crew integrates criticism
and biographical information to illuminate Napoli's many novels, as well as other writings by Napoli
such as her essays on writing for young people and her book, Language Matters. A comprehensive
critical analysis of 19 novels, Donna Jo Napoli: Writing with Passion provides an understanding of
how Napoli's life and profession as a professor of linguistics influences her writing for young adults.
The novels analyzed in this study include Napoli's retellings of such fairy tales and myths as The
Magic Circle, Zel, Bound, Beast, and Sirena; novels whose stories are drawn from religious and
traditional sources such as Song of the Magdalene, Breath, and Hush; such historical works as The
Smile, Daughter of Venice, and two novels set during WWII, Stones in Water and Fire in the Hills;
and her most recent book for young adults, Alligator Bayo. An interview with Napoli concludes this
significant resource for those working with young adults.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Teaching Discussion and Activity Guide for Erika Byrne, 2000
  zel by donna jo napoli: Classic Fairy Tales and Modern Retellings Pauline Dewan,
2025-09-04 Drawing on the popularity of fairy-tale literature and its retellings, this guide provides
insightful annotations to all the major picture books and novels for children and teens. Although
popular fairy tales such as Cinderella are familiar, the broader genre of fairy-tale literature is less
well known. This genre includes traditional fairy tales (often compiled in book collections),
picture-book retellings of single fairy tales, fractured fairy tales, and fairy-tale-inspired novels for
both children and teens. Designed to help librarians, teachers, and reading partners feel more
confident in selecting and suggesting fairy-tale books for children and teens, this comprehensive
guide offers themes, read-alikes, reading levels, awards, and curricular tie-ins for each book.
Readers will learn about the distinguishing characteristics of fairy tales, key authors (contemporary
and historical), major trends, and significant changes in the genre. They will also discover the
therapeutic power of fairy tales, their empowering impact on children and teens, and the reasons
that fairy tales continue to attract young readers. Insightful and engaging annotations of each book
will increase their knowledge of the riches of the genre.
  zel by donna jo napoli: How Fairy Tales live happily ever after: (Analyzing) The art of adapting
Fairy Tales Conny Eisfeld, 2015-02-18 What happened to the classic fairy tale? Do we still read the
'old and dusty tales' of wonder to our children or would we rather take them to the cinema? The fairy
tale boom has reached Hollywood where popular tales are currently transformed into entertainment
movies. Makers of films and TV series have become the storytellers of the digital age - a transition
that frequently leads to discussions about how these new forms limit or contribute to the further
development and preservation of the traditional fairy tale. But what exactly is a traditional fairy tale?
The book follows the history of the tale, how it has been changing colors and how it has been
adapting and surviving for centuries. The main focus lies on the literary and multi-medial analysis of
two popular fairy tales: Rapunzel and Little Red Riding Hood, which have not only been adapted to
the screen recently but have been repeatedly altered throughout the centuries. Follow the journey of
the fairy tale from its most basic form, i.e. oral storytelling, to a written and illustrated commitment
that shaped the general image of fairy tales for forthcoming generations, to its newest form: the
visualization through new and digital media.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Lionboy Zizou Corder, 2004-09-02 When his parents are kidnapped,
what's ten-year-old Charlie Ashanti to do? Rescue them, that's what! He doesn't know who has taken



his parents, or why. But he does know that one special talent will aid him on his journey--his
amazing ability to speak Cat. Charlie calls on his clever feline friends--from stray city cats to
magnificent caged lions--for help. With them by his side, Charlie uses wit and courage to try to find
his parents before it's too late. With its whirlwind action and suspense, Lionboy is a nonstop
page-turner. This mother-daughter writing team will fascinate readers of all ages with their
Cat-speaking hero! A zinger of a story, told with a J.K. Rowling-like blend of humor, drama and
headlong plotting. --The Washington Post
  zel by donna jo napoli: Quotation Index to Children's Literature Melanie Axel-Lute, 2001-04-15
Not just an anthology, this extensive index offers keyword, title, and author name access to more
than 1,800 quotations from nearly 500 classic, award-winning, and popular works for children.
Pearls of humor and wisdom from authors such as the Brothers Grimm, Dr. Seuss, Judith Viorst, and
Shel Silverstein are at your fingertips. Very few quotations have been indexed in other works,
making this a unique tool to find that elusive quote. A sure-to-please reference tool for school and
public libraries-not just in children's departments-this book helps you identify the source of unusual
terms or names such as tesseract or Who-ville and makes a great resource for locating quotes
addressing special occasions. Fun for browsing!
  zel by donna jo napoli: Folktales and Fairy Tales Anne E. Duggan Ph.D., Donald Haase Ph.D.,
Helen J. Callow, 2016-02-12 Encyclopedic in its coverage, this one-of-a-kind reference is ideal for
students, scholars, and others who need reliable, up-to-date information on folk and fairy tales, past
and present. Folktales and fairy tales have long played an important role in cultures around the
world. They pass customs and lore from generation to generation, provide insights into the peoples
who created them, and offer inspiration to creative artists working in media that now include
television, film, manga, photography, and computer games. This second, expanded edition of an
award-winning reference will help students and teachers as well as storytellers, writers, and creative
artists delve into this enchanting world and keep pace with its past and its many new facets.
Alphabetically organized and global in scope, the work is the only multivolume reference in English
to offer encyclopedic coverage of this subject matter. The four-volume collection covers national,
cultural, regional, and linguistic traditions from around the world as well as motifs, themes,
characters, and tale types. Writers and illustrators are included as are filmmakers and
composers—and, of course, the tales themselves. The expert entries within volumes 1 through 3 are
based on the latest research and developments while the contents of volume 4 comprises tales and
texts. While most books either present readers with tales from certain countries or cultures or with
thematic entries, this encyclopedia stands alone in that it does both, making it a truly unique,
one-stop resource.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Booktalks and More Lucy Schall, 2003-06-30 Inspire teenagers to read
quality literature and help them explore issues relevant to their lives. This outstanding book offers
motivational, ready-to-use booktalks for more than 100 of the best new reads for teenagers,
guaranteed to pique teen interest. Each booktalk comes with complete bibliographic information, a
detailed plot summary, helpful presentation tips, curriculum connections, and suggestions for
related books and media. Grades 7-12. To help you keep the booktalk momentum going, Lucy Schall
provides engaging follow-up discussion questions and activity ideas that will enhance every teen's
reading, writing, and speaking skills. With a focus on recently published fiction and nonfiction titles
in a wide variety of genres and themes, these dynamic booktalks center around issues, problems,
and challenges that young adults are facing—from family concerns, expectations, and leadership to
prejudice, good and evil, and the future. These lively booktalks and activities will motivate your
teens to explore the complex world around them through unforgettable literary journeys.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Engaging Teens with Story Janice M. Del Negro, Melanie A. Kimball,
2017-06-28 Based on proven theory and real-life experience, this guidebook provides a one-stop
resource for educators, librarians, and storytellers looking to introduce storytelling programs for
young adults. Storytelling is often associated with storytime and library services to young children,
but effective storytelling speaks to all ages—including teens. Engaging Teens with Story: How to



Inspire and Educate Youth with Storytelling offers an in-depth look at storytelling for young adults
that explains the benefits of storytelling with this audience, what current practices are, and
storytelling opportunities to explore with youth. It provides a unique source of expert guidance that
youth services librarians, professional storytellers, and middle and high school teachers will
appreciate. Readers will learn how to find stories for teens, apply proven techniques for successful
telling of tales to teens, use traditional literature as a basis for creative writing, and establish a teen
storytelling club or troupe. The guide also covers how teens can create their own stories with digital
media; the connections between traditional folk and fairy tales and today's film, television, books,
and online media; and how storytelling can be successfully used with at-risk youth.
  zel by donna jo napoli: The Presence of the Past in Children's Literature Ann Lucas,
2003-09-30 Time is one of the most prominent themes in the relatively young genre of children's
literature, for the young, like adults, want to know about the past. This book explores how children's
writers have treated the theme and concept of time. The volume starts with the application of
literary theory and additionally analyzes examples of the juvenile historical novel. In doing so, it also
examines changing fashions in criticism and publishing and the pressure they exert on writers. It
then considers literary adaptations of myths and archetypes, constructions of history in children's
literature, colonial and postcolonial children's fiction, and the treatment of the past in the
postmodern era. The book looks at literature from around the world, and the expert contributors are
from diverse countries and backgrounds. While the book looks primarily at literature of the 19th and
20th centuries, it considers a broad range of historical material treated in works from that period.
Included are discussions of such topics as Joan of Arc in children's literature, the legacy of Robinson
Crusoe, colonial and postcolonial children's literature, the Holocaust, and the supernatural.
International in scope, the volume examines history and collective memory in Portuguese children's
fiction, Australian history in picture books, Norwegian children's literature, and literary treatments
of the great Irish famine.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Troll's-Eye View Ellen Datlow, Terri Windling, 2009-04-16 Everyone
thinks they know the real story behind the villains in fairy tales—but the villains themselves beg to
differ. In Troll's-Eye View, you'll hear from the Giant's wife (Jack and the Beanstalk),
Rumpelstiltskin, the oldest of the Twelve Dancing Princesses, and many more. A stellar lineup of
authors, including Garth Nix, Jane Yolen, and Nancy Farmer, makes sure that these old stories do
new tricks!
  zel by donna jo napoli: On Her Own Donna Jo Napoli, 1999-11 The Little Angel of
Independence helps a girl named Elena develop independence and self-reliance when she loses her
beloved toy giraffe during a visit to the park.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Folktales Retold Amie A. Doughty, 2015-03-14 Folktales and fairy tales
are living stories; as part of the oral tradition, they change and evolve as they are retold from
generation to generation. In the last thirty years, however, revision has become an art form of its
own, with tales intentionally revised to achieve humorous effect, send political messages, add
different cultural or regional elements, try out new narrative voices, and more. These revisions take
all forms, from short stories to novel-length narratives to poems, plays, musicals, films and
advertisements. The resulting tales paint the tales from myriad perspectives, using the broad palette
of human creativity. This study examines folktale revisions from many angles, drawing on examples
primarily from revisions of Western European traditional tales, such as those of the Grimm Brothers
and Charles Perrault. Also discussed are new folktales that combine traditional storylines with
commentary on modern life. The conclusion considers how revisionists poke fun at and struggle to
understand stories that sometimes made little sense to start with.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Grimm Legacies Jack Zipes, 2014-11-23 In Grimm Legacies, esteemed
literary scholar Jack Zipes explores the legacy of the Brothers Grimm in Europe and North America,
from the nineteenth century to the present. Zipes reveals how the Grimms came to play a pivotal and
unusual role in the evolution of Western folklore and in the history of the most significant cultural
genre in the world—the fairy tale. Folklorists Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm sought to discover and



preserve a rich abundance of stories emanating from an oral tradition, and encouraged friends,
colleagues, and strangers to gather and share these tales. As a result, hundreds of thousands of
wonderful folk and fairy tales poured into books throughout Europe and have kept coming. Zipes
looks at the transformation of the Grimms' tales into children's literature, the Americanization of the
tales, the Grimm aspects of contemporary tales, and the tales' utopian impulses. He shows that the
Grimms were not the first scholars to turn their attention to folk tales, but were vital in expanding
readership and setting the high standards for folk-tale collecting that continue through the current
era. Zipes concludes with a look at contemporary adaptations of the tales and raises questions about
authenticity, target audience, and consumerism. With erudition and verve, Grimm Legacies
examines the lasting universal influence of two brothers and their collected tales on today's
storytelling world.
  zel by donna jo napoli: More Rip-Roaring Reads for Reluctant Teen Readers Bette D. Ammon,
Gale W. Sherman, 1998-12-15 Show reluctant teens that reading is not only fundamental-it's also
fun! In this companion book to Rip-Roaring Reads for Reluctant Teen Readers, Ammon and Sherman
describe 40 exciting, contemporary titles (20 for middle school, 20 for high school) written by
outstanding authors. These are books your students won't want to put down. Designed to make the
matching process between student and books easy and successful, this volume also includes genre
and theme indexes, curriculum activities, interest and readability levels, and reproducible
bookmarks for each entry.
  zel by donna jo napoli: Fantasy Literature for Children and Young Adults Pamela S.
Gates, Susan B. Steffel, Francis J. Molson, 2003 Fantasy conjures up images of witches, fairies, dark
woods, magic wands and spells, time travel, ghosts, and dragons. Each of us defines fantasy in a
personal way, based on our life stories, experiences, hopes, dreams, and fears. Fantasy Literature
for Children and Young Adults, helps teachers and students of literature to develop their own
understandings of this broad genre in order to evaluate and promote the joy of fantasy in their
classrooms. An excellent teaching tool, the discussions are organized around three categories of
fantasy literature, including fairy/folktale; mixed fantasy (which includes journey, transformation,
talking animal, and magic); and heroic-ethical; and they are supported by well-chosen examples of
representative authors, critics, and theorists. With the assumption that the reader has no special
knowledge of fantasy literature but has some previous exposure to the study of literature for
children and young adults, this book focuses on reviewing texts that illustrate particular types of
fantasy literature. The authors have an extensive knowledge of both classic and contemporary
children's and YA titles, and they offer many insightful observations and details that make a book a
particularly good classroom choice. Literature allows us to discuss controversial issues without
making judgments; it allows us the opportunity to experience another time and space by providing a
new lens through which to view; and it offers us a multitude of ways to come to appreciate and
embrace the world of fantasy. Fantasy Literature for Children and Young Adults will help teachers
and other readers to deepen their knowledge, appreciation, and pedagogical understandings of
fantasy literature.
  zel by donna jo napoli: The Big Book of Teen Reading Lists Nancy J. Keane, 2006-08-30 Use
these 100 handy reproducible book lists to instantly create handouts for teen readers and teachers,
add to your newsletter, or post on your web site or bulletin board. Based on the most common needs
of educators and librarians who work with teen readers, these lists focus on new titles and classics
that are still in print and readily available for purchase. Fiction and nonfiction titles for ages 13-18
are covered. Bibliographic information and a brief description are given for each title. A dozen
bookmarks are also included. This is a great time-saving tool and a good source for finding extended
reading lists and read-alikes! Looking for humorous novels for teen readers? A fast-paced sports
novel for a reluctant reader? Biographies to use in history class? You'll find these lists and more in
this treasury of great reading lists. This versatile guide provides one-page reproducible book lists
and bookmarks for: books about self (e.g., coming-of-age, perfectionism, gangs; genre literature
(e.g., fantasy, romance, historical fiction); themes (e.g., extreme sports, vampires, peace; settings



(e.g., Ellis Island, Dust Bowl, WWII); character studies (e.g., adventure with female protagonist, boy
bonding books, fantasy heroes); and read-alikes (for bookmarks). More than 100 reproducible lists of
books for ages 13-18 (junior/senior high) focus on new titles and classics that are still in print and
readily available for purchase. Bibliographic information and a brief description are given for each
title.
  zel by donna jo napoli: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their Creators , Upon
publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s literature, Children’s
Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians, educators, and specialists
interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to Children’s Books and
Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable reference, geared
specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces readers to the wealth of
children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for children, the ones that
inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to include newcomers such as
J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on publishing and educational trends,
this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved children’s authors and illustrators,
numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal glimpses into craft by well-known
writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by category. The Essential Guide to
Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of contemporary children’s literature, in
a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or working with children.
  zel by donna jo napoli: The Cambridge Companion to Children's Literature M. O. Grenby,
Andrea Immel, 2009-12-10 A wide-ranging introduction to an exciting and rapidly expanding field.
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