HISTORY OF OREGON CITY

HisTory oF OreGoN CITY: A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME

HISTORY OF OREGON CITY IS A FASCINATING TALE THAT WEAVES TOGETHER THE THREADS OF EARLY NATIVE AMERICAN
HERITAGE, PIONEER SPIRIT, AND THE GROWTH OF THE PAcCIFIC NORTHWEST. NESTLED ALONG THE W/ ILLAMETTE RIVER, OREGON
CITY STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO THE RICH CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL LEGACY THAT HELPED SHAPE THE STATE OF OREGON.
EXPLORING THIS CITY'S HISTORY REVEALS NOT JUST THE STORY OF A PLACE, BUT ALSO THE BROADER NARRATIVE OF AMERICAN
EXPANSION, INNOVATION, AND COMMUNITY BUILDING.

EARLY RooTs: THE NATIVE AMERICAN PRESENCE

LONG BEFORE EUROPEAN SETTLERS ARRIVED, THE AREA NOW KNOWN AS ORrEGON CITY WAS HOME TO THE CLACKAMAS PEOPLE,
A TRIBE WITHIN THE CHINOOKAN-SPEAKING GROUPS. THE W/ILLAMETTE \/ALLEY, WITH ITS FERTILE LANDS AND ABUNDANT
RESOURCES, PROVIDED AN IDEAL SETTING FOR HUNTING, FISHING, AND GATHERING. THe CLACKAMAS HAD A DEEP CONNECTION
WITH THE LAND AND WATERWAYS, WHICH FORMED THE BACKBONE OF THEIR CULTURE AND ECONOMY.

THE STRATEGIC LOCATION OF OREGON CITY ALONG THE W/ILLAMETTE RIVER MADE IT A VITAL HUB FOR TRADE AND
TRANSPORTATION AMONG VARIOUS INDIGENOUS TRIBES. SEASONAL SALMON RUNS SUPPORTED THE COMMUNITY, AND THE AREA
WAS DOTTED WITH VILLAGES THAT THRIVED FOR CENTURIES. UNDERSTANDING THIS INDIGENOUS HISTORY IS CRUCIAL WHEN
DISCUSSING THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY, AS IT HIGHLIGHTS THE ORIGINAL STEWARDS OF THE LAND AND THEIR ENDURING
INFLUENCE ON THE REGION.

FOUNDING oF OrReGON CITY: THE PIONEER ERA

JoHN McLoUGHLIN AND THE Hubson's Bay CoMPANY

THE MODERN HISTORY OF OREGON CITY BEGAN IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY WITH THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEAN-AMERICAN
SETTLERS AND FUR TRADERS. ONE PIVOTAL FIGURE WAS DR. JOHN MCLOUGHLIN, OF TEN REGARDED AS THE “FATHER OF
OREGON.” AS THE CHIEF FACTOR FOR THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY AT FORT V ANCOUVER, MCLOUGHLIN PLAYED A CRITICAL
ROLE IN ESTABLISHING OReGON CITY IN 1829.

ORIGINALLY SERVING AS A TRADING POST, ORrEGON CITY QUICKLY GREW UNDER MCLOUGHLIN’S GUIDANCE. HE ENCOURAGED
SETTLEMENT AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, WHICH ATTRACTED PIONEERS TRAVELING ALONG THE OREGON TRAIL.
MCLOUGHLIN’S SUPPORT FOR SETTLERS—DESPITE HIS TIES TO A BRITISH COMPANY—HELPED LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE
CITY’S FUTURE GROWTH.

OReGON CITY AS THE FIrRsT U.S. TerrITORIAL CAPITAL

\W/HEN THE OREGON TERRITORY WAS OFFICIALLY ORGANIZED IN 1848, OrReGoN CITY WAS CHOSEN AS THE FIRST TERRITORIAL
CAPITAL. THIS DESIGNATION MARKED THE CITY AS AN IMPORTANT CENTER FOR GOVERNANCE AND COMMERCE IN THE REGION. THE
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT CONVENED IN OREGON CITY, WHERE LAWS WERE ESTABLISHED, AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS WERE
INITIATED.

THIS PERIOD ALSO SAW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE W/ILLAMETTE FALLS Locks, COMPLETED IN 187 3, WHICH FACILITATED
RIVER TRANSPORTATION AND BOOSTED THE LOCAL ECONOMY. THE LOCKS ALLOWED BOATS TO BYPASS THE WILLAMETTE
FALLS, FOSTERING TRADE AND CONNECTING OREGON CITY TO OTHER GROWING TOWNS ALONG THE RIVER.



THe RoLE OF INDUSTRY AND INNOVATION

W ILLAMETTE FALLS: POWERING PROGRESS

ONE OF THE DEFINING FEATURES OF OREGON CITY IS THE W/ILLAMETTE FALLS, THE LARGEST WATERFALL IN THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST BY VOLUME. HISTORICALLY, THESE FALLS PROVIDED AN ESSENTIAL POWER SOURCE FOR THE CITY’S EARLY
INDUSTRIES. BY THE MID- 19 TH CENTURY, OreGoN CITY BECAME A HUB FOR LUMBER MILLS, PAPER MILLS, AND OTHER
MANUFACTURING ENTERPRISES THAT HARNESSED HYDROELECTRIC POWER.

THE WILLAMETTE FALLS PAPER COMPANY, ESTABLISHED IN THE LATE 18005, WAS AMONG THE FIRST PAPER MILLS WEST OF
THE MisSSISSIPPI RIVER. THIS INNOVATION NOT ONLY SUPPORTED LOCAL EMPLOYMENT BUT ALSO POSITIONED OREGON CITY AS
A PIONEER IN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION.

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE GROWTH

As OreGoN CITY GREW, SO DID ITS TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS. THE CITY BECAME A CRITICAL STOP FOR STEAMBOATS
NAVIGATING THE W/ILLAMETTE RIVER, LINKING IT TO PORTLAND AND OTHER URBAN CENTERS. ADDITIONALLY, THE COMPLETION
oF THE OREGON AND CALIFORNIA RAILROAD IN THE 18805 coNNeCTED OREGON CITY TO BROADER MARKETS AND FACILITATED
POPULATION GROWTH.

THESE DEVELOPMENTS IN TRANSPORTATION MIRRORED THE BROADER EXPANSION OF THE AMERICAN W/EST AND ILLUSTRATE HOW
OREGON CITY’S HISTORY IS INTERTWINED WITH NATIONAL TRENDS IN INFRASTRUCTURE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

CULTURAL HEerRITAGE AND PRESERVATION

TODAY, THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY IS PRESERVED THROUGH ITS MANY HISTORIC LANDMARKS AND MUSEUMS. THE END OF
THE OREGON TRAIL INTERPRETIVE CENTER, FOR INSTANCE, CELEBRATES THE CITY’S ROLE AS THE TERMINUS OF THE OREGON
TRAIL—/A VITAL ROUTE FOR THOUSANDS OF SETTLERS MOVING WESTWARD DURING THE 19TH CENTURY.

W ALKING THROUGH OREGON CITY’S HISTORIC DISTRICT, VISITORS CAN SEE WELL-PRESERVED BUILDINGS THAT DATE BACK TO
THE MID-1800s, INCLUDING THE MCLOUGHLIN HOUSE, WHICH WAS THE HOME OF JOHN MCLOUGHLIN HIMSELF. THESE SITES

OFFER A TANGIBLE CONNECTION TO THE PAST, ALLOWING PEOPLE TO IMMERSE THEMSELVES IN THE STORIES THAT SHAPED THE
CITY.

CoMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS AND MODERN IDENTITY

OREGON CITY CONTINUES TO HONOR ITS HISTORY THROUGH ANNUAL EVENTS AND FESTIVALS THAT BRING THE COMMUNITY
TOGETHER. THE CITY’S IDENTITY IS CLOSELY TIED TO ITS HERITAGE AS A PIONEER SETTLEMENT AND INDUSTRIAL CENTER. LOCAL
ORGANIZATIONS ACTIVELY PROMOTE HISTORICAL EDUCATION AND CONSERVATION EFFORTS, ENSURING THAT FUTURE
GENERATIONS APPRECIATE THE UNIQUE ROLE OREGON CITY PLAYED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST.

TiPs For ExPLORING OrReGoON CITY’s HisTORICAL SITES

IF YOU’RE PLANNING A VISIT TO OREGON CITY TO DELVE INTO ITS HISTORY, HERE ARE SOME HELPFUL TIPS!:

® START AT THE END OF THE OREGON TRAIL INTERPRETIVE CENTER: THIS FACILITY OFFERS INTERACTIVE EXHIBITS AND



GUIDED TOURS THAT PROVIDE CONTEXT ABOUT THE PIONEERS WHO ARRIVED VIA THE OREGON TRAIL.

* VISIT THE MCLOUGHLIN HOUSE: EXPLORE THE HOME OF ONE OF OREGON’S MOST INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, COMPLETE WITH
PERIOD FURNISHINGS AND HISTORICAL INSIGHTS.

o W ALK ALONG THE WILLAMETTE FALLS: T AKE IN THE NATURAL BEAUTY AND LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FALLS IN POWERING EARLY INDUSTRY.

o ExPLORE THE HISTORIC DOWNTOWN DISTRICT: STROLL THROUGH STREETS LINED WITH 19TH-CENTURY ARCHITECTURE
AND STOP BY LOCAL MUSEUMS AND SHOPS FOR A TASTE OF OREGON CITY)S HERITAGE.

THESE EXPERIENCES HELP CONNECT VISITORS TO THE LAYERED HISTORY OF THE CITY, ENRICHING THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF ITS
PAST AND PRESENT.

THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY IS A RICH TAPESTRY THAT ENCOMPASSES INDIGENOUS CULTURE, PIONEERING ENDEAVORS,
INDUSTRIAL INNOVATION, AND ONGOING PRESERVATION EFFORTS. FROM ITS EARLIEST DAYS AS A NATIVE AMERICAN SETTLEMENT
TO ITS RISE AS A TERRITORIAL CAPITAL AND INDUSTRIAL HUB, OReGON CITY HOLDS A SPECIAL PLACE IN THE STORY OF THE
AMERICAN WEST. WHETHER YOU’RE A HISTORY ENTHUSIAST OR SIMPLY CURIOUS ABOUT THIS CHARMING CITY, EXPLORING
OREGON CITY’S PAST OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE FORCES THAT SHAPED NOT ONLY A COMMUNITY BUT AN ENTIRE
REGION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF OREGON CITY IN OREGON’S HISTORY?

OREGON CITY IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT WAS THE FIRST INCORPORATED CITY WEST OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS AND SERVED AS THE
ORIGINAL CAPITAL OF THE OREGON TERRITORY. |T PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT AND GOVERNANCE OF
THE REGION.

\WHEN WAS OREGON CITY FOUNDED AND BY WHOM?

OreGoN CITY WAS FOUNDED IN 1829 &Y DRr. JoHN McLOUGHLIN, WHO WAS THE CHIEF FACTOR OF THE HUDSON'S BAY
Company’s CoLUMBIA DISTRICT. THE CITY BECAME A FOCAL POINT FOR SETTLERS TRAVELING WEST ON THE OREGON TRAIL.

How pib THE OREGON TRAIL IMPACT THE GROWTH OF OReGON CITY?

THE OREGON TRAIL BROUGHT THOUSANDS OF SETTLERS TO THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST DURING THE MID- 19 TH CENTURY, MANY
OF WHOM ENDED THEIR JOURNEY IN OREGON CITY. AS A RESULT, THE CITY GREW RAPIDLY AS A SUPPLY AND ADMINISTRATIVE
CENTER FOR THE BOOMING POPULATION.

WHAT HISTORIC SITES IN OREGON CITY REFLECT ITS EARLY HISTORY?

HisToRIC SITES SUCH AS THE END OF THE OREGON TRAIL INTERPRETIVE CENTER, THE MCLOUGHLIN HOUSE, AND THE
\WILLAMETTE FALLS HIGHLIGHT OREGON CITY'S EARLY HISTORY, SHOWCASING ITS ROLE IN WESTWARD EXPANSION AND EARLY
SETTLEMENT.

WHY WAS OREGON CITY CHOSEN AS THE FIRST CAPITAL OF THE OREGON TERRITORY?

OREGON CITY WAS CHOSEN AS THE FIRST CAPITAL OF THE OREGON TERRITORY IN 1848 DUE TO ITS STRATEGIC LOCATION AT
THE WILLAMETTE FALLS, ITS ESTABLISHED INFRASTRUCTURE, AND ITS IMPORTANCE AS A COMMERCIAL AND POLITICAL HUB
DURING THE EARLY YEARS OF TERRITORIAL GOVERNANCE.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HisTorY oF OreGoN CITY: TRACING THE RooTs oF OrREGON’S FIRST INCORPORATED CITY

HISTORY OF OREGON CITY IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY THROUGH THE ORIGINS OF ONE OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST’S MOST
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT URBAN CENTERS. AS THE FIRST INCORPORATED CITY WEST OF THE Rocky MOUNTAINS, OREGON
CITY HOLDS A UNIQUE PLACE IN AMERICAN HISTORY, REFLECTING EARLY PIONEER SETTLEMENT, THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUNICIPAL
GOVERNANCE, AND THE COMPLEX INTERACTIONS BETWEEN NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES AND EURO-AMERICAN SETTLERS.
UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THE BROADER NARRATIVE OF OREGON’S STATEHOOD,
FRONTIER EXPANSION, AND ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION.

FOUNDING AND EARLY SETTLEMENT

THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY BEGINS IN THE EARLY 19QTH CENTURY, AMID A WAVE OF WESTWARD MIGRATION DRIVEN BY THE
PROMISE OF FERTILE LANDS AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES. FOUNDED IN 1829 BY DR. JOHN MCLOUGHLIN, THE CHIEF FACTOR OF THE
Hubson’s Bay CoMPANY AT FORT VANCOUVER, OREGON CITY WAS ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED AS A TRADING POST AND
SUPPLY CENTER. MCLOUGHLIN’S VISION WAS TO CREATE A CENTRAL HUB FOR SETTLERS AND TRADERS NAVIGATING THE OREGON
TERRITORY, WHICH WAS THEN JOINTLY OCCUPIED BY BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES.

SITUATED STRATEGICALLY AT THE W/ILLAMETTE FALLS, THE CITY’S LOCATION WAS CHOSEN FOR ITS POTENTIAL TO HARNESS
WATER POWER AND FACILITATE TRANSPORTATION. THE FALLS PROVIDED A NATURAL BARRIER TO RIVER NAVIGATION, MAKING
OREGON CITY A KEY TRANSSHIPMENT POINT WHERE GOODS AND PEOPLE TRANSFERRED BETWEEN RIVERBOATS AND OVERLAND
ROUTES. THIS GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAGE RAPIDLY ATTRACTED SETTLERS, MERCHANTS, AND ENTREPRENEURS EAGER TO
CAPITALIZE ON THE CITY’S EMERGING ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE.

INDIGENOUS PRESENCE AND EARLY INTERACTIONS

LoNG BEFORE EURO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENT, THE AREA AROUND OREGON CITY WAS INHABITED BY THE CLACKAMAS AND OTHER
CHINOOKAN-SPEAKING TRIBES. THESE NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES THRIVED ON THE ABUNDANT NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE
WILLAMETTE VALLEY, ENGAGING IN FISHING, HUNTING, AND TRADE. THE ARRIVAL OF SETTLERS BROUGHT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES
TO INDIGENOUS LIFEWAYS, INCLUDING DISPLACEMENT, CULTURAL DISRUPTION, AND CONFLICT.

THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY CANNOT BE FULLY UNDERSTOOD WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGING THESE EARLY INTERACTIONS.
W/HILE SOME RELATIONS BETWEEN SETTLERS AND NATIVE AMERICANS INVOLVED COOPERATION AND TRADE, THE BROADER
PATTERN REFLECTED THE PRESSURES OF COLONIZATION THAT LED TO LOSS OF LAND AND AUTONOMY FOR THE ORIGINAL
INHABITANTS. THE INDIAN REMOVAL ACT AND SUBSEQUENT TREATIES FURTHER MARGINALIZED NATIVE TRIBES IN THE REGION,
RESHAPING OREGON’S DEMOGRAPHIC AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

INCORPORATION AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT

OREGON CITY’S DISTINCTION AS THE FIRST INCORPORATED CITY IN THE OREGON TERRITORY—ACHIEVED IN 1844 —MARKED A
PIVOTAL MOMENT IN ITS HISTORY. THIS MILESTONE UNDERSCORED THE CITY’S EMERGING ROLE AS A CENTER OF GOVERNANCE AND
CIVIC ORGANIZATION. THE CITY’S INCORPORATION PRECEDED OREGON’S STATEHOOD BY OVER A DECADE, HIGHLIGHTING ITS
EARLY LEADERSHIP IN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

AS THE TERRITORIAL CAPITAL UNTIL 1851 , OReEGON CITY SERVED AS THE HUB FOR LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL ACTIVITIES.
THE CITY HOSTED THE TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE AND THE OREGON SUPREME COURT/ REINFORCING ITS STATUS AS A POLITICAL
NUCLEUS. HO\X/EVERI THE RELOCATION OF THE CAPITAL TO SALEM REFLECTED SHIFTING POPULATION CENTERS AND ECONOMIC
PRIORITIES WITHIN THE GROWING TERRITORY.



EconoMic GROWTH AND INDUSTRIALIZATION

THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY IS CLOSELY TIED TO ITS ECONOMIC EVOLUTION. THE WILLAMETTE FALLS POWERED SOME OF
THE EARLIEST MILLS IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, INCLUDING SAWMILLS, GRISTMILLS, AND PAPER MILLS. THESE INDUSTRIES
CATALYZED THE CITY’S GROWTH AND ATTRACTED A WORKFORCE THAT DIVERSIFIED THE LOCAL ECONOMY BEYOND
AGRICULTURE.

By THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, ORrEGON CITY HAD DEVELOPED A ROBUST INDUSTRIAL BASE. THE CITY
BECAME A CENTER FOR LUMBER PRODUCTION AND RELATED MANUFACTURING, FEEDING THE DEMANDS OF REGIONAL URBANIZATION.
THE CONSTRUCTION OF RAILROADS AND IMPROVED TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE FURTHER INTEGRATED OREGON CITY
INTO BROADER ECONOMIC NETWORKS.

UrBAN DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

BEYOND ITS INDUSTRIAL ACHIEVEMENTS, OREGON CITY HAS PRESERVED MUCH OF ITS HISTORICAL CHARACTER. THE CITY’S
DOWNTOWN AREA FEATURES NUMEROUS BUILDINGS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, REFLECTING
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES FROM THE MID- 19 TH CENTURY ONWARD. LANDMARKS SUCH AS THE END OF THE OREGON TRAIL
INTERPRETIVE CENTER COMMEMORATE OREGON CITY’S ROLE AS A TERMINUS FOR PIONEERS TRAVELING WEST.

THE CITY’S CULTURAL HERITAGE IS ENRICHED BY FESTIVALS, MUSEUMS, AND COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT CELEBRATE ITS PIONEER
PAST AND INDIGENOUS ROOTS. THESE INITIATIVES CONTRIBUTE TO A SENSE OF IDENTITY AND CONTINUITY AMID MODERN URBAN
CHALLENGES.

MoDERN-DAY OREGON CITY: BALANCING GROWTH AND PRESERVATION

IN CONTEMPORARY TIMES, OREGON CITY FACES THE DUAL CHALLENGE OF MANAGING POPULATION GROW TH WHILE PRESERVING
ITS HISTORICAL LEGACY. THE CITY’S PROXIMITY TO PORTLAND AND OTHER METROPOLITAN AREAS HAS SPURRED RESIDENTIAL
AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT, ALTERING THE URBAN FABRIC.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS ACTIVELY PROMOTE HERITAGE CONSERVATION ALONGSIDE ECONOMIC
REVITALIZATION. EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND SUPPORT TOURISM HIGHLIGHT THE ONGOING RELEVANCE OF
THE CITY’S RICH HISTORY IN SHAPING ITS FUTURE.

CoMPARATIVE SIGNIFICANCE IN OREGON’s URBAN L ANDSCAPE

\/HEN COMPARED TO OTHER CITIES IN OREGON, OREGON CITY’S HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE STANDS OUT DUE TO ITS PIONEERING
STATUS AND EARLY POLITICAL PROMINENCE. UNLIKE PORTLAND, WHICH GREW PRIMARILY AS A COMMERCIAL PORT CITY, OREGON
CITY’S FOUNDATION WAS DEEPLY CONNECTED TO TERRITORIAL GOVERNANCE AND INDUSTRIAL INNOVATION.

MOREOVER, OReGON CITY’S ROLE IN THE OREGON TRAIL NARRATIVE GIVES IT A UNIQUE CULTURAL CACHET. W/HILE MANY

CITIES IN THE STATE EXPANDED DURING THE LATE 19TH CENTURY, OREGON CITY’S EARLY INCORPORATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT POSITIONED IT AS A FOUNDATIONAL COMMUNITY IN THE REGION.

Key EVENTS AND MILESTONES

To BETTER UNDERSTAND THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY, IT IS USEFUL TO OUTLINE SOME OF THE CRITICAL EVENTS THAT
SHAPED ITS TRAJECTORY:



1829: FOUNDING BY DR. JOHN MCLOUGHLIN AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY TRADING POST.

1844: INCORPORATION AS THE FIRST CITY WEST OF THE ROCKIES.

1848: OrReGON TERRITORY BECOMES A U.S. TERRITORY FOLLOWING THE OREGON TREATY.

185 1: TeErRRITORIAL CAPITAL MOVES FROM OREGON CITY TO SALEM.

LATE 19TH CENTURY: INDUSTRIAL GROWTH FUELED BY LUMBER AND MILLING INDUSTRIES.

207TH CENTURY: PRESERVATION EFFORTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF HISTORICAL TOURISM.

THESE MILESTONES COLLECTIVELY ILLUSTRATE THE CITY’S EVOLUTION FROM A FRONTIER OUTPOST TO A MODERN MUNICIPALITY
WITH A DISTINCTIVE HERITAGE.

IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL IDENTITY AND T OURISM

UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY ENRICHES APPRECIATION FOR THE CITY’S ROLE IN REGIONAL IDENTITY
FORMATION. AS A GATEWAY TO THE OREGON TRAIL AND A SYMBOL OF PIONEER DETERMINATION, THE CITY ATTRACTS
VISITORS INTERESTED IN AMERICAN WESTWARD EXPANSION.

TOURISM CENTERED ON HISTORICAL SITES CONTRIBUTES ECONOMICALLY BUT ALSO FOSTERS EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. THE
CITY'S COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING ITS PAST WHILE ADAPTING TO CONTEMPORARY NEEDS SERVES AS A MODEL FOR OTHER

HERITAGE-RICH COMMUNITIES.

THE HISTORY OF OREGON CITY REMAINS AN ACTIVE AND DYNAMIC NARRATIVE, BRIDGING PAST AND PRESENT IN A CITY THAT
CONTINUES TO HONOR ITS FOUNDATIONAL PLACE IN OREGON’S STORY.
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