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The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon: A Powerful Journey Through History and Identity

the rock and the river by kekla magoon is a compelling novel that dives deep into the complexities of race,
family, and activism during a turbulent time in American history. Set against the backdrop of 1968 Chicago,
this young adult historical fiction piece explores the civil rights movement through the eyes of a young
African American boy named Sam Childs. With nuanced storytelling and richly drawn characters, Magoon
invites readers to experience the struggles and triumphs of a community fighting for justice and equality.

Exploring the Heart of The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon

At its core, The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon is more than just a historical novel; it is a poignant
exploration of identity and moral courage. The story follows Sam, a 13-year-old boy grappling with the
legacy of his father, a civil rights activist who believes in nonviolent resistance. When Sam’s older brother,
Levi, joins the Black Panther Party, advocating for a more militant approach to fighting racial injustice, Sam is
caught between conflicting ideologies and the tension within his family.

A Glimpse Into 1960s Chicago

One of the novel’s most captivating elements is its vivid portrayal of Chicago in the late 1960s. Magoon
masterfully captures the social and political atmosphere of the era, illustrating the racial segregation,
police brutality, and widespread activism that characterized the time. Readers gain insight into the challenges
African American communities faced daily, from systemic discrimination to the fight for voting rights and equal
opportunities.

Characters That Resonate

The characters in The Rock and the River are deeply human and relatable. Sam’s internal conflict between
following his father’s peaceful ways or joining his brother’s radical activism mirrors the larger debate within
the civil rights movement itself. Through Sam’s perspective, readers witness the complexities of loyalty, fear,
and hope. The novel also highlights the strength of family bonds and the sacrifices made for the cause of
justice.

Thematic Depth and Social Commentary

Kekla Magoon doesn’t shy away from addressing tough themes in The Rock and the River. The novel delves into
topics such as systemic racism, police violence, political activism, and the role of youth in social change. It
challenges readers to think critically about the different methods people use to resist oppression and the
personal costs involved.

The Role of Activism and Resistance

The contrasting approaches to activism presented through Sam’s father and brother allow readers to
understand the spectrum of resistance within the civil rights era. While Sam’s father advocates for nonviolent
protest inspired by leaders like Martin Luther King Jr., Levi’s involvement with the Black Panthers introduces
readers to a more militant and self-defensive philosophy. This dynamic encourages reflection on the effectiveness



and ethics of various forms of activism.

Identity and Coming of Age

Another powerful aspect of the novel is Sam’s journey of self-discovery. As a young black boy navigating a
world filled with prejudice and danger, Sam’s coming-of-age story highlights the challenges of forming an
identity amidst social upheaval. His experiences encapsulate the universal struggle of growing up, but with the
added weight of racial injustice and political conflict.

Why The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon Is Essential Reading

For readers interested in historical fiction that educates as well as entertains, The Rock and the River by Kekla
Magoon is a must-read. It offers a window into an important era of American history while addressing themes
that remain relevant today. Its accessibility to young adult readers makes it a valuable resource for
educators and parents looking to introduce complex social issues in an engaging manner.

Educational Value and Classroom Use

Many educators have incorporated The Rock and the River into their curricula because it provides a balanced
and engaging perspective on the civil rights movement. The novel encourages critical thinking and discussion
about race relations, social justice, and activism, making it an excellent tool for fostering empathy and
historical understanding among students.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Magoon’s writing is both clear and evocative, blending historical facts with emotional storytelling. Her use
of first-person narration allows readers to connect intimately with Sam’s thoughts and feelings. The pacing
keeps the story engaging, balancing moments of tension with quieter, reflective scenes that deepen character
development.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Rock and the River

If you’re planning to read The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

Understand the historical context: Familiarize yourself with the civil rights movement, the Black
Panther Party, and 1960s America to fully appreciate the setting and conflicts.

Reflect on the moral dilemmas: Consider the different approaches to activism and think about how these
debates relate to current social justice movements.

Engage with discussion groups: Sharing perspectives with others can deepen your understanding and
uncover different interpretations of the novel’s themes.

Explore related literature: Reading other works about the civil rights era can provide a broader
context and highlight diverse narratives.



Legacy and Impact of The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon

Since its publication, The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon has been praised for its thoughtful portrayal of
a critical moment in history and its relevance to contemporary conversations about race and activism. It
continues to inspire readers to reflect on their own beliefs and the ways in which individuals and communities
can work toward social change.

Magoon’s novel also contributes to the growing body of young adult literature that acknowledges and
celebrates African American history and voices. By telling stories like Sam’s, the book helps ensure that these
important histories are remembered and honored.

Whether you’re a history buff, a lover of coming-of-age stories, or someone seeking to understand the
complexities of social justice, The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon offers a rich, insightful journey that
stays with you long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Rock and the River' by Kekla Magoon?

The main theme of 'The Rock and the River' is the struggle for civil rights and racial justice during the 1960s,
focusing on the conflict between activism and personal safety.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Rock and the River' and what challenges does
he face?

The protagonist is Sam Childs, a thirteen-year-old boy who grapples with his family's differing views on civil
rights activism and his own desire to fight against racial injustice.

How does Kekla Magoon portray the historical context of the 1960s in the
novel?

Kekla Magoon vividly portrays the 1960s by incorporating events like the civil rights movement, police
brutality, and the activities of groups like the Black Panther Party, grounding the story in real historical
tensions.

What role does Sam's family play in shaping the story's conflict?

Sam's family is central to the conflict; his father advocates for nonviolent protest while his older brother
joins the Black Panther Party, illustrating the spectrum of approaches within the civil rights movement.

How is the theme of brotherhood explored in 'The Rock and the River'?

Brotherhood is explored through the relationship between Sam and his older brother, highlighting loyalty,
differing beliefs, and the impact of activism on family dynamics.

What significance does the title 'The Rock and the River' hold in the novel?

The title symbolizes the contrasting approaches to change: 'the rock' representing steady, nonviolent
resistance, and 'the river' representing powerful, sometimes turbulent activism, reflecting the characters'
differing philosophies.



How does Kekla Magoon address the concept of identity in the book?

Magoon addresses identity by showing Sam's journey in understanding his place within his family, community, and
the broader civil rights movement during a turbulent time in history.

What is the significance of the Black Panther Party in the novel?

The Black Panther Party represents a more militant and radical approach to fighting racial injustice,
influencing characters like Sam's brother and posing moral and personal dilemmas for Sam.

How does 'The Rock and the River' depict the impact of racism on everyday
life?

The novel depicts racism's pervasive impact through scenes of police harassment, discrimination, and the fear
and anger experienced by African American communities in 1960s Chicago.

What lessons can readers learn from 'The Rock and the River'?

Readers can learn about the complexities of social justice movements, the importance of standing up for one's
beliefs, and the challenges faced by individuals and families during times of societal change.

Additional Resources
The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon: A Profound Exploration of Identity and Activism

the rock and the river by kekla magoon stands as a compelling narrative that delves into the turbulent era of
the Civil Rights Movement through the eyes of a young African American boy. Published in 2009, this historical
novel captures the complexities of race, family, and activism, offering readers a nuanced perspective on a
pivotal moment in American history. Magoon’s work has garnered critical acclaim for its authentic voice and
vivid portrayal of the struggles faced by Black communities during the 1960s.

In-depth Analysis of The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon

At its core, The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon is more than just a coming-of-age story; it is a
thoughtful investigation into the tensions that arose within African American families and communities amidst
the fight for civil rights. The novel follows Sam Childs, a 13-year-old living in Chicago, whose older brother,
Levi, becomes involved with the Black Panther Party. This familial divide reflects larger societal conflicts and
offers a multifaceted view of the era’s activism.

Magoon’s narrative style is marked by its clarity and emotional depth. Her use of first-person narration
allows readers intimate access to Sam’s internal struggles as he grapples with questions about loyalty,
justice, and identity. The author adeptly balances historical facts with fictional elements, grounding the
story in real events while maintaining the immediacy of Sam's personal journey.

Historical Context and Accuracy

One of the strengths of The Rock and the River is its meticulous incorporation of historical context. Magoon
paints a detailed picture of 1968 Chicago, a period marked by racial unrest, police brutality, and political
upheaval. The novel references significant events such as the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., which
serves as a catalyst for much of the story’s tension.



The depiction of the Black Panther Party is particularly noteworthy. Magoon avoids romanticizing the
organization, instead presenting a balanced perspective that highlights both its community programs and the
controversies surrounding its militant stance. This approach invites readers to critically engage with the
complexities of the civil rights movement, rather than accepting a simplified narrative.

Character Development and Themes

Sam Childs serves as a relatable protagonist whose maturation mirrors the evolving political landscape. His
initial admiration for his brother’s activism gradually transforms into a more nuanced understanding of the
risks and sacrifices involved. This character arc underscores major themes such as the cost of resistance, the
search for personal identity, and the importance of family bonds.

The novel also explores the theme of generational conflict. Sam’s father represents a more conservative
viewpoint, advocating for cautious progress and adherence to the law, while Levi embodies radical change. This
ideological clash within the Childs family encapsulates broader debates occurring within African American
communities during the civil rights era.

Writing Style and Narrative Structure

Magoon employs a straightforward yet evocative writing style that resonates with young adult and adult
readers alike. Her prose is accessible without sacrificing sophistication, making complex historical issues
understandable to a wide audience. The pacing is deliberate, allowing moments of introspection to balance
scenes of action and confrontation.

The novel’s structure supports its thematic concerns by alternating between moments of family intimacy and
broader social unrest. This interplay highlights how national events permeate personal lives, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of the political and the private.

Comparative Insights: The Rock and the River within Civil Rights
Literature

When compared with other works in the genre, such as Mildred D. Taylor’s "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" or
Sharon Draper’s "Out of My Mind," The Rock and the River distinguishes itself through its focus on the Black
Panther Party and urban activism. While many civil rights stories concentrate on the South or school
desegregation, Magoon’s novel situates itself in the North, drawing attention to the unique challenges faced
by Black communities in cities like Chicago.

This geographical and thematic shift broadens the scope of civil rights literature, revealing the movement’s
diversity. Additionally, Magoon’s nuanced portrayal of activist organizations contributes to ongoing
conversations about the tactics and philosophies that shaped the struggle for equality.

Pros and Cons of The Rock and the River

Pros:

Authentic and richly detailed historical setting

Complex characters that defy stereotypes



Engaging narrative that addresses difficult social issues

Balanced portrayal of activism and internal community conflicts

Cons:

Some readers may find the pacing slow in parts

The focus on political ideology might be challenging for younger audiences

Limited exploration of female perspectives within the story

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon has been recognized as an important addition to
young adult historical fiction. It has received accolades for its honest depiction of racial tensions and for
fostering empathy among readers. Educators often include the novel in curricula to encourage discussions on
race, history, and activism.

The book’s impact extends beyond literary circles; it serves as a reminder of the ongoing relevance of civil
rights issues. By presenting history through a personal lens, Magoon encourages readers to reflect on
contemporary social justice movements and their own roles within them.

In summary, The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon offers a profound exploration of identity, family, and
activism set against the backdrop of a defining era in American history. Its thoughtful portrayal of complex
characters and historical events invites readers to engage critically with the past, enriching their
understanding of the civil rights movement’s enduring legacy.
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  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: The Rock and the River Kekla Magoon, 2009-01-06
Coretta Scott King - John Steptoe Award winner In this “taut, eloquent first novel” (Booklist, starred
review), a young Black boy wrestles with conflicting notions of revolution and family loyalty as he
becomes involved with the Black Panthers in 1968 Chicago. The Time: 1968 The Place: Chicago For
thirteen-year-old Sam, it’s not easy being the son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs.
Especially when his older (and best friend), Stick, begins to drift away from him for no apparent
reason. And then it happens: Sam finds something that changes everything forever. Sam has always
had faith in his father, but when he finds literature about the Black Panthers under Stick’s bed, he’s
not sure who to believe: his father or his best friend. Suddenly, nothing feels certain anymore. Sam
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wants to believe that his father is right: You can effect change without using violence. But as time
goes on, Sam grows weary of standing by and watching as his friends and family suffer at the hands
of racism in their own community. Sam beings to explore the Panthers with Stick, but soon he’s
involved in something far more serious—and more dangerous—than he could have ever predicted.
Sam is faced with a difficult decision. Will he follow his father or his brother? His mind or his heart?
The rock or the river?
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: The Rock and the River Kekla Magoon, 2009-01-06
Coretta Scott King - John Steptoe Award winner In this “taut, eloquent first novel” (Booklist, starred
review), a young Black boy wrestles with conflicting notions of revolution and family loyalty as he
becomes involved with the Black Panthers in 1968 Chicago. The Time: 1968 The Place: Chicago For
thirteen-year-old Sam, it’s not easy being the son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs.
Especially when his older (and best friend), Stick, begins to drift away from him for no apparent
reason. And then it happens: Sam finds something that changes everything forever. Sam has always
had faith in his father, but when he finds literature about the Black Panthers under Stick’s bed, he’s
not sure who to believe: his father or his best friend. Suddenly, nothing feels certain anymore. Sam
wants to believe that his father is right: You can effect change without using violence. But as time
goes on, Sam grows weary of standing by and watching as his friends and family suffer at the hands
of racism in their own community. Sam beings to explore the Panthers with Stick, but soon he’s
involved in something far more serious—and more dangerous—than he could have ever predicted.
Sam is faced with a difficult decision. Will he follow his father or his brother? His mind or his heart?
The rock or the river?
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: More Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Doors Steven
T. Bickmore, Shanetia P. Clark, 2022-04-18 This is the third book in a three volume series
celebrating and examining about the work of 11 of the most prominent African American authors
since 2000. The eleven identified authors are Andrea Davis Pinkney, Coe Booth, Sheila P. Moses,
Kwame Alexander, Kekla Magoon, Jason Reynolds, Varian Johnson, Renee Watson, Tiffany D.
Jackson, Nnedi Okorafor, and Lamar Giles. These authors build on the work of the authors in books
two and three. The chapter authors—librarians and established and emerging scholars in the field of
young adult literature--survey the work of each author, their accolades, and how audiences
responded to their work. Each chapter highlights a single work and discusses how it might be taught
in a classroom with a focus on introductory, during, and concluding activities for individuals, small
groups and the whole class. This volume is a resource for classroom teachers, teacher educators,
reading specialists, librarians, and other educators who study, research, and read young adult
literature. Even more importantly it can be resource for students who read and study these authors
at the secondary and collegiate level. This is especially true when the current moment in the U. S.
shows facing anew concerns of voting rights and discussion of how and when Critical Race Theory or
any discussion of Race might take place in a classroom.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Racial Dimensions of Life Writing in Education
Lucy E. Bailey, KaaVonia Hinton, 2022-09-01 This collection presents life writing projects that
explore or represent the racial dimensions of life writing research in diverse educational spaces
using diverse methodologies and inquiry approaches. We believe this collection is long overdue. To
quote Melva R. Grant and Signe E. Kastberg’s succinct phrasing (this volume) “racialized inquiry
matters.” While some rich texts explore the racial aspects and anti-racist potential of social science
research (Blee, 2018; Lopez & Parker, 2003; Sefa Dei & Johal, 2005; Twine & Warren, 2000), and
include examples from educational contexts, there are no collections which focus on the
intersections of life writing inquiry as educative projects that highlight racial dimensions of the work
and lives under study. Drawing from Toni Morrison’s enduring wisdom, a visionary writer whose
work has explored the racial dimensions of culture and lived experience, we centralize race in life
writing in this collection rather than obscuring it or leaving it as a lurking, absent presence in the
craft. Racial Dimensions of Life Writing Research offers a wealth of ideas and perspectives from
which scholars, teachers, and students can draw to support their work. The 14 chapters in this



collection attend to national, international, and local concerns, include varied theoretical and
methodological approaches, and reflect a range of ethnic and racial heritages. Chapters consider
practical, theoretical, ethical, and educational issues involved in projects concerning
under-represented educational actors important for the terrain of life writing. The authors include
established and emerging scholars— university researchers, directors, and professors, academic
advisors, graduate and undergraduate students, activists, and former elementary and secondary
school teachers. It is our hope that this volume will spark conversation, debate, and reflection and
will be a valuable resource that inspires scholarship about how race and its intersections shape the
life-writing inquiry process. ENDORSEMENT: This is an exceptionally important volume
interrogating intersections of race, racism and life writing. Authors recenter life narrative as a
necessary anchor for studying, teaching about, and learning through complex racial dynamics. This
book should be read by any of us serious about studying and advancing knowledge on race and
writing. — Richard Milner, Vanderbilt University
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Believe In the World Amy Gash, Elise Howard,
2024-08-20 An inspiring and delightful illustrated collection of quotations from a diverse range of
our most beloved children's books that will help teach all of us how to live in the world today, perfect
for gift season and for readers of books like The Boy, The Mole, The Fox, and The Horse and How to
Love the World. Everything we need to know as adults can be found in the brilliant, imaginative,
diverse world of children's books. That is the simple yet powerful promise that Believe In the World
offers. This illustrated, gifty collection, with witty and inspirational quotations organized in chapters
such as How to Believe in the World and How to Have Fun in the World, reminds us not to lose sight
of the values we learned as kids—to be courageous, to do good deeds, to respect our imaginations,
and maybe even to break a few rules every once in a while. Some quotations will bring readers back
to old favorites like The Little Prince or Ramona Forever while others will lead to new discoveries
inspired by the exciting new variety of children’s books being published today. And all provide a
roadmap to doing and being good in the world. As one reviewer wrote about Believe In the World's
predecessor, What the Dormouse Said, published by Algonquin in 1999, “Whether you’re looking for
wisdom about goodness or sadness or even more practical matters, you will surely find it in this
delightful collection.” Believe In the World lands in the sweet spot of nostalgic and entertaining;
fresh and enlightening. And at the same time, it reminds us of the exhilaration of being a reader,
young at heart, venturing forth into the world of storybooks and unforgettable characters and
confirming that we are never too old to recapture the lessons, pleasures, and exuberance of
childhood.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Camo Girl Kekla Magoon, 2011-01-04 A biracial
student questions her identity in this contemporary novel from the author of the Coretta Scott King -
John Steptoe Award–winning The Rock and the River. Ella and Z have been friends forever, both of
them middle school outsiders in their Las Vegas suburb. Ella is the only black girl in her grade and
gets teased for the mottled colors of her face. (Her deceased father was white.) Z is the classic
“weird kid” who maintains an elaborate—and public—fantasy life, starring himself as a brave knight.
Though Z is content with his imagined world, Ella wishes for a larger group of friends, so she’s
thrilled when Bailey, another black kid, arrives at their school. He’s popular and wants to befriend
Ella—but to join the cool crowd, Ella would have to ditch Z. Does she stay loyal to the boy who has
been her best and only friend for years, or jump at the chance to realize her dream of popularity?
Author Kekla Magoon deftly navigates the muddy waters of racial and cultural identities in this
contemporary exploration of one girl’s attempt to find herself.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Booklist's 1000 Best Young Adult Books Since 2000
Booklist, 2014-05-15 With the explosion in YA publishing, it’s harder than ever to separate good
books from the rest. Booklist magazine’s editors’ deep and broad knowledge of the landscape offers
indispensable guidance, and here they bring together the very best of the best books for young
adults published since the start of the 21st century.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Night Fires George E. Stanley, 2011-01-04 George



Edward Stanley's powerful Night Fires explores the influence of the Klan in 1920's Oklahoma, and
the danger of succumbing to peer pressure.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Literature for Young Adults Joan L. Knickerbocker,
James A. Rycik, 2019-08-28 Now in its second edition, this book explores a great variety of genres
and formats of young adult literature while placing special emphasis on contemporary works with
nontraditional themes, protagonists, and literary conventions that are well suited to young adult
readers. It looks at the ways in which contemporary readers can access literature and share the
works they're reading, and it shows teachers the resources that are available, especially online, for
choosing and using good literature in the classroom and for recommending books for their students’
personal reading. In addition to traditional genre chapters, this book includes chapters on literary
nonfiction; poetry, short stories, and drama; and film. Graphic novels, diversity issues, and uses of
technology are also included throughout the text. The book's discussion of literary
language—including traditional elements as well as metafictive terms—enables readers to share in a
literary conversation with their peers (and others) when communicating about books. This book is an
essential resource for preservice educators to help young adults understand and appreciate the
excellent literature that is available to them. New to the second edition: New popular authors,
books, and movies with a greater focus on diversity of literature Updated coverage of new trends,
such as metafiction, a renewed focus on nonfiction, and retellings of canonical works Increased
attention to graphic novels and multimodal texts throughout the book eResources with downloadable
materials, including book lists, awards lists, and Focus Questions
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: The Creative Way Forward Jen Martin, 2024-09-17
Learn How to Creatively Adapt, Improvise Solutions, and Embrace Change Change is inevitable. If
there’s one thing we can plan on, it’s that nothing will stay the same. Yet change can also be
challenging, especially when it’s unexpected. In times of disruption when we most need to be
creative, we’re often reactive. We hang on to what we know instead of being open to the vast
possibilities of what’s next. Professional coach and consultant Jen Martin shows us another way: how
to build your creative capacity and ability to improvise forward, even during life’s biggest twists and
turns. For those navigating any type of change—whether at work or in life—Jen shares
research-backed practices and tools to help you strengthen your agility and adaptability. In this
book, you will learn: • The four-part Change Curve for navigating transitions, • How to regulate your
nervous system to be creative versus reactive, • Why knowing “what’s core for you” is critical for
being adaptive, • Three powerful ways to reframe your perspective, • The type of curiosity you’ll
need in order to embrace what’s next, and • How to creatively navigate detours and setbacks on the
journey. This book is a beautiful reminder that while the future is inherently uncertain, it’s precisely
when we don’t have all the answers that we often come up with the most interesting ideas and
discover the creative way forward.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Book Clubbing! Carol Littlejohn, 2011-04-12 Learn
how to sponsor a successful, student-led book club for grades K through 12 that is fun,
easy-to-implement, and encourages reading. Book Clubbing!: Successful Book Clubs for Young
People offers practical tips on creating book clubs that involve students of all ages and reading
levels—including special education students, second language learners, and reluctant
readers—making it easy to have fun, productive, and educational book clubs and other reading
events. The book begins with a discussion of the current research on reading and practical tips from
experienced sponsors and participants, followed by suggestions on customizing book clubs to fit the
students' needs and how to add sparkle to the club with field trips, readers theatre, guest speakers,
and mystery games. The book offers a wide variety of reading activities, ensuring a dynamic, lively
reading group. Numerous forms, booklists, booktalks, reading lists, and resource websites offer
additional help for educators and library staff. Especially unique and valuable is the reading
activities chapter that includes reproducible reading games, a readers theatre script, a folktale rap,
and various booktalks and contests.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Fire in the Streets Kekla Magoon, 2013-08-27 In



the aftermath of Dr. King's assassination in 1968, Chicago fourteen-year-old Maxie longs to join the
Black Panthers, whether or not her brother Raheem, ex-boyfriend Sam, or her friends like it, and is
soon caught up in the violence of anti-war and civil rights demonstrations.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Engaging With History in the Classroom Janice
I. Robbins, Carol L. Tieso, 2021-09-30 Engaging With History in the Classroom: The Civil Rights
Movement is the fourth in a series of middle-grade U.S. history units that focus on what it means to
be an American citizen, living in a democracy that expects as much from its citizens as it provides to
them. In every lesson, students are asked to step into the world of the Civil Rights movement, to
hear about and to see what was happening, to read the words of real people, and to imagine their
hopes, dreams, and feelings. Students also learn to question the accounts left behind and to
recognize different perspectives on events that marked significant changes in the legal definitions of
civil rights. Resources for teachers include a running script that's useful as a model for guiding
conceptualization as well as extensive teacher notes with practical suggestions for personalizing
activities. Grades 6-8
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: The Complete Guide to Service Learning
Cathryn Berger Kaye, 2010-03-18 The Complete Guide to Service Learning is the go-to resource in
the fast-growing field of service learning. It is an award-winning treasury of service activities,
community service project ideas, quotes, reflections, and resources that can help teachers and youth
workers engage young hearts and minds in reaching out and giving back. Author and internationally
known service learning expert Cathryn Berger Kaye presents service learning—its importance,
steps, essential elements, and challenges—within a curricular context and organized by theme. This
second edition maintains the easy-to-use format of the original and is enhanced with updated
information on service learning programs and pedagogy. Benefits include: A blueprint for service
learning, from getting started to assessing the experience Integration of K–12 service learning
standards Inspiring quotations, background information and resources, preparation activities,
real-life examples, and community service project ideas that have worked for other teachers 13
thematic chapters covering topics commonly selected for service learning projects such as animal
protection and care, elders, emergency readiness, the environment, hunger and homelessness,
literacy, special needs, and more Hundreds of real-life field-tested service learning projects Ideas for
fortifying service learning programs by incorporating global literacy and creating a culture of
service The online digital content has over 200 pages of forms and bonus materials and includes: All
of the planning and tracking forms from the book, many customizable 39 sample planning templates
for all service learning themes at each grade level 10 original essays written by experts in the field
22 author interviews, including interviews with authors Laurie David, Cynthia Lord, Jordan
Sonnenblick, Kathe Koja, Danica Novgorodoff, Janet Tashjian, Deborah Ellis, Sonia Levitin, Ellen
Senisi, and more! More than 300 additional “Bookshelf” recommendations that describe books that
offer teachable moments about community service, responsibility, caring, and helping, as well as
ways to encourage discussion and combine literature and service learning. Drawing on her years as
a classroom teacher and international service learning consultant, trainer, speaker, and program
developer, Cathryn Berger Kaye tells you everything you want and need to know about service
learning. Recommended for K–12 teachers and administrators, college and university faculty, youth
group leaders, government agencies and nonprofits, and after-school programs. Teachers, parents,
and group leaders: Use this valuable resource in a classroom or youth-serving organization,
after-school program, or as a family.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Whole Novels for the Whole Class Ariel Sacks,
2013-10-21 Work with students at all levels to help them read novels Whole Novels is a practical,
field-tested guide to implementing a student-centered literature program that promotes critical
thinking and literary understanding through the study of novels with middle school students. Rather
than using novels simply to teach basic literacy skills and comprehension strategies, Whole Novels
approaches literature as art. The book is fully aligned with the Common Core ELA Standards and
offers tips for implementing whole novels in various contexts, including suggestions for teachers



interested in trying out small steps in their classrooms first. Includes a powerful method for teaching
literature, writing, and critical thinking to middle school students Shows how to use the Whole
Novels approach in conjunction with other programs Includes video clips of the author using the
techniques in her own classroom This resource will help teachers work with students of varying
abilities in reading whole novels.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Patterns of Power, Grades 6–8 Jeff Anderson, Travis
Leech, Melinda Clark, 2023-10-10 Authors Jeff Anderson, Travis Leech, and Melinda Clark lead a
vibrant approach to grammar instruction in Patterns of Power, Grades 6-8: Inviting Adolescent
Writers into the Conventions of Language. Here, young, emergent writers are invited to notice the
conventions of the English language and build off them in this inquiry-based approach to
instructional grammar. The book comes with standards-aligned lessons that can be incorporated in
just 10 minutes a day. Patterns of Power’s responsive, invitational approach puts students in an
involved role and has them explore and discuss the purpose and meaning of what they read.
Students study short, authentic texts and are asked to share their findings out loud, engaging in rich
conversations to make meaning. Inside you’ll find: Ready-to-use lesson plan sets that include
excerpts from authentic and diverse mentor texts curated for grades 6-8 Real-life classroom
examples, tips, and Power Notes gleaned from the authors’ experiences that can be applied to any
level of writer Resources, including a Patterns of Power Planning Guide and musical soundtracks, to
use in classroom instruction or as handouts for student literacy notebooks Patterns of Power, Grades
6-8 provides a simple classroom routine that is structured in length and approach, but provides
teachers flexibility in choosing the texts, allowing for numerous, diverse voices in the classroom. The
practice helps students build cognitive recognition and provides a formative assessment for teachers
on student progress. With these short lessons, students will gain confidence and move beyond
limitation to produce effortless writing in your class and beyond. The Patterns of Power series also
includes Patterns of Power, Grades 1-5: Inviting Young Writers into the Conventions of Language;
Patterns of Power en Español, Grades 1-5: Inviting Bilingual Writers into the Conventions of
Spanish; Patterns of Power, Grades 9-12: Teaching Grammar Through Reading and Writing; and
Patterns of Wonder, Grades PreK-1: Inviting Emergent Writers to Play with the Conventions of
Language.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Social Justice and Cultural Competency Marcia A.
Mardis, Dianne Oberg, 2019-11-20 Published in partnership with the International Association of
School Librarianship, this work gathers together the latest and most important research on the
topics of social justice and cultural competency in school libraries. Education systems today are
expected to advance national goals related to fairness, equity, and social cohesion. Comprising
articles written and collected in the journal of the International Association of School Librarianship
and new articles written especially for this anthology, this book documents both empirical research
and promising practices to help school librarians and teachers work together to promote social
justice and develop learners' and educators' cultural competence. Both coeditors are experienced in
working with authors from around the world and have participated in the development of effective
and ethical standards and guidelines for school library practitioners. Brief real-life case studies of
school librarians and teachers in action showcase efforts to improve the lives of marginalized or
under-served students. School librarians inside and outside of the United States, school library
educators and policymakers, and academic librarians building school librarianship collections will
find this guide valuable.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Revolution in Our Time: The Black Panther Party’s
Promise to the People Kekla Magoon, 2021-11-08 In this powerful history, Magoon presents an
incisive, in-depth study of the Black Panther Party.– Publishers Weekly (starred review) In this
comprehensive, inspiring, and all-too-relevant history of the Black Panther Party, Kekla Magoon
introduces readers to the Panthers’ community activism, grounded in the concept of self-defense,
which taught Black Americans how to protect and support themselves in a country that treated them
like second-class citizens. For too long the Panthers’ story has been a footnote to the civil rights



movement rather than what it was: a revolutionary socialist movement that drew thousands of
members—mostly women—and became the target of one of the most sustained repression efforts
ever made by the U.S. government against its own citizens. Revolution in Our Time puts the
Panthers in the proper context of Black American history, from the first arrival of enslaved people to
the Black Lives Matter movement of today. Kekla Magoon’s eye-opening work invites a new
generation of readers grappling with injustices in the United States to learn from the Panthers’
history and courage, inspiring them to take their own place in the ongoing fight for justice.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: On the Shoulders of Giants Steven T. Bickmore,
Shanetia P. Clark, 2019-12-30 This first book in a three volume series celebrates and examines the
work of four African American authors of young adult literature. They are Virginia Hamilton, Julius
Lester, Walter Dean Myers, and Mildred D. Taylor; they serve as the foundation of young adult
literature and provide robust stories that center and illuminate African American youth. In addition,
this volume also examines the role of the Coretta Scott King Award in promoting access and visibility
to authors and illustrators who shine a spotlight on African American youth and society. The chapter
authors--librarians and established and emerging scholars in the field of young adult
literature--survey the work of Hamilton, Lester, Myers, or Taylor; their accolades; and how
audiences initially responded to their work. Each chapter highlights a single work and discusses how
it might be taught, providing pre, during, and post reading activities or, in some cases, individual,
small group, or whole class activities. This volume is a resource for classroom teachers, teacher
educators, reading specialists, librarians, and other educators who study, research, and read young
adult literature. This first volume supplements studies in the foundations of African American
authors of young adult literature and explorations of critical works by these authors.
  the rock and the river by kekla magoon: Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching
and Learning (Second Edition) Sharroky Hollie, 2017-07-15 Written to address all grade levels, this
K-12 classroom resource provides teachers with strategies to support their culturally and
linguistically diverse students. This highly readable book by Dr. Sharroky Hollie explores the
pedagogy of culturally responsive teaching, and includes tips, techniques, and activities that are
easy to implement in today's classrooms. Both novice and seasoned educators will benefit from the
helpful strategies described in this resource to improve the following five key areas: classroom
management, academic literacy, academic vocabulary, academic language, and learning
environment. Grounded in the latest research, this second edition includes an updated reference
section and resources for further reading.
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