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War Against Children: Understanding the Hidden Crisis Affecting the Most Vulnerable

war against children is a deeply disturbing reality that continues to unfold in various parts of the
world. While the phrase might evoke images of armed conflict, it encompasses much more—ranging
from direct violence in conflict zones to systemic abuses, neglect, and exploitation that rob children of
their basic rights and dignity. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of this ongoing crisis,
shedding light on its causes, consequences, and what can be done to protect the youngest and most
vulnerable members of society.

What Does the War Against Children Mean?

When we talk about the war against children, it is not just about literal wars or armed conflicts
involving child soldiers. It also refers to the broader spectrum of violence, abuse, and deprivation that
children face worldwide. This includes forced recruitment into armed groups, child trafficking,
exploitation in labor and sex industries, denial of education, and the impact of war on their physical
and mental health.

Children, by virtue of their age and dependence, are uniquely vulnerable in times of conflict and
crisis. They often become unintended victims, but in many cases, they are deliberately targeted or
exploited. The war against children is therefore both a literal and metaphorical struggle for survival,
safety, and opportunity.

The Impact of Armed Conflict on Children

Child Soldiers: The Lost Generation

One of the most harrowing aspects of the war against children is the recruitment and use of child
soldiers. Across the globe, millions of children are forcibly conscripted into armed groups or militias.
These children are often subjected to brutal training, forced to commit atrocities, and denied a normal
childhood.

The psychological and physical scars they carry can last a lifetime, making reintegration into society
challenging. Communities also face a struggle to reconcile with former child soldiers, who are both
victims and perpetrators in a complex cycle of violence.

Collateral Damage: The Cost of War

Children often find themselves trapped in conflict zones where basic necessities like food, clean
water, shelter, and healthcare become scarce. Bombings, landmines, and crossfire make everyday



survival a struggle. Many children lose their families, homes, and access to education, which further
perpetuates cycles of poverty and instability.

Malnutrition and disease rates soar in these environments, while the trauma of war leaves deep
psychological wounds. These conditions severely hamper a child’s development and future prospects.

Systemic Abuses Beyond the Battlefield

Child Labor and Exploitation

The war against children extends beyond the literal battleground. In many regions, economic
instability and social upheaval caused by conflict create ripe conditions for child labor and trafficking.
Children are forced to work in hazardous environments, often in mining, agriculture, or
manufacturing, where they face exploitation and abuse.

Human trafficking networks thrive in fragile states, with children being sold for forced labor or sexual
exploitation. These abuses strip away childhood, education, and hope for a better future.

Denial of Education: A Silent Weapon

Education is a powerful shield against poverty and violence, yet it is often disrupted or deliberately
targeted during conflicts. Schools are destroyed, teachers flee, and children are kept away due to
insecurity. This denial of education is an often overlooked dimension of the war against children.

Without education, children lose the tools to rebuild their communities and escape cycles of violence.
It also increases their vulnerability to recruitment by armed groups or exploitation.

Psychological Toll: Invisible Wounds of War

The trauma experienced by children in conflict zones can be profound and long-lasting. Exposure to
violence, displacement, and loss often leads to severe emotional and psychological challenges such
as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, and depression.

Importance of Psychosocial Support

Addressing these invisible wounds requires a coordinated effort to provide psychosocial support.
Programs that offer counseling, community support, and safe spaces for children to express
themselves are critical in helping them cope and heal.

Investing in mental health services for children affected by war not only aids individual recovery but
also fosters stability and peace within affected communities.



International Efforts to Combat the War Against
Children

Legal Protections and Advocacy

Numerous international laws and conventions aim to protect children from the ravages of war. The
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and its Optional Protocol on the
involvement of children in armed conflict specifically prohibit the recruitment and use of children in
hostilities.

Global organizations such as UNICEF, Save the Children, and Human Rights Watch work tirelessly to
monitor violations, advocate for policy changes, and implement programs to assist affected children.

Challenges in Enforcement

Despite these frameworks, enforcement remains a significant challenge. Many state and non-state
actors flout international norms with impunity. Access to conflict zones is often restricted, making it
difficult to document abuses or provide humanitarian aid.

Efforts to hold perpetrators accountable through international courts and tribunals have had some
successes, but political complexities and lack of resources continue to impede progress.

What Can Individuals Do to Help?

Awareness and advocacy are powerful tools in combating the war against children. Supporting
organizations that work on the ground, educating oneself and others about these issues, and
pressuring governments to take action all contribute to change.

Practical Steps to Support Affected Children

Donate to credible humanitarian organizations focused on child protection and education.

Participate in or organize awareness campaigns to highlight the plight of children in conflict
zones.

Encourage policymakers to prioritize child protection in foreign policy and humanitarian aid.

Support fair trade and ethical consumerism to reduce child labor exploitation.



Every effort counts in creating a safer world where children can grow up free from violence and fear.

Looking Ahead: Building a Future Free from the War
Against Children

The war against children is a complex and heartbreaking issue, but it is not insurmountable. It
requires a collective commitment from governments, international organizations, communities, and
individuals to protect children’s rights and well-being.

By addressing the root causes—such as poverty, political instability, and discrimination—and
investing in education, mental health, and social services, the global community can begin to
dismantle the structures that perpetuate this war.

Children are not just victims; they are the future. Ensuring their safety, health, and development is
not only a moral imperative but also a foundation for lasting peace and prosperity worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'war against children' refer to?
The term 'war against children' refers to the various ways in which children are directly or indirectly
affected by armed conflicts, including recruitment as child soldiers, displacement, loss of family, and
exposure to violence and trauma.

How are children impacted by armed conflicts around the
world?
Children in armed conflicts often face recruitment as soldiers, sexual violence, disruption of
education, psychological trauma, displacement, and increased risk of death or injury.

What international laws protect children in times of war?
International laws such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the
Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and the Geneva Conventions
provide protections for children during armed conflicts.

Why is child recruitment in armed forces considered a war
against children?
Child recruitment forces children to participate in violence, exposing them to physical and
psychological harm, robbing them of their childhood and education, which is why it is considered a
war against children.



What organizations are working to end the war against
children?
Organizations like UNICEF, Save the Children, Human Rights Watch, and War Child work globally to
protect children from the impacts of armed conflict and advocate for their rights.

How does displacement due to war affect children?
Displacement disrupts children's access to education, healthcare, and safe living conditions, increases
their vulnerability to exploitation, and causes psychological distress.

What role does education play in protecting children during
conflicts?
Education provides children with stability, protection, and hope during conflicts, and helps prevent
recruitment by armed groups by keeping children engaged and informed.

How can the international community help stop the war
against children?
The international community can enforce laws protecting children, provide humanitarian aid, support
rehabilitation programs, hold perpetrators accountable, and promote peacebuilding efforts.

What are the psychological effects of war on children?
Children exposed to war may suffer from PTSD, anxiety, depression, behavioral issues, and difficulties
in social integration due to trauma and loss.

Are girls affected differently than boys in the war against
children?
Yes, girls often face additional risks such as sexual violence, exploitation, and early forced marriage,
making their experiences in war distinct and requiring targeted protection efforts.

Additional Resources
War Against Children: An Ongoing Crisis in Global Conflict Zones

war against children is a devastating reality that continues to unfold in numerous conflict zones
worldwide. While wars have historically been fought between armies and political factions, the impact
on children—often the most vulnerable members of society—remains a tragic and underreported
dimension of modern warfare. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of this crisis, shedding
light on how children become both direct and indirect victims, the long-term ramifications,
international legal frameworks, and the urgent need for global intervention.



The Scope and Scale of the War Against Children

Children caught in armed conflict face a spectrum of abuses, from physical harm and psychological
trauma to displacement and exploitation. The term “war against children” encapsulates deliberate
and collateral damage inflicted upon minors during hostilities. According to UNICEF, millions of
children have been affected by armed conflict in recent decades, with many losing access to
education, healthcare, and basic security.

The United Nations estimates that nearly 250 million children live in conflict-affected areas, where
they are at heightened risk of recruitment as child soldiers, sexual violence, and other forms of abuse.
These figures underscore the scale of the crisis and emphasize that the war against children is not
confined to any single region but is a global phenomenon affecting countries in Africa, the Middle
East, Asia, and beyond.

Child Soldiers: The Weaponization of Innocence

One of the most harrowing aspects of the war against children is the systematic recruitment of child
soldiers. Armed groups often forcibly enlist children, exploiting their impressionability and physical
vulnerability. These children are frequently subjected to brutal training regimens and forced to
participate in combat, sometimes against their own communities.

The use of child soldiers violates international humanitarian law, including the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict. Despite legal
prohibitions, groups such as ISIS, Boko Haram, and various militias continue to employ children in
their ranks, perpetuating cycles of violence and trauma.

Psychological and Social Impact on Child Victims

Beyond physical harm, the war against children inflicts profound psychological scars that can last a
lifetime. Exposure to violence, loss of family members, and forced displacement contribute to a
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communities are torn apart, schools are destroyed and stability shattered. Demonstrates how war's
legacy of horror continues to affect children long after hostilities cease, especially through
landmines and unexploded ordnance, the proliferation of small arms, the instability of refugee
existence and the spread of HIV/AIDS.
  war against children: The War on Children Save the Children, Miriam Kirollos, Caroline
Anning, Gunvor Knag Fylkesnes, James Denselow, 2018
  war against children: Spiritual Warfare and The Home Dr. D. K. Olukoya, 2016-01-25
Spiritual Warfare And The Home Marriage is God's creation and not the product of any human
legislation. Marriage is supposed to be blissful and can be blissful. This book is not a set of rhetoric
but a warfare manual designed to ensure your home is what God expects it to be. This manual is for
use to help believers fight and win battles against their homes. It teaches you scriptural guidelines
to enable you avoid marital failure and how to safeguard your home through aggressive prayers.
This book would help Christian bachelors and spinsters avoid pitfalls and obtain the right partner.
Can there ever be honey for your marriage? Follow carefully the instruction for using this manual
and you will be amazed to see dry bones come alive in Jesus name.
  war against children: Plight and Fate of Children During and Following Genocide
Samuel Totten, 2018-04-17 Plight and Fate of Children During and Following Genocide examines
why and how children were mistreated during genocides in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
Among the cases examined are the Australian Aboriginals, the Armenian genocide, the Holocaust,
the Mayans in Guatemala, the 1994 Rwanda genocide, and the genocide in Darfur. Two additional
chapters examine the issues of sexual and gender-based violence against children and the
phenomenon of child soldiers. Following an introduction by Samuel Totten, the essays include:
Australia's Aboriginal Children; Hell is for Children; Children: The Most Vulnerable Victims of the
Armenian Genocide; Children and the Holocaust; The Fate of Mentally and Physically Disabled
Children in Nazi Germany; The Plight and Fate of Children vis-a-vis the Guatemalan Genocide; The
Plight of Children During and Following the 1994 Rwandan Genocide; Darfur Genocide; Sexual and
Gender-Based Violence against Children during Genocide; and, Child Soldiers. Contributors include:
Colin Tatz, Henry C. Theriault, Asya Darbinyan, Rubina Peroomian, Jeffrey Blutinger, Amanda Grzyb,
Elisa von Joeden-Forgey, Sara Demir, Hannibal Travis, and Samuel Totten. The editor and several of
the contributors have personally investigated and witnessed the aftermath of genocidal campaigns.
  war against children: The Child , 1945
  war against children: Prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Healthy Families and
Communities, United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and the Workforce.
Subcommittee on Select Education, 2002
  war against children: Children's Bureau Commission on Children in Wartime, First
Meeting, March 16-18, 1942, Washington D.C. United States. Children's Bureau, 1942
  war against children: From Child Terrorism to Peace Activism Jonathan Matusitz,
2022-10-14 This book examines the reasons for which children join terrorist movements and how
they eventually become peace activists fighting the very crimes that they once committed. The
transformation of child terrorists into peace activists has received scant attention from academics
and practitioners alike. Particular focus is placed on child jihadism, child terrorism in Africa and
Latin America, child separatist terrorism, and White child supremacism. These five groups of child
terrorists represent about 80% of the problem across the world. The text serves as a primer for
anti-terrorism and peace activism for global social change. It includes original, applied research and
features personal accounts from former child terrorists who became peace activists themselves. One
of the nine chapters provides an in-depth thematic analysis of the lives of 24 subjects (from all five
aforementioned groups). The analysis produced four main themes that encapsulate the time and
effort that it takes to become a peace activist today: metamorphosis, terrorist behavior,
disillusionment, and anti-terrorist behavior. The book ends with multiple solutions from the
perspective of social work, including the reintegration of former child terrorists into society. From



Child Terrorism to Peace Activism is a resource of deep and broad appeal. The text is essential
reading for upper-level undergraduate and Master’s students in political science, military studies,
international relations, international law, and peace and conflict studies. It can be pertinent reading
for students and instructors in international social work contemplating social work-related solutions
to rehabilitate former child terrorists and child soldiers into society through peace activism,
anti-terrorist endeavors, and other socio-psychological methods that will produce social change. The
text also would appeal to faculty and students in childhood studies with an interest in child
terrorism, child development, and child trauma and resilience. Given the essentials, depth, and
possibilities that the book offers, it is a useful resource for audiences within counterterrorism
institutes, national security agencies, and academic think-tanks. Information on motives, strategies,
radicalization processes, and recruitment methods used by terrorist organizations as well as their
effects on various audiences will draw readers from law enforcement agencies and institutions.
  war against children: Children’s Rights and International Development M. Denov, R. Maclure,
C. Kathryn, 2011-06-06 A timely examination of the plight of children and youths in developing
nations. The chapters strike a balance between diagnostic analysis of the conditions of risk, with
prescriptive ideas for approaching and intervening with marginalized children.
  war against children: Life and Labor , 1918
  war against children: Children and Disasters Conway F. Saylor, 2013-06-29 In response to
the growing concern for the psychological impact of disasters on children, this book integrates a
diverse body of literature-including theory, case studies and other research, and assessment and
intervention techniques-contributed by many of the fields most experienced professionals. Child and
school psychologists, psychiatrists, nurses, mental health administrators, and pediatricians will all
appreciate the work's unique focus on the reaction of children to extreme stress.
  war against children: Index-catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon General's Office, United
States Army (Armed Forces Medical Library). Armed Forces Medical Library (U.S.), National Library
of Medicine (U.S.), Library of the Surgeon-General's Office (U.S.), 1955 Collection of incunabula and
early medical prints in the library of the Surgeon-general's office, U.S. Army: Ser. 3, v. 10, p.
1415-1436.
  war against children: Nelson Textbook of Pediatrics E-Book Robert Kliegman, Bonita F.
Stanton, Joseph W. St. Geme III, Nina F Schor, Richard E. Behrman, 2011-06-10 Nelson Textbook of
Pediatrics has been the world’s most trusted pediatrics resource for nearly 75 years. Drs. Robert
Kliegman, Bonita Stanton, Richard Behrman, and two new editors—Drs. Joseph St. Geme and Nina
Schor—continue to provide the most authoritative coverage of the best approaches to care. This
streamlined new edition covers the latest on genetics, neurology, infectious disease, melamine
poisoning, sexual identity and adolescent homosexuality, psychosis associated with epilepsy, and
more. Understand the principles of therapy and which drugs and dosages to prescribe for every
disease. Locate key content easily and identify clinical conditions quickly thanks to a full-color
design and full-color photographs. Access the fully searchable text online at www.expertconsult.com,
along with abundant case studies, new references and journal articles, Clinics articles, and exclusive
web-only content. Stay current on recent developments and hot topics such as melamine poisoning,
long-term mechanical ventilation in the acutely ill child, sexual identity and adolescent
homosexuality, age-specific behavior disturbances, and psychosis associated with epilepsy. Tap into
substantially enhanced content with world-leading clinical and research expertise from two new
editors—Joseph St. Geme, III, MD and Nina Schor, MD—who contribute on the key subspecialties,
including pediatric infectious disease and pediatric neurology. Manage the transition to adult
healthcare for children with chronic diseases through discussions of the overall health needs of
patients with congenital heart defects, diabetes, and cystic fibrosis. Recognize, diagnose, and
manage genetic conditions more effectively using an expanded section that covers these diseases,
disorders, and syndromes extensively. Find information on chronic and common dermatologic
problems more easily with a more intuitive reorganization of the section.
  war against children: Who's Afraid of Children? Helen Brocklehurst, 2017-03-02



Brocklehurst's impressive work breaks new ground in normative international political theory. It
develops a new theoretical framework which exposes how children are present in international
relations and security practices using an empirical and comparative assessment of the role of
children and youth in a range of conflicts including Nazi Germany, Mozambique, South Africa,
Northern Ireland, the Cold War and the British Empire. The author argues powerfully that concepts
of children are partial and 'contained' through their construction as non-political. Global in scope,
this book is a timely and important contribution given the growing visibility of children in
international relations evident after September 11. The political and ethical question at the heart of
this book is: will international relations dare to catch up?
  war against children: The Mental Health of Children and Adolescents Helmut Remschmidt,
Barry Nurcombe, Myron Lowell Belfer, Norman Sartorius, Ahmed Okasha, 2007-04-04 Around the
world, a vast number of children and adolescents suffer from mental and neurological disorders and
only a small proportion of them receive adequate care. This is so in both developing and developed
countries. The need to raise awareness about this problem and provide specific advice regarding
their prevention and treatment was identified as a priority for the World Psychiatric Association by
Professor Ahmed Okasha during his Presidency of the Association and resulted in the creation of his
Presidential Programme on Child Mental Health. This book presents some of the fruits of this
programme and constitutes a global call to action for mental health workers and policy makers. The
Mental Health of Children and Adolescents: An area of global neglect brings together information on
the burden of mental disorders in childhood and adolescence with methods of raising public
awareness of these problems. The book also describes therapeutic and preventive interventions that
could diminish them. It then presents the results of field studies in Brazil, Egypt and Russia
documenting the effectiveness of interventions to prevent school dropout in those three very
different countries. With its emphasis on practical guidance for the development of interventions to
prevent or treat child and adolescent mental health, The Mental Health of Children and Adolescents:
An area of global neglect provides much-needed information of direct interest to health professionals
and the many others involved in the provision of health care to children and adolescents in both the
developing and the developed countries.
  war against children: Nelson Textbook of Pediatrics, 2-Volume Set Robert M. Kliegman, MD,
Bonita F. Stanton, MD, Joseph St. Geme, MD, Nina F Schor, MD, PhD, 2015-04-22 After more than
75 years, Nelson Textbook of Pediatrics remains your indispensable source for definitive,
state-of-the-art answers on every aspect of pediatric care. Embracing the new advances in science as
well as the time-honored art of pediatric practice, this classic reference provides the essential
information that practitioners and other care providers involved in pediatric health care throughout
the world need to understand to effectively address the enormous range of biologic, psychologic, and
social problems that our children and youth may face. Brand-new chapters and comprehensive
revisions throughout ensure that you have the most recent information on diagnosis and treatment
of pediatric diseases based on the latest recommendations and methodologies. The coverage of such
a wide range of subjects relating to child health makes this textbook still the gold standard and
companion for all pediatricians across the world. Reviewed by Neel Kamal, Sept 2015 All in all, this
is an excellent and detailed paediatric review textbook which represents excellent value for
money..truly a textbook for the global community Reviewed by glycosmedia.com, Sept 2015 Form a
definitive diagnosis and create the best treatment plans possible using evidence-based medicine and
astute clinical experiences from leading international authors-many new to this edition. A NEW
two-volume layout provides superior portability and exceptional ease of use. Gain a more complete
perspective. Along with a broader emphasis on imaging and molecular diagnoses and updated
references, the new edition includes an increased focus on international issues to ensure relevance
in pediatrics practice throughout the world. Effectively apply the latest techniques and approaches
with complete updates throughout 35 new chapters, including: Innovations in Addressing Child
Health and Survival in Low Income Settings; Developmental Domains and Theories of Cognition; The
Reggio Emilia Educational Approach Catatonia ; Refeeding Syndrome; Altitude-associated Illness;



Genetic Approaches to Rare and Undiagnosed Diseases; Healthcare?Associated Infections;
Intrapartum and Peripartum Infections; Bath salts and other drugs of abuse; Small Fiber
Polyneuropathy; Microbiome; Kingella kingae; Mitochondrial Neurogastrointestinal
Encephalomyopathy; Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease; Plagiocephaly; CNS Vasculitis; Anterior
Cruciate Ligament Rupture; and Sports-Related Traumatic Brain Injury. Recognize, diagnose, and
manage genetic and acquired conditions more effectively. A new Rehabilitation section with 10 new
chapters, including: Evaluation of the Child for Rehabilitative Services; Severe Traumatic Brain
Injury; Spinal Cord Injury and Autonomic Crisis Management; Spasticity; Birth Brachial Plexus
Palsy; Traumatic and Sports-Related Injuries; Meningomyelocele; Health and Wellness for Children
with Disabilities. Manage the transition to adult healthcare for children with chronic diseases
through discussions of the overall health needs of patients with congenital heart defects, diabetes,
and cystic fibrosis. Understand the principles of therapy and which drugs and dosages to prescribe
for every disease. Expert Consult eBook version included with purchase. This enhanced eBook
experience allows you to search all of the text, figures, and references from the book on a variety of
devices.
  war against children: Assisting Young Children Caught in Disasters Judit Szente, 2017-10-24
This volume discusses 14 different types of disasters and their implications on the social, emotional
and academic development of young children, from birth through age eight. It focuses on
human-related crises and disasters such as community violence exposure; war and terrorism; life in
military families; child trafficking; parent migration; radiation disasters; HIV/AIDS; and poverty. The
environment-related disasters addressed in this book include hunger; hurricanes; earthquakes;
frostbites; wildfires; and tornadoes. The volume includes suggestions for interventions, such as using
picture books with young children in coping with natural disasters and human crises. In addition,
each chapter provides research-based strategies for early childhood and related professionals to be
used in the classroom. Many children in our world today experience some type of disasters and/or
crises. These crises or disasters can either be human- or environment-related and can interrupt
children’s daily lives. They often negatively impact children’s development, education, and safety.
Bringing together authors representing a variety of countries including Australia, Canada, China,
Finland, Haiti, Hungary, Kenya, USA, and Zimbabwe, this book provides truly global perspectives on
the various types of disasters and their implications for our work with young children.
  war against children: The Victimization of Children Janet Mullings, James Marquart, Deborah
Hartley, 2012-11-12 Explore current social developments, issues, and controversies concerning
young victims! The Victimization of Children: Emerging Issues keeps students and practitioners
working with young victims on the cutting edge of the latest research developments regarding
crimes against children. Leading experts from the legal, medical, and sociological communities
explore some of the most urgent issues involving child victims. Researchers and practitioners in
victim services, social work, mental health, public health, and criminal justice will all benefit from
this useful resource. While numerous books have been written on the topic of child abuse and
neglect, few delve into the more contemporary issues and problems. The Victimization of Children
fills a large void in the literature by offering advanced discussions of today’s most relevant topics,
making this book an in-depth supplement to generic textbooks. Forward-thinking and
thought-provoking, this timely resource provides sound research to expand your knowledge base.
This book provides insights into such contemporary issues as: the victimization of youths on the
Internet children as victims of war and terrorism spatial patterns of child maltreatmentthe
concentration of child maltreatment within certain geographical areas religion-related child abuse
the role of health care professionals in response to child victimization children with
disabilitiesabuse, neglect, and the child welfare system fetal homicideemerging statutory and
judicial regulation of third-party assaults legal and social issues surrounding closed-circuit television
testimony of child victims and witnesses juvenile courts and their role in addressing family violence
The Victimization of Children provides tables, figures, and the latest statistics of various aspects of
child victimization to complement the experts’ contributions. This book offers new and different



responses and interventions to meet the increasingly diverse contexts and situations within which
child maltreatment occurs. Emerging trends are explored within this book from a cross-section of
disciplines, including law, sociology, criminal justice, psychology, and health services.
  war against children: Children and Violence Bina D'Costa, 2016-10-04 Explores the
conceptualisation of childhood in South Asia and comments on the shift from welfare to the
protection of children's rights in the region.
  war against children: Children's Services in the Developing World Najat M'Jid, 2017-03-02
Children’s services in The Developing World brings together evidence relating to the health and
development of children in the global South. It is essential reading for students, scientists, policy
makers and practitioners in economically developing countries. The book deals with the effects of
catastrophe, disease, war and poverty on children's development. There is strong coverage of the
ways in which children cope with even the most inauspicious of circumstances. Evidence is provided
on the incidence of impairment to health and development. As well as establishing the risks to child
well-being in the economic South, the book shows how to intervene to address those risks. Examples
of good practice rigorously evaluated will be of interest to everyone seeking to improve the lives of
children, whether that be in economically developed or developing nations.
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