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Crusades to the Holy Land: A Journey Through History and Faith

Crusades to the holy land evoke images of knights in shining armor, epic battles, and a
deeply spiritual quest that shaped medieval history. These military expeditions, spanning
over two centuries, were launched primarily by European Christians to reclaim Jerusalem
and surrounding territories from Muslim rule. But the story of the Crusades is far more
complex and fascinating than just warfare—it intertwines religion, politics, culture, and the
shifting tides of power that influenced the medieval world and left a lasting legacy.

The Origins of the Crusades to the Holy Land

The Crusades to the Holy Land did not emerge out of nowhere. The backdrop was a
combination of religious fervor, political instability, and social dynamics in Europe and the
Near East during the 11th century. The Byzantine Empire, under threat from the Seljuk
Turks, appealed to Western Europe for military assistance. This call coincided with the
growing influence of the Catholic Church and the desire of European monarchs and knights
to unify Christendom around a common cause.

Pope Urban 1l and the Call to Arms

In 1095, Pope Urban Il delivered a passionate speech at the Council of Clermont, urging
Christians to take up the cross and liberate Jerusalem. His message resonated deeply,
promising spiritual rewards such as the remission of sins for those who joined the
expedition. This moment sparked the First Crusade, which marked the beginning of a series
of campaigns that would continue intermittently for nearly 200 years.

The Major Crusades to the Holy Land

Over the course of two centuries, several Crusades were launched with varying degrees of
success and impact. Each expedition had its unique goals, challenges, and outcomes,
reflecting the changing political and religious landscape.

The First Crusade (1096-1099)

The First Crusade stands out as the most successful in terms of achieving its primary
objective—capturing Jerusalem in 1099. Volunteers from across Europe, driven by faith and
the promise of land and wealth, journeyed thousands of miles to the Levant. Despite
hardships, famine, and fierce resistance from Muslim forces, the Crusaders eventually
established several crusader states, including the Kingdom of Jerusalem.



Subsequent Crusades and Shifting Fortunes

Following the First Crusade, several other expeditions aimed to reinforce, defend, or reclaim
lost territories:

- **The Second Crusade (1147-1149):** Prompted by the fall of the County of Edessa, this
crusade failed to achieve significant victories and highlighted divisions among Christian
leaders.

- **The Third Crusade (1189-1192):** Led by iconic figures such as Richard the Lionheart,
Philip 1l of France, and Frederick Barbarossa, this crusade attempted to retake Jerusalem
after Saladin, the Muslim leader, recaptured it in 1187. Though Jerusalem remained under
Muslim control, the crusaders secured important coastal cities.

- ¥**The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204):** Perhaps the most controversial, it never reached
the Holy Land. Instead, crusaders sacked Constantinople, a Christian city, causing a deep
rift between Eastern and Western Christianity.

- **Later Crusades:** Including the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Crusades, these expeditions
saw diminishing returns, with the crusader states gradually losing ground to Muslim forces.

Religious and Cultural Impact of the Crusades

While often framed as purely military campaigns, the crusades to the holy land had
profound religious and cultural consequences that extended beyond the battlefield.

The Clash and Exchange of Civilizations

The encounters between Christian and Muslim worlds during the Crusades facilitated not
only conflict but also exchange. European crusaders encountered advanced Islamic science,
medicine, architecture, and philosophy, which helped spark intellectual growth back in
Europe. Cities like Jerusalem, Acre, and Antioch became melting pots of diverse cultures,
languages, and traditions.

Religious Zeal and Justification

The concept of a "holy war" was solidified during the Crusades, with the Church framing
these conflicts as righteous battles for God's will. This religious zeal fueled recruitment and
justified acts of violence, but it also sowed seeds of intolerance, including hostility toward
Jews and Eastern Christians. Understanding this dynamic offers critical insight into how
religion can be intertwined with political power and conflict.

The Legacy of the Crusades to the Holy Land

The long-term effects of the Crusades are still felt in history, religion, and even modern



geopolitics.

Changes in Medieval Europe

The Crusades contributed to the decline of feudalism as many knights and nobles perished
or spent fortunes on expeditions. This, in turn, helped centralize power in emerging
monarchies and increased the influence of the Church. Trade between East and West
flourished, introducing new goods like spices, silk, and exotic foods to Europe.

Lasting Religious and Political Tensions

The deep-rooted animosities and rivalries stemming from the Crusades influenced relations
between Christian and Muslim societies for centuries. They also left a complicated legacy
for Jewish communities, many of whom faced persecution during the period. Today,
understanding this history helps contextualize some of the religious and cultural tensions in
the Middle East.

Exploring the Crusades: Tips for History
Enthusiasts

For those intrigued by the dramatic saga of the crusades to the holy land, there are plenty
of ways to deepen your understanding and appreciation:

- **Visit Historical Sites:** Jerusalem, Acre, and other crusader cities offer ruins and
museums that bring history to life.

- **Read Primary Sources:** Chronicles by participants like William of Tyre provide firsthand
perspectives.

- **Explore Scholarly Works:** Modern historians offer nuanced interpretations that
challenge traditional narratives.

- ¥*Watch Documentaries and Films:** Visual storytelling can make complex events more
accessible.

Engaging with various sources helps build a well-rounded view of this multifaceted chapter
in history.

The crusades to the holy land remain a compelling story of faith, ambition, and human
drama. They reveal how religious ideals can inspire profound acts of courage and sacrifice,
while also serving as a cautionary tale about the consequences of conflict fueled by
intolerance and power struggles. Whether viewed through the lens of history, religion, or
culture, their impact endures—inviting us to reflect on the complexities of our past and
their echoes in today’s world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the Crusades to the Holy Land?

The Crusades to the Holy Land were a series of religious and military campaigns initiated by
European Christians between the 11th and 13th centuries aimed at reclaiming Jerusalem
and other sacred sites from Muslim control.

When did the First Crusade to the Holy Land take
place?

The First Crusade took place from 1096 to 1099 and resulted in the capture of Jerusalem by
the Crusaders.

Who called for the First Crusade and why?

Pope Urban Il called for the First Crusade in 1095 during the Council of Clermont, urging
Christians to aid the Byzantine Empire and reclaim the Holy Land from Muslim rule.

What impact did the Crusades have on relations
between Christians and Muslims?

The Crusades intensified religious conflicts and hostilities between Christians and Muslims,
contributing to centuries of mistrust and cultural clashes.

How did the Crusades affect trade and cultural
exchange?

The Crusades opened up new trade routes and facilitated cultural exchanges between
Europe and the Middle East, introducing Europeans to new goods, knowledge, and ideas.

What were the main military orders involved in the
Crusades to the Holy Land?

The main military orders included the Knights Templar, the Knights Hospitaller, and the
Teutonic Knights, who played crucial roles in defending and administering Crusader states.

Why did the Crusades to the Holy Land eventually end?

The Crusades ended due to a combination of factors including military defeats, loss of
support in Europe, internal conflicts among Crusaders, and the rise of powerful Muslim
leaders like Saladin.

What is the legacy of the Crusades to the Holy Land



today?

The Crusades have left a complex legacy, influencing religious relations, historical
narratives, and cultural memory, while also shaping modern perceptions of the Middle East
and Christian-Muslim interactions.

Additional Resources

Crusades to the Holy Land: A Historical and Analytical Review

crusades to the holy land represent one of the most defining and complex series of
events in medieval history, spanning nearly two centuries from the late 11th to the late
13th century. These expeditions not only reshaped religious and political landscapes but
also left a profound legacy on intercultural relations between Europe and the Near East.
Understanding the multifaceted nature of these military campaigns requires a careful
examination of their origins, motivations, outcomes, and lasting impacts on both Western
Christendom and the Islamic world.

Origins and Motivations Behind the Crusades to
the Holy Land

The inception of the crusades to the holy land was deeply rooted in a combination of
religious fervor, political ambitions, and social dynamics prevalent in medieval Europe. The
First Crusade (1096-1099) was triggered by Pope Urban II's call at the Council of Clermont
in 1095, urging Western Christians to aid the Byzantine Empire against Seljuk Turk
advances and to reclaim Jerusalem—the sacred city revered in Christianity, Judaism, and
Islam.

This appeal tapped into a broader context of religious zeal, penitential warfare, and the
promise of spiritual rewards, including indulgences and absolution for sins. Concurrently,
the crusades offered European nobility opportunities for territorial expansion, wealth
acquisition, and increased prestige, factors that appealed to various social strata from
knights to commoners.

Religious Imperatives and Pilgrimage Protection

Central to the crusades was the notion of pilgrimage and safeguarding Christian access to
holy sites. Prior to the crusades, pilgrimages to Jerusalem were frequently disrupted by
conflicts and political instability under Muslim rule. The crusaders perceived themselves as
defenders of Christendom, tasked with securing safe passage and control of these revered
locations. This religious imperative was a powerful motivator and shaped the ideological
justification for the prolonged military engagement.



Political and Economic Incentives

Beyond spiritual motives, the crusades to the holy land also reflected the political ambitions
of European monarchs and nobles. The fragmented nature of medieval European politics
meant that crusading offered a temporary unifying cause. Additionally, participation in
crusades promised potential economic benefits through control of trade routes and access
to Eastern luxuries, which were highly prized in Europe.

Major Crusades to the Holy Land: Key Campaigns
and Outcomes

The crusades to the holy land encompass a series of expeditions, each with distinct
characteristics, successes, and failures. Among the most significant were the First, Second,
and Third Crusades, each illustrating evolving strategies and shifting geopolitical
circumstances.

The First Crusade (1096-1099)

The First Crusade stands out as the most successful campaign in terms of territorial
acquisition. It culminated in the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 and the establishment of
several Crusader states, including the Kingdom of Jerusalem, the County of Edessa, and the
Principality of Antioch. This initial victory was marked by intense combat, sieges, and
notable figures such as Godfrey of Bouillon and Raymond of Toulouse.

However, the success was tempered by the logistical difficulties of maintaining these
distant possessions amid hostile surroundings, which foreshadowed the challenges that
would plague subsequent crusades.

The Second Crusade (1147-1149)

Prompted by the fall of the County of Edessa in 1144, the Second Crusade was launched
with grand expectations but ultimately ended in failure. Led by European monarchs such as
King Louis VII of France and Emperor Conrad Ill of Germany, the campaign struggled with
poor coordination, supply issues, and strategic miscalculations. The inability to recapture
Edessa or make significant gains weakened Christian positions and emboldened Muslim
resistance.

The Third Crusade (1189-1192)

Perhaps the most famous crusade to the holy land, the Third Crusade was a direct response
to the capture of Jerusalem by Saladin, the Sultan of Egypt and Syria. Figures like Richard
the Lionheart of England, Philip Il of France, and Frederick Barbarossa of the Holy Roman



Empire led this campaign. Despite notable military successes, including the capture of Acre,
the crusade failed to retake Jerusalem, resulting instead in a negotiated settlement that
allowed Christian pilgrims access to the city.

Impact and Legacy of the Crusades to the Holy
Land

The crusades to the holy land had enduring implications on multiple fronts, ranging from
religious relations to military tactics and cultural exchanges.

Religious and Cultural Consequences

One of the most immediate outcomes was the deepening of the schism between Western
Christianity and Eastern Orthodoxy, exacerbated by the sack of Constantinople during the
Fourth Crusade (1202-1204). Additionally, the crusades intensified Christian-Muslim
antagonism, setting a precedent for centuries of conflict.

Conversely, these interactions also facilitated cross-cultural exchanges. Crusaders
encountered advanced Islamic science, medicine, and philosophy, which gradually
influenced European intellectual development during the Renaissance.

Military Innovations and Strategies

The prolonged nature of the crusades led to significant developments in medieval warfare.
The need for siege tactics, fortified castles, and supply chain management became
paramount. The military orders, such as the Knights Templar and the Hospitallers, emerged
as influential organizations blending monastic life with martial discipline, leaving a lasting
imprint on military and religious history.

Economic and Political Repercussions

The crusades to the holy land also stimulated economic activity by opening trade routes
between Europe and the Near East. Italian city-states like Venice and Genoa capitalized on
this by expanding their maritime commerce, which contributed to the gradual rise of a
more interconnected medieval economy.

Politically, the crusades shifted power dynamics both within Europe and in the Levant, often
destabilizing existing regimes and fostering new alliances and rivalries.



Analyzing the Pros and Cons of the Crusades to
the Holy Land

An objective review of the crusades acknowledges both their constructive and destructive
consequences.
e Pros:
o Facilitated cultural and technological exchanges between East and West.
o Spurred economic development and trade expansion in Mediterranean regions.

o Unified diverse European factions under a common cause, fostering a nascent
sense of pan-Christian identity.

o Advanced military tactics and the establishment of influential knightly orders.

e Cons:
o Led to widespread violence, loss of life, and deepened religious animosities.
o Resulted in significant political instability both in Europe and the Levant.

o Exacerbated the Christian-Muslim divide, impacting interfaith relations for
centuries.

o Caused economic strain on participants and contributed to social upheavals.

The Decline and End of the Crusading Era

By the late 13th century, the crusades to the holy land were largely in decline. The fall of
Acre in 1291 marked the loss of the last major Crusader stronghold, effectively ending
significant Christian military presence in the region. Several factors contributed to this
decline:

e Changing political priorities in Europe, including internal conflicts such as the Hundred
Years’ War.

e The rise of strong Muslim polities under leaders like the Mamluks, who effectively



repelled further incursions.

e Decreasing enthusiasm and financial support for crusading efforts among European
populations.

The legacy of the crusades persisted, however, influencing later military campaigns,
colonial ambitions, and religious discourse well into the modern era.

The crusades to the holy land remain a subject of considerable scholarly interest due to
their complex interplay of faith, power, and cultural exchange. Their narratives continue to
shape modern interpretations of medieval history and the ongoing dialogue between
Western and Middle Eastern civilizations.
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crusades to the holy land: The Crusades to the Holy Land Alan V. Murray, 2015-04-28 Based
on the latest scholarship by experts in the field, this work provides an accessible guide to the
Crusades fought for the liberation and defense of the Holy Land—one of the most enduring and
consequential conflicts of the medieval world. The Crusades to the Holy Land were one of the most
important religious and social movements to emerge over the course of the Middle Ages. The
warfare of the Crusades affected nearly all of Western Europe and involved members of social
groups from kings and knights down to serfs and paupers. The memory of this epic long-ago conflict
affects relations between the Western and Islamic worlds in the present day. The Crusades to the
Holy Land: The Essential Reference Guide provides almost 90 A-Z entries that detail the history of
the Crusades launched from Western Europe for the liberation or defense of the Holy Land, covering
the inception of the movement by Pope Urban II in 1095 up to the early 14th century. This concise
single-volume work provides accessible articles and perspective essays on the main Crusade
expeditions as well as the important crusaders, countries, places, and institutions involved. Each
entry is accompanied by references for further reading. Readers will follow the career of Saladin
from humble beginnings to becoming ruler of Syria and Egypt and reconquering almost all of the
Holy Land from its Christian rulers; learn about the main sites and characteristics of the castles that
were crucial to the Christian domination of the Holy Land; and understand the key aspects of
crusading, from motivation and recruitment to practicalities of finance and transport. The reference
guide also includes survey articles that provide readers with an overview of the original source
materials written in Latin, Arabic, Greek, Hebrew, Armenian, and Syriac.

crusades to the holy land: The Crusades Thomas Asbridge, 2010-03-30 The Crusades is an
authoritative, accessible single-volume history of the brutal struggle for the Holy Land in the Middle
Ages. Thomas Asbridge—a renowned historian who writes with “maximum vividness” (Joan Acocella,
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The New Yorker)—covers the years 1095 to 1291 in this big, ambitious, readable account of one of
the most fascinating periods in history. From Richard the Lionheart to the mighty Saladin, from the
emperors of Byzantium to the Knights Templar, Asbridge’s book is a magnificent epic of Holy War
between the Christian and Islamic worlds, full of adventure, intrigue, and sweeping grandeur.
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Penny J. Cole, 1991 Revision of the author's thesis (Ph. D.)--University of Toronto, 1985. Includes
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Western Europe and involved members of social groups from kings and knights down to serfs and
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text.--Dennis Drabelle, Washington Post Book World In this authoritative work, Jonathan Riley-Smith
provides the definitive account of the Crusades: an account of the theology of violence behind the
Crusades, the major Crusades, the experience of crusading, and the crusaders themselves. With a
wealth of fascinating detail, Riley-Smith brings to life these stirring expeditions to the Holy Land and
the politics and personalities behind them. This new edition includes revisions throughout as well as
a new Preface and Afterword in which Jonathan Riley-Smith surveys recent developments in the field
and examines responses to the Crusades in different periods, from the Romantics to the Islamic
world today. From reviews of the first edition: Everything is here: the crusades to the Holy Land,
and against the Albigensians, the Moors, the pagans in Eastern Europe, the Turks, and the enemies
of the popes. Riley-Smith writes a beautiful, lucid prose, . . . [and his book] is packed with facts and
action.--Choice A concise, clearly written synthesis . . . by one of the leading historians of the
crusading movement. --Robert S. Gottfried, Historian A lively and flowing narrative [with] an
enormous cast of characters that is not a mere catalog but a history. . . . A remarkable
achievement.--Thomas E. Morrissey, Church History Superb.--Reuven S. Avi-Yonah, Speculum A
first-rate one-volume survey of the Crusading movement from 1074 . . . to 1798.--Southwest Catholic
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comprehensive account of the eight religious wars between the Christian West and the Muslim East
that dominated the Middle Ages. Calling themselves pilgrims of Christ, thousands of Europeans from
all stations in life undertook the harsh and bloody quest to reclaim Jerusalem, the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, and Christ's tomb for Christendom. Robert Payne brings to life every step of the
Crusaders' thousand-mile journey: the deprivation; the desperate, rapacious, and brutal raids for
food and supplies; the epic battles for Antioch, Jerusalem, and Acre; the barbarous treatment of
captives; and the quarrelling European princes who vied for power and wealth in the Near East. An
epic tale of the glorious and the base, of unshakable faith and unspeakable atrocities, The Dream
and the Tomb captures not only the events but the very essence of the Crusades.

crusades to the holy land: The Crusades Thomas Asbridge, 2020-07-09 One of the world's
foremost authorities on the subject, Thomas Asbridge offers a vivid and penetrating history of the
crusades. Drawing upon painstaking original research and an intimate knowledge of the Near East,
he uncovers what drove Muslims and Christians alike to embrace the ideals of jihad and crusade,



revealing how these holy wars reshaped the medieval world and why they continue to echo in human
memory to this day.

crusades to the holy land: People of the First Crusade Michael Foss, 1997 In this work
Michael Foss casts new light on the reality of and motives behind the Crusades in general, and in
particular the First Crusade, which set the tone for all those that followed. As the eleventh century
came to an end, the Christian lands of Western Europe were in trouble. Afflicted by repeated
invasions from the north, by the collapse of internal order and safety, by the increasing laxity and
ignorance of the clergy, and by the unrestrained tyranny of the feudal lords, life in the West was, as
one philosopher described it, nasty, brutish, and short. To make matters worse, the Seljuk Turks,
recently converted to Islam, had overrun the Holy Land. Pope Urban II, searching for a way out of
the increasing anarchy and to rid himself of unruly, marauding knights, exhorted the faithful, at the
Council of Clermont in 1095, to free Jerusalem from the Infidels. The response was immediate and
enthusiastic. Proud knights, poor peasants, artisans armed with pikes and bows and arrows - and
often only sticks or clubs - set out on the great adventure, fighting or negotiating their way through
strange, exotic lands, until, four long years later, the ragged remnants of the once proud army stood
below the forbidding walls of Jerusalem. Michael Foss tells the stories of these men and women of
the First Crusade, often in their own words, bringing the time and events to life. Through these
eyewitness accounts the cliches of history vanish, the distinctions between hero and villain blur: the
Saracen is as base or noble, as brave or cruel, as the crusader. In that sense, the fateful clash
between Christianity and Islam teaches us a lesson for our own time. For the attitudes and
prejudices expressed on both sides in the First Crusade became the basic currency for all later
exchanges, down to our own day, between the two great monotheistic faiths of Mohammed and
Christ.

crusades to the holy land: The History of the Crusades, for the Recovery and Possession of the
Holy Land Charles Mills, 1821

crusades to the holy land: The Crusades, C.1071-c.1291 Jean Richard, 1999-09-16 A concise
history of the crusades - whose chief goal was the liberation and preservation of the 'holy places' of
the middle east - from the first calls to arms in the later twelfth century to the fall of the last
crusader strongholds in Syria and Palestine in 1291. This is the ideal introductory textbook for all
students of the crusades. Professor Richard considers the consequences of the crusades, such as the
establishment of the Latin east, and its organisation into a group of feudal states, as well as
crusading contacts with the Muslim world, eastern Christians, Byzantines, and Mongols. Also
considered are the organisation of expeditions, the financing of such expeditionary forces, and the
organisation of operations and supply. Jean Richard is one of the world's great crusader historians
and this work, the distillation of over forty years' research and contemplation, is the only one of its
kind in English.

crusades to the holy land: The History of the Crusades for the Recovery and Possession
of the Holy Land Charles Mills (Historian.), 1820

crusades to the holy land: The Crusades Abigail Archer, 2015-04-28 Looking into the past,
the Crusades seem incomprehensible. What combination of religious fervor, hatred of people of
different faiths, and gall led Europeans of 1100 A.D. to make their way thousands of miles to
conquer the Holy Land? Why did they continue for 200 years? How did the Crusades change the
world? The intriguing story is peppered with colorful characters. Over the centuries, this
well-researched and written book argues, crusaders saw - and participated in - the evolution of
warfare and the transformation of society from feudal fiefdoms to nations and empires. The story of
the Crusades is a reminder, too, of the horrors wrought in the name of religion. The Crusades are
seen by many Christians today as an exercise in fanaticism, an episode in which the teachings of
Christ were used to justify the horrors perpetrated on innocents. That judgment is accurate, but not
the whole story. The whole story is in these pages.

crusades to the holy land: The Crusaders Régine Pernoud, 2003
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crusades to the holy land: The History of the Crusades, for the Recovery and Possession
of the Holy Land Charles Mills, 1820

crusades to the holy land: The Story of the Crusades E. M. Wilmot-Buxton, 2022-06-02 E.
M. Wilmot-Buxton's 'The Story of the Crusades' is an engaging historical account that vividly
recaptures the fervor, dynamics, and saga of the medieval crusades. Crafted in a narrative style that
bridges the gap between scholarly detail and compelling storytelling, it contextualizes the
intersection of faith, conviction, and martial ardor that propelled Christian knights towards the Holy
Land. Wilmot-Buxton gives life to iconic figures such as Bohemond and Richard the Lionheart, while
intricately tracing the rise of Islamic power and the eventual waning of Christendom's crusading
spirit with the fall of Constantinople. The book embodies a literary style that balances a passion for
medieval virtues with an understanding of the complexity of historical events, making the chronicles
accessible without sacrificing depth. Ethel Mary Wilmot-Buxton, known for her contributions as a
prolific historian and writer, had a prodigious talent for rendering history into narrative form.
Informed by an era deeply fascinated by the romance and chivalry of knights, Wilmot-Buxton's
interest may have been sparked by the broader cultural revival of medievalism during her time. Her
work on 'The Story of the Crusades' reflects an earnest endeavor to distill historical episodes
through a lens that highlights the principles of faith and righteousness that she deemed significant.
With a comprehensive understanding of medieval history and a flair for storytelling, Wilmot-Buxton's
oeuvre contributes to a deeper public appreciation of the past. Replete with adventure, valor, and a
poignant glance back through the corridors of time, 'The Story of the Crusades' is well suited for
enthusiasts of medieval history and readers seeking insights into the religious and military tapestry
of the past. Wilmot-Buxton's work appeals to those who appreciate a confluence of academic rigor
and rich narrative; scholars and lay readers alike will find resonance with the text's exploration of
the human dimensions underlying the grand historical narrative of the crusades.

crusades to the holy land: The Story of the Crusades Ethel Mary Wilmot-Buxton, 2020-09-28
The two hundred years which cover, roughly speaking, the actual period of the Holy War, are
crammed with an interest that never grows dim. Gallant figures, noble knights, generous foes,
valiant women, eager children, follow one another through these centuries, and form a pageant the
colour and romance of which can never fade, for the circumstances were in themselves unique. The
two great religious forces of the worldNChristianity and Islam, the Cross and the CrescentNwere at
grips with one another, and for the first time the stately East, with its suggestion of mystery, was
face to face with the brilliant West, wherein the civilisation and organisation of Rome were at last
prevailing over the chaos of the Dark Ages. A very special kind of interest, moreover, belongs to the
story of the Crusades in that the motive of the wars was the desire to rescue from the hands of
unbelievers But we shall see, as we read the story, that this was only a part of the real motive power
which inspired and sustained the Holy War. Even if the land of Palestine and the Holy City,
Jerusalem, had never fallen into the hands of the Saracens, some such war was inevitable. The East
was knocking at the doors of the West with no uncertain sound. An extraordinary force had come
into existence during the four centuries that immediately preceded the First Crusade, which
threatened to dominate the whole of the Western world. It was a religious forceNalways stronger
and more effective than any other; and it was only repelled with the greatest difficulty by
Christendom, inspired, not so much by the motive of religion, as by that curious mixture of romance
and adventurous design which we call chivalry. Let us try, then, first of all, to get some idea of these
Men of the East, the Mohammedans or Saracens, who managed to keep Europe in a state of constant
turmoil for upwards of five centuries, and to do that we must go back to the latter years of the sixth
century after Christ. About fifty miles from the shores of the Red Sea stands the city of Mecca, one
of the few important towns to be found on the fringe of the great sandy desert of Arabia. During
hundreds of years Mecca had been the venerated bourne of pilgrims, for, embedded in the walls of
the sacred building known as the Kaaba, was the pure white stone, said to have fallen from heaven
on the day that Adam and Eve took their sorrowful way from the gates of Paradise.
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