
form i 134a instructions
Form I 134a Instructions: A Complete Guide to Understanding and Completing the
Affidavit of Support

form i 134a instructions are essential for individuals who are sponsoring visitors to the
United States and need to demonstrate financial support. Whether you're inviting a family
member, friend, or a potential visa applicant, understanding how to properly fill out and
submit Form I-134A can significantly impact the approval of a visa application. In this
guide, we'll walk you through the step-by-step process, clarify common questions, and
provide useful tips to ensure your affidavit of support is accepted without a hitch.

What Is Form I-134A and Why Is It Important?

Form I-134A, officially known as the Affidavit of Support, is a document used primarily by
U.S. citizens or lawful permanent residents who agree to financially support a non-citizen
visitor during their stay in the United States. This form serves as a guarantee to the U.S.
government that the visitor will not become a public charge or require government
assistance, which helps visa officers assess the visitor’s likelihood of returning to their
home country after the visit.

The Role of Form I-134A in the Visa Process

When a non-immigrant visa applicant applies for a tourist visa (B-2), or other short-term
visas, consular officers often request evidence of financial support. Form I-134A is the
document that sponsors use to provide this assurance. It shows that the sponsor has
sufficient income or assets to cover the visitor’s expenses, including travel,
accommodation, medical costs, and general living expenses during their stay. Properly
completed and submitted Form I-134A can improve the chances of visa approval by
addressing concerns about the visitor’s financial stability.

Step-by-Step Guide to Completing Form I-134A

Filling out Form I-134A might seem intimidating at first, but with clear instructions and
attention to detail, the process can be straightforward. Here’s a detailed walkthrough of
each section.

1. Accessing and Starting the Form

Form I-134A is available on the official U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
website. It's an electronic form, meaning you can complete and submit it online through



the USCIS portal. Before starting, gather all necessary documents, including proof of
income, tax returns, bank statements, and identification.

2. Sponsor’s Personal Information

In this section, provide your full name, date of birth, address, phone number, and
citizenship status. Accuracy here is critical because any discrepancies can cause delays.
Be sure to double-check your Social Security Number (SSN) or Alien Registration Number
(A-Number) if applicable.

3. Information About the Beneficiary

The beneficiary is the person you are sponsoring. Fill out their full name, date of birth,
nationality, and relationship to you (e.g., friend, sibling). Ensure this information matches
exactly with the beneficiary’s passport or travel documents.

4. Financial Information

This is the most crucial section of the form. You must detail your current employment
status, annual income, and any assets you possess. The goal is to prove you have enough
financial means to support the visitor. You may be asked to upload supporting evidence,
such as:

Recent pay stubs or employment verification letters

Federal income tax returns (Form 1040) from the prior year

Bank statements showing sufficient funds

Proof of property ownership or other valuable assets

5. Statement of Support and Signature

Here, you affirm your commitment to support the beneficiary financially. Read the
declaration carefully before signing electronically. Remember, signing the form is a legal
obligation, and failure to provide support may have consequences.



Common Mistakes to Avoid When Filling Out
Form I-134A

Despite the form’s straightforward layout, many sponsors make errors that can lead to
delays or denials. Paying attention to these common pitfalls can save time and frustration.

Incomplete or Incorrect Information: Double-check all names, dates, and
numbers for accuracy.

Lack of Supporting Documents: Attach all relevant financial proofs; missing
documents can cause rejection.

Insufficient Financial Evidence: USCIS expects sponsors to show adequate
income or assets; underestimating expenses may harm the application.

Forgetting to Sign: Ensure the form is signed electronically; unsigned forms will
not be accepted.

Not Updating Address or Contact Info: Keep your contact information current to
receive notifications.

How to Submit Form I-134A and What to Expect
Next

Once you have completed and reviewed the form, the next step is submission. Because
Form I-134A is submitted electronically, the process is streamlined compared to paper
forms.

Submission Process

- Log into your USCIS account or the official submission portal.
- Upload the completed form along with all supporting documents.
- Pay any applicable fees (though Form I-134A itself is usually free, some related services
might require fees).
- Submit the form and retain a copy of the confirmation receipt for your records.

After Submission

After submission, the form is reviewed by USCIS or the relevant consular office.
Processing times vary depending on the case and the volume of applications. The consular



officer reviewing the visa application will consider the affidavit of support as part of their
decision-making process.

Sponsors and beneficiaries may be contacted for additional information or clarification.
It’s important to respond promptly to any requests to avoid delays.

Tips for a Successful Form I-134A Affidavit of
Support

To enhance the credibility of your affidavit and support your visitor’s visa process,
consider these practical tips:

Be Honest and Transparent: Provide truthful financial information;
misrepresentation can lead to visa denial or legal complications.

Maintain Organized Records: Keep copies of all documents submitted and
correspondence received.

Understand the Financial Thresholds: Research the minimum income
requirements or asset values needed to support the visitor based on their planned
duration of stay.

Communicate with the Beneficiary: Ensure the visitor understands the affidavit’s
role and prepares their visa interview accordingly.

Consult an Immigration Expert if Needed: If the financial situation is complex or
if you’re unsure about any part of the form, seeking professional advice can be
beneficial.

Additional Considerations Regarding Form I-134A

While Form I-134A is primarily used for sponsorship in non-immigrant visa cases, it is
important to understand its limitations. This form does not establish a permanent
immigration status or guarantee visa approval. It simply demonstrates that the sponsor is
willing and able to provide financial support.

Furthermore, the form is typically valid for the duration of the visitor’s stay, but sponsors
should be prepared for potential follow-ups or requests for updated financial information if
the visitor’s plans change.



Difference Between Form I-134 and Form I-134A

It’s worth noting there is a distinction between Form I-134 (paper version) and Form
I-134A (electronic version). The I-134A is designed for easier, faster submission for certain
visa categories. Knowing which form applies to your situation saves time and prevents
confusion.

Understanding the Importance of Supporting
Documentation

USCIS and consular officers heavily rely on supporting documentation to validate the
claims made in Form I-134A. The strength and authenticity of your evidence will directly
influence the form’s effectiveness.

Some examples of strong supporting documents include:

Recent pay stubs covering at least three months

IRS transcripts or tax returns for the past two years

Bank statements that show stable balances

Letters of employment on official letterhead

Proof of ownership of real estate or other valuable property

Organizing these documents clearly and submitting them alongside the form demonstrates
your preparedness and commitment.

---

Navigating the process of completing form i 134a instructions can seem complex, but with
careful attention and preparation, it provides a valuable tool to support your loved ones’
travel plans. Taking the time to understand each section, avoid mistakes, and provide
thorough evidence will make the journey smoother for both sponsor and beneficiary alike.
Remember, the goal is to establish trust and credibility with immigration authorities,
ensuring the visitor's trip to the United States is a positive and successful experience.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is Form I-134A used for?
Form I-134A, online Affidavit of Support, is used to demonstrate that a visa applicant has
financial support during their stay in the United States, ensuring they will not become a
public charge.

Where can I find the official instructions for Form
I-134A?
The official instructions for Form I-134A can be found on the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) website under the Form I-134A page.

Who is required to fill out Form I-134A?
A U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident who agrees to financially sponsor a visa
applicant must fill out Form I-134A to provide proof of financial support.

How do I complete Form I-134A online?
To complete Form I-134A online, visit the USCIS website, create an account if needed, and
follow the step-by-step prompts to fill out and electronically submit the affidavit of
support.

What financial documents should be submitted with
Form I-134A?
Supporting documents such as recent pay stubs, tax returns, employment letters, and
bank statements should be submitted to prove the sponsor's financial ability.

Can Form I-134A be used for all types of visa
applications?
Form I-134A is primarily used for nonimmigrant visa applicants who require an affidavit of
support; it is not used for immigrant visa petitions which require a different form (I-864).

What happens if the sponsor’s income is insufficient on
Form I-134A?
If the sponsor’s income does not meet the required threshold, the visa applicant may be
denied or the sponsor may need a joint sponsor or additional evidence of financial support.

Additional Resources
Form I 134A Instructions: A Detailed Guide for Affidavit of Support Submission

form i 134a instructions are essential for individuals seeking to provide an affidavit of



support in certain U.S. immigration processes, particularly for nonimmigrant visa
applicants. Understanding how to properly complete and submit this form is crucial for
sponsors who intend to demonstrate financial responsibility and ensure that the visa
beneficiary will not become a public charge while in the United States. This article offers a
comprehensive analysis of form I-134A, its purpose, and detailed instructions on how to
navigate its requirements effectively.

Understanding Form I-134A and Its Significance

Form I-134A, Affidavit of Support, is a digital form used primarily by individuals who wish
to sponsor a foreign national applying for a nonimmigrant visa to the U.S. Unlike the more
rigorous Form I-864, which is used for immigrant visa sponsorship and green card
applications, Form I-134A serves as a voluntary declaration of financial support for
nonimmigrant visa applicants. It assures the consular officer that the visa applicant has
financial backing during their stay in the United States.

The form is typically utilized in cases such as tourist visas (B-2), student visas (F-1), and
certain exchange visitor visas (J-1), where the applicant may need to provide evidence of
financial support to satisfy U.S. consular requirements. Proper completion and submission
of form I-134A can significantly influence the outcome of the visa application process.

Who Should File Form I-134A?

The sponsor, often a family member, friend, or employer residing in the United States, is
responsible for completing form I-134A. The sponsor must be a U.S. citizen or lawful
permanent resident and capable of demonstrating adequate financial means to support the
visa applicant during their visit. It is important to note that the form is not mandatory for
all visa types, but submitting it can strengthen the applicant’s case by providing additional
assurance to the consular officer.

Step-by-Step Instructions for Completing Form
I-134A

Navigating form I-134A requires attention to detail, as errors or omissions can delay the
visa process or lead to denial. Below is a breakdown of the key sections and instructions
for accurately filling out the form:

1. Accessing and Starting the Form

Form I-134A is available electronically on the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) website or through the Department of State’s online platforms. Sponsors should
ensure they are using the latest version of the form, as outdated forms may not be



accepted. The form must be filled out online and submitted electronically, as paper
submissions are generally not accepted.

2. Providing Sponsor’s Personal Information

Sponsors must enter their full legal name, date of birth, U.S. citizenship or permanent
residency status, and contact information. Accurate data entry is crucial here, as
discrepancies can trigger requests for additional evidence or cause processing delays. It is
also necessary to provide the sponsor’s residential address and employment details to
establish credibility and financial stability.

3. Detailing the Beneficiary’s Information

The visa applicant’s full name, date of birth, country of birth, and relationship to the
sponsor must be clearly specified. This information helps consular officers verify identities
and understand the nature of the relationship, which can impact the evaluation of the
sponsorship.

4. Demonstrating Financial Ability

One of the most critical parts of form I-134A is the section on financial support. Sponsors
must provide honest and verifiable information about their income, assets, and
employment status. This may include:

Annual income figures, preferably supported by recent tax returns or pay stubs

Bank statements showing available funds

Details of any real estate or other significant assets

The form may require the sponsor to assert that they have sufficient resources to
financially support the visa applicant, preventing them from relying on public assistance in
the U.S.

5. Attesting to the Affidavit of Support

Sponsors must carefully read the declaration statement at the end of the form and
electronically sign it to certify the truthfulness and accuracy of the information provided.
Submitting false information can have serious legal consequences, including potential
immigration fraud charges.



Important Considerations When Submitting Form
I-134A

Digital Submission and Verification

Unlike traditional paper forms, form I-134A is submitted electronically, and the sponsor
must create a USCIS online account or use designated platforms for submission. The
digital submission process includes built-in checks that prevent incomplete forms from
being submitted, reducing errors but requiring sponsors to be meticulous when entering
data.

Supporting Documentation

Although form I-134A is primarily a declaration form, sponsors should be prepared to
provide supporting documentation if requested by the consular officer. This may include:

Recent tax returns (Form 1040)

Pay stubs or employment verification letters

Bank statements or proof of assets

Proof of U.S. citizenship or permanent residency

Providing thorough financial evidence alongside the affidavit can strengthen the visa
application and reduce the likelihood of additional requests for evidence.

Timelines and Validity

Form I-134A must be submitted within a reasonable timeframe before the visa interview.
While the affidavit does not have a strict expiration date, consular officers expect financial
information to be current and accurate. Outdated financial data may necessitate
resubmission or cause delays.

Comparing Form I-134A to Other Affidavits of
Support

It is helpful to contrast form I-134A with other affidavit forms like I-864 to understand its



specific role in the immigration system. Form I-864, Affidavit of Support Under Section
213A of the INA, is mandatory for immigrant visa applicants and involves a legally binding
commitment to support the beneficiary permanently. This form requires sponsors to meet
stringent income thresholds and is enforceable by law.

In contrast, form I-134A is less formal and generally non-binding, used mainly for
nonimmigrant visas to assure temporary financial support. It tends to have more flexible
requirements but still demands thorough documentation to satisfy consular scrutiny.

Potential Challenges and Common Mistakes

Sponsors must be aware of common pitfalls that can affect the success of form I-134A
submissions:

Incomplete or inaccurate information: Omissions or errors can lead to delays or
rejection.

Insufficient financial evidence: Vague or unsupported claims about income or
assets may raise doubts.

Lack of a clear sponsor-beneficiary relationship: Consular officers scrutinize the
connection between parties.

Failure to submit electronically: Paper submissions are not accepted, so
misunderstanding submission guidelines can cause problems.

Sponsors should double-check all entries and gather comprehensive documentation before
submitting to mitigate these issues.

Best Practices for Sponsors Using Form I-134A

To optimize the chances of a successful affidavit of support submission, sponsors should:

Obtain the most current version of form I-134A from official government sources.1.

Maintain organized records of financial documents and identification proofs.2.

Complete the online form carefully and review all entered data before submission.3.

Communicate with the visa applicant about the process and any additional4.
paperwork required.

Consult immigration professionals or legal experts if uncertain about any part of the5.



form or its implications.

Adhering to these best practices ensures a smoother sponsorship process and reduces the
risk of application delays.

Form I-134A plays a vital role in supporting nonimmigrant visa applicants by providing a
formal declaration of financial backing. While the process may appear straightforward,
attention to detail and a clear understanding of the form’s requirements are indispensable.
Navigating the instructions carefully and providing transparent, verifiable financial
information can help sponsors contribute effectively to the visa applicant’s successful
entry into the United States.
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