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Publication of The Great Gatsby: Unveiling the Story Behind a Literary Classic

publication of the great gatsby marks one of the most significant moments in 20th-
century American literature. F. Scott Fitzgerald’s masterpiece, The Great Gatsby, first hit
the shelves in 1925, yet its journey from manuscript to iconic novel was anything but
straightforward. The story behind its publication is as rich and layered as the novel itself,
shedding light on the cultural backdrop of the Roaring Twenties and Fitzgerald's own
struggles as an author. If you've ever wondered how this timeless tale about wealth, love,
and the American Dream came to be known worldwide, diving into the history of its
publication offers fascinating insights.

The Context Leading to the Publication of The
Great Gatsbhy

Before The Great Gatsby was published, Fitzgerald was already an established writer,
known for capturing the spirit of the Jazz Age. However, the novel’s publication came at a
time when Fitzgerald was grappling with personal and professional challenges. The early
1920s were a period of intense creativity, but also of financial instability for him and his
wife, Zelda Fitzgerald.

The Jazz Age and Literary Climate of the 1920s

The 1920s, often referred to as the Jazz Age, was a time of dramatic social change in
America. Post-World War | optimism fueled extravagance, jazz music, and a loosening of
traditional social conventions. Fitzgerald’s work perfectly encapsulated this era’s
exuberance and excess, making the novel’s themes highly relevant to contemporary
audiences. However, despite this alignment, the literary market was competitive, and not
every publication was guaranteed success.

Fitzgerald’s Motivation to Write The Great Gatsby

Fitzgerald’'s motivation for writing The Great Gatsby stemmed from his desire to critique the
American Dream. He wanted to explore the illusion that success and happiness could be
bought with money, a theme that resonated deeply with the social dynamics of his time.
The novel reflects Fitzgerald’s own experiences with wealth and the upper class, as well as
his complex relationship with Zelda and their lifestyle.



The Journey of The Great Gatsby to Publication

The path from Fitzgerald’s initial draft to the final published book involved several revisions,
negotiations with publishers, and marketing considerations. Understanding the publication
process reveals how the novel was shaped not only by Fitzgerald’s vision but also by the
literary marketplace of the 1920s.

Writing and Revising the Manuscript

Fitzgerald began writing The Great Gatsby in 1923, inspired by a trip to Long Island’s North
Shore, where he observed the lavish lifestyles of the wealthy elite. Early drafts underwent
significant changes, with Fitzgerald refining characters and plot to better express his
themes. This revision process was crucial, as it helped create the novel’s tightly woven
narrative and memorable symbolism.

Securing a Publisher

After completing the manuscript, Fitzgerald faced the challenge of finding the right
publisher. Charles Scribner’s Sons, a prestigious publishing house, agreed to publish the
novel, but not without some negotiation. The publisher was concerned about the novel’s
commercial appeal, particularly because Fitzgerald’s previous works had mixed success.
Despite these concerns, Scribner’s took a chance on The Great Gatsby, recognizing its
literary merit.

Cover Design and Marketing Strategies

The book’s original dust jacket, designed by artist Francis Cugat, became one of the most
iconic covers in literary history. Its haunting, abstract illustration captured the novel’s
themes of longing and illusion, helping to attract readers. However, initial marketing efforts
were modest, and the novel did not immediately become a bestseller. Fitzgerald’s publisher
struggled to promote the book effectively amidst the crowded market of 1925.

The Initial Reception and Legacy of the
Publication

The publication of The Great Gatsby did not instantly catapult the novel to fame. Instead, it
experienced lukewarm sales and mixed critical reviews upon release. Over time, however,
its reputation grew, and today it is considered a masterpiece of American literature.



Critical and Public Reception in 1925

When The Great Gatsby was first published, critics appreciated Fitzgerald’s lyrical prose but
were divided over the novel’s moral ambiguity and themes. The public response was
similarly muted, with many readers overlooking the book amid the decade’s many
distractions. Sales figures were disappointing, and Fitzgerald himself was frustrated that
the novel did not achieve immediate success.

The Great Gatsby’s Rise to Classic Status

It wasn’t until after Fitzgerald’s death in 1940 that The Great Gatsby gained widespread
recognition. The novel was adopted in academic curricula and praised for its incisive
commentary on American society. Its themes proved timeless, allowing it to resonate with
new generations of readers. Today, The Great Gatsby is frequently cited as one of the
greatest American novels, its publication marking a turning point in literary history.

LS| Keywords and Related Topics Around the
Publication of The Great Gatsby

When discussing the publication of The Great Gatsby, several related terms and concepts
naturally arise. These include “F. Scott Fitzgerald biography,” “1920s American literature,”
“Jazz Age novels,” “American Dream critique,” and “literary history of the 1920s.” Exploring
these topics helps give a fuller picture of the environment in which Fitzgerald’s work was
published and why it holds such enduring significance.

Understanding the Cultural Impact Through Related
Keywords

- ¥*¥F, Scott Fitzgerald biography:** Knowing about Fitzgerald’s life helps readers appreciate
the personal influences behind the novel’'s themes.

- ¥1920s American literature:** The decade saw a blossoming of literary experimentation,
with The Great Gatsby standing out as a defining work.

- *¥Jazz Age novels:** Fitzgerald’s novel is often grouped with contemporaries that explore
the exuberance and disillusionment of the era.

- **American Dream critique:** Central to the novel’s message, this theme addresses the
complexities and contradictions of American society.

- **Literary history of the 1920s:** The publication fits within a broader narrative of post-
war cultural shifts and new literary voices.



Tips for Readers and Scholars Interested in the
Publication of The Great Gatsbhy

For those intrigued by the novel’s publication story, there are several ways to deepen your
understanding and appreciation:

* Read Fitzgerald’s letters and diaries: These provide firsthand insights into his
writing process and frustrations with the publishing industry.

e Explore contemporary reviews: Comparing initial critical reception with modern
perspectives highlights how opinions evolved.

e Study the original manuscript and edits: Some editions include notes on
revisions, showing how the novel took shape.

e Investigate the 1920s publishing landscape: Understanding the market
conditions can explain challenges Fitzgerald faced.

e Watch adaptations and listen to expert talks: These often discuss the historical
context of the novel’s release and its legacy.

These approaches enrich the reading experience and offer a better grasp of why the
publication of The Great Gatsby remains a landmark event in literary history.

The story of The Great Gatsby’s publication is a testament to the complex interplay
between authorial vision, cultural context, and the business of literature. Though its initial
release was met with modest success, the novel’s enduring power has only grown, securing

its place as a pillar of American storytelling and a window into the hopes and
disillusionments of an era.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was The Great Gatsby first published?
The Great Gatsby was first published on April 10, 1925.

Who is the author of The Great Gatsby?

The Great Gatsby was written by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Which publishing house originally published The Great



Gatshy?

The Great Gatsby was originally published by Charles Scribner's Sons.

How was The Great Gatsby received upon its initial
publication?

Upon its initial publication, The Great Gatsby received mixed reviews and sold only
modestly well.

What influenced F. Scott Fitzgerald to write The Great
Gatshy?

F. Scott Fitzgerald was influenced by the Jazz Age, his own experiences, and the American
Dream's complexities when writing The Great Gatsby.

Did The Great Gatsby gain popularity immediately after
publication?

No, The Great Gatsby did not gain significant popularity until after Fitzgerald's death and
especially after World War II.

Was The Great Gatsby published in any special editions
during its early years?

Yes, there were several printings with different dust jackets, but no major special editions
until decades later.

How has the publication history of The Great Gatsby
affected its status as a classic?

The initially modest success and later rediscovery helped cement The Great Gatsby as a
guintessential American classic, studied widely in literature.

Are there any notable changes between the original
1925 publication and later editions of The Great
Gatshy?

Most editions have remained faithful to the original text, though some later editions include
additional notes, introductions, or critical essays.

Additional Resources

Publication of The Great Gatsby: A Closer Look at Fitzgerald’s Timeless Classic



publication of the great gatsby marks one of the most significant events in 20th-
century American literature. F. Scott Fitzgerald’'s masterpiece, first published in 1925, has
become a cornerstone of modern literary studies and an enduring symbol of the Jazz Age.
The journey to its publication, the context in which it was released, and its subsequent
reception offer rich insights into the cultural and historical landscape of the Roaring
Twenties as well as the evolution of American narrative fiction.

The Historical Context Surrounding the
Publication of The Great Gatsbhy

The 1920s, often referred to as the Jazz Age, was a period of economic prosperity, cultural
flourishing, and social upheaval in the United States. Fitzgerald’'s novel captured the spirit
and contradictions of this era—marked by excess, ambition, and disillusionment. The
publication of The Great Gatsby in April 1925 came at a time when American society was
grappling with the aftermath of World War I, Prohibition laws, and a rapidly changing social
order.

Fitzgerald’s depiction of wealth, class stratification, and the American Dream was
particularly resonant given the era’s widespread fascination with material success and
glamour. The novel’s themes reflected contemporary anxieties about identity, morality, and
the pursuit of happiness, making its publication a culturally relevant event that mirrored
widespread societal tensions.

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Path to Publication

Fitzgerald wrote The Great Gatsby during a period of personal and professional uncertainty.
His previous novels had met with mixed success, and the pressure to produce a
commercially viable book was significant. Despite these challenges, Fitzgerald crafted a
tightly woven narrative that explored complex characters and social dynamics with both
lyrical prose and incisive social commentary.

The manuscript was submitted to Scribner’s, the publishing house that had previously
published his works. Max Perkins, a legendary editor known for nurturing literary talents
such as Ernest Hemingway and Thomas Wolfe, played a crucial role in shaping the final
version of the novel. Perkins’ editorial guidance helped refine Fitzgerald’s prose and
narrative structure, ensuring that The Great Gatsby was both artistically ambitious and
accessible to readers.

Reception and Impact Following the Publication

Upon its release, The Great Gatsby received a lukewarm critical and commercial response.
Early reviews were mixed, with some critics praising Fitzgerald’s style and thematic depth
while others dismissed the novel as superficial or overly stylized. Sales were modest, and
the book did not immediately achieve the widespread acclaim it enjoys today.



Several factors contributed to this initial reception:

e The novel’s subtle critique of the American Dream contrasted with the prevailing
cultural optimism of the 1920s.

e The story’s focus on moral ambiguity and failed aspirations diverged from the more
straightforward narratives popular at the time.

e Competition with other prominent literary works and popular genres may have
overshadowed Fitzgerald’s novel.

Nevertheless, the publication of The Great Gatsby planted seeds that would grow in
influence over subsequent decades. As American society evolved through the Great
Depression, World War II, and beyond, the novel’s exploration of disillusionment and
identity found new relevance. It gradually became a staple in academic curricula and
literary criticism.

Literary Features That Define The Great Gatsby

The publication of The Great Gatsby introduced readers to a novel rich in symbolism,
narrative innovation, and cultural critique. Some defining literary features include:

1. Symbolism: The green light at the end of Daisy’s dock stands as a multi-layered
metaphor for hope, dreams, and the elusive nature of the American Dream.

2. Narrative Perspective: The story’s first-person narration by Nick Carraway provides
both intimacy and critical distance, shaping readers’ understanding of Gatsby and the
social milieu.

3. Stylistic Elegance: Fitzgerald's prose combines poetic imagery with incisive social
observation, establishing a tone that is both nostalgic and critical.

These elements contributed to the novel’s enduring appeal and have been widely analyzed
in literary scholarship, further enhancing its status as a classic.

The Legacy of The Great Gatsby’s Publication

The publication of The Great Gatsby not only introduced a key work of American literature
but also set a precedent for future writers exploring themes of identity, class, and the
American experience. Its influence extends beyond literature into film, theater, and popular
culture, with numerous adaptations and reinterpretations reflecting its multifaceted nature.

Moreover, the novel’s publication history offers valuable lessons about the unpredictable



nature of literary success. Initial commercial difficulties did not impede The Great Gatsby
from becoming a defining text for generations of readers and critics. The book’s resurgence
in mid-20th-century academia and popular culture underscores the importance of historical
context and evolving tastes in literary reception.

Comparative Perspectives: The Great Gatsby and
Contemporary Literature

When compared to other novels of the 1920s, such as Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also
Rises (1926) or Sinclair Lewis’s Main Street (1920), The Great Gatsby’s publication
highlights distinct narrative and thematic approaches:

e Focus on the American Dream: While Lewis critiqued small-town America and
Hemingway portrayed expatriates’ disillusionment, Fitzgerald’s novel uniquely
dissected wealth and ambition within the upper echelons of society.

e Stylistic Contrast: Fitzgerald’s lyrical and ornate prose contrasted with
Hemingway'’s terse, minimalist style, offering readers a diverse literary landscape.

* Legacy and Recognition: The Great Gatsby’s post-publication trajectory differed
markedly, ultimately achieving canonical status despite early challenges, whereas
contemporaries had varied levels of enduring acclaim.

These comparisons illuminate the distinctive qualities that the publication of The Great
Gatsby brought to American literature and emphasize its role in shaping modern narrative
forms.

The publication of The Great Gatsby remains a pivotal moment in literary history. It
encapsulates the complexities of its time while offering timeless insights into human
aspiration and societal dynamics. Its journey from a modestly received novel to an iconic
classic illustrates the evolving nature of literary value and cultural resonance.

Publication Of The Great Gatsby
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Fitzgerald’s beloved classic, now available in a stunningly designed collector’s edition. The Great
Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s third book, stands as the supreme achievement of his career and is a
true classic of twentieth-century literature. The story of the mysteriously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his
love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s. First
published in 1925, this quintessential novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by generations of
readers and now, lifelong Gatsby fans and new readers alike will be enchanted by this special
edition, expanding the audience for this great American novel.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2021-01-05
Fitzgerald’s masterpiece—the quintessential Jazz Age novel—now in a hardcover Everyman’s Library
Contemporary Classics edition One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years
For generations of enthralled readers, F. Scott Fitzgerald's mysterious millionaire, Jay Gatsby, has
come to embody all the glamour and decadence of the Roaring Twenties. Gatsby emerges as if from
nowhere, evading questions about his past and throwing dazzling parties sparkling with champagne
and jazz at his luxurious Long Island mansion. Nick Carraway, a young man who has moved in next
door, is fascinated by his oddly detached neighbor, and by his discovery that Gatsby is motivated by
a single-minded quest to regain his long-lost love, Daisy Buchanan. Nick finds something both
appalling and appealing about the intensity of Gatsby's ambition to reinvent himself. But Daisy and
her wealthy husband are cynical and careless people, and as Gatsby's dream collides with reality,
Nick is witness to the violence and tragedy that result. The Great Gatsby's remarkable staying
power, nearly a century after its publication, is owed both to the lyrical freshness of its storytelling
and to the way that it illuminates the hollow core of the glittering American dream. Everyman's
Library pursues the highest production standards, printing on acid-free cream-colored paper, with
full-cloth cases with two-color foil stamping, decorative endpapers, silk ribbon markers,
European-style half-round spines, and a full-color illustrated jacket.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2018-06-07

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby Francis Scott Fitzgerald, 1993 A young
man newly rich tries to recapture the past and win back his former love, despite the fact that she has
married

publication of the great gatsby: F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald,
2022-12-15 Since its publication in 1925, The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald's account of the
American dream gone awry, has established itself as one of the most popular and widely read novels
in the English language. Until now, however, no edition has printed the novel exactly as Fitzgerald
intended. The first edition was marred by errors resulting from Fitzgerald's extensive rewriting in
proof and the conditions under which the book was produced; moreover, the subsequent
transmission of the text introduced proliferating departures from the author's words. This critical
edition draws on the manuscript and surviving proofs of the novel, together with Fitzgerald's
subsequent revisions to key passages, to provide the first authoritative text of The Great Gatsby.
This volume also includes a detailed account of the genesis, composition, and publication of the
novel; a full textual apparatus; crucial early draft material; helpful glosses on the peculiar geography
and chronology of the book; and explanatory notes on topical allusions and historical references that
contemporary readers might otherwise miss. Fitzgerald's masterpiece is thus brought closer to a
cross-section of readers, more accessibly and more authentically than ever before. Matthew J.
Bruccoli has published widely. He is the author of Some Sort of Epic Grandeur: The Life of F. Scott
Fitzgerald (1980) and editor of New Essays on The Great Gatsby (CUP, 1985).

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby: A Novel F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2021-01-05 A
beautifully illustrated version of the original 1925 edition of F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic Great
American novel. Widely considered to be the greatest American novel of all time, The Great Gatsby
is the story of the wealthy, quixotic Jay Gatsby and his obsessive love for debutante Daisy Buchanan.
It is also a cautionary tale of the American Dream in all its exuberance, decadence, hedonism, and
passion. First published in 1925 by Charles Scribner's Sons, The Great Gatsby sold modestly and
received mixed reviews from literary critics of the time. Upon his death in 1940, Fitzgerald believed




the book to be a failure, but a year later, as the U.S. was in the grips of the Second World War, an
initiative known as Council on Books in Wartime was created to distribute paperbacks to soldiers
abroad. The Great Gatsby became one of the most popular books provided to regiments, with more
than 100,000 copies shipped to soldiers overseas. By 1960, the book was selling apace and being
incorporated into classrooms across the nation. Today, it has sold over 25 million copies worldwide
in 42 languages. This exquisitely rendered edition of the original 1925 printing reintroduces readers
to Fitzgerald's iconic portrait of the Jazz Age, complete with specially commissioned illustrations by
Adam Simpson that reflect the gilded splendor of the Roaring Twenties.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. FITZGERALD, 2021-01-30 THE GREAT
GATSBY BY F. SCOTT FITZGERALD Key features of this book: * Unabridged with 100% of it's
original content * Available in multiple formats: eBook, original paperback, large print paperback
and hardcover * Easy-to-read 12 pt. font size * Proper paragraph formatting with Indented first lines,
1.25 Line Spacing and Justified Paragraphs * Properly formatted for aesthetics and ease of reading.
* Custom Table of Contents and Design elements for each chapter * The Copyright page has been
placed at the end of the book, as to not impede the content and flow of the book. Original
publication: 1925 The Great Gatsby - The story of the mysteriously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love
for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, This book is F. Scott Fitzgerald's third book and stands as the
supreme achievement of his career. First published in 1925, this classic novel of the Jazz Age has
been acclaimed by generations of readers which depicts the life of lavish parties on Long Island is an
exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s. This book is great for schools, teachers and students
or for the casual reader, and makes a wonderful addition to any classic literary library At Pure Snow
Publishing we have taken the time and care into formatting this book to make it the best possible
reading experience. We specialize in publishing classic books and have been publishing books since
2014. We now have over 500 book listings available for purchase. Enjoy!

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby: The Authentic Edition from Fitzgerald's
Original Publisher F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2013-05-10 The authentic edition from Fitzgerald’s original
publisher. The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s third book, stands as the supreme achievement of
his career. This exemplary novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by generations of readers. The
story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, of lavish
parties on Long Island at a time when The New York Times noted “gin was the national drink and
sex the national obsession,” it is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s. The Great
Gatsby is one of the great classics of twentieth-century literature.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2016-10-20 Invited to
an extravagantly lavish party in a Long Island mansion, Nick Carraway, a young bachelor who has
just settled in the neighbouring cottage, is intrigued by the mysterious host, Jay Gatsby, a
flamboyant but reserved self-made man with murky business interests and a shadowy past. As the
two men strike up an unlikely friendship, details of Gatsby's impossible love for a married woman
emerge, until events spiral into tragedy. Regarded as Fitzgerald's masterpiece and one of the
greatest novels of American literature, The Great Gatsby is a vivid chronicle of the excesses and
decadence of the “Jazz Age”, as well as a timeless cautionary critique of the American dream.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2021-09-15 This edition
of The Great Gatsby is based on the novel's first publication in 1925 and includes over 700 footnotes
to help readers understand the narrative and its context in the Roaring Twenties and the American
Jazz Age.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2022-08-30 LARGE
PRINT EDITION.Following his service in the First World War, a young Yale graduate moves to New
York City for work. Living on Long Island, Nick Carraway meets a magnanimous millionaire named
Jay Gatsby, who attempts to attract him to his hedonistic lifestyle. The Great Gatsby is the story of a
lost generation, a novel fortune and failure by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

publication of the great gatsby: The GREAT GATSBY by F. Scott Fitzgerald F. Scott
Fitzgerald, 2021-06-08 ONCE AGAIN TO ZELDA The Great Gatsby is a 1925 novel by American




writer F. Scott Fitzgerald. Set in the Jazz Age on Long Island, the novel depicts narrator Nick
Carraway's interactions with mysterious millionaire Jay Gatsby and Gatsby's obsession to reunite
with his former lover, Daisy Buchanan. A youthful romance Fitzgerald had with socialite Ginevra
King and the riotous parties he attended on Long Island's North Shore in 1922 inspired the novel.
Following a move to the French Riviera, he completed a rough draft in 1924. He submitted the draft
to editor Maxwell Perkins, who persuaded Fitzgerald to revise the work over the following winter.
After his revisions, Fitzgerald was satisfied with the text, but remained ambivalent about the book's
title and considered several alternatives. The final title he desired was Under the Red, White, and
Blue. Painter Francis Cugat's final cover design impressed Fitzgerald who incorporated a visual
element from the art into the novel. After its publication by Scribner's in April 1925, The Great
Gatsby received generally favorable reviews, although some literary critics believed it did not equal
Fitzgerald's previous efforts and signaled the end of the author's literary achievements. Gatsby was
a commercial failure that sold fewer than 20,000 copies by October, and Fitzgerald's hopes of a
monetary windfall from the novel were unrealized. When the author died in 1940, he believed
himself to be a failure and his work forgotten. After his death, the novel faced a critical and scholarly
re-examination amid World War II, and it soon became a core part of most American high school
curricula and a focus of American popular culture. Numerous stage and film adaptations followed in
the subsequent decades. Gatsby continues to attract popular and scholarly attention. The novel was
most recently adapted to film in 2013 by director Baz Luhrmann, while contemporary scholars
emphasize the novel's treatment of social class, inherited wealth compared to those who are
self-made, race, environmentalism, and its cynical attitude towards the American dream. As with
other works by Fitzgerald, criticisms include allegations of antisemitism. The Great Gatsby is widely
considered to be a literary masterwork and a contender for the title of the Great American Novel.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby Francis Scott Fitzgerald, 1994 In this novel
Jay Gatsby's destructive passion for Daisy Buchanan is played out against the background of Long
Island high society. Viewed through the eyes of an outsider, Gatsby's life is the story of a generation
- glitz and glamour turning sour, and the high life turning to ashes.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby [16pt Large Print Edition] F. Scott
Fitzgerald, 2022-04-15 The Great Gatsby, third novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald, published in 1925 by
Charles Scribner's Sons. Set in Jazz Age New York, the novel tells the tragic story of Jay Gatsby, a
self-made millionaire, and his pursuit of Daisy Buchanan, a wealthy young woman whom he loved in
his youth.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2023-02-20 A deluxe
trade paperback edition of The Great Gatsby, a true classic of 20th-century literature and one of
America's best-loved and iconic novels. This edition of The Great Gatsby has been updated by F.
Scott Fitzgerald scholar James L.W. West III to include the author's final revisions and features a
note on the composition and text, a personal foreword by Fitzgerald's granddaughter, Eleanor
Lanahan-and an introduction by two-time National Book Award winner Jesmyn Ward. Featuring the
iconic original cover art and French flaps, this is a must-have for all Gatsby fans. The Great Gatsby,
Fitzgerald's third book, stands as the supreme achievement of his career. First published in 1925,
this quintessential novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by generations of readers. The story of
the mysteriously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, of lavish parties
on Long Island at a time when The New York Times noted gin was the national drink and sex the
national obsession, it is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby By F. Scott Fitzgerald F Scott Fitzgerald,
2021-05 The Great Gatsby, third novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald, published in 1925 by Charles
Scribner's Sons. Set in Jazz Age New York, the novel tells the tragic story of Jay Gatsby, a self-made
millionaire, and his pursuit of Daisy Buchanan, a wealthy young woman whom he loved in his youth.
Unsuccessful upon publication, the book is now considered a classic of American fiction and has
often been called the Great American Novel.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2021-04-06



publication of the great gatsby: THE GREAT GATSBY by F. Scott Fitzgerald F. Scott
Fitzgerald, 2021-06 ONCE AGAIN TO ZELDA The Great Gatsby is a 1925 novel by American writer
F. Scott Fitzgerald. Set in the Jazz Age on Long Island, the novel depicts narrator Nick Carraway's
interactions with mysterious millionaire Jay Gatsby and Gatsby's obsession to reunite with his former
lover, Daisy Buchanan. A youthful romance Fitzgerald had with socialite Ginevra King and the
riotous parties he attended on Long Island's North Shore in 1922 inspired the novel. Following a
move to the French Riviera, he completed a rough draft in 1924. He submitted the draft to editor
Maxwell Perkins, who persuaded Fitzgerald to revise the work over the following winter. After his
revisions, Fitzgerald was satisfied with the text, but remained ambivalent about the book's title and
considered several alternatives. The final title he desired was Under the Red, White, and Blue.
Painter Francis Cugat's final cover design impressed Fitzgerald who incorporated a visual element
from the art into the novel. After its publication by Scribner's in April 1925, The Great Gatsby
received generally favorable reviews, although some literary critics believed it did not equal
Fitzgerald's previous efforts and signaled the end of the author's literary achievements. Gatsby was
a commercial failure that sold fewer than 20,000 copies by October, and Fitzgerald's hopes of a
monetary windfall from the novel were unrealized. When the author died in 1940, he believed
himself to be a failure and his work forgotten. After his death, the novel faced a critical and scholarly
re-examination amid World War II, and it soon became a core part of most American high school
curricula and a focus of American popular culture. Numerous stage and film adaptations followed in
the subsequent decades. Gatsby continues to attract popular and scholarly attention. The novel was
most recently adapted to film in 2013 by director Baz Luhrmann, while contemporary scholars
emphasize the novel's treatment of social class, inherited wealth compared to those who are
self-made, race, environmentalism, and its cynical attitude towards the American dream. As with
other works by Fitzgerald, criticisms include allegations of antisemitism. The Great Gatsby is widely
considered to be a literary masterwork and a contender for the title of the Great American Novel.

publication of the great gatsby: The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2021-01-05 A
must-have new edition of one of the great American novels—and one of America's most
popular—featuring a new introduction by Min Jin Lee, the New York Times bestselling author of
Pachinko, and a striking new cover that brings the quintessential novel of the Roaring Twenties into
the 2020s The basis for the Tony Award-winning Broadway musical starring Jeremy Jordan and Eva
Noblezada One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years A Penguin Classics
Deluxe Edition, with flaps and deckle-edged paper Young, handsome, and fabulously rich, Jay Gatsby
seems to have everything. But at his mansion east of New York City, in West Egg, Long Island,
where the party never seems to end, he's often alone in the glittering Jazz Age crowd, watching and
waiting, as speculation swirls around him--that he's a bootlegger, that he was a German spy during
the war, that he even killed a man. As writer Nick Carraway is drawn into this decadent orbit, he
begins to see beneath the shimmering surface of the enigmatic Gatsby, for whom one thing will
always be out of reach: Nick's cousin, the married Daisy Buchanan, whose house is visible from
Gatsby's just across the bay. A brilliant evocation of the Roaring Twenties and a satire of a postwar
America obsessed with wealth and status, The Great Gatsby is a novel whose power remains
undiminished after a century. This edition, based on scholarship dating back to the novel's first
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