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Baltimore Ravens Helmet History: A Journey Through Design and Identity

baltimore ravens helmet history is a fascinating tale that intertwines the
evolution of team identity, branding, and the passion of Baltimore football
fans. Since the franchise's inception in 1996, the Ravens' helmet has stood
as a symbol of strength, resilience, and the rich heritage of Maryland’s
football culture. In this article, we’ll explore how the Ravens’ helmet
design has changed over time, the inspirations behind it, and what makes it a
unique piece of NFL history.

The Origins of the Baltimore Ravens and Their
Helmet Design

When the Cleveland Browns relocated to Baltimore in 1996, the city was eager
to embrace a new NFL team. Unlike most expansion or relocated teams that
adopt elements from their predecessors, the Ravens started with a clean
slate. This fresh start extended to their helmet and overall branding.

The Initial Design: A Bold Statement

The original Baltimore Ravens helmet featured a shiny black shell adorned
with the team's logo — a fierce raven's head with a prominent gold beak and a
distinctive "B" emblazoned on the side. The logo was inspired by Edgar Allan
Poe's famous poem "The Raven," a nod to Baltimore’s literary heritage.

Key features of the initial helmet design included:

- Glossy black background symbolizing mystery and strength
- Purple and gold color scheme reflecting regal and powerful tones
- The stylized raven head facing forward, showcasing aggression and focus
- Minimalist striping on the helmet, with thin purple and gold lines running
down the center

This design immediately set the Ravens apart from other NFL helmets, which
often favored more traditional or conservative looks.

Evolution of the Baltimore Ravens Helmet
Through the Years

While the original design laid a strong foundation, the Ravens’ helmet has



seen subtle tweaks and improvements over the years to enhance visual appeal
and adapt to evolving NFL helmet technology.

Changes in Logo Detailing and Colors

In the early 2000s, the Ravens made minor adjustments to the logo’s
detailing. The beak became sharper, and the purple tones were deepened for a
richer look. These changes were subtle but gave the helmet a more modern and
aggressive vibe.

Another noteworthy update was the introduction of a matte finish option for
certain games, reflecting a growing trend in the NFL for non-glossy helmets.
This matte look gave the Ravens a sleek, stealthy appearance on the field.

Technological Advancements and Safety Improvements

Beyond aesthetics, the helmet evolved with advancements in player safety
technology. The Ravens adopted newer helmet models from manufacturers like
Riddell and Schutt, which incorporated better padding, impact absorption, and
fit customization.

These improvements allowed players to maintain the iconic look while
benefiting from cutting-edge protection. The helmet's design was carefully
maintained to preserve brand identity while ensuring player safety remained
paramount.

Special Edition Helmets and Alternate Designs

The Baltimore Ravens have also embraced alternate helmet designs during
special occasions, reflecting both team pride and community connections.

Color Rush Helmets

During the NFL's Color Rush initiative, the Ravens debuted an all-purple
helmet that matched their alternate purple uniforms. The raven logo remained
prominent but was often outlined in metallic silver or white to pop against
the purple background.

This bold choice energized fans and players alike, showing off the team's
willingness to experiment and celebrate their colors.



Military Appreciation and Salute to Service Helmets

In honor of the armed forces, the Ravens have occasionally worn helmets with
military-inspired decals or camouflage patterns incorporated into the design.
These helmets symbolize respect and gratitude for service members and
highlight the team’s strong community ties in Baltimore.

Throwback and Anniversary Helmets

To celebrate milestones or anniversaries, the Ravens have sometimes sported
helmets that hark back to earlier designs or feature commemorative logos.
These throwback helmets serve as a bridge between the franchise’s past and
present, reminding fans of how far the team has come.

What Makes the Baltimore Ravens Helmet Iconic?

When discussing baltimore ravens helmet history, several factors contribute
to its iconic status in the NFL.

Unique Logo: The raven head logo is one of the most distinctive in the
league, combining literary symbolism with fierce athleticism.

Color Palette: The use of black, purple, and gold is relatively rare in
professional sports, giving the Ravens a strong visual identity.

Consistency with Innovation: While the team has updated the helmet over
time, it has never strayed far from its original concept, maintaining
brand consistency.

Connection to Baltimore: The helmet’s design reflects the city’s culture
and history, fostering a deep connection with local fans.

Tips for Ravens Fans and Collectors Interested
in Helmet History

If you’re a Baltimore Ravens enthusiast or a sports memorabilia collector,
understanding the helmet’s history can enhance your appreciation and
collection strategy.



Identifying Authentic Vintage Helmets

Early Ravens helmets from the late 1990s and early 2000s are highly sought-
after. Look for:

- Manufacturer labels (Riddell or Schutt) with original dates
- The original glossy black finish with sharp purple and gold striping
- Proper logo details without modern alterations

Choosing Special Edition Helmets

Limited-edition helmets like Color Rush or military appreciation models often
become collector’s items. Pay attention to:

- Official NFL or team authentication
- Condition of decals and paintwork
- Packaging and certificates of authenticity

Displaying and Caring for Helmets

To preserve the quality of your Ravens helmet, consider:

- Keeping it out of direct sunlight to prevent fading
- Using display cases to avoid dust and damage
- Regularly checking decals and paint for wear and tear

Looking Ahead: The Future of Baltimore Ravens
Helmet Design

As the NFL continues to evolve with new technologies and design trends, the
Baltimore Ravens are likely to keep balancing tradition with innovation.
Future helmet designs may incorporate enhanced materials, customizable
elements, or augmented reality features for fans.

However, one thing remains certain: the baltimore ravens helmet history is a
proud chapter in the team’s story, and the helmet will continue to embody the
spirit of Baltimore football for years to come. Whether on game day or
displayed in a collector’s cabinet, the Ravens helmet is much more than
protective gear—it's a symbol of identity, passion, and the relentless
pursuit of victory.



Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Baltimore Ravens helmet first
introduced?
The Baltimore Ravens helmet was first introduced in 1996 when the franchise
was established.

What colors are featured on the Baltimore Ravens
helmet?
The Baltimore Ravens helmet primarily features a black shell with the team's
logo that includes purple, black, gold, and white colors.

Has the Baltimore Ravens helmet design changed since
the team's inception?
Yes, the Baltimore Ravens helmet design has undergone subtle updates,
including logo refinements and color adjustments, but the overall look has
remained consistent since 1996.

What is the significance of the Ravens logo on the
helmet?
The Ravens logo on the helmet is inspired by Edgar Allan Poe’s famous poem
'The Raven,' reflecting Baltimore’s literary heritage.

Did the Baltimore Ravens use a different helmet when
they first started?
No, the Baltimore Ravens have consistently used the black helmet with the
raven head logo since the team's establishment.

Have the Baltimore Ravens ever worn throwback
helmets?
The Ravens have occasionally worn special edition helmets for alternate or
throwback games, but their traditional black helmet remains the primary
design.

What materials are used in the construction of the
Baltimore Ravens helmet?
The Baltimore Ravens helmet is made from polycarbonate shell material with
internal padding for safety and comfort, similar to other NFL helmets.



Do the Baltimore Ravens helmets feature any special
decals or markings?
Yes, the helmets feature the Raven logo on each side, and sometimes include
commemorative decals for special occasions or anniversaries.

How has helmet technology influenced the design of
the Baltimore Ravens helmet?
Advancements in helmet technology have improved the safety and fit of the
Ravens helmet, while the outward design has remained largely consistent to
maintain brand identity.

Who designed the original Baltimore Ravens helmet
logo?
The original Baltimore Ravens helmet logo was designed by a professional
sports branding team commissioned by the franchise at its founding in 1996.

Additional Resources
Baltimore Ravens Helmet History: Evolution, Design, and Impact

baltimore ravens helmet history offers a fascinating lens through which to
explore not only the visual identity of one of the NFL’s most iconic
franchises but also the broader trends in helmet technology, branding, and
player safety in professional football. Since their inception in 1996, the
Ravens have utilized helmet designs that represent their fierce, enigmatic
mascot while adapting to advancements in materials and league regulations.
This article delves into the evolution of the Baltimore Ravens helmet,
examining its design elements, technological features, and the cultural
significance embedded in this essential piece of football equipment.

The Genesis of the Baltimore Ravens Helmet

The Baltimore Ravens were established in 1996, following the controversial
relocation of the Cleveland Browns to Baltimore. With a new franchise came a
fresh identity, and the helmet played a pivotal role in manifesting that
identity on the field. The initial helmet design featured a deep purple
shell, reflecting the team’s official colors, paired with a sleek black
facemask. Central to the design was the team’s primary logo—a stylized
raven’s head overlaid with a bold letter “B,” symbolizing Baltimore.

This early helmet design was notable for its aggressive and modern
aesthetics, which contrasted with some of the more traditional helmets seen



across the league at the time. The choice of purple was especially
significant; it was a unique color in the NFL, helping the Ravens stand out
visually and reinforcing their brand as a formidable and distinct franchise.

Design Evolution: From 1996 to Present

Over the years, the Baltimore Ravens helmet has undergone subtle yet
meaningful transformations, balancing brand consistency with modernization.
The original raven logo on the helmet was refined for greater detail and
sharper lines, enhancing its visual impact on broadcasts and in stadiums. The
purple hue has remained largely consistent, but the finish has shifted from a
matte to a glossier surface, reflecting contemporary trends in helmet
aesthetics.

In addition, the facemask color has occasionally been adjusted, alternating
between black and metallic gray tones. These changes, while not drastic,
speak to the team’s continuous efforts to keep their look fresh without
alienating loyal fans. The helmet decal, too, has seen updates, with
improvements in print quality and durability to withstand the rigors of NFL
play.

Technological Advancements in the Ravens Helmet

Beyond aesthetics, the baltimore ravens helmet history is deeply intertwined
with the evolution of player safety and helmet technology in the NFL. Since
the team’s founding, helmet manufacturers have made significant strides in
developing materials and designs aimed at reducing concussions and other head
injuries.

Initially, the Ravens helmet utilized the Riddell VSR-4 shell, a common
choice among NFL teams in the late 1990s. However, as the league’s focus on
concussion prevention intensified, the Ravens transitioned to more advanced
models such as the Riddell Speed and later the Riddell SpeedFlex. These
helmets incorporate flexible panels, improved padding, and innovative
cushioning systems designed to absorb and dissipate impact forces more
effectively.

The Ravens organization has been proactive in adopting these advancements,
recognizing the helmet’s critical role in player health. This commitment is
evident in the team’s ongoing collaboration with equipment providers to
ensure that their helmets meet or exceed NFL safety standards.

Comparisons with Other NFL Helmets

When compared to other NFL teams’ helmets, the Baltimore Ravens helmet stands



out for its distinctive color palette and emblematic logo, but it also aligns
with broader industry trends in helmet technology. While some franchises have
experimented with more radical design changes or alternate logos, the Ravens
have maintained a consistent visual identity, ensuring brand recognition
remains strong.

Technologically, their helmets are on par with the league’s best,
incorporating the latest safety features and materials. For example, like the
Green Bay Packers’ use of the SpeedFlex helmet, the Ravens utilize similar
shock-absorbing technology, reflecting a league-wide shift toward safer, more
protective gear.

Cultural and Brand Significance of the Ravens
Helmet

The helmet is more than just protective equipment for the Baltimore
Ravens—it’s a symbol of the team’s ethos and connection to the city of
Baltimore. The raven, a bird associated with mystery and intelligence, draws
inspiration from Edgar Allan Poe’s famous poem “The Raven,” which has strong
ties to Baltimore’s cultural history.

This symbolism is embedded in the helmet’s design, reinforcing the team’s
identity as resilient, strategic, and intimidating on the gridiron. Fans
often view the helmet as a badge of pride, embodying both the team’s
competitive spirit and its community roots.

Fan Reception and Merchandise Impact

The helmet’s design has played a significant role in the Ravens’
merchandising success. Replica helmets and related apparel featuring the
team’s distinctive logo and colors are popular among supporters, contributing
to the franchise’s strong market presence.

Periodic special edition helmets—used during events like NFL’s “Color Rush”
or other themed games—have also boosted fan engagement. These alternate
designs typically maintain core elements such as the raven motif and purple
color but introduce new textures or accents to create collectible items.

Future Prospects in Ravens Helmet Design

Looking ahead, the baltimore ravens helmet history suggests a trajectory that
balances tradition with innovation. As helmet technology continues to
evolve—potentially incorporating smart sensors or enhanced impact
monitoring—the Ravens are poised to integrate these features while preserving



the iconic look their fans cherish.

Moreover, environmental considerations may influence future helmet materials,
with teams including the Ravens exploring sustainable manufacturing
processes. Design-wise, while major overhauls seem unlikely given the team’s
strong brand identity, incremental updates will continue to refine aesthetics
and functionality.

The Ravens helmet represents a compelling intersection of sport, safety, and
symbolism—an evolving artifact that encapsulates decades of football history
and cultural expression in Baltimore.

Baltimore Ravens Helmet History
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Super Bowls in the 21st century. This book is a perfect gift for loyal Ravens fans! Skyhorse
Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for
readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college
basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New
York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or
Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins,
or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal
Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a
New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on
subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
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  baltimore ravens helmet history: A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games Mark L.
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history of the game, Mark L. Ford breaks new ground with this account of the NFL preseason.
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where careers can be made or broken. A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games: 1986 to
2013 is one of two books by Ford on professional football’s preseason. Along with its companion
volume—which covers 1960 to 1985—these resources provide information on every NFL and AFL
preseason game played since the AFL was launched in 1960. All the interesting events and people
that were part of these summer battles are detailed, as well as the first outings for new teams, new
rules, and new stars. Ford also includes amusing anecdotes and mishaps, such as a last-minute
defeat in 2000 when a player tackled his own teammate. Along the way, Ford recounts key
off-season developments that would transform professional football from a modest enterprise into a
global monopoly with annual revenues and assets worth billions. A History of NFL Preseason and
Exhibition Games is a unique and important reference for pro football fans and cultural historians
alike.
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relating to patents, trade marks, copyrights decided by Supreme Court of the United States, United
States Circuit courts of appeals, District courts of the United States, United States Court of Customs
and Patent Appeals, Court of Claims of the United States, United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia, Commissioner of Patents and Patent Office Board of Appeals.
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Edition Michael McAvennie, 2008-06-30 Desire. Ruthless aggression. Attitude. Respect. New blood.
Returning legends. Departing heroes. Icon vs. Icon. The Draft. Separate camps. Unified titles. An
Undisputed Championship. Same-sex weddings. Broken vows. Three minutes. One last run. World
Wrestling Entertainment™ entered 2002 with a Royal Rumble,® and left it with the
Armageddon™-like force of an F-5 hurricane. This is your ringside seat to the defining moments of
the past twelve months. Relive the greatest matches of every Raw,® SmackDown!® and WWE™



Pay-Per-View in 2002, including WrestleMania™ X8, SummerSlam® and Survivor Series, as well as
U.K. exclusives Insurrextion™; and Rebellion™. Submit to the finishing moves of WWE Superstars
like The Rock,® Hollywood Hulk Hogan,™ Undertaker,® Triple H,™ Kurt Angle,™ Ric Flair,™ Rob
Van Dam,™ and Brock Lesnar.™ This is your premier backstage pass, recapping events beyond the
confines of the squared circle in 2002. Witness the corporate machinations of Mr. Vince McMahon,™
Ric Flair, Eric Bischoff™ and Stephanie McMahon™ as they wrestled for WWE dominance. Stripped
down to the bare essentials are the Divas Trish Stratus,™ Torrie Wilson,™ and Stacy Keibler.™
Review the WWE owner's Confidential™ words over Stone Cold Steve Austin™'s sudden exit from
the organization. You travel first class all the way as The World Wrestling Entertainment Yearbook
2003 Edition jets to the best venues across the United States, Canada, Europe, and the rest of the
world. Get the celluloid facts from Tinseltown behind The Rock's blockbuster film The Scorpion
King. Avoid a beatdown from Chris Jericho® while getting the music lowdown on his band Fozzy,
last summer's Ozzyfest tour and numerous WWE CD compilations. Take part in the SmackDown!
Your Vote™ campaign trail, along with last year's other fundraisers and events that established the
WWE as more than the undisputed leader in sports entertainment. It's time to put on the T-shirt of a
favorite WWE Superstar, grab some snacks, pull up a steel chair and wooden table, and experience
The WWE Yearbook 2003 Edition. Just don't read it under a ladder.
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Landow, the team’s “unofficial trainer” during the 2011 lockout; and ’77 Broncos, a historical look at
one of the team’s best seasons. This collection is offered by Taylor Trade, an imprint of Rowman &
Littlefield and specialty publisher in Colorado sports history.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: Flying High Jamison Hensley, 2014-08-05 From Art Modell’s
founding of the Baltimore Ravens in 1996 to the decision to draft Ray Lewis and Jonathan Ogden, to
victories in two Super Bowls in the past 15 years, the Baltimore Ravens’ short history has been full
of highlights. In Jamison Hensley’s Flying High, the former Ravens beat writer covers these
achievements and much more. Stories of players, coaches, and administrators from throughout the
team’s history are all here. Recent Super Bowl MVP Joe Flacco, manager Ozzie Newsome, legendary
coach Brian Billick, and current coach John Harbaugh, are just a few of the beloved Ravens
personalities that are featured in the latest book in the Tales series. So get ready to cheer for the
greatest Ravens moments and laugh at the humorous ones from both on and off the field. Perfect for
any fan of the NFL’s defending champions Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about
baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book
about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox
nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for
the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route
for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a
book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by
other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: Standard Catalog of Sports Memorabilia Tom Mortenson,
Dennis Tuttle, Dennis Thornton, 2001 Sports memorabilia collectors can identify and evaluate their
treasured collectibles by using this comprehensive price guide, now in its second edition. Includes
information on autographs, books and publications, equipment, figurines, pennants, and other
unusual items. 2,500 photos.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: The Steeler's Experience David Aretha, Abby Mendelson,
2014-09-15 The definitive guide for anyone in or near The Steeler Nation. Few teams in professional
football have the history and winning legacy of the Pittsburgh Steelers, and The Steelers Experience



offers a thorough, in-depth look back at every single Steelers season since 1933, highlighting the
biggest heroes and top moments that have fostered one of the most passionate fan bases in all
sports. This is a unique season-by-season look at the club's full history, with all of the memorable
moments, leading individual performances, top off-field stories, and key statistical accomplishments.
In addition, feature articles highlight the franchise's prominent players and coaches through the
years, the stadiums that the Steelers have called home, and the fascinating characters and
distinctive traditions that have defined Steelers football. This book is illustrated throughout with
vintage and contemporary photos of each season's pivotal player, defining moment, or characteristic
image, along with a rich collection of memorabilia, from football cards to program covers to
pennants and more. Every single Steelers game's results are included and the top individual
statistical performers are compiled for each decade. More than just a historical overview of the
team, The Steelers Experience leaves no season unturned, no star unilluminated. The breadth of
detailed information and stunning imagery combine to create a package no Steelers fan will want to
miss!
  baltimore ravens helmet history: The Dallas Cowboys -- Free Preview Joe Nick Patoski,
2012-08-15 The definitive, must-have account of the all-time players, coaches, locker rooms and
boardrooms that made the Dallas Cowboys America's Team. Since 1960, the Cowboys have never
been just about football. From their ego-driven owner and high-profile players to their
state-of-the-art stadium and iconic cheerleaders, the Cowboys have become a staple of both football
and American culture since the beginning. For over 50 years, wherever the Cowboys play, there are
people in the stands in all their glory: thousands of jerseys, hats, and pennants, all declaring the love
and loyalty to one of the most influential teams in NFL history. Now, with thrilling insider looks and
sweeping reveals of the ever-lasting time, place, and culture of the team, Joe Nick Patoski takes
readers - both fans and rivals alike - deep into the captivating world of the Cowboys.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: Indianapolis Colts Lew Freedman, 2013-08-15 A complete
illustrated history of the National Football League's Indianapolis Colts, including the team's early
era in Baltimore--Provided by publisher--
  baltimore ravens helmet history: The Great Book of Washington DC Sports Lists Len Shapiro,
Andy Pollin, 2008-12-16 Sports talk in America has evolved from small-time barroom banter into a
major media smorgasbord that runs 24/7 on TV and radio. With hundreds of billions of dollars
generated annually by pro and college teams in major markets nationwide, sports fans across the
country are more dedicated than ever to their teams. And when it comes to sports talk -- especially
all-sports radio -- it's all about entertainment, information, prognostication, analysis, rankings, and
endless discussion. Prominent sports-media figures in each of the three target cities -- Cleveland,
Detroit, and Washington, D.C. -- engage in this phenomenon with a compilation of sports lists sure to
delight as well as stir up debate within these already-buzzing sports communities. List topics
include: What were the most lopsided trades in local sports history? Who were the most overrated
athletes to play in our town? What local athlete had the best appearance in TV or film? What was the
most heartbreaking loss in local sports history? What was the greatest single play in local sports
history? Who are our team's most hated rivals? Plus dozens of guest lists contributed by famous local
sports and entertainment celebrities. Following each of the four major pro sports teams -- the
Redskins (NFL), the Capitals (NHL), the Nationals (MLB), and the Wizards (NBA) -- plus prominent
college sports programs such as Georgetown and Maryland, D.C.'s fans have a vast array of choices,
and Andy Pollin and Leonard Shapiro are the guys who help sort them out.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: A Superfan's Guide to Pro Football Teams Drew Lyon,
2018 Give young fans the crucial facts about all 32 pro football teams, including their current stars
and legendary players, triumphs and turning points, and memorable stats and trivia. Packed with
must-know info and action photos, this guide goes deep and hits pay dirt.--Publisher's website.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: New England Patriots New & Updated Edition
Christopher Price, 2013-08-15 This thorough and gorgeously illustrated history of the New England
Patriots profiles the top players, memorable moments, and thrilling victories from more than 50



seasons of Patriots football.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: Quests Kelly Bell, 2008-11 Chronicles 75 championship
Sundays, weaving them into a narrative of each game's unique drama, excitement, strategy, irony,
results and after effects.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: Strong Arm Tactics John Maxymuk, 2007-11-30 Signal
caller, gunslinger, field general--the quarterback goes by many lofty nicknames. It's arguably the
toughest, most high-pressure position to play among all sports. The quarterback touches the ball on
every offensive snap, is responsible for reading the defense, adjusting the play, and executing
complex schemes that require tremendous physical and mental prowess. He is expected to be the
undisputed team leader, whether he's an established veteran or an untested rookie. If he succeeds,
he's the most likely player on the field to be canonized by fans and broadcasters. If he fails, he'll be
vilified in the press and his home field fans will start cheering for the backup. This book traces the
interesting history of the professional quarterback, from the early years when the quarterback was a
blocker (and the appellations quarterback, halfback, and fullback were literal and geographically
correct) to the modern-day player who must be the eyes, ears, brains, and, of course, the accurate,
strong arm of the offense. The narrative history in Section I is rich with statistical analysis. The
author employs realistic metrics for statistical comparison across multiple eras, and includes all-time
rankings as well as specific rankings among different styles of quarterbacks. Section II compares
quarterbacks within their respective eras, putting their accomplishments in context with those of
their contemporaries. Section III breaks down the quarterback position, team-by-team, for current
NFL franchises. Appendices provide detailed passing records; additional statistics on everything
from relative passer ratings to fourth quarter comebacks; and listings of first round draft picks,
trades involving quarterbacks, awards, and uniform numbers.
  baltimore ravens helmet history: Collision of Wills Jack Gilden, 2018-10-01 In their seven
years together, quarterback Johnny Unitas and coach Don Shula, kings of the fabled Baltimore Colts
of the 1960s, created one of the most successful franchises in sports. Unitas and Shula had a higher
winning percentage than Lombardi’s Packers, but together they never won the championship.
Baltimore lost the big game to the Browns in 1964 and to Joe Namath and the Jets in Super Bowl
III—both in stunning upsets. The Colts’ near misses in the Shula era were among the most
confounding losses any sports franchise ever suffered. Rarely had a team in any league performed so
well, over such an extended period, only to come up empty. The two men had a complex relationship
stretching back to their time as young teammates competing for their professional lives. Their
personal conflict mirrored their tumultuous times. As they elevated the brutal game of football, the
world around them clashed about Vietnam, civil rights, and sex. Collision of Wills looks at the
complicated relationship between Don Shula, the league’s winningest coach of all time, and his star
player Johnny Unitas, and how their secret animosity fueled the Colts in an era when their losses
were as memorable as their victories. Purchase the audio edition.
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