what languages are spoken in russia

What Languages Are Spoken in Russia: Exploring the Linguistic Diversity of the World's Largest
Country

what languages are spoken in russia is a question that invites curiosity about one of the most
linguistically diverse countries on the planet. Spanning eleven time zones and encompassing
countless ethnic groups, Russia is home to a rich tapestry of languages that reflect its complex history
and cultural mosaic. While Russian is the dominant and official language, the linguistic landscape
goes far beyond this single tongue. Whether you're a traveler, a language enthusiast, or simply
intrigued by cultural diversity, understanding the languages spoken in Russia offers fascinating
insights into its people and regions.

The Dominance of Russian: The Lingua Franca of a Vast
Nation

At the heart of the question “what languages are spoken in Russia” lies Russian itself. Russian is the
official state language and the mother tongue of about 137 million people. It serves as the primary
language of government, education, business, media, and everyday communication across the
country. With its Cyrillic alphabet and Slavic roots, Russian has a long literary and cultural tradition,
making it a vital link that connects Russia’s vast and varied population.

Russian is not just spoken in Russia; it's also widely understood in many former Soviet republics,
highlighting its historical influence. For anyone planning to visit or work in Russia, learning basic
Russian phrases can be incredibly helpful, as it remains the unifying language in an otherwise
multilingual environment.

Regional Languages: A Reflection of Russia’s Ethnic
Mosaic

Russia is home to over 190 ethnic groups, and correspondingly, more than 100 languages are spoken
within its borders. Many of these languages have official status within their respective republics or
regions, recognized alongside Russian. This multilingualism is especially evident in the North
Caucasus, Siberia, and the Volga region, where indigenous and regional languages thrive.

Languages of the North Caucasus

The North Caucasus is one of Russia’s most linguistically rich areas. Here, languages like Chechen,
Avar, Kabardian, and Ingush are widely spoken. These languages belong to different language
families such as Northeast Caucasian and Northwest Caucasian, known for their complex phonetics
and grammar systems. For example:



- *Chechen** is spoken primarily in the Chechen Republic and by Chechen communities throughout
Russia.

- ¥*Avar** is common in Dagestan, one of Russia’s most ethnically diverse republics.

- **Kabardian** and **Adyghe** are spoken in the Kabardino-Balkaria and Adygea republics
respectively.

These regional languages are often taught in local schools alongside Russian and remain vital for
cultural identity and daily communication.

The Turkic Languages in Russia

Another significant linguistic group in Russia is Turkic languages. These include Tatar, Bashkir, and
Chuvash, each associated with distinct ethnic groups primarily inhabiting the Volga-Ural region.

- **Tatar** is one of the most widely spoken minority languages, with roughly 5 million speakers. The
Republic of Tatarstan, where Kazan is the capital, uses Tatar alongside Russian as an official
language.

- **Bashkir*t* is spoken in Bashkortostan and shares many linguistic features with Tatar.

- ¥*Chuvash**, spoken in the Chuvash Republic, is unique among Turkic languages due to its distinct
vocabulary and phonology.

These languages have rich oral traditions and are supported by local media, literature, and cultural
programs.

Indigenous Siberian Languages

Siberia, an enormous region of Russia, is home to many indigenous peoples who speak languages
from the Uralic, Tungusic, and Yeniseian families. Some of these languages are endangered but
remain important cultural markers.

- ¥*Nenets** and **Khanty** belong to the Uralic family and are spoken by indigenous groups in the
Arctic and sub-Arctic regions.

- ¥**Evenki** and **Even** are Tungusic languages spoken by reindeer herders and hunters across
Siberia.

- ¥**Yukaghir**, a language isolate, survives among small communities in Northeastern Siberia.

Efforts to preserve these languages include bilingual education programs and cultural festivals that
emphasize traditional storytelling and music.

The Role of Russian as a Second Language and Lingua
Franca

In regions where minority languages dominate daily life, Russian continues to play a crucial role as
the lingua franca. Most inhabitants are bilingual, speaking their native language at home and Russian



in official or interethnic contexts. This bilingualism facilitates communication across diverse groups
and is essential in urban centers where many ethnicities converge.

For foreign visitors or expatriates wondering what languages are spoken in Russia, it's important to
remember that Russian proficiency will open most doors. While regional languages enrich the cultural
fabric, Russian remains the key to navigating education, government, and business.

Language Education and Media

Russian schools emphasize Russian language instruction, but many republics also include native
language classes in their curricula. Additionally, radio, television, and print media produce content in
both Russian and regional languages, helping to sustain minority languages and cultures.

Technology has also played a role in language preservation. Online platforms, mobile apps, and social
media have become tools for younger generations to learn and use their ancestral languages, even in
urban settings far from their traditional homelands.

Foreign Languages in Russia

While exploring what languages are spoken in Russia, it's worth noting the presence of foreign
languages, especially English, German, and French. English is increasingly popular among younger
people and in business circles, reflecting Russia’s integration into the global economy. German and
French have historical roots tied to cultural exchanges and minority communities.

In major cities like Moscow and St. Petersburg, you'll find more opportunities to practice English, and
many university students study foreign languages as part of their education. However, outside urban
centers, Russian is overwhelmingly the primary means of communication.

Tips for Language Learners and Travelers in Russia

If you're planning to visit or live in Russia and are curious about the languages spoken, here are some
practical tips:

- **Learn basic Russian phrases** before traveling. It shows respect and helps in everyday situations.
- **Explore regional languages** if you're visiting specific republics like Tatarstan or Dagestan; it
enriches your cultural experience.

- **Use language apps and resources** to familiarize yourself with Cyrillic script and pronunciation.

- **Be aware of linguistic diversity.** In some regions, you might encounter signage or official
documents in local languages alongside Russian.

- ¥**Engage with locals about their languages.** Many people appreciate when visitors show interest in
their native tongue or culture.

Understanding the linguistic diversity of Russia not only enhances travel experiences but also offers a
deeper appreciation of the country’s cultural complexity.



The question of what languages are spoken in Russia opens the door to a fascinating exploration of
history, culture, and identity. From the widespread use of Russian to the vibrant regional tongues that
color everyday life, Russia’s linguistic landscape is as vast and varied as its geography. Whether
you’'re navigating bustling cities or remote villages, the languages spoken here tell stories of
resilience, tradition, and connection across one of the world’s most expansive nations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Russia?

The official language of Russia is Russian.

Are there other languages spoken in Russia besides Russian?

Yes, Russia is home to many ethnic groups, and numerous languages are spoken, including Tatar,
Bashkir, Chuvash, Chechen, and many more.

How many languages are spoken in Russia?

There are over 100 languages spoken in Russia due to its diverse ethnic composition.

What is the most widely spoken minority language in Russia?

Tatar is the most widely spoken minority language in Russia.

Is English commonly spoken in Russia?

English is taught in schools and is spoken in major cities and tourist areas, but it is not widely spoken
among the general population.

Are indigenous languages protected in Russia?

Yes, some indigenous languages in Russia have official status in their respective regions and are
protected by law.

What language family does Russian belong to?

Russian belongs to the East Slavic group of the Slavic branch of the Indo-European language family.

Do people in Russia speak any Turkic languages?

Yes, several Turkic languages such as Tatar, Bashkir, and Chuvash are spoken in Russia, primarily in
regions where Turkic ethnic groups reside.



Is Russian language used as a lingua franca in Russia?

Yes, Russian serves as the lingua franca across Russia, connecting people from diverse linguistic
backgrounds.

Additional Resources

**Languages of Russia: A Detailed Exploration of the Nation’s Linguistic Landscape**

what languages are spoken in russia is a question that opens a window into one of the most
linguistically diverse countries in the world. Russia, spanning eleven time zones and encompassing a
vast array of ethnic groups, is home to hundreds of languages. While Russian is the dominant
language, the country’s rich tapestry includes numerous minority languages that reflect its complex
cultural and historical fabric. Understanding what languages are spoken in Russia involves delving
into official language policies, regional dialects, indigenous tongues, and the sociopolitical dynamics
that influence language use.

The Dominance of the Russian Language

At the heart of Russia’s linguistic identity is the Russian language, spoken by approximately 137
million people within the country. Russian serves as the official state language and functions as the
lingua franca across Russia’s vast territories. It is the primary language used in government,
education, media, and commerce. As a Slavic language belonging to the East Slavic group, Russian’s
Cyrillic script and rich literary tradition have cemented its role not only domestically but also as a
significant language in post-Soviet states.

The prevalence of Russian is largely due to historical factors, including the expansion of the Russian
Empire and later the Soviet Union’s policies promoting Russian as a unifying language. Today, fluency
in Russian is essential for social mobility and access to public services, making it a practical necessity
for most residents, even those from non-Russian ethnic backgrounds.

Regional and Minority Languages: A Mosaic of Voices

While Russian dominates, the linguistic diversity of Russia extends far beyond it. The country officially
recognizes over 20 minority languages, many of which have co-official status in their respective
republics and regions. These languages represent various ethno-linguistic families, including Turkic,
Uralic, Caucasian, and Paleo-Siberian languages.

Turkic Languages

Among the most widely spoken minority languages are Turkic languages such as Tatar, Bashkir, and
Chuvash. Tatar, in particular, is notable with around 5 million speakers concentrated in the Republic
of Tatarstan and neighboring areas. It enjoys co-official status alongside Russian in Tatarstan, with



educational institutions and media content available in Tatar. Bashkir, spoken in Bashkortostan,
shares a similar status and is part of the same Turkic language family, emphasizing the ethnic and
linguistic autonomy afforded to these republics.

Uralic Languages

Languages like Komi, Udmurt, and Mari belong to the Uralic family and are spoken in the Volga-Ural
region. Although these languages have fewer speakers—typically in the hundreds of thousands—they
are preserved through regional schools and cultural programs. The Mari language, for instance, is
actively taught in the Mari El Republic and enjoys some government support aimed at preserving
indigenous languages.

Caucasian and Indigenous Languages

The Caucasus region adds to Russia’s linguistic complexity with languages such as Chechen, Avar,
and Kabardian. Chechen, spoken by around 1.4 million people, is the official language of the Chechen
Republic alongside Russian. These languages often feature complex phonetic systems and rich oral
traditions, which are integral to the cultural identities of their speakers.

In Siberia and the Far East, smaller indigenous languages like Evenki, Nenets, and Chukchi are spoken
by nomadic and semi-nomadic peoples. These languages face challenges due to dwindling numbers
of speakers and limited institutional support, although there are ongoing efforts to document and
revitalize them.

Language Policy and Education in Russia

Understanding what languages are spoken in Russia is incomplete without considering the country’s
language policies. The Russian Constitution guarantees the right to preserve one’s native language
and promotes the study of minority languages. However, the practical implementation of these rights
varies widely.

In many republics within Russia, minority languages are taught in schools and used in local
administration. Conversely, in some regions, economic and social pressures have led to the decline of
indigenous languages, with Russian often becoming the dominant language even in traditionally non-
Russian areas.

The federal government has periodically emphasized the importance of the Russian language in
maintaining national unity. This focus sometimes leads to tensions between promoting Russian
proficiency and preserving minority languages. The balance between these objectives remains a
dynamic and evolving aspect of Russia’s linguistic landscape.

Challenges Facing Minority Languages



Several factors threaten the survival of minority languages in Russia:

¢ Urbanization: Migration to urban centers often results in the adoption of Russian over native
tongues.

¢ Intermarriage: Mixed ethnic families tend to favor Russian as a common language.

¢ Media Influence: Predominantly Russian-language media limits exposure to minority
languages.

e Limited Educational Resources: Some minority languages lack sufficient materials and
trained educators.

Despite these challenges, cultural organizations and local governments continue efforts to revitalize
and maintain linguistic heritage through festivals, language courses, and publications.

The Role of Russian as a Lingua Franca in the Post-
Soviet Space

Russia’s linguistic influence extends beyond its borders. Russian remains a key language in many
former Soviet republics due to historical ties and ongoing geopolitical relationships. In countries such
as Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, Russian is widely spoken and often serves as a second
language in government and education.

This broader use of Russian affects migration patterns within Russia itself, as speakers from
neighboring countries bring diverse linguistic backgrounds while often relying on Russian for
communication. This dynamic further reinforces the centrality of the Russian language in the region.

Multilingualism in Russian Society

Russia’s population is inherently multilingual, with many citizens growing up speaking both Russian
and an ethnic minority language. This bilingualism or multilingualism enriches cultural expression and
creates a layered linguistic environment.

In urban centers like Moscow and Saint Petersburg, migrants from various parts of Russia and

neighboring states contribute to a complex linguistic mosaic. These cities often feature communities
speaking languages such as Armenian, Uzbek, Ukrainian, and Azerbaijani alongside Russian.

Implications for Business, Travel, and Cultural



Exchange

For businesses and travelers, understanding what languages are spoken in Russia is crucial. While
Russian is essential for communication across the country, knowledge of regional languages can
enhance interactions in specific areas. Local languages often carry cultural significance and can
provide deeper insights into regional identities.

From an economic perspective, companies expanding into Russia need to consider language
localization and culturally sensitive marketing strategies. Similarly, tourists visiting ethnic republics
may find learning basic phrases of local languages a meaningful gesture that fosters goodwill.

The cultural exchange facilitated by Russia’s linguistic diversity also opens avenues for scholarship,
arts, and cross-cultural dialogue, positioning Russia as a unique mosaic of languages and identities.

Russia’s linguistic landscape is a reflection of its vast geography, complex history, and multifaceted
society. From the pervasive presence of Russian to the vibrant minority languages that echo through
its republics and regions, the question of what languages are spoken in Russia reveals a deep and
ongoing narrative of cultural coexistence, adaptation, and preservation.

What Languages Are Spoken In Russia
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what languages are spoken in russia: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher
Moseley, 2018-04-19 Three separate chapters on the languages of the Americas: North America,
Meso-America and South America, with key historical maps for America fully updated The only
language atlas of this scope available Internationally renowned chapter editors and contributors A
key reference for language, linguistics and anthropology departments Special pre-publication price
of £325

what languages are spoken in russia: Handbook of Russian Literature Victor Terras,
1985-01-01 Profiles the careers of Russian authors, scholars, and critics and discusses the history of
the Russian treatment of literary genres such as drama, fiction, and essays

what languages are spoken in russia: The Oxford Handbook of Languages of the
Caucasus Maria Polinsky, 2020 This book is an introduction to and overview of the languages of the
Caucasus, including those of southern Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia. This region of the
world exhibits extremely high linguistic diversity, and many of the languages spoken in the Caucasus
have cross-linguistically rare features that are found in few or no other languages. This handbook
serves as a comprehensive overview with detailed descriptions of languages as well as theoretically
oriented chapters.

what languages are spoken in russia: Cataloguing the World's Endangered Languages Lyle
Campbell, Anna Belew, 2018-02-02 Cataloguing the World’s Endangered Languages brings together
the results of the extensive and influential Catalogue of Endangered Languages (ELCat) project.
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Based on the findings from the most extensive endangered languages research project, this is the
most comprehensive source of accurate information on endangered languages. The book presents
the academic and scientific findings that underpin the online Catalogue, located at
www.endangeredlanguages.com, making it an essential companion to the website for academics and
researchers working in this area. While the online Catalogue displays much data from the ELCat
project, this volume develops and emphasizes aspects of the research behind the data and includes
topics of great interest in the field, not previously covered in a single volume. Cataloguing the
World’s Endangered Languages is an important volume of particular interest to academics and
researchers working with endangered languages.

what languages are spoken in russia: A Geography of Russia and Its Neighbors Mikhail
S. Blinnikov, 2021-02-17 Authoritative yet accessible, the definitive undergraduate text on Russian
geography and culture has now been thoroughly revised with current data and timely topics, such as
the annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol and other background for understanding Russia's 2022
invasion of Ukraine. Thematic chapters provide up-to-date coverage of Russia's physical, political,
cultural, and economic geography. Regional chapters focus on the country's major regions and the
other 14 former Soviet republics. Written in a lucid, conversational style by a Russian-born
international expert, the concise chapters interweave vivid descriptions of urban and rural
landscapes, examinations of Soviet and post-Soviet life, deep knowledge of environmental and
conservation issues, geopolitical insights, engaging anecdotes, and rigorous empirical data. Over
200 original maps, photographs, and other figures are also available as PowerPoint slides at the
companion website, many in color. New to This Edition *Separate chapter on Ukraine and Crimea,
covering events through 2019. *Timely topics--the political crisis in Ukraine and annexation of
Crimea and Sevastopol; the return of Putin as president; climate change and environmental
degradation; economic slowdown; political shifts in the republics; the role of Russian-backed forces
in Syria, Libya, and Central African Republic; changes in Russia-United States relations; and more.
*Thoroughly updated population, economic, and political data. *80 new or updated figures, tables,
and maps. Pedagogical Features *End-of-chapter review questions, suggested assignments, and
in-class exercises. *Within-chapter vignettes about Russian places, culture, and history.
*End-of-chapter internet resources and suggestions for further reading. *Companion website with all
figures and maps from the book, many in full color.

what languages are spoken in russia: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig,
2017-08-24 Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces readers to the rich
diversity of human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and typology of languages
around the world. An essential resource for undergraduate courses on language typology, historical
linguistics and general linguistics.

what languages are spoken in russia: Cultural and Linguistic Minorities in the Russian
Federation and the European Union Heiko F. Marten, Michael Riefler, Janne Saarikivi, Reetta
Toivanen, 2015-01-06 This is the first comprehensive volume to compare the sociolinguistic
situations of minorities in Russia and in Western Europe. As such, it provides insight into language
policies, the ethnolinguistic vitality and the struggle for reversal of language shift, language
revitalization and empowerment of minorities in Russia and the European Union. The volume shows
that, even though largely unknown to a broader English-reading audience, the linguistic composition
of Russia is by no means less diverse than multilingualism in the EU. It is therefore a valuable
introduction into the historical backgrounds and current linguistic, social and legal affairs with
regard to Russia’s manifold ethnic and linguistic minorities, mirrored on the discussion of recent
issues in a number of well-known Western European minority situations.

what languages are spoken in russia: Encyclopedia of Bilingqualism and Bilingual Education
Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections: individual
bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures, graphs, maps
and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.

what languages are spoken in russia: Introduction to the Russian Language Poorvi Soni,



2025-06-26 The Russian language, with its rich history, cultural significance, and unique linguistic
structure, offers a fascinating journey for anyone eager to explore the world of Slavic languages.
Whether you're a student, traveler, or professional, learning Russian opens doors to understanding
one of the most influential cultures in the world. This book, Introduction to the Russian Language,
aims to serve as a comprehensive guide for beginners, providing a solid foundation in the essential
aspects of the language. From the Cyrillic alphabet to basic vocabulary, grammar, and common
phrases, this book is designed to make learning Russian both accessible and engaging. Each chapter
has been carefully crafted to introduce you to the language step by step, with practical examples
that you can immediately apply in real-life situations. By the end of this book, you will have a basic
understanding of Russian and be able to navigate everyday conversations, travel, and even begin
reading simple texts. As with any language, regular practice and exposure are key, so we encourage
you to immerse yourself in the language and take the time to engage with Russian in various
contexts. Whether you're looking to visit Russia, connect with Russian-speaking friends, or simply
challenge yourself with a new skill, this book will guide you along the way. We hope that this book
sparks your curiosity and inspires a lifelong journey of language learning and cultural discovery.
Welcome to the world of the Russian language!

what languages are spoken in russia: Promoting Heritage Language in Northwest
Russia Laura Siragusa, 2017-10-19 This volume illustrates how language revival movements in
Russia and elsewhere have often followed a specific pattern of literacy bias in the promotion of a
minority’s heritage language, partly neglecting the social and relational aspects of orality. Using the
Vepsian Renaissance as an example, this volume brings to the surface a literacy-orality dualism new
to the discussion around revival movements. In addition to the more-theoretically oriented scopes,
this book addresses all the actors involved in revival movements including activists, scholars and
policy-makers, and opens a discussion on literacy and orality, and power and agency in the multiple
relational aspects of written and oral practices. This study addresses issues common to language
revival movements worldwide and will appeal to researchers of linguistic anthropology,
sociolinguistics, education and language policy, and culture studies.

what languages are spoken in russia: Russia Suzanne Murdico, 2004-12-15 An overview of
the history and culture of Russia and its people, including the geography, myths, arts, daily life,
education, industry and government.

what languages are spoken in russia: The Languages and Linguistics of Northern Asia
Edward Vajda, 2024-03-04 The Languages and Linguistics of Northern Asia: A Comprehensive Guide
surveys the indigenous languages of Asia’s North Pacific Rim, Siberia, and adjacent portions of Inner
Eurasia. It provides in-depth descriptions of every first-order family of this vast area, with special
emphasis on family-internal subdivision and dialectal differentiation. Individual chapters trace the
origins and expansion of the region’s widespread pastoral-based language groups as well as the
microfamilies and isolates spoken by northern Asia’s surviving hunter-gatherers. Separate chapters
cover sparsely recorded languages of early Inner Eurasia that defy precise classification and the
various pidgins and creoles spread over the region. Other chapters investigate the typology of
salient linguistic features of the area, including vowel harmony, noun inflection, verb indexing (also
known as agreement), complex morphologies, and the syntax of complex predicates. Issues relating
to genealogical ancestry, areal contact and language endangerment receive equal attention. With
historical connections both to Eurasia’s pastoral-based empires as well as to ancient population
movements into the Americas, the steppes, taiga forests, tundra and coastal fringes of northern Asia
offer a complex and fascinating object of linguistic investigation.

what languages are spoken in russia: Languages of Islam and Christianity in
Post-Soviet Russia Gulnaz Sibgatullina, 2020-06-08 In her book, Gulnaz Sibgatullina examines the
intricate relationship of religion, identity and language-related beliefs against the background of
socio-political changes in post-Soviet Russia. Focusing on the Russian and Tatar languages, she
explores how they simultaneously serve the needs of both Muslims and Christians living in the
country today. Mapping linguistic strategies of missionaries, converts and religious authorities,



Sibgatullina demonstrates how sacred vocabulary in each of the languages is being contested by a
variety of social actors, often with competing agendas. These linguistic collisions not only affect
meanings of the religious lexicon in Tatar and Russian but also drive a gradual convergence of
Russia's Islam and Christianity.

what languages are spoken in russia: The Tungusic Languages Alexander Vovin, José
Andrés Alonso de la Fuente, Juha Janhunen, 2023-08-31 The Tungusic Languages is a survey of
Tungusic, a language family which is seriously endangered today, but which at the time of its
maximum spread was present all over Northeast Asia. This volume offers a systematic succession of
separate chapters on all the individual Tungusic languages, as well as a number of additional
chapters containing contextual information on the language family as a whole, its background and
current state, as well as its history of research and documentation. Manchu and its mediaeval
ancestor Jurchen are important historical literary languages discussed in this volume, while the
other Tungusic languages, around a dozen altogether, have always been spoken by small, local,
though in some cases territorially widespread, populations engaged in traditional subsistence
activities of the Eurasian taiga and steppe zones and the North Pacific coast. All contributors to this
volume are well-known specialists on their specific topics, and, importantly, all the authors of the
chapters dealing with modern languages have personal experience of linguistic field work among
Tungusic speakers. This volume will be informative for scholars and students specialising in the
languages and peoples of Northeast Asia, and will also be of interest to those engaged with linguistic
typology, cultural anthropology, and ethnic history who wish to obtain information on the Tungusic
languages.

what languages are spoken in russia: Russian as a Heritage Language Olesya Kisselev,
Oksana Laleko, Irina Dubinina, 2024-04-16 Russian as a Heritage Language: From Research to
Classroom Applications brings together linguistically and pedagogically oriented research traditions
in a comprehensive review of current Russian heritage language (HL) studies. Divided into three
parts, the collection offers a variety of frameworks and approaches spanning research on HL
speakers’ linguistic and pragmatic competence, literacy development, and sociocultural
characteristics of Russian in diaspora. Presenting a wide range of new empirical findings, the
volume explores topics at the forefront of HL studies, from assessment of HL learners’ linguistic
competence and language attitudes to research on communities and institutional affordances
impacting HL acquisition and maintenance. Each chapter connects current research with specific
classroom applications, presenting Russian as a global language in various sociopolitical and
majority-language contexts. Combining methodological rigor with theoretical insights across diverse
areas of language study, Russian as a Heritage Language advances the field of HL pedagogy and
serves as essential reading for HL educators and researchers as well as for linguists studying
bilingualism.

what languages are spoken in russia: The Soft Power of the Russian Language Arto
Mustajoki, Ekaterina Protassova, Maria Yelenevskaya, 2019-06-12 Exploring Russian as a
pluricentric language, this book provides a panoramic view of its use within and outside the nation
and discusses the connections between language, politics, ideologies, and cultural contacts. Russian
is widely used across the former Soviet republics and in the diaspora, but speakers outside Russia
deviate from the metropolis in their use of the language and their attitudes towards it. Using country
case studies from across the former Soviet Union and beyond, the contributors analyze the unifying
role of the Russian language for developing transnational connections and show its value in the
knowledge economy. They demonstrate that centrifugal developments of Russian and its
pluricentricity are grounded in the language and education policies of their host countries, as well as
the goals and functions of cultural institutions, such as schools, media, travel agencies, and others
created by émigrés for their co-ethnics. This book also reveals the tensions between Russia’s
attempts to homogenize the 'Russian world' and the divergence of regional versions of Russian
reflecting cultural hybridity of the diaspora. Interdisciplinary in its approach, this book will prove
useful to researchers of Russian and post-Soviet politics, Russian studies, Russian language and



culture, linguistics, and immigration studies. Those studying multilingualism and heritage language
teaching may also find it interesting.

what languages are spoken in russia: Introduction to Ukraine Gilad James, PhD,
Introduction to Ukraine is a brief overview of the country situated in Eastern Europe, which gained
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. The capital of Ukraine is Kiev, and the official
language is Ukrainian. The population of Ukraine is approximately 44 million, making it the 32nd
most populous country in the world. Ukraine has a rich cultural and historical heritage, as well as a
diverse landscape, including the Carpathian Mountains and the Black Sea coastline. Ukraine is an
important agricultural producer, particularly of wheat, corn, and potatoes. Additionally, Ukraine has
a significant industrial sector, including steel production and aerospace engineering. The political
situation in Ukraine has been unstable since the overthrow of former President Viktor Yanukovych in
2014, with the ongoing conflict with Russia over the annexation of Crimea and the ongoing fighting
in eastern Ukraine between Ukrainian government forces and Russian-backed separatists. Despite
these challenges, Ukraine has made progress towards integration with the European Union, and in
2020, President Volodymyr Zelensky announced plans for major reforms in the country, including
anti-corruption measures and judicial reform. With its rich history and promising future, Ukraine
remains an important country and emerging democracy in Eastern Europe.

what languages are spoken in russia: Reconstructing Non-Standard Languages Lenore A.
Grenoble, Jessica Kantarovich, 2022-12-15 Focusing on language contact involving Russian, and the
linguistic varieties that emerged from that contact in different social settings, this book analyzes
issues and methodologies in reconstructing both the linguistic effects of language contact and the
social contexts of usage. In-depth analyses of Odessan Russian, a southern Russian contact variety
with Yiddish and Ukrainian elements, and Russian lexifier pidgins illustrate the reconstruction
process, which involves making the most of all available documentation, particularly literature and
stereotypical descriptions. Historical sociolinguistics of this kind straddles the fields of historical
linguistics, sociolinguistics, and contact; this book brings together the methods and theories of these
areas to show how they can result in a rich reconstruction of linguistic and socially-conditioned
variation. We reconstruct the circumstances and social settings that produced this variation, and
demonstrate how to reconstruct which variants were used by different types of speakers under
different circumstances, and what kinds of social identities they indexed.

what languages are spoken in russia: On the Border of Language and Dialect Marjatta
Palander, Helka Riionheimo, 2018-04-23 This volume considers the linguistic borders between
languages and dialects, as well as the administrative, cultural and mental borders that reflect or
affect linguistic ones; it comprises eight articles examining the mental borders between dialects,
dialect continua and areas of mixed dialect, language ideologies, language mixing and
contact-induced language change. The book opens with Dennis R. Preston’s review article on
perceptual dialectology, showing how this field of study provides insights on laymen’s perceptions
about dialect boundaries, and how such perceptions explain regional and social variation. Johanna
Laakso problematizes the common notion of languages as having clear-cut boundaries and stresses
the artificialness and conventionality of linguistic borders. Vesa Koivisto introduces the Border
Karelian dialects as an example of language and dialect mixing. Marjatta Palander and Helka
Riionheimo’s article examines the mental boundaries between Finnish and Karelian, demonstrated
by the informants when recalling their fading memories of a lost mother tongue. Niina Kunnas
focuses on how speakers of White Sea Karelian perceive the boundaries between their language and
other varieties. Within the framework of language ideology, Tamés Péter Szabd highlights the ways
in which linguistic borders are interactionally (co)constructed in the school environment in Hungary
and Finland. Anna-Riitta Lindgren and Leena Niiranen present a contact-linguistic study
investigating the vocabulary of Kven, a variety lying on the fuzzy boundary of a language and a
dialect. Finally, Vesa Jarva and Jenni Mikkonen approach demographically manifested linguistic
boundaries by examining the Old Helsinki slang, a mixture of lexical features derived from Finnish
and Swedish. Together, the articles paint a picture of a multidimensional, multilingual, variable and



ever-changing linguistic reality where diverse borders, boundaries and barriers meet, intertwine and
cross each other. As a whole, the articles also seek to cross disciplinary and methodological
boundaries and present new perspectives on earlier studies.
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issues in this field - ranging from the value of contact explanations in linguistics, to the impact of
immigration, to dialectology - combining new research from a team of globally renowned scholars,
with case studies of numerous languages. An authoritative reference work exploring the major
issues in the field of language contact: the study of how language changes when speakers of distinct
speech varieties interact Brings together 40 specially-commissioned essays by an international team
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context of work on language and society Explores a broad range of topics, making it an excellent
resource for both faculty and students across a variety of fields within linguistics
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