
rise of the russian empire

Rise of the Russian Empire: From Principality to Global Power

rise of the russian empire is a fascinating journey through centuries of
transformation, ambition, and resilience. This story begins in the medieval
period, when disparate principalities and tribes inhabited the vast lands of
what would become Russia. Over time, through strategic leadership, military
conquest, and cultural evolution, these territories coalesced into one of the
most formidable empires in history. Understanding this remarkable ascent
sheds light not only on Russia’s past but also on the foundations of its
present-day global influence.

The Early Beginnings: From Kievan Rus' to the
Grand Duchy of Moscow

The roots of the Russian Empire trace back to Kievan Rus', a federation of
Slavic tribes under the rule of the Varangians in the 9th century. This early
state laid the cultural and religious groundwork for Russia’s identity,
particularly after the Christianization of Rus' in 988. However, the Mongol
invasion in the 13th century devastated Kievan Rus', fracturing its unity and
ushering in a period of political fragmentation.

The Rise of Moscow

Amidst the chaos, the Grand Duchy of Moscow began to emerge as a powerful
regional player. Moscow’s strategic location, skilled diplomacy, and ability
to collect tribute on behalf of the Mongol Golden Horde allowed it to gain
influence over neighboring principalities. Leaders like Ivan I “Kalita”
capitalized on these advantages, gradually centralizing power.

By the late 15th century, Ivan III (Ivan the Great) boldly rejected Mongol
dominance, effectively ending the so-called “Tatar Yoke.” He tripled the
territory under Moscow’s control and adopted the title of “Tsar,” signaling
Moscow’s claim as the successor to the Byzantine Empire after the fall of
Constantinople. This moment marks a critical milestone in the rise of the
Russian empire, as Moscow transformed from a regional principality into a
burgeoning state ready to assert itself on the world stage.

Expansion and Consolidation Under the Romanovs

The 17th century was tumultuous, with internal strife such as the Time of
Troubles threatening to undo Moscow’s gains. However, the establishment of
the Romanov dynasty in 1613 ushered in a period of stability and renewed
expansion.

Territorial Growth



The Romanovs were adept at expanding Russia’s borders through a combination
of military conquest, colonization, and diplomacy. Siberia became a vast
frontier for Russian settlers and fur traders, extending the empire’s reach
all the way to the Pacific Ocean. This eastward expansion not only opened new
resources but also established Russia as a transcontinental power.

In the west and south, Russia absorbed territories from the weakening Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth and the Ottoman Empire, securing access to critical
trade routes and warm-water ports. These acquisitions were crucial for
economic development and military logistics.

Centralized Authority and Reforms

The consolidation of the empire relied heavily on strengthening centralized
authority. The Romanovs, especially Peter the Great and Catherine the Great,
implemented sweeping reforms to modernize the state apparatus, military, and
society.

Peter the Great’s reign in the late 17th and early 18th centuries is often
viewed as a turning point in the rise of the Russian empire. He traveled
extensively in Western Europe, learning about shipbuilding, governance, and
science. Upon his return, he launched reforms that transformed Russia into a
major European power. The establishment of St. Petersburg as a “window to the
West” underscored his ambition to integrate Russia into European political
and cultural spheres.

Military Might and Diplomatic Influence

A pivotal factor in the rise of the Russian empire was its growing military
strength. The empire’s armies evolved from feudal levies into a professional
force equipped with advanced weaponry and tactics.

Key Military Campaigns

- **The Great Northern War (1700–1721):** Under Peter the Great, Russia
defeated Sweden, gaining crucial territories along the Baltic Sea. This
victory secured Russia’s status as a dominant power in Northern Europe.
- **Russo-Turkish Wars:** Continuous conflicts with the Ottoman Empire
throughout the 18th century expanded Russia’s influence in the Black Sea
region.
- **Conquest of Central Asia:** In the 19th century, the empire extended its
reach into Central Asia, integrating diverse ethnic groups and expanding its
geopolitical footprint.

Diplomatic Strategy and Alliances

Russia also skillfully navigated European politics, forming alliances and
participating in coalitions that shaped the continent’s balance of power. Its
involvement in the Napoleonic Wars and later the Congress of Vienna showcased
Russia as a key player in maintaining continental stability.



Cultural and Economic Foundations of the Empire

While military and political factors were vital, the rise of the Russian
empire was also deeply connected to cultural and economic developments.

Cultural Synthesis and Identity

The empire was home to diverse peoples and religions, from Orthodox Slavs to
Muslim Tatars and Siberian indigenous groups. Over time, a Russian imperial
identity emerged that blended these influences, centered around Orthodox
Christianity and a shared sense of destiny. Literature, art, and architecture
flourished, with figures like Pushkin and Tolstoy shaping Russia’s cultural
legacy.

Economic Growth and Challenges

Agriculture remained the backbone of the empire’s economy, supported by a
vast peasant population. However, the empire also developed industries such
as mining, textiles, and later railroads, especially during the 19th century.
The Trans-Siberian Railway, completed in the early 20th century, symbolized
the empire’s integration and modernization efforts.

At the same time, serfdom presented significant social and economic problems,
limiting productivity and fueling unrest. The eventual abolition of serfdom
in 1861 was a critical reform aimed at addressing these challenges but also
exposed deeper tensions within Russian society.

Legacy of the Rise of the Russian Empire

The rise of the Russian empire is a testament to the country’s ability to
adapt, endure, and expand over centuries. From its early days as a collection
of rival principalities to a sprawling empire that spanned Europe and Asia,
Russia’s development was shaped by visionary rulers, military conquests, and
cultural synthesis.

This historical trajectory not only influenced Russia’s internal dynamics but
also left an indelible mark on global history, affecting diplomacy, trade,
and cultural exchanges. Today, understanding the empire’s rise helps
contextualize Russia’s modern ambitions and its role on the international
stage. It reveals a complex interplay between tradition and modernization,
isolation and integration, which continues to define the nation’s path
forward.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main factors that contributed to the



rise of the Russian Empire?

The rise of the Russian Empire was driven by territorial expansion,
centralization of power under rulers like Ivan the Terrible and Peter the
Great, military conquests, modernization efforts, and the establishment of a
strong autocratic government.

How did Peter the Great influence the growth of the
Russian Empire?

Peter the Great modernized the Russian military, government, and society by
introducing Western technologies and administrative reforms, expanding
Russian territory, and founding the city of St. Petersburg, which became the
new capital and a symbol of Russia’s emergence as a European power.

What role did territorial expansion play in the rise
of the Russian Empire?

Territorial expansion was crucial, as Russia steadily extended its borders
through conquest and colonization into Siberia, Central Asia, Eastern Europe,
and the Caucasus, increasing its resources, influence, and strategic depth.

How did the Russian Empire's rise affect its
relationships with neighboring European powers?

The rise of the Russian Empire altered the balance of power in Europe,
leading to conflicts and alliances with countries such as the Ottoman Empire,
Poland-Lithuania, Sweden, and later the Austro-Hungarian Empire, as Russia
sought to assert itself as a dominant regional power.

What was the significance of the Time of Troubles in
the rise of the Russian Empire?

The Time of Troubles was a period of political crisis and chaos in the early
17th century that ended with the establishment of the Romanov dynasty, which
provided political stability and initiated reforms that paved the way for
Russia’s imperial expansion.

How did the Russian Orthodox Church contribute to the
rise of the Russian Empire?

The Russian Orthodox Church played a significant role in unifying the Russian
people under a shared religious and cultural identity, supporting the
authority of the tsar, and legitimizing the autocratic rule that was
essential for the empire’s consolidation and expansion.

Additional Resources
**The Rise of the Russian Empire: A Historical and Strategic Overview**

Rise of the Russian Empire stands as one of the most compelling narratives in
world history, marked by rapid territorial expansion, political
consolidation, and cultural transformation. Spanning several centuries, this



ascent transformed a relatively modest principality into a vast empire that
played a critical role on the European and Asian stages. Understanding the
mechanisms behind this rise involves examining key figures, military
campaigns, administrative reforms, and geopolitical strategies that shaped
Russia's imperial identity.

The Foundations of Russian Expansion

The origins of the Russian Empire’s rise are deeply rooted in the medieval
period, particularly with the establishment of the Grand Duchy of Moscow in
the late 13th century. Moscow’s strategic location and political acumen
allowed it to gradually absorb neighboring principalities, especially after
the decline of the Mongol Golden Horde’s influence. This consolidation was
crucial for paving the way for centralized authority, which later monarchs
would build upon.

By the 16th century, under the reign of Ivan IV, known as Ivan the Terrible,
the Grand Duchy officially proclaimed itself the Tsardom of Russia. Ivan IV’s
military campaigns against the Khanates of Kazan and Astrakhan opened up vast
territories along the Volga River, marking the first significant wave of
territorial expansion. This period also introduced a more autocratic style of
governance, with the Tsar wielding absolute power—a feature that became
synonymous with Russian imperial rule.

Strategic Military Campaigns and Territorial Growth

The military dimension was indispensable to the rise of the Russian Empire.
Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, Russia engaged in a series of wars
that expanded its borders significantly:

Conquest of Siberia: Beginning in the late 16th century, Cossack
explorers and military detachments pushed eastward, annexing Siberian
territories. By the mid-17th century, Russian presence extended to the
Pacific Ocean, making it the largest contiguous land empire in history.

Wars with the Ottoman Empire and Sweden: Conflicts such as the Great
Northern War (1700–1721) against Sweden under Peter the Great secured
access to the Baltic Sea, vital for trade and naval power projection.

Expansion into the Caucasus and Central Asia: Throughout the 18th and
19th centuries, Russian forces moved southward, incorporating diverse
ethnic groups and strategic territories into the empire.

These military successes were not merely about land acquisition; they were
integral to establishing Russia as a major European power, influencing
regional politics and economics.

Political and Administrative Reforms



Underpinning the Empire

The rise of the Russian Empire was not only a military phenomenon but also a
product of sophisticated political and administrative reforms. The
transformation from a feudal collection of principalities into a centralized
empire required changes that enhanced governance efficiency and state
capacity.

Peter the Great and Westernization

Peter I, known as Peter the Great, was a pivotal figure in accelerating the
rise of the Russian Empire during the late 17th and early 18th centuries.
Recognizing the technological and administrative superiority of Western
European states, Peter initiated extensive reforms to modernize Russia’s
military, government, and society.

Key reforms included:

Modernizing the Russian army and navy along European lines, which
facilitated Russia’s emergence as a naval power.

Reforming the bureaucracy by introducing merit-based appointments and
dividing the empire into new administrative units.

Encouraging Western dress, education, and culture among the Russian
elite, fostering a more outward-looking imperial identity.

Founding St. Petersburg in 1703, which became the new capital and a
symbol of Russia’s European aspirations.

These changes not only strengthened the state internally but also enhanced
Russia’s international standing.

Catherine the Great and Enlightened Absolutism

Catherine II continued Peter’s legacy, promoting Enlightenment ideals while
expanding the empire further. Her reign saw:

Further territorial gains, including the annexation of Crimea and parts
of Poland.

Legal reforms aimed at codifying laws and improving governance.

Support for arts and sciences, which helped solidify a distinct Russian
imperial culture.

While Catherine’s reforms were progressive in rhetoric, they also reinforced
autocratic rule and the social hierarchy, which would later present
challenges for the empire’s stability.



Economic and Social Features Driving Imperial
Growth

The rise of the Russian Empire was underpinned by economic developments and
social structures that supported its vast ambitions. The empire’s economy was
primarily agrarian, relying heavily on serfdom, which tied peasants to the
land and nobility.

Economic Expansion and Challenges

Territorial expansion brought new resources and trade routes, but the empire
faced significant challenges:

Resource exploitation: Siberia’s fur trade and agricultural lands fueled
economic growth, yet infrastructure remained underdeveloped.

Trade routes: Access to the Baltic and Black Seas facilitated commerce
with Europe and Asia, though Russian industry lagged behind Western
counterparts.

Serfdom: While serfdom provided a labor base, it also limited economic
mobility and innovation, contributing to social tensions.

Despite these limitations, Russia became a major exporter of raw materials
and gradually diversified its economy by the 19th century.

Social Hierarchy and Imperial Governance

The rigid social hierarchy was a double-edged sword for the empire:

Nobility: The boyar class and nobility held vast privileges and lands,
serving as administrators and military officers.

Peasantry: The majority were serfs, whose conditions were often harsh
and oppressive.

Ethnic Diversity: The empire encompassed numerous ethnic groups and
religions, requiring complex governance strategies to maintain cohesion.

The social structure allowed for centralized control but also sowed seeds of
unrest, which would later influence revolutionary movements.

Geopolitical Impact and Legacy

The rise of the Russian Empire had profound implications for global
geopolitics. By the 18th century, Russia was recognized as one of the “Great



Powers” of Europe, engaging in diplomacy, alliances, and rivalries that
shaped continental dynamics.

Role in European Affairs

Russia’s military might and territorial expanse positioned it as a key player
in conflicts such as the Napoleonic Wars. Its intervention was decisive in
the defeat of Napoleon, cementing its status on the European stage.

Influence in Asia

The empire’s expansion into Central Asia and Siberia brought it into
contact—and sometimes conflict—with Chinese, Persian, and Ottoman empires.
Russian diplomacy and military campaigns in these regions extended its
influence deep into Asia, making it a bridge between Europe and the East.

Challenges of Imperial Administration

Managing such a vast and diverse empire presented ongoing challenges:

Ethnic nationalism and separatism among subject peoples.

Logistical difficulties in communication and governance across vast
distances.

Balancing modernization with traditional autocratic rule.

These factors shaped the trajectory of the empire well into the 19th and 20th
centuries.

The rise of the Russian Empire is a complex tapestry of military conquest,
political innovation, and cultural evolution. Its ascent from a regional
power to a global empire not only altered the course of Russian history but
also redefined the geopolitical landscape of Eurasia. As historians continue
to analyze this transformative period, the legacy of the empire’s rise
remains a subject of enduring fascination and critical study.
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  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire Saki, 2016-06-23 Unlike some
other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as
this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as
portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they
represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections
with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire Saki, 2022-11-24 When William
Came: A Story of London Under the Hohenzollerns is a novel written by the British author Saki (the
pseudonym of Hector Hugh Munro) and published in November 1913. It is set several years in what
was then the future, after a war between Germany and Great Britain in which the former won.
(Google)
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire Hector H. Munro, 2020-09-28
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire Saki, 2019-11-21 In The Rise of the
Russian Empire, Saki employs a satirical and incisive literary style to explore the complex
socio-political landscape of early Russian history. The text unfolds with a series of sharp
observations and whimsical narratives that highlight the contradictions of imperial ambition,
presenting a vivid tableau of the cultural and political forces that shaped a nation. Saki'Äôs wit and
dark humor serve to underscore themes of power, ambition, and folly, rooting the exploration in the
historical context of burgeoning nationalism and the intricate web of European politics during the
18th and 19th centuries. H.H. Munro, known by his pen name Saki, was deeply influenced by his
upbringing in a politically charged environment in late Victorian England, where debates about
imperialism, identity, and culture dominated intellectual discourse. This background imbued him
with a keen sense of irony and a unique perspective on the absurdities of human nature, inspiring
him to illuminate both the triumphs and tragedies of empires, particularly Russia'Äôs complex
journey towards power and influence. Readers are encouraged to delve into this captivating work
that offers not only a historical account but also a rich commentary on the human condition. The
Rise of the Russian Empire is essential for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the paradoxes
of empire and the nuanced interplay between history and narrative, all conveyed through Saki's
masterful prose.
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire Hector H. Munko, 2013-08-09
Hardcover reprint of the original 1900 edition - beautifully bound in brown cloth covers featuring
titles stamped in gold, 8vo - 6x9. No adjustments have been made to the original text, giving readers
the full antiquarian experience. For quality purposes, all text and images are printed as black and
white. This item is printed on demand. Book Information: Saki. The Rise Of The Russian Empire.
Indiana: Repressed Publishing LLC, 2012. Original Publishing: Saki. The Rise Of The Russian
Empire, . L.C. Page, 1900. Subject: Soviet Union, History
  rise of the russian empire: Rise of the Russian Empire Hector H. Munro, 2019
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire Hector Hugh Munro, 2020-03
With the exception of a translation of Rambaud's somewhat disjointed work, there is no detailed
history of Russia in the English language at all approaching modern standards. The reigns of Petr
the Great and of some of his successors down to the present day-a period covering only 200
years-have been minutely dealt with, but the earlier history of a nation with whom we are coming
ever closer into contact is to the English reader almost a blank. Whether the work now submitted
will adequately fill the gap remains to be seen; such is its object. The rule observed with regard to
the rendering of names of places and persons has been to follow the spelling of the country to which
they belong as closely as possible. The spelling of Russian words employed, and curiously distorted,
by English and other historians, has been brought back to its native forms. There is no satisfactory
reason, for instance, why the two final letters of boyarin should be dropped, or why they should
reappear tacked on to the equally Russian word Kreml. Moskva is scarcely recognisable in its
Anglicised form, and Kiev can only be rendered Kieff on a system which would radically disturb the
spelling of most English towns. A list of works consulted is appended, arranged somewhat in the



order in which they have been found useful, precedence being given to those which have been most
largely drawn upon. Hector Hugh Munro
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire H. H. Munro, 2017-10-10 The
Rise of the Russian EmpireBy H. H. Munro
  rise of the russian empire: Rise of the Russian Empire [to 1618]. E. H. Munro, 1900
  rise of the russian empire: The Russian Empire John Geddie, 1885
  rise of the russian empire: The History of the Russian Empire Saki, H. H. Munro,
2018-11-02 This eBook edition of The History of the Russian Empire has been formatted to the
highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. The Rise of the Russian Empire
is a historical study on Russian history, written by Hector H. Munro. The Book covers the period
from the 9th century and the dawn of Russian empire, to 17th century and the rise of the Romanov
dynasty.
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire 1870-1916 Saki, 2015-11-18
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains
as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  rise of the russian empire: The Empire of Russia John Stevens Cabot Abbott, 1872
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire (Illustrated Edition) Hector
H. Munro, 2014-09-01 First published in 1900 this history of Russia is by the author best-known for
his short stories written under the pen-name of Saki.
  rise of the russian empire: Teutonic Mythology (The Complete Three-Volume Edition) Viktor
Rydberg, 2022-12-10 Viktor Rydberg's Teutonic Mythology is a monumental three-volume
exploration of Northern European myths, encapsulating the vast tapestry of Teutonic traditions,
folklore, and spiritual beliefs. Rydberg employs a critical and comparative literary style, deftly
intertwining etymological analysis with narrative retellings that resonate with both historical
scholarship and poetic expression. The work stands as a seminal contribution to the study of
mythology, offering a comprehensive examination of gods, giants, and heroes that shaped the
cultural identity of the Germanic peoples while situating these figures within a broader
Indo-European mythological context. Rydberg, a Swedish poet, philosopher, and scholar, was deeply
influenced by the Romantic movement and its celebration of national heritage and folklore. His
dedication to reviving and cataloging the myths of his ancestors led him to write this exhaustive
study, in which he sought to reclaim and illuminate the spiritual legacy of the Teutonic past. His
academic rigor and passionate advocacy for cultural understanding reflect a broader yearning in the
19th century to reconnect with pre-Christian roots in contemporary society. Teutonic Mythology is
an essential read for anyone interested in the foundations of Western mythology and its echoes in
modern literature. Scholars, students, and enthusiasts alike will find Rydberg's rich narrative and
analytical insights invaluable as they embark on a journey through the enchanting and often complex
world of Teutonic myths.
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire - Primary Source Edition
Saki, 2014-02-11 This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have
occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that
were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this



work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print
as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We
appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy
this valuable book.
  rise of the russian empire: The History of the Russian Empire Saki, H. H. Munro, 2023-12-25
The History of the Russian Empire assembles an eclectic range of literary styles, from incisive satire
to poignant narrative, encapsulating the robust tapestry of Russian history. It takes readers on a
journey through the intricacies of an empire steeped in both glory and tumult. This anthology
showcases a diverse array of pieces, embodying the spirit of a nation that has undergone profound
transformation from autocracy to upheaval. Without attributing specific stories, the collection hints
at moments of dark wit and keen societal critique, echoing the vivid landscapes and complex
character studies that define the Russian literary canon. The collection benefits from the astute
editorial direction of noted storyteller Saki, also known as H. H. Munro, whose insight into satire
and psychology infuses the selections with a nuanced understanding of empire. The array of
contributors within the anthology captures the shifting sands of Russian identity through their
varied backgrounds and literary sensibilities. These authors offer a vibrant dialogue with historical,
cultural, and literary movements, interweaving personal and collective narratives that illuminate the
imperial tapestry. Readers are invited to probe the depths of this anthology, an invaluable resource
that melds diverse perspectives into a unified exploration of Russian imperial history. Through its
pages, one glimpses the vast spectrum of human experience—occasionally humorous, often
profound, and always thought-provoking. Educators, students, and admirers of literature alike will
find this collection a reservoir of insights and interpretations, fostering a deeper understanding of
both historical and contemporary contexts. A powerful testament to the enduring legacy of Russian
literature, this volume is essential for those seeking a comprehensive vista of creative expression
within a single, cohesive framework.
  rise of the russian empire: The Rise of the Russian Empire Igor Arien, 2025-07-08 The Rise of
the Russian Empire chronicles the transformation of Russia from a divided tsardom into a dominant
European empire during the pivotal reigns of Peter the Great and Empress Ekaterina II (Catherine
the Great). Spanning the late 17th to 18th centuries, this volume explores the military triumphs,
sweeping reforms, and strategic diplomacy that propelled Russia onto the world stage. From Peter's
modernization campaigns and victory at Poltava to Ekaterina's annexation of Crimea and
partitioning of Poland, the book captures the ambition, vision, and contradictions of two of history's
most consequential rulers. As Enlightenment ideals clashed with autocratic rule, Russia expanded its
borders, reshaped its identity, and asserted its influence in the era of revolutions and shifting
alliances. Through internal turmoil, cultural transformation, and bold imperial ambition, this is the
story of how Russia rose to claim its place among the great powers of Europe. Perfect for readers of
history, geopolitics, and empire-building, The Rise of the Russian Empire is the second volume in the
Russian Empire series.
  rise of the russian empire: The Extraordinary Rise of the Russian Empire Arthur C.
Hasiotis, Ph.D., 2018-02-22 The Extraordinary Rise of the Russian Empire By: Arthur C. Hasiotis,
Ph.D. “Political and cultural biases must not be allowed to misrepresent historical writings and an
accurate representation of the truth. Otherwise, generations of citizens and leaders will lack the
record and guidelines of what actually happened.” With this fundamental principle underlying the
effort, Arthur C. Hasiotis, Ph.D. gives us an impressive study of Russian history, from its beginnings
to the present day, emphasizing Russia’s relationship of confrontation and cooperation –
engagement and constraint – with the great Western powers. Challenging points in the standard
historiography, this book presents a powerful reinterpretation of important movements and events.
As such, it is far from a dry history, but dives into a number of topical controversies and key
geopolitical questions which will keep readers both piqued and informed. Comes with an extensive
subject-ordered bibliography and thorough panoply of documentation.
  rise of the russian empire: Bondage Alessandro Stanziani, 2015-11 For the first time, this



book provides the global history of labor in Central Eurasia, Russia, Europe, and the Indian Ocean
between the sixteenth and the twentieth centuries. It contests common views on free and unfree
labor, and compares the latter to many Western countries where wage conditions resembled those of
domestic servants. This gave rise to extreme forms of dependency in the colonies, not only under
slavery, but also afterwards in form of indentured labor in the Indian Ocean and obligatory labor in
Africa. Stanziani shows that unfree labor and forms of economic coercion were perfectly compatible
with market development and capitalism, proven by the consistent economic growth that took place
all over Eurasia between the seventeenth and the nineteenth centuries. This growth was labor
intensive: commercial expansion, transformations in agriculture, and the first industrial revolution
required more labor, not less. Finally, Stanziani demonstrates that this world did not collapse after
the French Revolution or the British industrial revolution, as is commonly assumed, but instead
between 1870 and 1914, with the second industrial revolution and the rise of the welfare state.
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