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Hand on Cheek Body Language: What It Really Means

Hand on cheek body language is a subtle yet powerful gesture that conveys a wealth of information in social
interactions. Whether you notice someone resting their cheek on their hand during a conversation or see this
gesture in a photograph, it’s worth understanding the various meanings behind it. This common nonverbal cue can
express everything from boredom and fatigue to deep contemplation or even flirtation. Let’s dive into the
nuances of hand on cheek body language and explore how to interpret this gesture accurately in different
contexts.

The Basics of Hand on Cheek Body Language

At its core, placing a hand on the cheek is a physical action that might seem simple but carries multiple layers
of meaning depending on the situation, facial expressions, and accompanying body language. It’s one of those
gestures that can be easily overlooked but often reveals a person’s true feelings or mental state more than
words do.

Why Do People Put Their Hand on Their Cheek?

People often rest their hand on their cheek when they are:

- **Thinking deeply:** This gesture can signal that someone is processing information or reflecting on a topic.
- **Feeling tired or lethargic:** When someone is physically or mentally drained, this posture can provide a
comforting support.
- **Bored or disinterested:** In social settings, it may indicate a lack of engagement or enthusiasm.
- **Feeling flirtatious or captivated:** Sometimes, the hand on cheek combined with eye contact can be a
subtle sign of attraction.
- **Experiencing discomfort or uncertainty:** It can act as a protective barrier or a self-soothing mechanism.

Understanding these different motivations requires paying attention to the broader context and other
nonverbal signals.

Reading the Context: How to Interpret Hand on Cheek Gestures

Body language rarely exists in isolation. To accurately decode the meaning behind a hand on cheek gesture, it’s
essential to observe accompanying cues such as facial expressions, eye movements, posture, and the
environment.

Hand on Cheek and Facial Expressions

The expression on the face dramatically influences the interpretation of the hand on cheek posture:

- **Neutral or relaxed face:** Might suggest daydreaming or casual thoughtfulness.
- **Frowning or furrowed brows:** Could indicate confusion, concern, or deep concentration.
- **Smiling or soft eyes:** Often linked to warmth, tenderness, or flirtation.
- **Yawning or droopy eyes:** Signals tiredness or boredom.

By pairing the hand on cheek with these facial cues, you can better understand whether someone is engaged, tired,



or emotionally invested.

Environmental and Situational Factors

The setting where the gesture occurs also shapes its meaning. For example:

- In a **classroom or meeting**, hand on cheek often signals boredom or fatigue.
- During a **romantic conversation**, it might be a sign of attraction or admiration.
- In a **stressful situation**, it could reveal anxiety or uncertainty.
- In **casual, relaxed environments**, it may simply mean someone is comfortable or lost in thought.

Psychological Insights Behind Hand on Cheek Body Language

From a psychological standpoint, the hand on cheek gesture can serve as a self-soothing behavior. Touching
the face or cheek area often helps people feel grounded and calm, especially when they are overwhelmed or
pondering complex ideas.

Self-Comfort and Emotional Regulation

When individuals place their hand on their cheek, they might be attempting to comfort themselves. This action
can slow down racing thoughts, reduce stress, or provide a sense of security. For example, during an intense
discussion or emotional moment, the hand on cheek gesture might be a subconscious attempt to regain
composure.

Indicators of Cognitive Processing

This gesture is frequently associated with cognitive activity. People often touch their face when they are
trying to solve problems, make decisions, or analyze information. It acts as a physical anchor during mental
exertion, helping the brain focus.

Hand on Cheek in Social and Romantic Contexts

Nonverbal cues play a critical role in how we communicate attraction and social interest, and hand on cheek is
no exception.

When Hand on Cheek Signals Flirtation

The hand on cheek gesture, combined with direct eye contact, a slight smile, or a tilted head, often conveys
flirtation or romantic interest. This posture subtly draws attention to the face, enhancing a person’s allure.
It’s a gentle way to express engagement and warmth without using words.

Recognizing Disinterest or Boredom

On the flip side, in social gatherings or meetings, if someone places their hand on their cheek with a blank stare



or a sigh, it might be a clear sign of disengagement. They could be waiting for the conversation to end or
looking for a way out. Observing this along with crossed arms or frequent glances at the clock can confirm
boredom.

Tips for Using and Reading Hand on Cheek Body Language

Understanding how to interpret or use hand on cheek gestures can enhance communication skills, whether in
personal relationships or professional environments.

Observe the whole picture: Don’t jump to conclusions based on this gesture alone. Combine it with other
body language signals.

Notice timing and frequency: A single hand on cheek moment might mean little, but repeated gestures can
indicate a consistent emotional state.

Use it intentionally: If you want to appear thoughtful or approachable, lightly resting your hand on
your cheek while listening can signal engagement.

Be mindful of cultural differences: Some cultures may interpret this gesture differently, so always
consider cultural context.

Common Misinterpretations and How to Avoid Them

One challenge with reading hand on cheek body language is its ambiguity. Without considering the entire
context, it’s easy to misunderstand what someone is feeling.

Don’t Assume Negativity

It’s tempting to think that hand on cheek equals boredom or disinterest, but it can just as well mean
contemplation or relaxation. Avoid labeling someone as disengaged without further evidence.

Look for Congruence

If the verbal message contradicts the hand on cheek gesture, trust the overall congruence. For example, if
someone says they are excited but frequently rests their cheek on their hand with a tired expression, they might
be masking their true feelings.

Body Language and Emotional Intelligence

Being attuned to subtle body language cues, like hand on cheek, enhances emotional intelligence—a key skill in
navigating social and professional relationships. Recognizing these signals allows for better empathy, improved
communication, and stronger connections.

By paying attention to this small but telling gesture, you gain insight into others’ inner experiences, helping you
respond more thoughtfully and effectively. Whether you notice it during a casual chat, a serious discussion,



or a romantic moment, hand on cheek body language offers a fascinating window into human emotion and
thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean when someone has their hand on their cheek during a
conversation?

When someone places their hand on their cheek during a conversation, it often indicates that they are thinking
deeply, feeling bored, or are slightly skeptical about what is being said.

Is hand on cheek body language a sign of boredom?

Yes, resting the hand on the cheek can be a subtle sign of boredom or disinterest, especially if accompanied by a
lack of eye contact or slouching posture.

Can placing a hand on the cheek indicate fatigue or tiredness?

Absolutely. People often rest their hand on their cheek when they are feeling tired or fatigued, as it provides
physical support to the head.

Does a hand on cheek gesture always indicate negative emotions?

No, the hand on cheek gesture can also indicate contemplation, relaxation, or even curiosity. Context and
other body language cues are important to interpret the meaning accurately.

How can I differentiate between boredom and deep thought when someone has
their hand on their cheek?

Look for additional signs: boredom often includes yawning, lack of eye contact, and fidgeting, whereas deep
thought is usually accompanied by focused eye contact and stillness.

Is hand on cheek body language culturally universal?

While some body language cues are universal, the meaning of hand on cheek can vary across cultures. It's
important to consider cultural context when interpreting this gesture.

What does it mean if someone touches their cheek lightly with their fingertips
during a meeting?

Lightly touching the cheek with fingertips can indicate that the person is evaluating information, showing
interest, or engaging in a subtle self-soothing gesture.

Can hand on cheek gestures be used strategically in communication?

Yes, some people use the hand on cheek gesture intentionally to appear thoughtful, approachable, or reflective
during conversations or presentations.

How does hand on cheek body language relate to self-comfort?

Resting a hand on the cheek can serve as a self-comforting action, helping individuals feel more secure or calm in



stressful or uncertain situations.

Additional Resources
Hand on Cheek Body Language: An In-Depth Analysis of Its Meaning and Contexts

hand on cheek body language is a subtle yet powerful nonverbal cue that often goes unnoticed in everyday
interactions. Whether during conversations, presentations, or casual encounters, this gesture can reveal a
wealth of information about a person’s internal state, emotions, or intentions. Understanding the nuances
behind the hand on cheek body language is essential for professionals in communication, psychology,
negotiation, and social dynamics, as it enhances the ability to interpret unspoken messages accurately.

Body language experts emphasize that nonverbal signals like the hand on cheek gesture play a critical role in
how we perceive and respond to others. Unlike overt verbal communication, these physical expressions can
convey skepticism, boredom, contemplation, or fatigue, depending on the context and accompanying cues. This
article explores the multiple interpretations of hand on cheek body language, its psychological underpinnings,
cultural variations, and practical implications in various settings.

Understanding the Nuances of Hand on Cheek Body Language

At its core, the hand on cheek gesture involves placing the palm or fingers against the side of the face,
typically near the jawline or temple. Though seemingly simple, this posture can carry diverse meanings. Research
in nonverbal communication suggests that context, accompanying facial expressions, and body posture
significantly influence how this gesture is interpreted.

One common association of the hand on cheek body language is with deep thought or contemplation. When
individuals rest their cheek on their hand while listening or reflecting, it often signals that they are processing
information or evaluating a situation critically. In this sense, the gesture is a physical manifestation of
cognitive engagement.

Conversely, the same gesture can indicate boredom or disinterest, especially if paired with a slouched posture,
drooping eyelids, or sighing. In social settings, a hand on cheek accompanied by a blank stare might reveal
disengagement or impatience, signaling to others that the individual is not fully attentive.

Psychological Perspectives and Emotional Indicators

From a psychological standpoint, the hand on cheek body language may also serve as a self-soothing
mechanism. Touching the face can provide comfort or reduce anxiety during stressful interactions. This is
consistent with the broader category of self-touch gestures, which people unconsciously use to regulate
emotions.

Moreover, the position of the hand and the nature of the touch can further refine the interpretation:

Light touch with fingertips: Often associated with curiosity or pondering.

Firm pressure against the cheek: May suggest frustration or fatigue.

Covering part of the face: Can imply embarrassment, insecurity, or a desire to hide emotions.

These subtle distinctions are crucial for professionals who rely on body language cues, such as therapists,



interviewers, or salespeople, to gain insights into a person’s true feelings.

Cultural and Social Contexts

It is important to recognize that the interpretation of hand on cheek body language can vary across cultures.
In some societies, touching the face may be considered rude or disrespectful, while in others, it is a common
gesture denoting thoughtfulness. For example, in Western cultures, resting the head on one’s hand is often linked
to boredom or daydreaming. Meanwhile, in certain East Asian contexts, the gesture might be less frequent or
carry different connotations.

Social context also plays a pivotal role. In professional environments, a hand on cheek may be perceived as a
sign of engagement or skepticism, depending on the situation. In casual conversations, it may simply indicate
relaxation or comfort.

Comparative Analysis: Hand on Cheek Versus Other Face-Related
Gestures

To fully grasp the implications of hand on cheek body language, it is useful to compare it with other common
facial gestures:

Chin Stroking: Often interpreted as a sign of critical thinking or evaluation, similar to hand on cheek but1.
more deliberate.

Face Covering: Typically conveys embarrassment, shame, or a desire to hide emotions, differing from the2.
more neutral or contemplative hand on cheek.

Touching the Nose: Sometimes associated with deception or uncertainty, contrasting with the reflective3.
nature of hand on cheek.

This comparative approach highlights that while hand on cheek can suggest contemplation, the exact meaning
depends on subtle factors such as touch intensity, facial expression, and situational cues.

Practical Applications in Communication and Negotiation

In business and negotiation settings, recognizing the hand on cheek body language can offer strategic
advantages. For instance, when a negotiator observes a counterpart resting their cheek on their hand with a
furrowed brow, it may indicate critical assessment or doubt, prompting a reassessment of the argument or
proposal.

Similarly, sales professionals can gauge customer interest by noting if the hand on cheek gesture is accompanied
by alert eye contact or signs of disengagement. Being attuned to these signals allows for timely adjustments in
approach.

In therapy or counseling, clients frequently use self-touch gestures, including hand on cheek, to manage
emotional discomfort. Therapists trained in body language interpretation can use these cues to better
understand unspoken feelings and tailor interventions accordingly.



Advantages and Limitations of Interpreting Hand on Cheek Body
Language

While the hand on cheek body language provides valuable insights, it is important to approach its
interpretation with caution. Overreliance on a single gesture without considering broader context can lead to
inaccurate conclusions.

Advantages include:

Offers nonverbal clues to a person’s mental or emotional state.

Enhances communication by providing feedback beyond words.

Useful in identifying moments of reflection, doubt, or disengagement.

Limitations involve:

Gesture meanings vary across individuals and cultures.

Can be ambiguous without supporting facial expressions or contextual information.

May be involuntary or habitual, reducing its interpretative value.

Therefore, professionals should integrate the observation of hand on cheek body language with other verbal
and nonverbal signals for a comprehensive understanding.

Hand on Cheek in Digital Communication Contexts

With the rise of digital interactions, such as video conferencing, reading body language cues like hand on cheek
has become both more challenging and more critical. Camera angles and screen resolution can obscure subtle
gestures, yet noticing such signals can still provide important insights into participants’ engagement or mood.

For example, a participant resting their cheek on their hand during a virtual meeting might suggest fatigue or
distraction, prompting facilitators to adjust the pace or content. Training to recognize these digital body
language cues is an emerging area of interest in remote work communication.

The hand on cheek body language remains a multifaceted gesture with diverse interpretations shaped by context,
culture, and individual differences. Its subtlety and prevalence make it an indispensable element in the toolkit of
anyone seeking to decode nonverbal communication effectively.

Hand On Cheek Body Language

Find other PDF articles:
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-032/files?trackid=NrW64-2000&title=applied-power-analysis-for-the
-behavioral-sciences-christopher-l-aberson.pdf

http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-040/pdf?docid=nnZ73-8068&title=hand-on-cheek-body-language.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-032/files?trackid=NrW64-2000&title=applied-power-analysis-for-the-behavioral-sciences-christopher-l-aberson.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-032/files?trackid=NrW64-2000&title=applied-power-analysis-for-the-behavioral-sciences-christopher-l-aberson.pdf


  hand on cheek body language: Body Language and Homeopathy Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-01-16 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  hand on cheek body language: Body Language For Dummies Elizabeth Kuhnke, 2012-03-05
Reveals how the human mind works, how to understand others and how to better represent oneself.
  hand on cheek body language: BODY LANGUAGE FOR SALES READ YOUR BUYER
SHIKHAR SINGH (THE ZENITH), �️ Master the Art of Observation: Learn to decode subtle cues in
your buyer's posture, facial expressions, and gestures. � Uncover Hidden Emotions: Identify genuine
interest, skepticism, or even outright rejection through non-verbal signals. � Build Instant Rapport:
Mirroring techniques and body language alignment to create a connection of trust. �️ Listen Beyond
the Words: Go beyond what your customer is telling you, and know what they really need to hear. �
Detect Deception: Recognize potential lies or half-truths by spotting inconsistencies between words
and body language. � Gain the Upper Hand: Use your body language to project confidence, build
credibility, and lead the conversation. � Close More Deals: Apply proven body language strategies to
influence decisions and ultimately boost your sales success.
  hand on cheek body language: Body Language Vijaya Kumar, 2012-02-01 Where actions
speak louder than words, body language emerges as a reliable and accurate means of interpreting
the thoughts and feelings of those around us. This book attempts to explore and define the
significance of various gestures and expressions that convey for more than mere words. It offers
guidelines on how to modify one's own behaviour, read the body language signals in others and use
the body to communicate effectively.
  hand on cheek body language: Body Language in Business A. Furnham, E. Petrova,
2010-05-13 This innovative new work clarifies the misconceptions around body language while
providing a scientific approach to understanding non-verbal communication at work. The authors
explain why it is so important to understand body language in business, combining hard research
evidence with unambiguous tips and practical applications.
  hand on cheek body language: Body - Language - Communication. Volume 1 Cornelia Müller,
Alan Cienki, Ellen Fricke, Silva Ladewig, David McNeill, Sedinha Tessendorf, 2013-10-14 Volume I of
the handbook presents contemporary, multidisciplinary, historical, theoretical, and methodological
aspects of how body movements relate to language. It documents how leading scholars from
differenct disciplinary backgrounds conceptualize and analyze this complex relationship. Five
chapters and a total of 72 articles, present current and past approaches, including multidisciplinary
methods of analysis. The chapters cover: I. How the body relates to language and communication:
Outlining the subject matter, II. Perspectives from different disciplines, III. Historical dimensions,
IV. Contemporary approaches, V. Methods. Authors include: Michael Arbib, Janet Bavelas, Marino
Bonaiuto, Paul Bouissac, Judee Burgoon, Martha Davis, Susan Duncan, Konrad Ehlich, Nick Enfield,
Pierre Feyereisen, Raymond W. Gibbs, Susan Goldin-Meadow, Uri Hadar, Adam Kendon, Antja
Kennedy, David McNeill, Lorenza Mondada, Fernando Poyatos, Klaus Scherer, Margret Selting,
Jürgen Streeck, Sherman Wilcox, Jeffrey Wollock, Jordan Zlatev.
  hand on cheek body language: Jury Selection, Body Language & the Visual Trial James
Rasicot, 1983
  hand on cheek body language: Body Language: Learn to Detect Signs of Attraction
(Become a Master of Detecting Lies Reading People and Spotting Predators) Miguel Teague,
This book focuses on actions and descriptions associated with parts of the body, divided into
categories from head to feet, along with plenty of examples. Also included are hints on how to avoid
overwriting, author intrusion, too many adverbs, and passive voice. In addition, you’ll learn how
similes and metaphors enhance a story, and as a bonus, you’ll get over 100 sentence starts freely
available for you to use in your work. Although aimed toward beginner to intermediate, more



experienced writers may also find it helpful. This book includes information on: · Body Language
Cues · Personality types: Identifying them and their motive. · Manipulator types and how to spot
them. · Spotting Lies · Facial Cues and Micro-expressions. · Words and How They Shape Reality: a
look into tone, speech patterns, and even how manipulators make requests. · Analyze Matters of the
Heart and Home Just imagine being the owner of your own destiny and shaping it as you like. You
will command people’s respect and authority and everyone will absolutely ADMIRE you and open
their hearts for you. There are no limits in your life, because deep inside yourself you know that
you’re always in control of every situation and can always get what YOU want from whom you want.
  hand on cheek body language: Sign Language Made Simple Karen Lewis, 1997-08-18 Sign
Language Made Simple will include five Parts: Part One: an introduction, how to use this book, a
brief history of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages,
including its use of non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.) Part Two:
Fingerspelling: the signing alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL
signs Part Three: Dictionary of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other
parts of speech-approx. 1,000 illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers,
where appropriate. Part Four: Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes
rudimentary sentences and lines from poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also,
grammatical aspects, word endings, tenses. Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and
jokes. Sign Language Made Simple will have over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and
more competitively priced than the competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
  hand on cheek body language: The Indian sign language, with notes of the gestures
taught deaf-mutes in our institutions William Philo Clark, 1885
  hand on cheek body language: The Indian Sign Language William Philo Clark, 1885 Under
orders from General Sheridan, Captain W. P. Clark spent over six years among the Plains Indians
and other tribes studying their sign language. In addition to an alphabetical cataloguing of signs,
Clark gives valuable background information on many tribes and their history and customs.
Considered the classic of its field, this book provides, entirely in prose form, how to speak the
language entirely through sign language, without one diagram provided.
  hand on cheek body language: Romeo and Juliet William Shakespeare, 2023-06-29 For this
updated critical edition of Romeo and Juliet, Hester Lees-Jeffries has written a completely new
introduction. It draws on recent research in theatre to set Romeo and Juliet in its mid-1590s context,
making connections with other plays by Shakespeare and other literature of the period, as well as
with the social and cultural contexts of the day, with discussions of London and Italy, dancing and
duelling, marriage, gender and sexuality. It includes detailed discussion of the play in performance
from the Restoration to the present day, with a particular focus on film (including global cinema),
music and dance, and also explores other adaptations and afterlives, including young-adult fiction.
The edition retains the commentary and Textual Analysis of the previous editor, G. Blakemore Evans;
the Textual Analysis is prefaced with a short note contextualising its conclusions in the light of more
recent research.
  hand on cheek body language: Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign
Language Scott K. Liddell, 2003-03-13 In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully
point toward things or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. This obligatory
part of fluent grammatical signing has no parallel in vocally produced languages. This book focuses
on American Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes served by these
directional signs. It guides the reader through ASL grammar, the different categories of directional
signs, the types of spatial representations signs are directed toward, how such spatial conceptions
can be represented in mental space theory, and the conceptual purposes served by these signs. The
book demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
meaning. These results also suggest that our concept of 'language' has been much too narrow and
that a more comprehensive look at vocally produced languages will reveal the same integration of
gestural, gradient, and symbolic elements.



  hand on cheek body language: Random House Webster's American Sign Language Dictionary
Elaine Costello, 2008 Provides illustrated instructions for thousands of vocabulary words in
American Sign Language.
  hand on cheek body language: American Sign Language Workbook Rochelle Barlow,
2020-07-28 The simple way to start learning American Sign Language This foundational workbook
makes it easy to get started with American Sign Language. Focusing on practical vocabulary and
basic grammar, this workbook is ideal for anyone trying to understand and speak ASL right away.
Across 30+ lessons, you'll be introduced to the essentials, including everyday vocabulary,
introductory phrases, and conversational basics. Everyday communication—Lessons are centered
around real-world situations, including greetings, emotions, family, work, travel, and health.
Easy-to-understand lessons—High-quality photos support the straightforward sign descriptions and
ensure accurate instruction. Practice makes perfect—Test your knowledge with a variety of
exercises, including matching, fill-in-the-blanks, and more. Lay the foundation for strong signing
skills with the simple exercises in this sign language workbook.
  hand on cheek body language: Random House Webster's Compact American Sign Language
Dictionary Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2008-06-10 The Random House Webster’s Compact American Sign
Language Dictionary is a treasury of over 4,500 signs for the novice and experienced user alike. It
includes complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations. There is also a subject index
for easy reference as well as alternate signs for the same meaning.
  hand on cheek body language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil
Lucas, 2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.
  hand on cheek body language: Universal Indian Sign Language of the Plains Indians of North
America William Tomkins, 1929
  hand on cheek body language: The Power of Body Language Tonya Reiman, 2008-03-01
Nationally renowned body language expert Tonya Reiman illuminates what until now has been a
gray area in interpersonal communication: harnessing the power of your nonverbal cues to get what
you want out of every aspect of life, from professional encounters to personal relationships. Unlike
other books on this fascinating topic, The Power of Body Language is your practical, personal
playbook for getting what you desire from others -- and zoning in on what others are saying to you
without words. Once you know the hidden meaning behind specific gestures, facial cues, stances,
and body movements, you will possess a sixth sense that can be a life-changing, career-saving,
trouble-shooting skill you will never leave home without! Learn how to: Take control of your own
secret signals Gain trust -- and detect untrustworthiness Ace a job interview Shake hands (the right
way) Make a dazzling first impression Exude confidence -- even when you're not feeling it Recognize
if someone is lying Understand why men and women speak a different language Read a face to know
a person's inner emotional state...and much more. In an insightful and engaging narrative, Tonya
Reiman analyzes all of the components of body language -- the languages of the face, the body, space
and touch, and sound. She shows you how to become a Master Communicator with The Reiman
Rapport Method, a surefire system for building an instant connection with anyone, in any situation.
And she shares the experiences of her clients, from executives to politicians to relationship seekers:
Learn from Cindy, a confident and ambitious manager who turned her career around by altering the
subconscious messages she was sending her male colleagues...and Peter, the wedding DJ whose
client list blossomed as soon as he practiced the art of social smiling! Peppered with photos and fun
facts, The Power of Body Language is as entertaining as it is instructive. Get the power to send and
receive the messages you want -- and never be left in the dark again.
  hand on cheek body language: A Phonological Grammar of Kenyan Sign Language Hope
E. Morgan, 2022-07-05 This grammar of Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) phonology adds to a sparse
literature on the units of categorical form in the world’s sign languages. At the same time, it brings
descriptive and theoretical research on sign language phonology into better alignment by
systematically evaluating current models of sign language phonology for each of the main



parameters – handshape, location, and movement – against the KSL data. This grammar also makes
a methodological contribution by using a unique dataset of KSL minimal pairs in the analysis,
demonstrating that minimal pairs are not as infrequent in sign languages as previously thought. The
main content of the book is found in five chapters on handshape, location, core articulatory
movement, manner of movement, and other distinctive features (e.g., orientation, mouth actions).
The book also contains two large appendices that document the phonological evidence for each of
the 44 handshapes and 37 locations. This book will be a key reference for descriptive and typological
studies of sign phonology, as well as a helpful resource for linguists interested in understanding the
similarities and differences between current models of sign phonology and identifying promising
avenues for future research.
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