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Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations: A Journey Through Time

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations stands as a remarkable testament to Turkey's rich and
diverse heritage, offering visitors an immersive glimpse into the ancient cultures that once thrived
across Anatolia. Nestled in the heart of Turkey’s capital, this museum is more than just a collection
of artifacts; it is a vibrant narrative of civilizations spanning millennia—from the Paleolithic era
through the Roman period. For history buffs, archaeology enthusiasts, or curious travelers, the
Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is an unmissable destination that brings the past vividly to
life.

The History and Setting of the Ankara Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations occupies a unique place both geographically and
historically. Housed within restored Ottoman-era buildings near Ankara Castle, the museum itself is
part of the city’s living history. The complex comprises two main buildings: the Mahmut Pasa Bazaar
and the Kursunlu Han, both carefully renovated to create an atmospheric environment that
complements the ancient treasures inside.

Originally opened in 1921, the museum was revamped and reopened in 1968 after extensive
restoration. Its location near the citadel provides stunning views of Ankara and situates the museum
at the crossroads of Turkey’s ancient and modern worlds. This blend of old and new perfectly
encapsulates the museum’s mission to preserve and showcase Anatolia’s archaeological wealth.

Exploring the Collection: Highlights of the Museum’s
Exhibits

One of the most captivating aspects of the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is its
comprehensive collection, which spans numerous epochs and cultures that shaped Anatolia’s history.

Artifacts from the Paleolithic to the Neolithic Age

The museum's earliest exhibits feature tools and relics from the Paleolithic and Neolithic periods,
shedding light on the lives of prehistoric Anatolians. Stone tools, early pottery, and figurines reveal
how humans adapted to their environment thousands of years ago. These artifacts not only highlight
technological progress but also offer insights into early spiritual and social practices.



The Hittite Civilization’s Impressive Legacy

Perhaps the most renowned section of the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is dedicated to
the Hittites, an ancient Anatolian people who flourished around 1600-1200 BCE. Visitors can marvel
at Hittite sculptures, cuneiform tablets, and intricate reliefs that depict gods, kings, and
mythological creatures. The museum’s extensive Hittite collection is invaluable for understanding
this influential empire, which played a critical role in shaping the region’s history.

Phrygian, Urartian, and Lydian Treasures

Beyond the Hittites, the museum also showcases artifacts from other significant Anatolian cultures
such as the Phrygians, Urartians, and Lydians. Each civilization left distinct marks, visible in burial
goods, ceramics, and metalwork. For example, the iconic Phrygian “Midas” treasures and Urartian
bronze artifacts tell stories of kingship, religion, and everyday life in ancient Anatolia.

Roman and Byzantine Artifacts

The museum's collection extends well into the classical and late antique periods, with Roman
statues, mosaics, and Byzantine-era religious icons. These exhibits illustrate the transformation of
Anatolia as it became integrated into larger empires and highlight the artistic and cultural
syncretism that emerged over centuries.

Visiting Tips to Make the Most of Your Experience

If you're planning a visit to the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, a few practical tips can
help you fully appreciate its rich offerings.

Plan Enough Time

Given the breadth and depth of the exhibits, allocating at least two to three hours will allow you to
explore the museum without rushing. The detailed descriptions and historical background for each
display are worth reading to gain a deeper understanding.

Guided Tours and Audio Guides

To enhance your experience, consider joining a guided tour or renting an audio guide. These options
provide valuable context and stories behind the artifacts, making the visit more engaging, especially
if you're unfamiliar with Anatolian history.



Visit the Museum Shop and Café

Don’t miss the museum shop, which offers a curated selection of books, replicas, and souvenirs
related to Anatolian civilizations. The on-site café is also a pleasant spot to relax and reflect on the
exhibits while enjoying traditional Turkish tea or coffee.

Check for Temporary Exhibitions and Events

The museum occasionally hosts temporary exhibitions, lectures, and cultural events that delve into
specific themes or archaeological discoveries. Checking the museum’s schedule before your visit
could provide an opportunity to experience something unique.

Why the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations
Matters

Beyond its function as a treasure trove of ancient artifacts, the Ankara Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations plays a crucial role in preserving Turkey’s cultural identity and promoting
archaeological research. By bringing together relics from various Anatolian cultures, the museum
helps visitors appreciate the region’s complex history and the interconnectedness of early
civilizations.

The museum also serves educational purposes, inspiring new generations to explore history and
archaeology. For locals and tourists alike, it offers a tangible connection to the past, making history
accessible and relevant.

The Museum in the Context of Ankara’s Cultural Scene

Situated in Turkey’s bustling capital, the museum is part of a larger cultural fabric that includes art
galleries, historical sites, and modern museums. Visiting the Ankara Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations can be perfectly combined with a trip to Ankara Castle, Atatiirk’s Mausoleum
(Anitkabir), or the Ethnography Museum, creating a well-rounded cultural itinerary.

How to Reach the Museum

Located in the Ulus district, the museum is easily accessible by public transport or taxi from central
Ankara. Its proximity to Ankara Castle also makes it a convenient stop while exploring the old town
area, which is rich with history and traditional Turkish architecture.



Final Thoughts on Experiencing Anatolia’s Past

Visiting the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is like stepping into a time machine that
transports you through thousands of years of Anatolian history. The museum’s thoughtfully curated
exhibits, combined with its historic setting, offer a captivating experience that educates and
inspires.

Whether you're fascinated by ancient empires like the Hittites, intrigued by prehistoric tools, or
simply eager to understand the roots of Anatolian culture, this museum provides a window into the
past that is both enlightening and enjoyable. For anyone traveling to Ankara, the museum is a
cultural gem that enriches your understanding of Turkey’s extraordinary heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations
located?

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is located in Ankara, the capital city of Turkey, near
the Ankara Castle.

What is the significance of the Ankara Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations?

The museum is significant for its extensive collection of artifacts representing the rich history and
diverse cultures of Anatolia from prehistoric times to the Ottoman period.

When was the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations
established?

The museum was established in 1921 and opened to the public in 1925.

What types of artifacts can be found in the Ankara Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations?

Visitors can find artifacts such as Hittite sculptures, Phrygian jewelry, Urartian artifacts, and items
from the Neolithic, Bronze, and Iron Ages.

Is the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations housed in a
historic building?

Yes, the museum is housed in the historic Ottoman-era Mahmut Pasha Bazaar and Bedesten
buildings, which were restored for museum use.



What are the museum's opening hours?

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is typically open from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Tuesday
through Sunday, and is closed on Mondays. However, hours may vary seasonally or due to special
circumstances.

Are guided tours available at the Ankara Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations?

Yes, the museum offers guided tours in several languages to help visitors better understand the
exhibits and the history of Anatolia.

Can visitors take photographs inside the Ankara Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations?

Photography policies may vary, but generally, non-flash photography is allowed in most parts of the
museum. Visitors should check specific rules upon arrival.

What makes the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations a
must-visit attraction in Ankara?

Its comprehensive collection of Anatolian artifacts, beautifully restored historic buildings, and
informative exhibitions make it a must-visit for history enthusiasts and tourists in Ankara.

Does the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations host
temporary exhibitions or events?

Yes, the museum occasionally hosts temporary exhibitions, educational programs, and cultural
events related to Anatolian history and archaeology.

Additional Resources

Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations: A Gateway to Turkey’s Ancient Heritage

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations stands as an unparalleled repository of Turkey’s rich
and diverse archaeological heritage. Located in the heart of Turkey’s capital, this museum offers a
comprehensive journey through millennia of Anatolian history, showcasing artifacts that span from
the Paleolithic era to the Byzantine period. Revered both nationally and internationally, the Ankara
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations has become an essential destination for historians, archaeologists,
and travelers seeking to understand the complex cultural fabric of Anatolia.

Historic and Architectural Significance

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations is uniquely housed within the historic Ottoman-era



Kursunlu Han and Mahmut Pasa Bazaar, two well-preserved structures that were meticulously
restored to accommodate the museum’s extensive collection. This architectural choice adds an
additional layer of history to the visitor experience, blending Ottoman architectural elements with
the prehistoric and ancient artifacts displayed inside.

Established in 1921 and officially opened in 1930, the museum was one of Turkey’s first attempts to
systematically preserve and exhibit artifacts that document the region’s vast history. Its founding
was part of a broader initiative to create a national identity grounded in Anatolia’s rich past,
following the establishment of the Turkish Republic. Today, the museum not only serves as a cultural
institution but also as a symbol of Turkey’s dedication to preserving its archaeological legacy.

Comprehensive Collection Overview

The museum's collection is notable for both its breadth and depth, featuring over 50,000 artifacts
that provide insight into Anatolia’s diverse civilizations. From the earliest human settlements to the
sophisticated societies of the Hittites, Phrygians, Urartians, and Lydians, the museum offers a
chronological narrative of Anatolian history.

Key highlights include:
e Paleolithic and Neolithic Artifacts: Tools, pottery, and figurines from early human
settlements such as Catalhoyik and Hacilar.

o Hittite Civilization: The museum houses an impressive array of Hittite tablets, sculptures,
and reliefs revealing the political and religious life of this Bronze Age empire.

e Phrygian and Urartian Finds: Artifacts such as the famous Midas Monument and intricate
metalwork provide insight into these Iron Age cultures.

« Roman and Byzantine Objects: Coins, mosaics, and everyday items that reflect the later
historical phases of Anatolia.

These collections are arranged in thematic and chronological order, allowing visitors to follow
Anatolia’s historical development in a coherent and educational manner.

Curatorial Approach and Educational Value

The Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations employs a curatorial strategy that emphasizes both
scientific accuracy and accessibility. Detailed labeling, bilingual descriptions, and interactive
displays help contextualize the artifacts for a diverse audience, ranging from scholarly researchers
to casual tourists. The museum also incorporates multimedia presentations to bring ancient
Anatolian life to the forefront, enriching the visitor experience.

Educational programs and workshops are a pivotal component of the museum's mission.



Collaborations with universities and cultural institutions facilitate ongoing research, while public
lectures and guided tours provide deeper engagement with Anatolia’s history. This educational focus
ensures that the museum remains a living institution that actively promotes cultural heritage
awareness.

Visitor Experience and Facilities

Visitors to the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations benefit from well-organized exhibition
spaces spread across multiple floors, each dedicated to distinct historical periods or archaeological
themes. The museum’s layout is intentionally designed to encourage exploration without
overwhelming, featuring clear pathways and rest areas.
Facilities include:

¢ A comprehensive bookstore offering scholarly publications and souvenirs related to Anatolian

archaeology.
e Cafeteria and seating areas for visitor comfort.

¢ Accessibility features for individuals with mobility challenges.

e Guided tours available in multiple languages.

The combination of thoughtful curation, informative signage, and visitor amenities makes the
museum an inviting space for prolonged engagement.

Comparative Importance Among Turkish Museums

When positioned alongside other prominent museums in Turkey, such as the Istanbul Archaeology
Museums or the Museum of Troy, the Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations holds a distinctive
place. Unlike museums concentrated primarily on classical or Ottoman artifacts, it focuses
extensively on Anatolia’s prehistoric and ancient ages. This specialization allows it to serve as a
central hub for scholars specializing in early Anatolian civilizations.

Moreover, its location in Ankara, the political center of Turkey, affords it a strategic status that
supports national cultural policies and heritage preservation efforts. The museum’s role transcends
mere exhibition; it is an active participant in archaeological research and cultural diplomacy.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths:



* Extensive and diverse collection: Spanning multiple historical periods, providing a holistic
view of Anatolian civilizations.

¢ Architectural ambiance: The historic Ottoman buildings enrich the cultural experience.

e Educational initiatives: Robust programming enhances public understanding and scholarly
research.

Limitations:

e Language barriers: Although bilingual, some specialized materials are predominantly in
Turkish, potentially limiting accessibility for international visitors.

e Exhibit space constraints: The historic buildings, while aesthetically valuable, impose
spatial limitations that can restrict exhibition expansion.

e Limited digital presence: Compared to some contemporary museums, the Ankara Museum
of Anatolian Civilizations could benefit from enhanced virtual tours and online collections to
reach a broader audience.

Preservation and Future Prospects

The museum’s commitment to preservation is evident not only in the care of its artifacts but also in
its proactive role in archaeological fieldwork across Anatolia. By collaborating with excavation teams
and academic institutions, it ensures that new discoveries are rapidly integrated into its collection
and exhibitions.

Looking forward, plans to digitize the collection and expand educational outreach are underway.
These initiatives aim to meet modern expectations for museum accessibility and engagement without
compromising the integrity of the physical exhibits.

Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilizations remains a cornerstone for understanding the deep

historical roots of Anatolia. For anyone interested in Turkey’s ancient past, it offers both a scholarly
resource and an inspiring cultural experience that bridges the millennia.
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ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: The Museum of Anatolian Civilisations Melih
Arslan, Okan Cinemre, Ulkii Devecioglu, 2013 This is a guide to the Classical collection on display at
the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations in Ankara. The author is the former director of the Museum.
The items are finds from Ankara and environs.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: The Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, 2013

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Museum of Anatolian Civilizations Raci
Temizer, 1969

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Anatolia Sharon
R. Steadman, Gregory McMahon, 2011-09-15 This title provides comprehensive overviews on
archaeological philological, linguistic, and historical issues at the forefront of Anatolian scholarship
in the 21st century.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: History of Humanity UNESCO, 1996-12-31 The
second volume covers the first two and a half thousand years of recorded history, from the start of
the Bronze Age 5,000 years ago to the beginnings of the Iron Age. Written by a team of over sixty
specialists, this volume includes a comprehensive bibliography and a detailed index.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Corpus of Hieroglyphic Luwian Inscriptions John
David Hawkins, 2024-05-06 Luwian and the closely related Hittite are the oldest known languages of
the Indo-European group. Luwian is written in two scripts: Cuneiform and its own Hieroglyphic,
which survives mostly on stone monuments collected from Turkey and Syria. The texts fall into two
main groups, those of the Hittite Empire (c. 1400-1200 B.C.), and those of the Iron Age (c. 1000-700
B.C.),with a transitional period (c. 1200-1000 B.C.). One of the editor’s principal research efforts has
been the establishment of reliable texts presented in facsimile copies and photographs. His
Inscriptions of the Iron Age were published as Vol. I in 2000, and the great Luwian-Phoenician
Bilingual in collaboration with Halet Cambel as Vol. IT in 1999. Vol. III will present the Inscriptions
of the Hittite Empire along with the newly discovered Iron Age inscriptions, thus completing the
whole corpus. It will then make available to the scholarly world the Luwian language in its
Hieroglyphic manifestation, which will be of importance to philologists and ancient historians alike.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art & Architecture:
Three-Volume Set Jonathan Bloom, Sheila Blair, 2009-05-14 The Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art
and Architecture deals with all aspects of Islamic art and architecture ranging from the Middle East
to Central Asia to Southeast Asia and Africa. The volumes cover all subject areas in Islamic art
including: artists, rulers, writers, architecture, ceramics, sculpture, metalwork, painting,
calligraphy, textiles, and more.The Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art and Architecture provides
unparalleled scope and depth on this rapidly growing area of interest. It offers fully updated articles
and bibliography as well as more than 500 plans, maps, diagrams, illustrations and colour
plates.Similar in scope and design to The Grove Encyclopedia of Decorative Arts, this three-volume
reference work contains articles of various lengths in alphabetical order. The shorter, more factual
articles (none shorter than 50 words) are combined with larger, multi-section articles tracing the
development of the art forms in various geographical locations.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Lydian Painted Pottery Abroad R. Giil
Gurtekin-Demir, 2021-10-15 This book is the first major study of Lydian material culture at Gordion
and also the first published monograph on Lydian painted pottery from any site excavation. Richly
illustrated, it provides a comprehensive definition and analysis of Lydian ceramics based on stylistic,
archaeological, and textual evidence, while thoroughly documenting the material's stratigraphic
contexts. The book situates the ceramic corpus within its broader Anatolian cultural context and
offers insights into the impact of Lydian cultural interfaces at Gordion. The Lydian pottery found at
Gordion was largely produced at centers other than Sardis, the Lydian royal capital, although
Sardian imports are also well attested and began to influence Gordion's material culture as early as
the 7th century BCE, if not before. Following the demise of the Lydian kingdom, a more limited
repertoire of Lydian ceramics demonstrably continued in use at Gordion into the Achaemenid
Persian period in the late 6th and 5th centuries BCE. The material was excavated by Professor




Rodney Young's team between 1950 and 1973 and is fully presented here for the first time. Ongoing
research in the decades following Young's excavations has led to a more refined understanding of
Gordion's archaeological contexts and chronology, and, consequently, we are now able to view the
Lydian ceramic corpus within a more secure stratigraphic framework than would have been the case
if the material had been published shortly after the excavations.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Turkey DK,
2014-05-01 The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Turkey is your indispensable guide to this beautiful
part of the world. The fully updated guide includes unique cutaways, floor plans, and reconstructions
of the must-see sites, plus street-by-street maps of all the fascinating cities and towns. This new-look
guide is also packed with photographs and illustrations leading you straight to the best attractions.
The uniquely visual DK Eyewitness Travel Guide will help you discover everything region-by-region,
from local festivals and markets to day trips around the countryside. Detailed listings will guide you
to the best hotels, restaurants, bars, and shops for all budgets, while detailed practical information
will help you to get around, whether by train, bus, or car. Plus, DK's excellent insider tips and
essential local information will help you explore every corner of Turkey effortlessly.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Turkey Suzanne
Swan, 2012-05-02 DK Eyewitness Turkey travel guide will lead you straight to the best attractions
this fast-changing country has on offer. Packed with photographs and illustrations discover Turkey
region by region; from the labyrinthine Grand Bazaar and Blue Mosque of Istanbul to the famous
Roman remains at Ephesus. The guide provides all the insider tips every visitor needs from the
invigorating outdoor activities on offer in the Black Sea area to shopping for carpets, with
comprehensive listings of the best hotels, resorts, restaurants, shops, and nightlife in each region for
all budgets. You'll find 3D cutaways and floorplans of all the must-see sites of all the major Turkish
cities and towns. DK Eyewitness Turkey explores the rich layers of culture, history, architecture and
art of this diverse country not forgetting the best scenic routes and the country's magnificent
bazaars, mosques and ruins. With up-to-date information on getting around by train, tram, bus, car
and foot and all the sights, beaches, markets and festivals listed town by town, DK Eyewitness
Turkey indispensable.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: A Research Guide to the Ancient World John M.
Weeks, Jason de Medeiros, 2014-11-25 The archaeological study of the ancient world has become
increasingly popular in recent years. A Research Guide to the Ancient World: Print and Electronic
Sources, is a partially annotated bibliography. The study of the ancient world is usually, although not
exclusively, considered a branch of the humanities, including archaeology, art history, languages,
literature, philosophy, and related cultural disciplines which consider the ancient cultures of the
Mediterranean world, and adjacent Egypt and southwestern Asia. Chronologically the ancient world
would extend from the beginning of the Bronze Age of ancient Greece (ca. 1000 BCE) to the fall of
the Western Roman Empire (ca. 500 CE). This book will close the traditional subject gap between
the humanities (Classical World; Egyptology) and the social sciences (anthropological archaeology;
Near East) in the study of the ancient world. This book is uniquely the only bibliographic resource
available for such holistic coverage. The volume consists of 17 chapters and seven appendixes,
arranged according to the traditional types of library research materials (bibliographies,
dictionaries, atlases, etc.). The appendixes are mostly subject specific, including graduate programs
in ancient studies, reports from significant archaeological sites, numismatics, and paleography and
writing systems. These extensive author and subject indexes help facilitate ease of use.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: The Cambridge Ancient History John
Boardman, 1984

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Hittite Landscape and Geography Mark
Weeden, Lee Z. Ullmann, 2022-05-20 In Hittite Landscape and Geography Mark Weeden and Lee
Ullmann have gathered 28 specialist authors to present an up-to-date account of research on the
Geography of Late Bronze Age Anatolia (second half of the second millennium BC) using information
both from cuneiform texts and from archaeological excavation and survey. The study of texts and



archaeology require different specialisms. This is the first time an attempt has been made to present
a co-ordinated monograph-length view of Hittite geography since 1959, and the first time that any
work has tried to balance archaeological and textual data for the same geographical areas. The
result is a foundational research tool which will put scholarship on Hittite Geography on a firm
footing for the future.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of
Ritual and Religion Timothy Insoll, 2011-10-28 The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of Ritual
and Religion provides a comprehensive overview by period and region of the relevant archaeological
material in relation to theory, methodology, definition, and practice. Although, as the title indicates,
the focus is upon archaeological investigations of ritual and religion, by necessity ideas and evidence
from other disciplines are also included, among them anthropology, ethnography, religious studies,
and history. The Handbook covers a global span - Africa, Asia, Australasia, Europe, and the Americas
- and reaches from the earliest prehistory (the Lower and Middle Palaeolithic) to modern times. In
addition, chapters focus upon relevant themes, ranging from landscape to death, from taboo to
water, from gender to rites of passage, from ritual to fasting and feasting. Written by over sixty
specialists, renowned in their respective fields, the Handbook presents the very best in current
scholarship, and will serve both as a comprehensive introduction to its subject and as a stimulus to
further research.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Clusters and Competitive Advantage 0. Oz,
2004-09-21 This book aims to clarify the link between geographic clustering and international
competitiveness in light of the Turkish experience, a subject that is high on the agendas of
researchers as well as policy makers and strategic planners. The key findings of the study are
discussed with respect to the recent debates on clusters to provide a full account of what the
Turkish experience, when looked from the viewpoint of the strategic management discipline, offers
to further intellectual thinking on clusters.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Historical Dictionary of Turkey Metin Heper,
Duygu Oztiirk, Nur Bilge Criss, 2018-05-23 The fourth edition of Historical Dictionary of Turkey
covers Ottoman Empire and the Republic of Turkey through a time span of more than six centuries.
It presents the basic characteristics of the two periods and traces the developments from an empire
to a state-nation, from tradition to modernity, from a sultanate to a republic, and from modest
country to a country that is already a regional power and further aspiring becoming a country to be
reckoned with. This is done through a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has over 900 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent
resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Turkey.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: The Gordion Wooden Objects, Volume 1 The
Furniture from Tumulus MM (2-vol. set) Elizabeth Simpson, 2010-12-15 The Furniture from Tumulus
MM, The Gordion Wooden Objects, volume 1, is a study of the furniture from the largest tomb at
Gordion, Turkey, excavated in 1957 by the University of Pennsylvania Museum. The tomb dates to
the eighth century BC and is thought to be the burial of the great Phrygian king Midas or his father.
The objects, initially misunderstood, are now identified as nine tables, two serving stands, two
stools, a chair, and an open log coffin. Three pieces are ornately carved and inlaid with religious
symbols and complex geometric motifs. The wooden objects from Gordion are now recognized as the
most important collection of well preserved wooden artifacts excavated from the Near East. Included
in this volume are new photographs, reconstruction drawings, and eight scientific/technical
appendices. Contributors include: Harry Alden, Burhan Aytug, Mary W. Ballard, Robert A.
Blanchette, Roland Cunningham, Laure Dussubieux, Patrick E. McGovern, Benjamin Held, Walter
Hopwood, Joseph Koles, Lynn E. Roller, Krysia Spirydowicz. ...this work goes well beyond a typical
site-specific object catalogue and makes important contributions to a wide range of scholarly fields,
both technical and conceptual, from textile and wood analysis to anthropological and religious
studies. Elizabeth P. Baughan, University of Richmond “The book succeeds in its main aims of



making available every scrap of information about the finds, and it illuminates form, techniques, and
function in a most convincing and stimulating manner.” Catherine M. Draycott, Courtauld Institute
of Art

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Phrygian Rock-Cut Shrines Susanne
Berndt-Ersoz, 2006-11-01 This volume explores the Iron Age Phrygian rock-cut monuments in
Anatolia and defines their role in religion. Among other features this book questions the traditional
view of the Mother goddess Kybele being the only Phrygian deity. A detailed analysis based on the
monuments provides new interpretations and aspects of Phrygian religion: the Mother goddess was
not alone, but rather accompanied by a Superior male god. For the first time all known Phrygian
rock-cut monuments are brought together in this useful corpus with plenty of illustrations. It is a
unique and significant contribution to the study of Phrygian religion and spatial conceptualization
and is useful for those interested in Anatolian culture and archaeology and classical religion and
archaeology.

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Turkey (English) , 2010

ankara museum of anatolian civilizations: Perspectives on the History of Ancient Near
Eastern Studies Agnes Garcia-Ventura, Lorenzo Verderame, 2021-03-03 The present volume collects
eighteen essays exploring the history of ancient Near Eastern studies. Combining diverse
approaches—synthetic and analytic, diachronic and transnational—this collection offers critical
reflections on the who, why, and how of this cluster of fields. How have political contexts determined
the conduct of research? How do academic agendas reflect larger social, economic, and cultural
interests? How have schools of thought and intellectual traditions configured, and sometimes
predetermined, the study of the ancient Near East? Contributions treating research during the Nazi
and fascist periods examine the interpenetration of academic work with politics, while contributions
dealing with specific national contexts disclose fresh perspectives on individual scholars as well as
the conditions and institutions in which they worked. Particular attention is given to scholarship in
countries such as Turkey, Portugal, Iran, China, and Spain, which have hitherto been marginal to
historiographic accounts of ancient Near Eastern studies. In addition to the editors, the contributors
are Selim Ferru Adali, Silvia Alaura, Isabel Almeida, Petr Charvat, Parsa Daneshmand, Eva von
Dassow, Hakan Erol, Sebastian Fink, Jakob Flygare, Pietro Giammellaro, Carlos Gongalves, Katrien
de Graef, Steven W. Holloway, Ahmed Fatima Kzzo, Changyu Liu, Patrick Maxime Michel, Emanuel
Pfoh, Jitka Sykorova, Ludék Vacin, and Jordi Vidal.
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