the prodigal god study guide

The Prodigal God Study Guide: Exploring Tim Keller’s Transformative Message

the prodigal god study guide offers a meaningful way to dive deeper into Tim Keller’s profound
exploration of grace, redemption, and God’s radical love. Whether you're leading a small group,
preparing for a sermon series, or simply seeking personal growth, this study guide helps unpack the
layers of Keller’s thought-provoking book, The Prodigal God. By engaging with the story of the
prodigal son in a fresh light, the guide encourages readers to reflect on their own spiritual journeys
and the nature of God’s invitation to restoration.

If you've encountered the parable of the prodigal son before, you might think you know the story
well. But Keller’s approach challenges traditional interpretations, focusing not just on the younger
son’s waywardness but also on the older son’s self-righteousness. This dual perspective opens up
rich discussions about sin, pride, and the radical grace that God extends to all people. Using the
study guide creatively can bring new insights and foster meaningful conversations about faith and
identity.

Understanding the Core Themes of The Prodigal God
Study Guide

The Prodigal God study guide centers around several key themes that Tim Keller highlights
throughout his book. These themes are essential for grasping the full impact of the parable and
applying its lessons to everyday life.

Redefining Sin and Grace

One of the most striking aspects of Keller’s interpretation is how he redefines sin—not just as blatant
wrongdoing but as a form of rebellion against God’s design for our lives. The study guide emphasizes
that both sons in the parable represent different types of sin: the younger son embodies obvious
rebellion, while the older son symbolizes self-righteousness and legalism. Recognizing these two
forms of sin helps readers understand the comprehensive nature of human brokenness.

The study guide encourages participants to reflect on their own lives and identify ways they might
relate to either son. This reflection is crucial because it reveals how grace is extended to all,
regardless of the kind of sin we struggle with. Keller’s message is clear: God’s love is radical,
inclusive, and transformative.

The Radical Love of the Father

At the heart of the parable is the father’s unexpected and extravagant love. The study guide
highlights how the father’s actions defy cultural expectations—running to greet the prodigal son,
throwing a lavish party, and refusing to condemn either child. This love represents God'’s grace,



which is given freely and abundantly, not based on merit.

Through guided questions and group discussions, the study guide helps readers internalize this
truth. It challenges people to consider how they might extend grace to others in their own lives and
how they respond to God’s grace personally.

How to Use The Prodigal God Study Guide Effectively

Whether you're a group leader or an individual reader, using the study guide strategically can
enhance your understanding and engagement with the book’s message.

Preparing for Each Session

The study guide is typically divided into sessions that correspond to chapters or themes in Keller’s
book. Preparing ahead of time by reading the assigned chapters and reviewing the discussion
questions will help you lead or participate more effectively. Taking notes on key verses, personal
reflections, and questions that arise can make discussions richer and more focused.

Engaging in Group Discussions

One of the greatest benefits of the study guide is how it fosters community and shared learning.
Group members can gain new perspectives by hearing how others interpret the parable and relate it
to their own lives. The guide often includes thought-provoking questions that encourage
vulnerability and honesty, which are essential for growth.

To maximize the effectiveness of group sessions, it’s important to create a safe and welcoming
environment. Encourage active listening, respectful dialogue, and openness to different viewpoints.
This approach allows the transformative power of the message to take root more deeply.

Applying Insights to Daily Life

The Prodigal God study guide isn’t just about intellectual understanding; it’s about practical
application. Many sections include challenges or action steps designed to help participants live out
the principles of grace and humility. For example, you might be encouraged to identify relationships
where you struggle to extend grace or to reflect on ways you seek to earn God'’s favor rather than
accept it freely.

By incorporating these applications into daily routines, readers can experience genuine
transformation and a closer walk with God. The study guide provides a helpful framework for this
ongoing spiritual journey.



Key Components of The Prodigal God Study Guide

To fully appreciate the value of the study guide, it’s helpful to know what components it typically
includes. Most versions feature a variety of tools designed to deepen understanding and encourage
interaction.

e Chapter Summaries: Concise overviews that highlight the main points and themes of each
chapter.

e Discussion Questions: Thoughtful prompts that invite reflection and group dialogue.
e Scripture References: Bible verses that support and illuminate Keller’s interpretation.
¢ Personal Reflection Sections: Spaces for journaling thoughts, prayers, and insights.

e Practical Application Ideas: Suggestions for living out the lessons learned in everyday
contexts.

These elements combine to create a comprehensive resource that can guide both personal study and
group exploration.

The Impact of The Prodigal God Study Guide on
Spiritual Growth

Many who have engaged with this study guide report a renewed understanding of God’s grace and a
deeper awareness of their own spiritual struggles. By confronting the uncomfortable truth that
everyone, in some way, embodies aspects of the prodigal sons, readers are invited to let go of
judgment and embrace compassion.

The study guide encourages spiritual maturity by helping believers move beyond simplistic notions
of sin and righteousness. It reveals the complexity of human nature and the all-encompassing nature
of God’s love, which can be a powerful catalyst for change.

Transforming Relationships Through Grace

Another significant outcome of working through The Prodigal God study guide is how it influences
interpersonal relationships. As participants grasp the depth of God’s grace, they often find
themselves more willing to forgive and extend kindness to others, even in difficult situations. This
shift can heal wounds and build stronger, more authentic connections within families, churches, and
communities.



Encouraging Humility and Self-Examination

The guide also fosters humility by prompting readers to examine their own hearts honestly.
Recognizing the pride of the older son alongside the rebellion of the younger son helps people see
that spiritual pride can be just as damaging as overt sin. This awareness opens the door to
repentance and a more genuine faith.

Additional Resources to Complement The Prodigal God
Study Guide

If you find yourself inspired by the study guide and want to explore further, there are several
additional resources that can enrich your experience:

e Tim Keller’'s Sermons: Many churches have recorded sermon series based on The Prodigal
God, which can provide audio or video insights.

e Small Group Facilitator Guides: These often include tips for leading discussions and
managing group dynamics.

e Online Forums and Communities: Joining online groups dedicated to Keller’s work can
connect you with others on the same journey.

¢ Related Books: Exploring Tim Keller’s other writings on grace and gospel themes can deepen
your theological understanding.

Utilizing these supplementary materials alongside the study guide can create a well-rounded and
engaging study experience.

The Prodigal God study guide serves as a valuable tool for anyone seeking to grasp the profound
message behind one of the most beloved parables in the Bible. By encouraging honest reflection,
fostering meaningful conversations, and inspiring practical application, it opens the door to a richer,
more grace-filled walk with God. Whether you approach it alone or with others, this guide offers a
pathway to encountering the prodigal God in a fresh and life-changing way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Prodigal God' study guide?

‘The Prodigal God' study guide centers on the theme of God's extravagant grace and love, exploring
the parable of the prodigal son to reveal how both the wayward son and the self-righteous elder are
in need of God's mercy.



Who is the author of 'The Prodigal God' and what is his
background?

The author of 'The Prodigal God' is Timothy Keller, a well-known pastor, theologian, and founder of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City. He is recognized for his ability to communicate
deep Christian truths in a contemporary and accessible way.

How does the study guide interpret the two sons in the parable
of the prodigal son?

The study guide highlights that both sons represent different ways people reject God: the younger
son through rebellion and the older son through self-righteousness. It emphasizes that both are
equally in need of God's grace.

What are some key discussion questions included in 'The
Prodigal God' study guide?

Key discussion questions include: 'How does the parable challenge our understanding of sin and
grace?', 'In what ways do we identify with the younger or older son?', and 'How can we extend grace
to others as God extends it to us?'

Is 'The Prodigal God' study guide suitable for individual or
group study?

'The Prodigal God' study guide is designed for both individual reflection and group discussion,
making it suitable for personal study, small groups, or church classes.

What is a unique insight from 'The Prodigal God' study guide
about God's love?

A unique insight is that God's love is not just for the obviously sinful but also for those who consider
themselves morally superior, challenging readers to rethink assumptions about who needs grace.

How long does it typically take to complete 'The Prodigal God'
study guide?

The study guide generally spans 6 to 8 weeks, with each session focusing on different aspects of the
parable and related theological concepts.

Does 'The Prodigal God' study guide include practical
application sections?

Yes, the study guide includes practical application sections that encourage participants to reflect on
their own lives and consider how to live out the gospel message in everyday relationships.



Where can I find or purchase 'The Prodigal God' study guide?

'The Prodigal God' study guide is available through various retailers including Christian bookstores,
online platforms like Amazon, and directly from the publisher's website.

Additional Resources
The Prodigal God Study Guide: A Deep Dive into Redemption and Grace

the prodigal god study guide serves as a pivotal resource for individuals and groups seeking to
explore the profound theological themes presented in Timothy Keller’s transformative book, *The
Prodigal God*. This study guide is designed to facilitate a comprehensive understanding of the
parable of the prodigal son, reframed through Keller’s insightful interpretation that challenges
conventional Christian perspectives. By examining grace, repentance, and identity, the guide offers
readers a structured pathway to engage critically and spiritually with the text.

An In-depth Analysis of The Prodigal God Study Guide

The Prodigal God study guide functions as an educational tool that unpacks the layers of meaning
embedded in the biblical parable and Keller’s application of it to contemporary faith life. Unlike
traditional Bible study materials, this guide emphasizes the radical nature of grace and the
unexpected character of God as portrayed in the story. It moves beyond surface-level interpretations
to explore the counterintuitive message that both the wayward son and the so-called “righteous”
elder brother represent forms of rebellion against God.

One of the key strengths of the study guide lies in its ability to prompt reflective discussion. It
carefully balances theological exposition with practical questions, making it accessible for both
individual and group study contexts. The guide’s layout often includes chapter summaries, key verse

analyses, and probing questions that encourage readers to confront their assumptions about sin,
judgment, and forgiveness.

Structure and Content Features

A typical Prodigal God study guide is organized into sessions that correspond with the chapters of
Keller’s book, allowing for a methodical progression through the material. Each session usually
contains:
e Summary of key themes: Brief overviews that highlight the central ideas of each chapter.
e Scripture references: Passages from the Bible that underpin the theological arguments.

¢ Discussion questions: Open-ended prompts designed to cultivate thoughtful dialogue.

e Application challenges: Practical steps to help readers integrate insights into their daily



lives.

This structure ensures that the study guide is not merely academic but deeply practical, inviting
participants to internalize the message of grace in tangible ways.

Comparative Insights: The Prodigal God Study Guide vs. Other
Study Resources

When compared to other Christian study guides on parables or grace, the Prodigal God study guide
distinguishes itself through its emphasis on the unexpected role of the “elder brother” figure. Many
traditional guides focus predominantly on the prodigal son’s repentance and forgiveness. Keller’s
interpretation, and by extension the study guide, challenges readers to recognize that self-
righteousness and complacency can be equally estranging from God’s love.

This nuanced approach makes the study guide particularly valuable for mature Christian audiences
or those interested in a more sophisticated theological discourse. However, it may require
facilitators to have some background in biblical studies or theology to navigate complex themes
effectively.

Key Themes Explored in The Prodigal God Study Guide

Redefining Sin and Rebellion

The study guide delves into the dualistic portrayal of sin through the two sons in the parable. It
highlights how the younger son’s reckless abandonment of his inheritance symbolizes blatant
rebellion, while the elder son’s obedient yet resentful stance represents a subtler, but equally
serious, rejection of God'’s transformative grace.

The Nature of God’s Grace

Central to the guide’s discourse is the concept of grace as unmerited favor that transcends human
expectations. The study encourages readers to grapple with the idea that God’s love is not
contingent on moral success or failure but is extended freely to all, including those who deem
themselves “righteous.”

Identity and Belonging

Through reflective questions and scriptural insights, the guide addresses the theme of identity—how
individuals define themselves in relation to God and community. It challenges participants to



consider how both sons’ struggles mirror human experiences of alienation and acceptance.

Benefits and Limitations of Using The Prodigal God
Study Guide

The Prodigal God study guide offers several advantages for faith communities and individuals:

 Facilitates deep theological reflection: Encourages participants to rethink familiar
scriptures.

e Engages diverse audiences: Suitable for small groups, church classes, and personal
devotions.

* Promotes practical application: Connects biblical themes to real-life challenges and
spiritual growth.

On the other hand, some users might find the guide’s advanced theological concepts demanding
without supplemental teaching or guidance. Additionally, those seeking a strictly devotional or
simple narrative study may prefer more straightforward materials.

Enhancing Group Dynamics and Spiritual Growth

The study guide’s interactive elements foster community building by inviting participants to share
personal reflections and confront uncomfortable truths about their faith journeys. This dynamic can
lead to transformative discussions that deepen both individual spirituality and group cohesion.

Integrating The Prodigal God Study Guide into
Contemporary Christian Education

In an era where biblical literacy and theological engagement are often challenged, The Prodigal God
study guide stands out as a resource that bridges intellectual inquiry and heartfelt spirituality.
Churches and study leaders have incorporated it into curricula aimed at exploring grace in depth,
making it a valuable asset for discipleship programs.

Furthermore, the guide’s focus on identity and grace resonates with modern audiences grappling
with issues of acceptance, self-worth, and community belonging. Its capacity to illuminate the
parable’s relevance to contemporary life enhances its appeal in diverse cultural contexts.

The Prodigal God study guide, therefore, represents more than a mere companion to a bestselling
book—it is a catalyst for transformative encounters with one of Christianity’s most compelling
stories, challenging readers to reconsider what it means to receive and embody divine grace.
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the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2009-09-13 Two sons, one who kept the rules religiously and one who broke them all. One Father
who loved both lost sons beyond anything they could imagine. Discover how deep and far God's
grace goes in The Prodigal God The Prodigal God discussion guide will help you uncover,
personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and book. In six
captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller opens your eyes
to the powerful message of Jesus' best-known—and least understood—parable. The Prodigal God is a
revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every kind. Taking you
beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights from each
of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the
Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group discussion
and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus' parable in
your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely. Whether
you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see Christianity in a
whole new way. Session titles include the following: The Parable The People Around Jesus The Two
Lost Sons The Elder Brother The True Elder Brother The Feast of the Father Designed for use with
The Prodigal God DVD and book.

the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2009-07 In this six-session
small group Bible study, pastor and bestselling author Timothy Keller uses one of Jesus' best-loved
parables - the Prodigal Son - to illustrate the depth of God's love and how his grace extends into
some very unexpected places. Taking you beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son,
Keller helps you glean insights from each of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger
son, the moralistic elder son, and the Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll
explore questions for group discussion and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you
experience the truths of Jesus' parable in your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion,
but something else entirely. Whether you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will
challenge you to see Christianity in a whole new way. This Prodigal God Discussion Guide will help
you uncover, personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and book. In
six captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller opens your
eyes to the powerful message of Jesus' best known--and least understood--parable. The Prodigal God
is a revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every kind. This
Discussion Guide is designed for use together with The Prodigal God DVD and book (both sold
separately). Includes discussion questions for groups and individuals, suggested resources for
further reading, Scripture references, helpful notes for leaders, and much more. When used together
with the DVD this study provides users with practical tools that transform their faith. Session
include: 1. The Parable The People Around Jesus 2. The Two Lost Sons 3. The Elder Brother 4. The
True Elder Brother 5. The Feast of the Father

the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal God Discussion Guide with DVD Timothy Keller,
2013-05-11 In this six-session small group Bible study, pastor and bestselling author Timothy Keller
uses one of Jesus' best-loved parables - the Prodigal Son - to illustrate the depth of God's love and
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how his grace extends into some very unexpected places. Taking you beyond the traditional focus on
the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights from each of the characters in Jesus'
parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the Father who lavishes his love
on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group discussion and personal reflection, and
exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus' parable in your own life. The gospel is
neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely. Whether you're a devout believer or a
skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see Christianity in a whole new way. This Prodigal
God Discussion Guide will help you uncover, personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The
Prodigal God DVD and book. In six captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling
author Timothy Keller opens your eyes to the powerful message of Jesus' best known--and least
understood--parable. The Prodigal God is a revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical
love for sinners of every kind. This pack includes one Discussion Guide and one DVD. It includes
discussion questions for groups and individuals, suggested resources for further reading, Scripture
references, helpful notes for leaders, and much more. When used together, these tools provide users
with practical means to transform their faith. Session include: 1. The Parable The People Around
Jesus 2. The Two Lost Sons 3. The Elder Brother 4. The True Elder Brother 5. The Feast of the
Father

the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal God Study Guide with DVD Timothy J. Keller,
2011-02-23 Designed for use with The Prodigal God DVD by pastor and bestselling author Timothy
Keller, The Prodigal God Discussion Guide helps churches and small groups plumb the powerful
depths of Jesus' best-known parable to explore the story's characters---the younger son, the elder
son, and the Father whose lavish love exceeds what either son ever expected.

the prodigal god study guide: The Reason for God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2013-02-05 This discussion guide will help you learn how to dialogue with those who share common
doubts and objections to Christianity. In the video sessions (DVD/digital video sold separately),
Timothy Keller and six panelists hold candid and unscripted discussions about the broad scope of
people's discomforts with God, the Bible, and Christianity in general: Discussion 1: Is the Bible a
myth? Has science disproved Christianity? Discussion 2: Is there only one way to God? Are other
religions as valid? Discussion 3: Clashes with Christian morality and ethics - why are there so many
rules? Discussion 4: Why would God allow suffering and evil. Discussion 5: Injustice and hypocrisy in
the church. Discussion 6: Objections to God's wrath and judgement. The Reason for God small group
discussion guide can be used individually or in a group setting by anyone engaging with friends who
don't share his or her beliefs. For each discussion, the study guide includes: An opening thought on
the topic. A summary of the objection to the topic. Related Bible verses. Space for notetaking.
Questions for group discussion. In his New York Times bestselling book, The Reason for God,
Timothy Keller established himself as a modern-day C. S. Lewis who brings together faith and
intellect, theology and popular culture, modern-day objections and historic Christian beliefs. Using
literature, philosophy, and Scripture, Keller explores the truth and challenge of Christianity in this
six-session small group conversation starter. You and your group will be challenged to wrestle with
your friends' and neighbors' hardest questions and engage those questions in ways that will spark
honest, enriching, and humbling dialogue. Designed for use with Reason for God Video Study (sold
separately).

the prodigal god study guide: The Meaning of Marriage Study Guide Timothy Keller,
Kathy Keller, 2015-09-29 Timothy and Kathy Keller will show you a portrait of marriage as it's meant
to be according to the Bible...by first throwing out most of what we've been taught about love.
Modern culture would have you believe that everyone has a soul mate; that romance is the most
important part of a successful marriage; that marriage does not mean 'til death do us part, but
merely for as long as my needs are being met; and that when serious differences arise, divorce is the
best solution. But all of these modern-day assumptions miss what marriage is really about. In this
six-session video-based Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately), Timothy Keller, along with
Kathy, his wife of forty years, draws a profound portrait of marriage from the pages of Scripture that




neither idealizes nor rejects the institution but points us back to the relationship between God and
man. The result is a vision for marriage that is refreshingly frank and unsentimental, yet hopeful and
beautiful. This study is for anyone from singles to couples considering marriage to those who have
been married for any length of time. Sessions include: Service: Marriage Isn't about You Covenant:
Created to Make Promises Roles: Loving through Mutual Submission Singleness: Strengthening the
Spiritual Family Sex: The Act of Covenant Renewal Hope: Seeing the Great Horizon Designed for use
with The Meaning of Marriage Video Study (sold separately).

the prodigal god study guide: Jesus the King Study Guide Timothy Keller, 2015-02-23 In
this 9-session Bible study guide, Timothy Keller will help you and your group discover the most
influential man to ever walk the earth... Jesus. His story has been told in hundreds of different ways
for thousands of years. What more can be said about this man? Timothy Keller will help you and your
group to unlock new insights into the life of Jesus Christ as he explores how Jesus came as a king,
but a king who had to bear the greatest burden anyone ever has. Jesus the King Study Guide helps
you discover the life of Christ as told in the Gospel of Mark. Keller shows how the story of Jesus is at
once cosmic, historical, and personal, calling each of us to look anew at our relationship with God. It
is an unforgettable study of Jesus Christ, and one that will leave an indelible imprint on your group's
journey through the Gospel of Mark.

the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal Son Bible Study Guide John F. MacArthur,
2016-10-04 Two thousand years ago, Jesus told a simple story about a father and his two sons. This
tale stands out because it is a story about each of us and our struggle with sin. Whether we identify
with the rebellion of the younger son or the self-righteousness of the older brother, we all are in
need of our Father’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness. In this five-session video-based Bible study
(DVD/digital video sold separately), pastor and bestselling author John MacArthur provides
fascinating new insights into this parable as he takes you step-by-step through each part of the tale.
You will explore not only the shocking actions of the younger son in his rebellion but also the
coldhearted attitude of the older brother toward his family. You will find a reflection of yourself in
each of these two sons—and come to understand, in a fresh and new way, what God does to find you
where you are and bring you back to Him. The Prodigal Son Study Guide includes video discussion
questions, Bible exploration, and personal study and reflection materials for in-between sessions.
Sessions include: Parables: Unveiling God's Truth through Stories Repentance: Facing the Agony of
Being Lost Forgiveness: Experiencing Our Father's Love Pretense: Looking Good Isn't Good Enough
Grace: Receiving Our Most Amazing Gift Designed for use with The Prodigal Son Video Study
9780310081258 (sold separately).

the prodigal god study guide: Gospel in Life Study Guide Timothy Keller, 2013-02-05 Join
bestselling author and pastor Timothy Keller in an eight-week video Bible study on the gospel and
how to live it out in all aspects of life--from your community to the world at large. The Gospel in Life
study (DVD sold separately) begins with the city, your home now, the world that is. The final week
closes with the theme of the eternal city, your heavenly home, the world that is to come. Throughout
this eight-week ascent--from earthly work to the final revelation of grace--you'll learn how the gospel
can change your heart, your community, and how you can live as a disciple of Jesus Christ in this
world, right now, even as you look forward to the promise we have in him. Including discussion
questions, reflections on Scripture, and commitment prayers, The Gospel in Life study guide is
designed to help you and your group engage with and discuss the topics presented on the Gospel in
Life DVD. Sessions Include: City - The World That Is Heart - Three Ways to Live Idolatry - The Sin
Beneath Community - The Context for Change Witness - An Alternate City Work - Cultivating the
Garden Justice - A People for Others Eternity - The World That Is To Come Discover how grace really
does change everything. Designed for use with the Gospel in Life Video Study (sold separately).

the prodigal god study guide: A Study Guide for Joseph Ratzinger's (Pope Benedict XVI) Jesus
of Nazareth , 2008 This easy-to-use companion study guide helps the readers who approach Joseph
Ratinger/Pope Benedict's Jesus of Nazareth without the benefit of extensive theological or biblical
training. The goal is not to replace Benedict's book but to make it more accessible, more fruitful for




the average reader-whether lay, religious, priest or deacon Designed for individual study or for
group/parish discussion, this guide has the following features for each section and chapter of Jesus
of Nazareth: - a reader-friendly summary - an outline - a list of key terms - questions for
understanding, reflection, application and discussion - a section for readers to include their personal
reflections on the reading The guide also includes an ample introduction explaining the background
for understanding Pope Benedict's approach and how to use this guide as an easy-to-use glossary
that defines important terms and identifies key people discussed in Jesus of Nazareth.

the prodigal god study guide: Shaped by the Gospel Timothy Keller, 2016-03-15 It is easy to
assume that if we understand the gospel and preach it faithfully, our ministry will necessarily be
shaped by it—but this is not true. Many churches claim to be gospel-centered but do not have a
ministry that is shaped by, centered on, and empowered through the gospel. The implications of the
gospel have not yet worked their way into the fabric of how that church does ministry.
Gospel-centered ministry is more theologically driven than program driven. To pursue it, we must
spend time reflecting on the essence, the truths, and the very patterns of the gospel itself. The
gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely—a third way of relating to God
through grace. In Shaped by the Gospel, bestselling author and pastor Timothy Keller addresses
several current discussion and conflicts about the nature of the gospel and shows how faithful
preaching of the gospel leads to individual and corporate renewal. This new edition contains the first
section of Center Church in an easy-to-read format with new reflections and additional essays from
Timothy Keller and several other contributors.

the prodigal god study guide: Gospel Renewal Timothy Keller, 2013-09-03 It is quite easy to
assume that if we understand the gospel accurately and preach it faithfully, our ministry will
necessarily be shaped by it—but this is not true. Many churches subscribe to gospel doctrines but do
not have a ministry that is shaped by, centered on, and empowered through the gospel. Its
implications have not yet worked their way into the fabric of how the church actually does ministry.
These churches’ theological vision has likely arisen from something other than sustained reflection
on the gospel. Gospel-centered ministry is more theologically driven than program driven. To pursue
it, we must spend time reflecting on the essence, the truths, and the very patterns of the gospel
itself. This eBook contains the second part of Center Church, “Gospel Renewal.”In it, Keller reflects
on the history and patterns of revival—how individual and corporate gospel renewal occurs—and
what happens as a result.

the prodigal god study guide: Bible Study; The Complete Guide to the Bible ; Bible
Study Guide Daniel Flowers-phd, Aaron Lehman-phd, Elizabeth Grace Tecca-phd, Magdalena
Graber Yoder-phd, Corrine R. Thompson-phd, 2021-10-12 Bible Study; The Complete Guide to the
Bible ; Bible Study Guide Must-have for reading and studying God’s Holy Word. Take notes,Features
a powerful Resource Guide that links your Bible text with outstanding study Bibles, maps,
commentaries, and more for an in-depth Bible study experience. Start a Bible reading plan and track
your progress as you read through Scripture. Our unique split window allows you to create your own
customized parallel Bible to easily compare Bible translations

the prodigal god study guide: The Complete Guide to the Bible ; Bible Study Guide
Karen Long-Phd, Richard Craig-Phd, Teresa Brown-Phd, Steven Rice-Phd, Ruth Daumen-Phd, Teresa
K. Gentry-Phd, 2021-10-12 A concise, easy-to-understand guide to God's Word-giving you a helpful
and memorable overview of all 66 books. Immerse yourself in the stories, prophecies, and messages
of the Bible and discover anew the awe-inspiring force, mercy, and healing power of God and Jesus
Christ. Graceful and inspiring, Bible Study for Beginners brings the reader back to the basics and
opens the way to a direct relationship with the living Word of God. The Complete Guide to the Bible
is a reliable, jargon-free handbook for average people who want to better understand the entire
Bible. Captivating writing along with beautifully designed and illustrated pages entice readers into
the book and keep them lingering throughout its pages.

the prodigal god study guide: A Tale of Two Sons Bible Study Guide John F. MacArthur,
2008-04-01 In The Tale of Two Sons Workbook, one of America's greatest Bible teachers takes



readers deeper into Luke 15 than they've ever been before, revealing insights into the culture of
Jesus' day and a surprise secret ending. The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) has been
preached in every pulpit and is known by many who read and cherish the Bible. It's so special
because it presents in clear and inspiring terms our struggle with sin, the need of our hearts to be
accepted and pursued, and the Father's inexhaustible mercy and love. But most Christians would say
that they've heard every sermon possible from this gem of scripture. That it has lost its luster. In The
Tale of Two Sons, one of America's most beloved pastors restores the brilliance of this passage for
the layperson, giving engrossing historical background and a surprise ending readers may have
never known.

the prodigal god study guide: Changing Natures - Study Guide ,

the prodigal god study guide: Tell Your Catholic Friend Leonardo De Chirico, 2025-05-20
We all have Catholic friends. The question is: Are we sharing the gospel with them? If we are, how
are we doing it? The Roman Catholic Church is the largest religious institution in the world with
approx. 1.3 billion Catholics world-wide. Although Roman Catholicism seems to be a single unified
belief system, not all Catholics believe the same things or act in the same way. Regardless, all
Roman Catholics feel connected to their church's traditions and rituals. Unfortunately, the church of
Rome does not hold the Bible as the highest authority or teach that salvation comes by faith alone.
Many Catholics might be baptized but may not be true believers according to the Bible. Therefore,
when we talk about Jesus and the gospel with our Catholic friends, it's crucial to understand their
beliefs and the key issues involved. The book will give answers to the following questions: Is Roman
Catholicism yet another denomination? Are Catholics born again? What gospel narratives and tips
can be used to share the gospel with Catholics? What are the FAQs in our gospel conversations? Tell
Your Catholic Friends will help you understand both Roman Catholicism and your Roman Catholic
friends better, encouraging you to share the gospel with them, and empowering you to do so in a
faithful, loving and appealing way.

the prodigal god study guide: A Portrait of Christ D. Patrick Ramsey, 2013-04-01 What is
Jesus like? What kind of a person is he? Is he emotional or stoic? Is he proud or humble? Is he aloof
or friendly? This book attempts to answer these types of questions. After demonstrating that Jesus is
the promised Christ and that he is both divine and human, this book examines Jesus' personal
characteristics as they are displayed in the four Gospels. The four Gospels are clearly not a typical
biography of Jesus. Nonetheless, they do provide an informative account of his life here on earth,
from which we can discover what he is like as a person.

the prodigal god study guide: The Meaning of Marriage Bible Study Guide plus Streaming
Video, Updated Edition Timothy Keller, Kathy Keller, 2025-08-19 Discover how marriage reflects
Jesus' love, grace, and power in life. Timothy Keller's The Meaning of Marriage draws a profound
portrait of marriage that neither idealizes nor rejects the institution but points us to the relationship
between God and mankind. The result is a vision for marriage that is refreshingly frank and
unsentimental—yet hopeful, beautiful, and relevant for thoughtful believers and nonbelievers alike.
In this six-session video study, Timothy Keller and his wife Kathy discuss practical wisdom for
marriages. This teachings are for anyone from singles, to couples considering marriage, to those
who are newly married or who have been married for a long time. This study guide includes:
Individual access to six streaming video sessions Group discussion questions Personal/couples study
for deeper reflection between sessions Marriage plan exercises Notes for group leaders Streaming
video access included. Access code subject to expiration after 12/31/2030. Code may be redeemed
only by the recipient of this package. Code may not be transferred or sold separately from this
package. Internet connection required. Eligible only on retail purchases inside the United States.
Void where prohibited, taxed, or restricted by law. Additional offer details inside.

the prodigal god study guide: Twelve Ordinary Men Workbook, Revised and Updated
John F. MacArthur, 2025-06-10 If Jesus Used These Men . . . He Can Also Use You They weren't
saints. They weren't scholars. They weren't even religious sages. What is most amazing about the
disciples is that Jesus ever selected them at all. Among them, a handful of common fishermen, a




hated tax collector, and an impulsive political zealot. The Twelve Ordinary Men Workbook brings
you face-to-face with the disciples as you've never seen them. You'll put yourself in their shoes. You'll
understand their doubts and hopes. And you'll hear the power of Jesus' words in a whole new way.
The message is clear. If Christ can accomplish His purposes through the lives of common men like
these, imagine what He has in store for you! Based on John MacArthur's bestselling book of the
same name, this revised and updated edition of the workbook includes biblical studies of each
disciple, thought-provoking questions, and life application assignments. Lessons include: The Men
Jesus Called: Outstandingly Ordinary Peter: The Unlikely Leader Andrew: The Apostle of Small
Things James: The Apostle of Passion John: The Apostle of Love Philip: The Bean Counter Nathanael:
The Guileless One Matthew and Thomas: The Tax Collector and the Twin James (the Less), Simon
(the Zealot), and Judas (not Iscariot): The Not-So-Well-Known Trio Judas: The Traitor
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