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unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic is more than just a phrase—it encapsulates a
profound, personal narrative that challenges the boundaries of faith, identity, and community. For
those unfamiliar, the Hasidic Jewish world is steeped in centuries-old traditions, strict religious
observance, and a tightly knit social fabric. To reject or step away from this lifestyle often invites not
only personal turmoil but also communal scandal. In this article, we’ll explore the layers behind this
powerful statement, unpack the cultural and religious contexts, and delve into what it means to
embrace an unorthodox path after leaving the Hasidic fold.

Understanding the Hasidic World and Its Traditions

The Hasidic community is one of the most insular and tradition-bound groups within Judaism.
Founded in the 18th century by Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov, Hasidism emphasizes mysticism, strict
adherence to Jewish law (Halacha), and a deep sense of community belonging. Members wear
distinctive clothing, follow rigorous religious practices, and generally live apart from mainstream
society to preserve their values and way of life.

This world is built on a foundation of respect for authority, both spiritual and familial. Any deviation,
especially one as significant as rejecting the Hasidic identity, is often seen as a betrayal or scandal.

The Role of Family and Community

In Hasidic circles, family and community are inseparable. Decisions about education, marriage, and
career are deeply communal affairs, often dictated by religious leaders and elders. Rejection of these
norms can lead to ostracism, severed ties, and social exile. This intense pressure makes the act of
leaving or questioning Hasidic life not just a personal choice but a communal crisis.

What Does "Unorthodox" Mean in This Context?

The term “unorthodox” can be interpreted in multiple ways. Literally, it means deviating from
established or traditional beliefs. When paired with "the scandalous rejection of my Hasidic," it
reflects the tension between individual freedom and communal expectations.

In popular culture, the Netflix series "Unorthodox" brought this term to the forefront by portraying a
young woman’s escape from a strict Hasidic community in Brooklyn. But beyond dramatization,
many real-life stories mirror this complex journey of self-discovery, rebellion, and the consequences
of breaking away.



Personal Identity vs. Communal Expectations

At the heart of the unorthodox rejection lies a struggle between personal identity and communal
identity. Many who leave the Hasidic world do so because their personal beliefs, aspirations, or
understanding of spirituality no longer align with the rigid frameworks they grew up in.

This clash often leads to an internal conflict—balancing respect for one’s roots with the desire for
personal authenticity.

The Scandalous Nature of Leaving Hasidism

Leaving any tight-knit religious group can be difficult, but the Hasidic community’s insularity
amplifies the impact. The scandal is not merely about faith but about loyalty, honor, and social order.

Why Is It Considered Scandalous?

1. **Betrayal of Faith:** Hasidic Judaism views leaving as turning one’s back on sacred traditions
and divine commandments.
2. **Social Disruption:** Families often face shame or even communal backlash when a member
leaves, impacting social dynamics and reputations.
3. **Fear of Assimilation:** There is a collective fear that leaving might lead individuals to adopt
secular lifestyles that contradict communal values.

This scandalous perception can result in shunning, psychological distress, and even legal battles
over child custody or financial support.

Challenges Faced by Those Who Reject Hasidic Life

Leaving a Hasidic community isn’t just about changing religious views; it’s about navigating an
entirely different world that often feels alien and overwhelming.

Practical and Emotional Struggles

- **Cultural Shock:** Transitioning from a secluded community to mainstream society involves
learning new social norms, technology, language (especially English fluency), and lifestyle habits.
- **Educational Gaps:** Many Hasidic schools focus heavily on religious studies, leaving secular
education underdeveloped. This can limit job opportunities and independence.
- **Isolation:** Rejecting one’s community often means losing family support, friendships, and a
sense of belonging.
- **Identity Crisis:** The tension between heritage and newfound freedom can lead to confusion and
emotional upheaval.



Support Systems for Ex-Hasidic Individuals

Thankfully, various organizations and networks have emerged to support those who leave Hasidic
life. They provide:

- Counseling and mental health support
- Educational resources to bridge knowledge gaps
- Housing and financial assistance
- Community-building opportunities with others who share similar experiences

These resources are vital to help individuals rebuild their lives and find new identities beyond their
Hasidic upbringing.

Why Some Choose the Unorthodox Path

The decision to reject Hasidic traditions is deeply personal and often arises from a combination of
factors.

Common Motivations

- **Desire for Intellectual Freedom:** Many feel constrained by the dogmatic interpretations of
scripture and yearn to explore spirituality or secular ideas on their own terms.
- **Gender Roles:** Hasidic communities often maintain strict gender roles and expectations, which
some find oppressive or limiting.
- **Exposure to the Outside World:** Access to the internet, education, or interactions with secular
society can spark curiosity and doubt.
- **Personal Trauma:** Experiences of abuse, mental health challenges, or intolerance within the
community can prompt individuals to seek a different life.

Lessons From "Unorthodox the Scandalous Rejection of
My Hasidic"

Exploring stories of rejection and transformation within the Hasidic context offers valuable insights
into broader themes of faith, identity, and resilience.

The Power of Choice: Even in the most insular environments, individuals seek autonomy over
their beliefs and lives.

Community vs. Individual: The tension between collective identity and personal freedom is a
universal human experience.

Rebuilding and Healing: Leaving a community can be painful but also a journey toward self-



discovery and healing.

For anyone encountering this topic, it’s important to approach it with empathy and an understanding
of the complexities involved. The scandalous rejection of Hasidic life is not merely a dramatic
headline but a lived reality filled with courage, hardship, and hope.

Embracing New Horizons Post-Hasidic Life

For those who have taken the unorthodox path, life after Hasidism opens up a world of
possibilities—but also requires intentional effort to adapt and thrive.

Steps Toward Integration and Growth

- **Continuing Education:** Many pursue GEDs, college degrees, or vocational training to build
sustainable careers.
- **Building a Support Network:** Finding friends, mentors, or groups who understand their
background can ease the transition.
- **Exploring New Spiritualities:** Some maintain a connection to Judaism in non-orthodox forms,
while others explore entirely different belief systems.
- **Self-Care and Therapy:** Addressing past traumas and developing emotional resilience is critical
for long-term well-being.

Each story is unique, but the common thread is the pursuit of authenticity and a life lived on one’s
own terms.

---

The narrative of unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic is a powerful reminder of
the complexities surrounding faith, identity, and community. It challenges us to look beyond
stereotypes and understand the human stories behind such profound decisions. Whether through
personal experience or empathetic curiosity, engaging with these stories enriches our understanding
of what it means to seek freedom in a world of tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of My Hasidic
Life' about?
It is a memoir that details the author's personal journey of leaving the ultra-Orthodox Hasidic
community, exploring themes of faith, freedom, and identity.



Who is the author of 'Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection
of My Hasidic Life'?
The memoir is written by Deborah Feldman, who shares her experiences growing up in and
eventually leaving the Hasidic community.

Why is 'Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of My Hasidic
Life' considered scandalous?
The book is considered scandalous because it openly discusses the challenges, restrictions, and
controversies of leaving a strict religious community, which is often a taboo subject within Hasidic
circles.

How has 'Unorthodox' influenced public perception of Hasidic
communities?
The memoir has brought greater awareness to the strict rules and limitations faced by members of
Hasidic communities, sparking conversations about religious freedom and women's rights.

Is 'Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of My Hasidic Life'
related to the Netflix series 'Unorthodox'?
Yes, the Netflix series 'Unorthodox' is inspired by Deborah Feldman's memoir and dramatizes her
experiences leaving the Hasidic community.

What themes are explored in 'Unorthodox: The Scandalous
Rejection of My Hasidic Life'?
The memoir explores themes such as personal freedom, faith, identity, oppression, and the struggle
to break away from an insular religious community.

Has 'Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of My Hasidic
Life' received any criticism?
Some members of the Hasidic community and critics argue that the book portrays the community in
a negative light and may not represent the experiences of all Hasidic Jews.

Where can I purchase or read 'Unorthodox: The Scandalous
Rejection of My Hasidic Life'?
The memoir is available for purchase on major book retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and also
available in libraries and digital eBook platforms.



Additional Resources
Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of My Hasidic World

unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic experience is a phrase that encapsulates a
deeply personal and culturally complex narrative. It highlights the struggles faced by individuals
who break away from the Hasidic Jewish community—a group known for its strict adherence to
tradition, religious law, and insular social structure. The story of rejection within this context is not
just about familial estrangement; it reflects broader tensions surrounding identity, faith, autonomy,
and the clash between modernity and orthodoxy. As the Netflix series "Unorthodox" propelled these
themes into mainstream conversation, the scandalous dimension of rejection within Hasidic circles
has garnered heightened attention, prompting a closer examination of what this rejection entails and
why it is so charged.

The Hasidic Community: Tradition and Insularity

To understand the scandalous rejection described in narratives like "unorthodox the scandalous
rejection of my hasidic," one must first appreciate the foundational characteristics of the Hasidic
community. Hasidism is a sect within Orthodox Judaism, emphasizing mysticism, piety, and strict
observance of Jewish law. The community tends to be tightly knit, with strong social cohesion based
on shared faith, customs, and language—primarily Yiddish.

This insularity creates a protective cultural bubble, where external influences are often viewed with
suspicion or outright hostility. The community’s social fabric relies heavily on conformity, making
deviation or dissent problematic. In this light, leaving the Hasidic world is not merely a personal
decision but a breach of communal norms, often perceived as betrayal.

Social and Familial Repercussions of Leaving

The scandalous rejection faced by those who leave the Hasidic community frequently manifests in
both emotional and practical terms. Families may sever ties, and former friends might distance
themselves to avoid communal backlash. This rejection is not merely social but institutional,
embedded in the community’s mechanisms for maintaining order and orthodoxy.

Former members often report:

Complete estrangement from parents, siblings, and extended family

Loss of community support networks essential for daily life

Emotional trauma stemming from feelings of abandonment and isolation

Challenges in adapting to secular society, including language barriers and lack of formal
education



The harshness of this rejection fuels the scandalous narrative, as it calls into question the balance
between religious adherence and individual freedom.

Unpacking "Unorthodox": The Cultural Phenomenon

The Netflix series "Unorthodox" has been pivotal in shedding light on the scandalous rejection
inherent in leaving the Hasidic world. Based on Deborah Feldman’s memoir, the show dramatizes
the protagonist’s flight from her ultra-Orthodox life in Brooklyn to the broader, secular world.

The series highlights several key features relevant to understanding the rejection faced:

Gender Roles and Expectations: The Hasidic community enforces rigid gender norms,
which can feel suffocating, particularly for women.

Educational Restrictions: Secular studies are often limited, leaving those who leave
unprepared for life outside the community.

Language and Cultural Barriers: Yiddish is the primary language, further isolating
members from mainstream society.

Psychological Impact: The trauma of rejection is compounded by the fear of divine
punishment and community condemnation.

The show's portrayal has sparked debate about the ethics of such rejection and the human cost of
maintaining rigid religious boundaries.

Comparative Perspectives: Other Ultra-Orthodox Communities

While the Hasidic community is unique, other ultra-Orthodox Jewish groups exhibit similar patterns
of rejection toward those who leave. For example, the Litvish and Yeshivish communities also have
strict codes that discourage deviation. Comparatively, the intensity and nature of rejection can vary,
influenced by community size, leadership structure, and geographic location.

In some cases, exit counseling organizations and support groups have emerged, offering assistance
to those facing rejection. These groups provide educational resources, mental health support, and
pathways toward integration into secular society. However, their existence also underscores the
persistent challenges faced by those rejected by their former communities.

The Psychological and Social Impact of Rejection

The scandalous nature of rejection within the Hasidic context extends beyond social ostracism to
profound psychological consequences. Studies on individuals leaving ultra-Orthodox communities



reveal elevated risks of depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder. The sudden loss of
identity anchors—family, faith, language—creates a void difficult to fill.

Moreover, practical challenges compound emotional distress:

Educational Deficits: Many ex-members have limited secular education, restricting
employment opportunities.

Housing and Financial Instability: Without familial support, many face homelessness or
poverty.

Legal Challenges: Issues such as custody battles and religious divorce (get) complications
often arise.

These factors highlight the need for nuanced understanding rather than simplistic characterizations
of "scandal."

Pros and Cons of Community Insularity

Exploring the reasons behind such stringent rejection involves balancing the pros and cons of
Hasidic insularity:

Pros:

Strong social support and identity preservation

Clear moral frameworks and community cohesion

Preservation of religious traditions and language

Cons:

Suppression of individual autonomy

Limited exposure to broader societal perspectives

Potential for emotional and social harm upon deviation

This duality explains why the rejection of those who leave is viewed as scandalous by outsiders, yet
as necessary by insiders.



Legal and Human Rights Dimensions

The rejection of individuals leaving Hasidic communities also raises significant legal and human
rights concerns. Issues such as freedom of religion, freedom of movement, and protection from
discrimination come into play. In some cases, courts have had to intervene in custody cases where
one parent’s departure from the community precipitates familial conflict.

Advocates argue for:

Greater legal protections for those ostracized

Access to secular education within ultra-Orthodox schools

Supportive social services for former members

Conversely, religious authorities emphasize the importance of communal autonomy and self-
governance, highlighting a tension between collective rights and individual freedoms.

The Role of Media and Public Perception

Media portrayals such as "Unorthodox" play a crucial role in shaping public understanding of the
scandalous rejection of Hasidic individuals. While they raise awareness, there is a risk of
oversimplification or sensationalism. It is essential to approach these stories with nuance,
recognizing the diversity within Hasidic communities and the complexity of personal experiences.

Balanced reporting can foster empathy and provoke constructive dialogue about how religious
communities navigate change and dissent.

The story encapsulated by unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic is more than a
singular narrative; it is emblematic of the broader challenges faced by individuals caught between
tradition and modernity. As society grapples with these issues, ongoing investigation and respectful
discourse remain vital.

Unorthodox The Scandalous Rejection Of My Hasidic
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2012-10-02 This book traces the author's upbringing in a Hasidic community in Brooklyn, describing
the strict rules that governed her life, arranged marriage at the age of seventeen, and the birth of
her son, which led to her plan to leave and forge her own path in life.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: A Companion to Multiethnic
Literature of the United States Gary Totten, 2023-12-27 Provides the most comprehensive
collection of scholarship on the multiethnic literature of the United States A Companion to the
Multiethnic Literature of the United States isthe first in-depth reference work dedicated to the
histories, genres, themes, cultural contexts, and new directions of American literature by authors of
varied ethnic backgrounds. Engaging multiethnic literature as a distinct field of study, this
unprecedented volume brings together a wide range of critical and theoretical approaches to offer
analyses of African American, Latinx, Native American, Asian American, Jewish American, and Arab
American literatures, among others. Chapters written by a diverse panel of leading contributors
explore how multiethnic texts represent racial, ethnic, and other identities, center the lives and work
of the marginalized and oppressed, facilitate empathy with the experiences of others, challenge
racism, sexism, homophobia, and other hateful rhetoric, and much more. Informed by recent and
leading-edge methodologies within the field, the Companion examines how theoretical approaches to
multiethnic literature such as cultural studies, queer studies, ecocriticism, diaspora studies, and
posthumanism inform literary scholarship, pedagogy, and curricula in the US and around the world.
Explores the national, international, and transnational contexts of US ethnic literature Addresses
how technology and digital access to archival materials are impacting the study, reception, and
writing of multiethnic literature Discusses how recent developments in critical theory impact the
reading and interpretation of multiethnic US literature Highlights significant themes and major
critical trends in genres including science fiction, drama and performance, literary nonfiction, and
poetry Includes coverage of multiethnic film, history, and culture as well as newer art forms such as
graphic narrative and hip-hop Considers various contexts in multiethnic literature such as politics
and activism, immigration and migration, and gender and sexuality A Companion to the Multiethnic
Literature of the United States is an invaluable resource for scholars, researchers, undergraduate
and graduate students, and general readers studying all aspects of the subject
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Politically Incorrect Essays by a
Concerned Activist Mia A Tréstrope, 2021-06-21 Politically Incorrect Essays by a Concerned Activist
introduces 9 of the most important reviews and essays by social critic, activist, and essayist Mia A
Tréstrope. Addressing the major political, social, religious, and philosophical issues of today, Mia A
Tréstrope confronts the topics most people would prefer to ignore or appease: Muslim terrorists,
homosexuality, religious hypocrisy, the false promises of science, and the rise of psychopaths and
sociopaths in our society. In keeping with the tradition of activism, Mia A Tréstrope refuses to
kowtow to political correctness and ploughs headlong into the truths that society has tried to cover
up for too long.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: A Fortress in Brooklyn Nathaniel
Deutsch, Michael Casper, 2021-05-11 The epic story of Hasidic Williamsburg, from the decline of
New York to the gentrification of Brooklyn A rich chronicle of the Satmar Hasidic community in
Williamsburg. . . . This expert account enlightens.—Publishers Weekly “One of the most creative and
iconoclastic works to have been written about Jews in the United States.”—Eliyahu Stern, Yale
University The Hasidic community in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn is famously one of the
most separatist, intensely religious, and politically savvy groups of people in the entire United
States. Less known is how the community survived in one of the toughest parts of New York City
during an era of steep decline, only to later resist and also participate in the unprecedented
gentrification of the neighborhood. Nathaniel Deutsch and Michael Casper unravel the fascinating
history of how a group of determined Holocaust survivors encountered, shaped, and sometimes
fiercely opposed the urban processes that transformed their gritty neighborhood, from white flight
and the construction of public housing to rising crime, divestment of city services, and, ultimately,
extreme gentrification. By showing how Williamsburg’s Hasidim rejected assimilation while still



undergoing distinctive forms of Americanization and racialization, Deutsch and Casper present both
a provocative counter-history of American Jewry and a novel look at how race, real estate, and
religion intersected in the creation of a quintessential, and yet deeply misunderstood, New York
neighborhood.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: TV Drama in the Multiplatform Era
Trisha Dunleavy, Elke Weissmann, 2024-01-16 This edited collection examines a new phase in the
creation of transnational high-end drama in television’s current multiplatform era. Fuelled by the
wider international exposure that internet distribution has brought to TV shows, this phase for
high-end drama is one of unprecedented budgets and costs, frequent transnational coproduction and
increased cultural diversification. While this drama continues to be facilitated by national
broadcasters, fuelling the above trio of influences upon it has been the commissioning activity of
multinational subscription-video-on-demand (SVoD) providers. This book showcases leading
examples of transnational TV drama, produced outside the US, yet involving collaboration with
US-owned SVoDs. It foregrounds some new potentials for drama creation in the context of its
strategic importance to providers as different as national broadcasters and multinational SVoDs.
This book helps to explain why today’s high-end dramas are demonstrating new elements of cultural
specificity despite their common objective to engage a diverse international audience.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Ladino on the Internet Carlos Yebra
López, 2024-12-20 Ladino on the Internet constitutes the first critical and systematic account
written in English on the online revitalisation of Ladino. This book conclusively demonstrates that
nowadays the global Ladino-speaking community connects first and foremost online, which calls for
a full, comprehensive examination of the web-based development of the Sephardic diaspora
(including that of Ladino) as a qualitatively different stage, termed ‘Sepharad 4’ in this monograph.
Drawing upon the methodological framework of Revivalistics and including a comparative analysis
with similar initiatives apropos Yiddish, this volume analyses case studies including YouTube digital
archives, social media platforms, language learning apps, online schools, and Ladino on Netflix, plus
on Web 3.0 platforms. This monograph will appeal to scholars and postgraduate students seeking to
familiarise themselves with the use of technological tools to further the revitalisation of endangered
languages such as Ladino. The Open Access version of this book, available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY)] 4.0 license.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: The Skeptic and the Rabbi Judy Gruen,
2025-07-30 As Judy Gruen walked down the aisle and into her Orthodox Jewish future, her bouquet
quivered in her shaky hand. Having grown up in the zeitgeist that proclaimed, If it feels good, do it,
was she really ready to live the life of rituals, rules, and restraints that the Torah prescribed? The
Skeptic and the Rabbi is a rare memoir with historical depth, spirituality, and intelligent humor.
Gruen speaks with refreshing honesty about what it means to remain authentic to yourself while
charting a new yet ancient spiritual path at odds with the surrounding culture, and writes touchingly
about her family, including her two sets of grandparents, who influenced her in wildly opposite
ways. As she navigates her new life with the man she loves and the faith she also loves—surviving
several awkward moments, including when the rabbi calls to tell her that she accidentally served
unkosher food to her Shabbat guests—Gruen brings the reader right along for the ride. Reading this
wry, bold and compelling memoir, you'll laugh, you'll cry, and when you're finished, you may also
have a sudden craving for chicken matzo ball soup—kosher, of course.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Jewish ideals of femininity and their
representation in "Unorthodox: The scandalous rejection of my Hasidic roots " , 2023-05-15
Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, grade: 1,0,
University of Cologne, language: English, abstract: This term paper discusses the representation of
Jewish ideals in the book Unorthodox that was written by Deborah Feldman and published in 2012.
The novel describes her experiences that range from her childhood to the beginning of her adult life
that she spent in a deeply religious Jewish community in Williamsburg in New York City. A crucial



aspect that rules her daily life in the Hasidic community are the strict gender-based laws that
separate male and female members into two groups with different tasks, rules and social
responsibilities. Deborah feels limited and imprisoned by the rules she has to follow as a woman in
her community. That is why her story can be viewed as one of finding freedom and independence in
an environment that discourages women to make up their own mind.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Hasidism David Biale, David Assaf,
Benjamin Brown, Uriel Gellman, Samuel Heilman, Moshe Rosman, Gadi Sagiv, Marcin Wodziński,
2020-04-14 A must-read book for understanding this vibrant and influential modern Jewish
movement Hasidism originated in southeastern Poland, in mystical circles centered on the figure of
Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, but it was only after his death in 1760 that a movement began to spread.
Today, Hasidism is witnessing a remarkable renaissance around the world. This book provides the
first comprehensive history of the pietistic movement that shaped modern Judaism. Written by an
international team of scholars, its unique blend of intellectual, religious, and social history
demonstrates that, far from being a throwback to the Middle Ages, Hasidism is a product of
modernity that forged its identity as a radical alternative to the secular world.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: "When men are unprepared and look
not for it" Brähler, Susan, Münderlein, Kerstin-Anja,
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: The Brooklyn Nobody Knows William
B. Helmreich, 2016-10-04 Mill Basin -- Sunset Park -- Borough Park -- Bay Ridge -- Dyker Heights --
Bensonhurst -- Bath Beach -- Gravesend -- Sheepshead Bay -- Gerritsen Beach -- Manhattan Beach --
Brighton Beach -- Coney Island -- Acknowledgments -- Appendix -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Index
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Multilingual Fiction Series Nahuel
Ribke, 2023-12-01 This book explores the emergence and development of multilingual fiction series,
a relatively new phenomenon propelled by the globalization of media industries and the
consolidation of streaming platforms as central vectors in the production and consumption of
audiovisual entertainment content. Through a detailed analysis of thriller, sitcom, and drama series,
the book proposes an original qualitative and quantitative research methodology for the study of
on-screen multilingual encounters, examining the relationship between multilingual speech and
genre conventions. The book covers fiction series beyond English-speaking countries: alongside
American productions, the analysis covers TV shows from Europe, Latin America, and the Middle
East region. This interdisciplinary and original volume will interest scholars and students in film
studies and media studies working on global media, as well as communication studies, television
studies, sociolinguistics, media and cultural industries, and translation studies.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: The New Jewish American Literary
Studies Victoria Aarons, 2019-04-18 Introduces readers to the new perspectives, approaches and
interpretive possibilities in Jewish American literature that emerged in the twenty-first Century.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: American Jewish Year Book 2012
Arnold Dashefsky, Ira Sheskin, 2012-12-09 The 2012 American Jewish Year Book, “The Annual
Record of American Jewish Civilization,” contains major chapters on Jewish secularism (Barry
Kosmin and Ariela Keysar), Canadian Jewry (Morton Weinfeld, David Koffman, and Randal Schnoor),
national affairs (Ethan Felson), Jewish communal affairs (Lawrence Grossman), Jewish population in
the United States (Ira Sheskin and Arnold Dashefsky), and World Jewish population (Sergio
DellaPergola). These chapters provide insight into major trends in the North American and world
Jewish community. The volume also acts as a resource for the American Jewish community and for
academics studying that community by supplying obituaries and lists of Jewish Federations, Jewish
Community Centers, national Jewish organizations, Jewish overnight camps, Jewish museums,
Holocaust museums, local and national Jewish periodicals, Jewish honorees, major recent events in
the American Jewish community, and academic journals, articles, websites, and books. The volume
should prove useful to social scientists and historians of the American Jewish community, Jewish
communal workers, the press, and others interested in American and Canadian Jews.​
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Off the Derech Ezra Cappell, Jessica



Lang, 2020-08-01 In recent years, many formerly ultra-Orthodox Jews have documented leaving
their communities in published stories, films, and memoirs. This movement is often identified as off
the derech (OTD), or off the path, with the idea that the path is paved by Jewish law, rituals, and
practices found within their birth communities. This volume tells the powerful stories of people
abandoning their religious communities and embarking on uncertain journeys toward new lives and
identities within mainstream society. Off the Derech is divided into two parts: stories and analysis.
The first includes original selections from contemporary American and global authors writing about
their OTD experiences. The second features chapters by scholars representing such diverse fields as
literature, history, sociology, psychology, anthropology, religion, and gender studies. The
interdisciplinary lenses provide a range of methodologies by which readers can better understand
this significant phenomenon within contemporary Jewish society.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Becoming Un-orthodox Lynn Davidman,
2015 Lynn Davidman offers an in-depth study of defectors from Orthodox Judaism, showing how they
negotiate the difficult passage away from their families and communities and reconstruct their
identities in new social contexts.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Monotheism and Fundamentalism
Rik Peels, 2024-05-09 This Element explores the relation between monotheism and fundamentalism.
It does so from both an empirical perspective and a more theoretical one that combines theological
and philosophical insights. The empirical part addresses how as a matter of fact, particularly
quantitively, monotheism and fundamentalism relate to one another. The more theoretical part
studies the relation between the two by considering the doctrine of God and the issue of exclusion,
theories of revelation, and ethics. Finally, the book considers whether monotheism has particular
resources that can be employed in mitigating the consequences of or even altogether preventing
fundamentalism. This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Sacred Encounter Lisa L. Grushcow,
2014-03-01 This wide-ranging anthology takes a close look at the breadth of human sexuality from a
Jewish perspective. The essays begin with a look at biblical and rabbinic views on sexuality, and then
proceed to explorations of sexuality at different moments in the life cycle, sexuality and the marital
model, diverse expressions of sexuality, examples of sexuality education, the nexus of sexuality and
theology, and the challenges of contemporary sexual ethics. The Sacred Encounter is a
thought-provoking and important Jewish resource. Perfect for personal study, or for high school or
adult classes. Published by CCAR Press, a division of the Central Conference of American Rabbis
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Jewish Literature Ilan Stavans, 2021
An in-depth, thorough exploration of modern Jewish literature from 1492 to the 21st century,
rotating around the concept of aterritoriality to appreciate the diasporic journey Jews have
embarked on across geographic and linguistic spheres from 1492 to the present. At the centre of it
are canonical figures like Franz Kafka, Isaac Babel, Bruno Schulz, Anne Frank, Martin Buber,
Hannah Arendt, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Saul Bellow, Philip Roth, Grace Paley, Jacobo Timerman,
Moacyr Scliar, and Susan Sontag. Unlike the output of other national literatures, Jewish literature
doesn't have a fixed address. As a result, its practitioners are at once insiders and outsiders--
  unorthodox the scandalous rejection of my hasidic: Combating Cult Mind Control: The
#1 Best-selling Guide to Protection, Rescue, and Recovery from Destructive Cults Steven
Hassan, PhD, 2015-03-28 This 2018 30th anniversary edition honors the 40th anniversary of the
tragedy in Jonestown, Guyana. On November 18th, 1978, over 900 people including a U.S.
congressman Leo Ryan died because of Cult Leader Jim Jones. Over 300 were children forced to
drink cyanide-laced Kool-Aid by their parents who believed they were doing God’s will. The
techniques of undue influence have evolved dramatically, and continue to do so. Today, a vast array
of methods exist to deceive, manipulate, and indoctrinate people into closed systems of obedience
and dependency. If you are reading this updated book for the first time, please know that you have
found a safe, respectful, compassionate place. This book can help you protect or regain your sanity,
freedom, and health. It can also help you protect others from the use of mind control techniques. In



this 30th anniversary volume you will find: • New stories of people who fell under the sway of cults
and other forms of undue influence but who were able to break free. • New information on the many
sophisticated ways that social media are now used for mind control. • Updates on the many types of
organizations that use mind control. • Information on the neuroscience behind mind control. • A look
at what legislators, courts, mental health professionals, and ordinary citizens can do to resist mind
control and make our world a safer place. Sadly, the essential information in this book is still not
widely known or understood. People around the world remain largely unprepared for the new
realities of mind control. But you are far from helpless. There is a great deal you can do to stay safe,
sane, and whole - and to help the people you care about to do the same. And if someone you love is
already part of a mind control group, there is much you can do to help them break free and rebuild
their life. This book will give you the tools you need. As you read this book, you will learn to develop,
use, and trust your critical thinking skills; your intuition; your bodily and emotional awareness; your
ability to ask the right questions; and your skill at doing quick, useful research. You will also learn to
create a healthy balance of openness and skepticism. As you will see, the entire process begins and
ends with discernment.
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