history of century boats

The Enduring Legacy: Exploring the History of Century Boats

history of century boats is a fascinating journey through nearly a century of
craftsmanship, innovation, and passion for boating. Century Boats have become
synonymous with quality, elegance, and performance on the water, earning a
special place in the hearts of boating enthusiasts across generations. To
truly appreciate what Century Boats represent today, it’s essential to dive
into their rich history, tracing how they evolved from humble beginnings into
a legendary brand recognized worldwide.

The Early Beginnings: How Century Boats Set
Sail

The story of Century Boats begins in 1926, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, when the
company was founded by James Ramage. Ramage was a skilled craftsman with a
vision to create boats that combined beauty and function. Right from the
start, Century differentiated itself by focusing on wooden boats,
meticulously handcrafted with attention to detail. This dedication to quality
quickly earned a loyal customer base.

In the early decades, wooden boats were the norm, and Century mastered the
art of wood craftsmanship. Their boats were not only sturdy and reliable but
also visually stunning, often featuring mahogany and other fine woods. These
early models were mostly runabouts and utility boats designed for fishing,
cruising, and water sports.

The Golden Age of Wooden Boats

The 1930s through the 1950s are often considered the golden age of wooden
boats, and Century was right at the heart of this era. Their iconic “Century
Resorter” model became a favorite among boating aficionados. These boats were
celebrated for their sleek lines, smooth handling, and luxurious finishes.

During this period, Century Boats also began to incorporate more powerful
engines, enhancing their performance. The company’s focus on innovation
didn’'t stop at aesthetics; they constantly refined hull designs to improve
speed and stability, which made Century boats popular for both leisure and
competitive use.



Transition to Fiberglass: A New Chapter in the
History of Century Boats

The 1960s brought significant changes to the boating industry, with
fiberglass emerging as the preferred material for boat construction. This
shift marked a pivotal moment in the history of Century Boats. Although
Century had built its reputation on wooden craftsmanship, the company wisely
embraced fiberglass technology to stay competitive and meet changing market
demands.

Why Fiberglass Changed Everything

Fiberglass offered several advantages over wood: it was lighter, required
less maintenance, and could be molded into more complex shapes. This allowed
boat manufacturers to experiment with new designs and produce boats more
efficiently. For Century, adopting fiberglass meant they could maintain their
high standards of quality while pushing the boundaries of performance and
style.

The transition was not without challenges. Century had to balance preserving
the classic aesthetics their customers loved with introducing modern
materials and production techniques. Over time, they succeeded in creating
fiberglass boats that retained the brand’s signature elegance and durability.

Century Boats in the Modern Era: Innovation
Meets Tradition

Fast forward to the late 20th and early 21st centuries, and Century Boats had
firmly established itself as a leader in the boating world. Their lineup
expanded to include a diverse range of models, from sport boats and fishing
boats to luxury cruisers. What remained constant was Century’s commitment to
craftsmanship and customer satisfaction.

Key Innovations and Design Features

Modern Century Boats incorporate advanced engineering and technology, such
as:

e High-performance hull designs that enhance speed and fuel efficiency

e Use of advanced composites and marine-grade materials for durability



e State-of-the-art propulsion systems, including outboard motors and
sterndrives

e Luxurious interiors with ergonomic seating and premium finishes

e Innovative safety features and navigation technology

These features demonstrate how Century continues to honor its heritage while
evolving to meet contemporary boating needs.

The Cultural Impact and Collectibility of
Century Boats

Understanding the history of Century Boats also means appreciating their
cultural significance. Vintage Century wooden boats are highly sought after
by collectors and restoration experts. Restoring one of these timeless

vessels is considered a labor of love, preserving a tangible piece of boating
history.

Why Century Boats Are Collector’s Items

Timeless Design: The classic lines and craftsmanship make them stand out
on any lake or marina.

Historical Significance: Owning a Century Boat is like owning a part of
the evolution of recreational boating in America.

Quality and Durability: Many wooden Century Boats from decades ago are
still seaworthy with proper care.

Community and Events: Enthusiasts gather at boat shows and regattas
celebrating classic boats, including Century models.

These factors contribute to the lasting appeal and value of Century Boats
within the boating community.

Tips for Enthusiasts Interested in Century



Boats

For those who are captivated by the history of Century Boats and are
considering owning or restoring one, here are some useful tips:

1. Research Thoroughly: Learn about the specific model year and features to
understand what makes your boat unique.

2. Inspect Carefully: Especially with older wooden boats, check for rot,
structural integrity, and the condition of the engine.

3. Find Reliable Restoration Experts: Preserving the original craftsmanship
requires skilled professionals familiar with classic boats.

4. Join Boating Clubs and Forums: Engaging with other Century Boat owners
can provide valuable insights and support.

5. Consider Maintenance Costs: Wooden boats often need more upkeep, so
budget accordingly.

These steps can help ensure your experience with a Century Boat is rewarding
and enjoyable.

The history of Century Boats is not just a tale of a manufacturing company
but a reflection of the broader evolution of boating culture in the United
States. From handcrafted wooden runabouts to sleek, modern fiberglass
vessels, Century has consistently delivered excellence. Their boats have
carried families, anglers, and adventurers across lakes and oceans, creating
memories that last a lifetime. Whether you're a seasoned boater or a newcomer
fascinated by nautical history, Century Boats offer a rich legacy worth
exploring and celebrating.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were Century Boats first established?

Century Boats were first established in 1926, originally known for producing
wooden fishing boats.

How did Century Boats contribute to the development
of fiberglass boats?

Century Boats were pioneers in the adoption of fiberglass technology in the
1950s, transitioning from wooden boats to more durable and lightweight



fiberglass models.

What role did Century Boats play during World War
II?

During World War II, Century Boats contributed by manufacturing military
boats and patrol vessels, supporting the war effort with their craftsmanship
and production capabilities.

How has the design of Century Boats evolved over the
decades?

Century Boats evolved from traditional wooden fishing boats to sleek, high-
performance recreational boats, incorporating modern materials, advanced
engineering, and stylish designs to meet changing consumer demands.

Who founded Century Boats and what was their
original vision?

Century Boats was founded by James and William Welch in 1926 with the vision
of building high-quality, reliable fishing boats that combined craftsmanship
with innovation.

What are some notable models in the history of
Century Boats?

Notable models include the Century Resorter, known for its classic wooden
design, and the Century Coronado, popular for its performance and style, both
reflecting key milestones in the brand's history.

Additional Resources

Century Boats: A Comprehensive Look into Their Storied Past

history of century boats traces back to the early 20th century, marking a
significant chapter in American maritime craftsmanship. Known for their
distinctive blend of luxury, performance, and timeless design, Century Boats
have carved out a niche in the boating world that continues to captivate
enthusiasts and collectors alike. This article delves deeply into the
evolution, milestones, and enduring appeal of Century Boats, providing a
professional and analytical perspective on one of the most respected boat
manufacturers in history.



The Origins and Early Years of Century Boats

Century Boats was founded in 1926 by John "Big John" K. Christman in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Originally named the "Century Boat Company," it emerged
during a period when recreational boating was gaining popularity among
America’s affluent class. The company quickly established a reputation for
producing high-quality wooden boats, primarily mahogany runabouts, that
combined superior craftsmanship with elegance.

During the 1930s and 1940s, Century Boats became synonymous with luxury and
performance. Their mahogany-hulled runabouts were favored for their sleek
lines and superior handling, making them a preferred choice for leisure
cruising and fishing on America’s lakes and coastal waters. The brand grew
steadily, adapting to both the economic challenges of the Great Depression
and the shifts in consumer tastes during the post-war boom.

Key Innovations and Design Philosophy

Century Boats distinguished themselves through a commitment to craftsmanship
and innovative design. The use of high-quality mahogany was not merely
aesthetic but functional; mahogany provided a lightweight yet durable hull
that enhanced speed and maneuverability. The company’s designers emphasized
clean, aerodynamic forms and ergonomic layouts, which contributed to the
boats’ reputation for both beauty and utility.

Technological advancements in the mid-20th century also influenced Century’s
product lines. The introduction of more powerful outboard and inboard engines
allowed for faster, more versatile boats. Century adapted by incorporating
these engines into their designs without compromising the balance and
elegance that defined their brand.

Expansion and Challenges in the Post-War Era

Following World War II, the recreational boating industry experienced
significant growth. Returning veterans and an expanding middle class
increased demand for leisure boats, prompting Century to expand its
offerings. The company diversified from strictly wooden boats to include
fiberglass models in the late 1950s and 1960s, responding to the emerging
trend favoring maintenance-free and more affordable materials.

This transition was not without challenges. Fiberglass construction required
different manufacturing techniques and design considerations. However,
Century Boats managed this shift effectively, maintaining their hallmark
quality and style. By combining modern materials with classic design
elements, Century sustained its market position even as the boating industry
became increasingly competitive.



The Impact of Fiberglass Technology

Fiberglass revolutionized boat building by offering benefits such as reduced
weight, lower maintenance, and increased durability. Century Boats integrated
these advantages while preserving their commitment to performance and
aesthetics. This period saw the introduction of new models that appealed to a
broader audience, including fishing boats and family cruisers.

The adoption of fiberglass also allowed for more innovative hull shapes and
configurations, enhancing stability and speed. Century’s ability to blend
traditional craftsmanship with modern materials became a defining trait that
helped the brand retain loyal customers and attract new ones.

Century Boats in the Modern Era

Today, Century Boats continues to be recognized for blending classic design
with contemporary technology. The company has expanded its product lineup to
include high-performance sport boats, fishing vessels, and luxury cruisers,
appealing to a diverse range of boating enthusiasts. Modern Century models
feature advanced materials, cutting-edge propulsion systems, and state-of-
the-art electronics, reflecting the brand’s evolution while honoring its
heritage.

Comparative Analysis: Century vs. Competitors

In assessing Century Boats relative to competitors such as Chris-Craft,
Rinker, and Sea Ray, several distinguishing features emerge:

e Heritage and Craftsmanship: Century’s legacy in wooden boat
craftsmanship is unparalleled, lending an authentic vintage appeal that
few competitors can match.

e Performance: Century boats are engineered for speed and handling, often
favored by anglers and sport boaters for their agility.

e Design Aesthetics: The brand’s signature blend of classic lines with
modern touches creates a timeless look.

e Material Innovation: Century’s early adoption of fiberglass set a
precedent for combining tradition with innovation.

e Market Positioning: While some competitors focus heavily on luxury or
family-oriented features, Century maintains a balanced approach that
appeals to both performance-driven and leisure-focused customers.



Notable Models and Their Features

Over the decades, Century Boats have produced several iconic models that
reflect the company’s design philosophy and technological advancements:

1. Century Arabian: A classic mahogany runabout renowned for its sleek
design and smooth ride, epitomizing the 1940s style.

2. Century Coronado: Introduced in the 1950s, this model marked the
transition to fiberglass construction and modern design elements.

3. Century Resorter: A versatile cruiser popular in the 1960s and 1970s,
known for comfort and family-friendly features.

4. Century 2300 CC: A contemporary center console fishing boat combining
high performance with practical amenities.

These models illustrate Century’s adaptability and commitment to meeting the
evolving needs of boaters.

Legacy and Collectibility of Century Boats

The history of Century Boats is not just a narrative of manufacturing but
also one of cultural significance. Vintage Century wooden boats are highly
sought after by collectors and restorers, prized for their craftsmanship and
historical value. The brand’s influence can be seen in boating culture, where
Century’s designs have set standards for quality and style.

Collectors often highlight:

e The rarity and authenticity of original mahogany models
e The meticulous restoration processes required to maintain wooden hulls

e The enduring performance characteristics that make vintage Century boats
not just showpieces but functional vessels

This enduring appreciation underscores the brand’s impact on the boating
community.



Challenges in Preservation and Restoration

Maintaining classic Century Boats involves considerable effort and expense.
Wooden hulls require regular maintenance to prevent rot and damage from the
elements. Restoration demands specialized skills to preserve original
features while ensuring safety and functionality. Despite these challenges,
the market for restored Century Boats remains robust, driven by enthusiasts
who value the blend of heritage and craftsmanship.

Future Directions for Century Boats

Looking ahead, Century Boats is positioned to continue its tradition of
innovation while honoring its storied past. Embracing advancements such as
eco-friendly propulsion systems, lightweight composite materials, and digital
navigation technologies could define the next chapter in the company’s
history. By balancing these modern trends with the timeless characteristics
that have defined the brand for nearly a century, Century Boats aims to
remain a respected and relevant name in the boating industry.

The history of Century Boats is a testament to enduring quality,
adaptability, and passion for maritime excellence. From handcrafted mahogany
runabouts to sophisticated modern vessels, Century’s journey reflects broader
trends in boat building and recreational boating culture—a narrative that
continues to unfold with each new generation of boaters.
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history of century boats: Classic Century Powerboats Paul Miklos Frank Miklos Trudi
Miklos, Century is a renowned manufacturer of runabout, utility, and water ski boats. Starting out in
Milwaukee in 1926, Century continues to be a leader in the powerboat industry today. This book
traces the company's humble beginnings to market prominence, focusing on the wooden-hulled
inboard and outboard boats built from 1930 to 1968. In the wood era, the company offered utilities,
triple cockpit speedboats, and streamlined runabouts that performed exceptionally well against the
competition.

history of century boats: The Growth of a Century: as Illustrated in the History of
Jefferson County, New York, from 1793 to 1894 John A. Haddock, 1894

history of century boats: My Century in History Thomas D. Clark, 2006-08-04 When Thomas
D. Clark was hired to teach history at the University of Kentucky in 1931, he began a career that
would span nearly three-quarters of a century and would profoundly change not only the history
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department and the university but the entire Commonwealth. His still-definitive History of Kentucky
(1937) was one of more than thirty books he would write or edit that dealt with Kentucky, the South,
and the American frontier. In addition to his wide scholarly contributions, Clark devoted his life to
the preservation of Kentucky's historical records. He began this crusade by collecting vast stores of
Kentucky's military records from the War of 1812, the Mexican War, and the Civil War. His efforts
resulted in the Commonwealth's first archival system and the subsequent creation of the Kentucky
Library and Archives, the University of Kentucky Special Collections and Archives, the Kentucky
Oral History Commission, the Kentucky History Center (recently named for him), and the University
Press of Kentucky. Born in 1903 on a cotton farm in Louisville, Mississippi, Thomas Dionysius Clark
would follow a long and winding path to find his life's passion in the study of history. He dropped out
of school after seventh grade to work first at a sawmill and then on a canal dredgeboat before
resuming his formal education. Clark's earliest memories—hearing about local lynch-mob violence
and witnessing the destruction of virgin forest—are an invaluable window into the national issues of
racial injustice and environmental depredation. In many ways, the story of Dr. Clark's life is the story
of America in the twentieth century. In My Century in History, Clark offers vivid memories of his
journey, both personal and academic, a journey that took him from Mississippi to Kentucky and
North Carolina, to leadership of the nation's major historical organizations, and to visiting
professorships in Austria, England, Greece, and India, as well as in universities throughout the
United States. An enormously popular public lecturer and teacher, he touched thousands of lives in
Kentucky and around the world. With his characteristic wit and insight, Clark now offers his many
admirers one final volume of history—his own.

history of century boats: A History of the Twentieth Century in 100 Maps Tim Bryars, Tom
Harper, 2014-10-22 The twentieth century was a golden age of mapmaking, an era of cartographic
boom. Maps proliferated and permeated almost every aspect of daily life, not only chronicling
geography and history but also charting and conveying myriad political and social agendas. Here
Tim Bryars and Tom Harper select one hundred maps from the millions printed, drawn, or otherwise
constructed during the twentieth century and recount through them a narrative of the century’s key
events and developments. As Bryars and Harper reveal, maps make ideal narrators, and the maps in
this book tell the story of the 1900s—which saw two world wars, the Great Depression, the Swinging
Sixties, the Cold War, feminism, leisure, and the Internet. Several of the maps have already gained
recognition for their historical significance—for example, Harry Beck’s iconic London Underground
map—but the majority of maps on these pages have rarely, if ever, been seen in print since they first
appeared. There are maps that were printed on handkerchiefs and on the endpapers of books; maps
that were used in advertising or propaganda; maps that were strictly official and those that were
entirely commercial; maps that were printed by the thousand, and highly specialist maps issued in
editions of just a few dozen; maps that were envisaged as permanent keepsakes of major events, and
maps that were relevant for a matter of hours or days. As much a pleasure to view as it is to read, A
History of the Twentieth Century in 100 Maps celebrates the visual variety of twentieth century
maps and the hilarious, shocking, or poignant narratives of the individuals and institutions caught up
in their production and use.

history of century boats: American Powerboats: The Great Lakes' Golden Years 1882-1984
James P. Barry, 2003

history of century boats: The Fisher Folk of Late Imperial and Modern China Xi He, David
Faure, 2016-01-13 Although most studies of rural society in China deal with land villages, in fact
very substantial numbers of Chinese people lived by the sea, on the rivers and the lakes. In land
villages, mostly given to farming, people lived in permanent houses, whereas on the margins of the
waterways many people lived in boats and sheds, and developed their own marked features, often
being viewed as pariahs by the rest of Chinese society. This book examines these boat and shed
living people. It takes an historical anthropological approach, combining research in official records
with investigations among surviving boat and shed living people, their oral traditions and their
personal records. Besides outlining the special features of the boat and shed living people, the book




considers why pressures over time drove many to move to land villages, and how boat and shed
living people were gradually marginalised, often losing their fishing rights to those who claimed
imperial connections. The book covers the subject from Ming and Qing times up to the present.

history of century boats: A History of the First Century of the Town of Parsonsfield,
Maine Jeremiah Wadleigh Dearborn, 1888

history of century boats: The Oxford Illustrated History of Medieval England Nigel Saul,
1997 This richly illustrated book provides a comprehensive introduction to medieval England.
Written by expert scholars and drawing on the latest research, it offers an authoritative survey of
the years from the departure of the Roman legions to the Battle of Bosworth. The middle ages were
a time of profound diversity and change. The main political themes are explored in three narrative
chapters, covering the Anglo-Saxon period, the Normans and Angevins, and the late middle ages.
Chapters on the social, cultural, and religious life of the period add context to the political and
institutional developments traced and cover topics as varied as the nature of national identity, urban
life, art and architecture, religious practice, and the development of vernacular literature. 180
illustrations, maps, family trees, a chronology, guide to further reading, and a full index make this an
indispensable guide to England in the middle ages.

history of century boats: History of the Nineteenth Century. For Schools William Francis
Collier, 1869

history of century boats: History of the City of New York: The century of national
independence, closing in 1880 Martha Joanna Lamb, Mrs. Burton Harrison, 1880

history of century boats: The age we live in: a history of the nineteenth century James Taylor,
1882

history of century boats: Steamboats & Cotton Economy Harry P. Owens, 1990

history of century boats: Boats and Boating in the Adirondacks Hallie E. Bond, 1998-08-01
Adirondack history is a tale written o~ the water. In the Adirondacks, people have traveled,
conducted warfare, hunted and fished, gone to church, proposed marriage, and driven logs in, on,
from, or by water. Without boats, small and large, Adirondack history—social, recreational,
commercial, and environmental—would be an affair entirely different from what we have come to
know. In this lavishly illustrated account, Hallie E. Bond presents a history of these boats—canoes,
sailboats, power launches, outboards, and the indigenous guideboat—that figure prominently in the
overall history of the Adirondacks. The pre-contact Indians paddled dugout and bark canoes; in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries these craft were joined by skiffs and bateaux. Between 1820
and World War II, a distinctive tradition of boat building developed, culminating in the famous
Adirondack guideboat. As the nineteenth century progressed, a variety of small, fresh water,
musclepowered boats was produced in the Adirondacks—an assemblage matched by only a few
places in the country. There were the canoes and the men that made them famous—John Henry
Rushton and Nessmuk—and the guideboats and their builders—H. Dwight Grant and Willard
Hanmer. In the early twentieth century, the development of the internal combustion engine
irrevocably changed not only boat use and design, but life and leisure in the Adirondacks. Bond
skillfully captures the whole panorama of boats and boating in the Adirondacks, from early dugouts
and bateaux to the highpowered inboards that won Gold Cup races on Lake George and the Kevlar
pack canoes of today. Drawing on her experience as an historian and Curator of Collections and
Boats at the Adirondack Museum, Bond places events and trends of the region in the context of
national and international history and describes the significant contribution of the Adirondacks in
the early twentieth-century development of recreation and travel in America. Boats and Boating in
the Adirondacks also includes a descriptive catalog of boats from the museum's own collection with
nearly two hundred illustrations in addition to those in the narrative, a list of boatbuilders active in
the North Country before 1975, and a valuable glossary of terms.

history of century boats: A History of the Maratha Navy and Merchantships Bhalchandra
Krishna Apte, 1973

history of century boats: Manistee County Shannon McRae, 2006 Between 1860 and 1900,



some say, Michigan lumber made more fortunes than California gold. Many of those fortunes were
made in Manistee. Home to hardworking, self-made millionaires, Manistee also became a thriving
cultural center, with elegant architecture, theatrical performances, and intellectual societies that
debated the issues of the day. Steamers and schooners brought tourists across Lake Michigan to
stroll the grand streets, relax on the beaches of Onekama's Portage Point Inn, or attend the latest
play at the Ramsdell Theater. Manistee County also offered opportunities for America's newest
immigrants. Drawn by the promise of land and economic opportunity, the new arrivals established
communities in the city and surrounding townships. For some of these settlers, such as the Finns
who founded Kaleva or the small religious community of Brethren, Manistee County held the
promise of utopia. When the lumber era ended, Manistee County reinvented itself, replacing
sawmills and lumberyards with salt wells, hydroelectric dams, and power plants. As it continued to
draw tourists from across the lake and along newly built roads, Manistee County entered the modern
age with a vibrant future to match its fascinating history.

history of century boats: Making Waves Scott M Peters, 2015-01-22 An entertaining study of
how Michigan put American boat building on the map

history of century boats: The Last Century of Sea Power, Volume 2 H. P. Willmott, 2010-03-22
“An important contribution . . . a thoughtful account of the years preceding the Second World War
and, at much greater length, of the war itself.” —History In this second volume of his history of naval
power in the 20th century, H. P. Willmott follows the fortunes of the established seafaring nations of
Europe along with two upstarts—the United States and Japan. Emerging from World War I in
command of the seas, Great Britain saw its supremacy weakened through neglect and in the face of
more committed rivals. Britain’s grand Coronation Review of 1937 marked the apotheosis of a sea
power slipping into decline. Meanwhile, Britain’s rivals and soon-to-be enemies were embarking on
significant naval building programs that would soon change the nature of war at sea in ways that
neither they nor their rivals anticipated. By the end of a new world war, the United States had taken
command of two oceans, having placed its industrial might behind technologies that further defined
the arena of naval power above and below the waves, where stealth and the ability to strike at great
distance would soon rewrite the rules of war and of peace. This splendid volume further enhances
Willmott’s stature as the dean of naval historians. Praise for The Last Century of Sea Power series
“The author, dean of naval historians, provides a sweeping look at, and analysis of, the
transformation of naval power . . . Wilmott is fearless in his judgments.” —Seapower “H. P. Willmott
is the finest naval historian and among the finest historians of any discipline writing today.”
—Bernard D. Cole, author of The Great Wall at Sea

history of century boats: British Naval Intelligence through the Twentieth Century Andrew
Boyd, 2020-08-30 An acclaimed military historian examines the vital role of British naval intelligence
from the mid-nineteenth century to the end of the Cold War. In this comprehensive account, Andrew
Boyd brings a critical new dimension to our understanding of British naval intelligence. From the
capture of Napoleons signal codes to the satellite-based systems of the Cold War era, he provides a
coherent and reliable overview while setting his subject in the larger context of the British state. It is
a fascinating study of how naval needs and personalities shaped the British intelligence community
that exists today. Boyd explains why and how intelligence was collected and assesses its real impact
on policy and operations. Though he confirms that naval intelligence was critical to Britains victory
in both World Wars, he significantly reappraises its role in each. He reveals that coverage of
Germany before 1914 and of the three Axis powers in the interwar period was more comprehensive
and effective than previously suggested; and while British power declined rapidly after 1945, the
book shows how intelligence helped the Royal Navy to remain a significant global force for the rest
of the twentieth century.

history of century boats: Art History, Narratology, and Twentieth-Century Chinese Art
Lian Duan, 2023-07-28 This study constructs a framework of narratology for art history and rewrites
the development of twentieth-century Chinese art from a narratological perspective. Theoretically
and methodologically oriented, this is a self-reflective meta-art history studying the art historical



narratives while narrating the story of modern and contemporary Chinese art. Thus, this book
explores the three layers of narrative within the narratological framework: the first-hand fabula, the
secondary narration, and the tertiary narrativization. With this tertiary narrativization, the
reader-author presents three types of narrative: the grand narrative of the central thesis of this
book, the middle-range narrative of the chapter theses, and case analyses supporting these theses.
The focus of this tertiary narrativization is the interaction between Western influence on Chinese art
and the Chinese response to this influence. The central thesis is that this interaction conditioned and
shaped the development of Chinese art at every historical turning point in the twentieth century.
The book will be of interest to scholars working in art history, critical theory, Chinese studies, and
cultural studies.
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