short story by roald dahl

**Exploring the Magic of a Short Story by Roald Dahl**

short story by roald dahl instantly conjures images of whimsical plots,
unexpected twists, and a dash of dark humor. Dahl, renowned for his
children’s books like *Charlie and the Chocolate Factory* and *Matilda*, also
crafted an impressive collection of short stories that captivated readers of
all ages. These stories, often packed with surprise endings and wvivid
characters, reveal a different facet of Dahl’s storytelling genius—one that
blends the macabre with the marvelous in a way few authors can.

The Unique Appeal of a Short Story by Roald
Dahl

Roald Dahl’s short stories aren’t just for kids; they possess a
sophistication that appeals to adults as well. His ability to craft concise
narratives filled with suspense and humor makes his short stories timeless.
Whether published in collections like *Tales of the Unexpected* or standalone
pieces, these stories often explore themes of justice, revenge, and the
quirks of human nature.

One of the reasons a short story by Roald Dahl stands out is his mastery of
surprise endings. Readers are led down a familiar path only to be jolted by a
twist that redefines the entire narrative. This storytelling technique keeps
readers engaged and encourages multiple readings to catch all the subtle
clues Dahl cleverly weaves throughout the story.

Common Themes in Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

Roald Dahl’s short stories often return to a few recurring themes that make
them relatable yet intriguing:

- **Morality and Justice:** Many stories explore the idea of poetic justice,
where characters face consequences tailored to their actions.

— **Dark Humor:** Dahl’s use of wit and irony adds a layer of complexity,
allowing readers to laugh even at grim situations.

— **Human Nature:** His characters frequently exhibit greed, cruelty, or
kindness, highlighting the complexities of human behavior.

— **Surprise and Suspense:** Building tension and leading readers to
unexpected conclusions is a hallmark of his storytelling style.

Popular Short Stories by Roald Dahl

To understand the power of a short story by Roald Dahl, it helps to look at
some of his most celebrated works. Each story showcases his signature style
and thematic depth.



"Lamb to the Slaughter"

One of Dahl’s most famous short stories, *Lamb to the Slaughter*, tells the
tale of a devoted wife who murders her husband with a frozen leg of lamb.
What follows is a clever cover-up that leaves the police completely fooled.
The story’s dark humor and chilling irony make it a classic example of Dahl’s
ability to mix suspense with wit.

"The Landlady"

In *The Landlady*, a young man checks into a cozy bed and breakfast, only to
suspect that the seemingly sweet landlady harbors sinister secrets. The
story’s eerie atmosphere and subtle hints create an unsettling experience,
demonstrating Dahl’s talent for psychological suspense.

"The Way Up to Heaven"

This story revolves around a woman’s obsession with punctuality and her
controlling husband. When she finally gets the chance to leave for a trip,
unexpected events unfold that serve as a form of dark justice. It’'’s a
brilliant exploration of human relationships and the consequences of cruelty.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques in
Dahl’s Short Stories

Roald Dahl’s writing style in his short stories is characterized by clarity,
brevity, and a conversational tone that draws readers in immediately. He
avoids unnecessary embellishments, preferring sharp dialogue and vivid
descriptions that set the scene efficiently.

The Art of the Twist Ending

One defining feature of a short story by Roald Dahl is the twist ending,
which often flips the story’s meaning on its head. Dahl plants subtle clues
and misdirections throughout the narrative so that the ending, while
surprising, feels earned and logical in hindsight.

For writers looking to emulate Dahl’s style, the key lies in balancing
foreshadowing with unpredictability. The best twists create a sense of “ahal!”
without leaving readers feeling cheated.

Humor and Suspense

Dahl expertly blends humor with suspense, making his stories enjoyable and
thought-provoking. The humor is often dark or ironic, providing relief from
tension and deepening the story’s impact. This combination keeps readers
hooked and adds layers to the narrative.



Why Roald Dahl’s Short Stories Are Still
Relevant Today

Decades after their publication, short stories by Roald Dahl continue to
resonate with readers because they tap into universal human experiences. His
exploration of moral dilemmas, Jjustice, and human nature remains relevant,
while his storytelling style is accessible yet sophisticated.

Moreover, Dahl’s stories encourage critical thinking. The unexpected endings
prompt readers to question assumptions and reconsider the characters’
motivations. This engagement fosters a deeper appreciation for narrative
craft and the complexity of human behavior.

Inspiration for Aspiring Writers

For those interested in writing short stories, studying Dahl’s work offers
valuable lessons:

— **Economy of Language:** Every word matters. Dahl’s concise prose shows how
to make an impact without unnecessary filler.

— **Character Development:** Even in brief narratives, fully realized
characters create emotional investment.

— **Pacing:** Balancing tension and release keeps readers engaged from start
to finish.

— **Foreshadowing:** Planting clues enhances the power of the story’s
conclusion.

Aspiring writers can practice by analyzing Dahl’s stories, identifying his
techniques, and experimenting with their own twist endings.

Collections and Adaptations of Roald Dahl’s
Short Stories

Many of Dahl’s short stories have been compiled into collections that
showcase the breadth of his work. Notable among these is *Tales of the
Unexpected*, which features some of his best-known stories and was even
adapted into a popular television series.

These adaptations have introduced Dahl’s short stories to new audiences,
preserving their legacy and highlighting their cinematic qualities. The vivid
characters and dramatic twists translate well to screen, proving the timeless
appeal of his narratives.

Where to Find Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

For readers eager to dive into a short story by Roald Dahl, here are some
recommended collections:

— *Tales of the Unexpected* - A classic compilation of Dahl’s adult short
stories.



— *The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar and Six More* - A mix of fantastical
and realistic tales.
- *Someone Like You* - A collection featuring some of Dahl’s darker stories.

Many libraries and bookstores carry these collections, and digital versions
are also widely available for convenient reading.

Roald Dahl’s short stories offer a unique blend of entertainment and insight,
inviting readers into worlds where the ordinary suddenly becomes
extraordinary. Whether it’s through a chilling murder mystery or a tale of
poetic justice, a short story by Roald Dahl never fails to surprise and
delight, proving that great storytelling transcends age and time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous short stories
written by Roald Dahl?

Some of Roald Dahl's most famous short stories include "Lamb to the
Slaughter," "The Landlady," "The Way Up to Heaven," "The Hitchhiker," and
"Man from the South."

What themes are commonly explored in Roald Dahl's
short stories?

Roald Dahl's short stories often explore themes such as dark humor, irony,
unexpected twists, human nature, and sometimes macabre or sinister elements.

Are Roald Dahl's short stories suitable for children?

While Roald Dahl is well-known for his children's books, many of his short
stories contain mature themes and dark twists, making them more suitable for
adults or older readers.

What is the typical style of Roald Dahl's short
stories?

Roald Dahl's short stories typically feature concise, engaging narratives
with clever plot twists, dark humor, and vivid characters.

Where can I find collections of Roald Dahl's short
stories?

Collections of Roald Dahl's short stories can be found in books like "Someone
Like You" and "Kiss Kiss," as well as various anthologies and online literary
websites.

How did Roald Dahl's experience as a pilot influence



his short stories?

Roald Dahl's experiences as a Royal Air Force pilot during World War II
influenced some of his stories by providing authentic details, themes of
danger, survival, and human psychology under stress.

What is the plot of Roald Dahl's short story 'Lamb to
the Slaughter'?

"Lamb to the Slaughter" tells the story of a woman who kills her husband with
a frozen leg of lamb and then cleverly disposes of the weapon by feeding it
to the investigating police officers.

Did Roald Dahl write short stories for magazines
before publishing books?

Yes, Roald Dahl initially gained recognition by publishing short stories in
magazines before compiling them into collections and writing his famous
children's books.

Are there any adaptations of Roald Dahl's short
stories?

Yes, many of Roald Dahl's short stories have been adapted into films,
television episodes, and radio plays, such as "Lamb to the Slaughter" and
"The Landlady."

Additional Resources

Short Story by Roald Dahl: An Analytical Exploration of His Narrative Craft

short story by roald dahl occupies a unique place in the landscape of 20th-
century literature. Known predominantly for his children’s books, Dahl’s
short stories reveal a more complex, often darker side of his storytelling
prowess. These narratives, frequently targeted at adults, showcase his
mastery of suspense, irony, and the macabre, making them a subject of
enduring interest for literary critics, readers, and educators alike.

Roald Dahl’s short stories stand apart for their blend of sharp wit and
unexpected twists. Unlike his whimsical children’s tales, his adult short
stories often delve into themes of human psychology, morality, and the
unpredictability of fate. This duality in Dahl’s writing style underscores
his versatility as an author and reflects the breadth of his creative
imagination.

Distinctive Features of Roald Dahl's Short
Stories

Roald Dahl’s short stories are characterized by several distinct features
that contribute to their lasting appeal and critical acclaim. These elements
are essential to understanding why his narratives resonate with audiences



across generations.

1. Dark Humor and Irony

One of the most prominent characteristics of a short story by Roald Dahl is
the pervasive use of dark humor. Dahl expertly intertwines macabre elements
with comedic undertones, creating a unique tonal balance that is both
unsettling and entertaining. This juxtaposition often culminates in ironic
endings that challenge readers’ expectations and provoke reflection.

For example, stories like “Lamb to the Slaughter” reveal Dahl’s skill in
deploying irony. The narrative’s twist—where a murdered husband becomes the
unwitting victim of his wife’s cunning—illustrates Dahl’s fascination with
the subversion of conventional morality through darkly humorous scenarios.

2. Psychological Insight

Another hallmark of Dahl’s short stories is their incisive exploration of
human psychology. His narratives frequently probe the complexities of
character motivations, fears, and desires. This psychological depth adds
layers of meaning, elevating the stories beyond simple plot devices.

In “The Landlady,” for instance, the protagonist’s growing unease and
eventual realization of danger are depicted with meticulous attention to
psychological detail. Dahl’s ability to convey suspense through internal
conflict and subtle cues makes his stories compelling studies of human
behavior under pressure.

3. Concise and Engaging Plot Structure

The economy of storytelling in Dahl’s short stories is noteworthy. With
limited word counts, he crafts tightly woven plots that maintain reader
engagement from beginning to end. His narratives often begin with ordinary
scenarios that gradually unravel into extraordinary or sinister situations.

This concise plotting not only enhances suspense but also ensures that each
element—character, setting, dialogue—serves a clear purpose. Dahl’s skillful
pacing is evident in stories such as “Man from the South,” where tension
escalates rapidly to a climactic resolution.

Comparative Analysis: Roald Dahl's Short
Stories vs. Contemporary Short Fiction

When positioned alongside contemporary short fiction, Roald Dahl’s stories
reveal both adherence to and deviation from genre conventions. His work
shares commonalities with other mid-20th-century writers, such as O. Henry
and Shirley Jackson, particularly in the use of twist endings and
psychological suspense.

However, Dahl distinguishes himself through a uniquely British sensibility



infused with a playful yet sinister tone. Unlike many contemporaries who
favored more somber or ambiguous conclusions, Dahl’s stories often culminate
in sharp, definitive twists that underscore a moral or ironic point.
Moreover, Dahl’s background as a former Royal Air Force pilot and
intelligence officer informs his narratives, lending authenticity to stories
involving espionage, deception, and human cunning. This experiential

influence adds a layer of realism that complements the fantastical or
exaggerated elements often present in his tales.

Pros and Cons of Dahl’s Short Story Style

e Pros:
o Engaging and memorable plot twists that captivate readers.

o Economical storytelling that delivers maximum impact with minimal
words.

o Effective use of dark humor and irony to explore complex themes.

o Psychologically rich characters that add depth to seemingly simple
narratives.

e Cons:

o Occasional reliance on shock value, which some critics argue can
overshadow narrative subtlety.

o The darker tone may limit appeal for readers expecting the lighter,
more whimsical style of Dahl’s children’s books.

o Some stories reflect dated social attitudes that may not resonate
with modern audiences.

Popular and Influential Short Stories by Roald
Dahl

Several short stories by Roald Dahl have gained iconic status and are
frequently studied or adapted across various media. These works exemplify the
qualities that define his contribution to the short story genre.

“Lamb to the Slaughter”

Perhaps Dahl’s most famous short story, “Lamb to the Slaughter” is a



masterclass in irony and narrative economy. The story revolves around a
seemingly devoted wife who murders her husband with a frozen leg of lamb and
then cunningly covers up the crime. Its exploration of betrayal, Jjustice, and
domestic life continues to captivate readers and inspire adaptations in film
and theater.

“The Landlady”

This chilling tale about a young man’s unsettling encounter with a seemingly
innocuous bed and breakfast owner exemplifies Dahl’s ability to build
suspense through atmosphere and psychological detail. The story’s ambiguous
ending leaves readers questioning the fate of the protagonist, highlighting
Dahl’s nuanced approach to horror and tension.

“Man from the South”

A story steeped in suspense, “Man from the South” involves a high-stakes bet
that challenges notions of risk and human nature. Its tightly wound narrative
and climactic twist have made it a staple in anthologies of suspense fiction.

Legacy and Influence of Roald Dahl’s Short
Stories

Roald Dahl’s short stories have left an indelible mark on both popular
culture and literary scholarship. His unique blend of dark humor, engaging
plots, and psychological insight has influenced generations of writers and
storytellers. The continued popularity of his works in anthologies,
adaptations, and academic study underscores their enduring relevance.

Moreover, Dahl’s short stories contribute to the broader understanding of
mid-20th-century literature, reflecting social anxieties and cultural
tensions of their time. Through his narratives, readers gain insight not only
into human nature but also into the shifting landscapes of morality and
justice.

In examining a short story by Roald Dahl, one encounters a rich tapestry of
narrative craft that defies simple categorization. Whether through chilling
suspense, biting irony, or poignant psychological portraiture, Dahl’s stories
continue to engage and challenge readers, securing their place in the canon
of modern short fiction.
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short story by roald dahl: The Collected Short Stories of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1992 A
complete collection of the superb short stories which have appeared in: Over To You, Kiss Kiss,
Someone Like You, Switch Bitch and eight further stories: The Umberella man; Mr Botibol;
Vengeance in Mine inc; The Butler; Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life; The Bookseller; The Hitchhiker, The
Surgeon.

short story by roald dahl: The Landlady (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 The Landlady is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting
in the tail. In The Landlady, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story
about the darker side of human nature. Here, a young man in need of room meets a most
accommodating landlady . . . The Landlady is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which
includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from
her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful
bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime
stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Tamsin Greig. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: The Wish (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 The
Wish is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale In The Wish,
Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human
nature. Here, an imaginative boy plays a game that quickly gets out of hand . . . The Wish is taken
from the short story collection Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other devious and
shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish that baffles the police; a curious machine that
reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep
on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by the sublime Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl,
the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the
Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for
adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories
continue to make readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: The Complete Short Stories Roald Dahl, 2013-09-12 The Complete
Short Stories of Roald Dahl in the first of two unsettling and sinister volumes. 'They are brutal, these
stories, and yet you finish reading each one with a smile, or maybe even a hollow laugh, certainly a
shiver of gratification, because the conclusion always seems so right' Charlie Higson, from his
introduction. Roald Dahl is one of the most popular writers of the modern age, effortlessly writing
for children and adults alike. In this, the first of two volumes chronologically collecting all his
published adult short stories, we see how Dahl began by using his experiences in the war to write
fiction but quickly turned to his powerful and dark imagination to pen some of the most unsettling
and disquieting tales ever written. In 27 stories, written between 1944 and 1953, we encounter such
classic tales as 'Man from the South', featuring a wager with appalling consequences; 'Lamb to the
Slaughter', in which a wife murders her husband yet has a novel idea for throwing the police off the
scent; and in 'The Sound Machine', the horrific truth about plants is revealed. Enter the sinister,
twisted world of Roald Dahl: whether you're young or old, you'll never want to leave. 'Roald Dahl is
one of the few writers I know whose work can accurately be described as addictive' Irish Times 'The
great magician' Spectator Look out for Volume Two, introduced by Anthony Horowitz Roald Dahl,
the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the




Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for
adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories
continue to make readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: The Great Switcheroo (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 The Great Switcheroo is a short, sharp story from Roald Dahl, the master of the twist in
the tale. In The Great Switcheroo, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a
subversive, saucy story of lust and desire. Here, two husbands secretly agree to a night of passion -
with each other's wives . . . The Great Switcheroo is taken from the short story collection Switch
Bitch, which includes three other black comedies which capture the ins and outs, highs and lows of
sex. 'One of the most widely read and influential writers of our generation.' (The Times ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Shane Rimmer. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: Katina (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Katina is
a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale. In Katina,
Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells of a young Greek girl fascinated by the British
planes and airbase that have come to her village. Katina is taken from the short story collection Over
to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a wartime fighter pilot, and
is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second World War. This story is also available as a
Penguin digital audio download read by Cillian Murphy. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide
acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and
many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully
disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End
play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers
shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: The Champion of the World (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald
Dahl, 2012-09-13 The Champion of the World is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the
master of the sting in the tail. In The Champion of the World, Roald Dahl, one of the world's
favourite authors, tells a funny story about low cunning in the country. Here, a pair of poachers
discover a foolproof way to bag pheasants . . . The Champion of the World is taken from the short
story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife
who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture
that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband,
and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San
Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by
Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: Rummins (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
Rummins is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale. In
Rummins, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a macabre story about the darker
side of human nature. Here, the men building a hay rick one summer find that the heat and rats are
the least of their worries . . . Rummins is taken from the short story collection Someone Like You,
which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish
that baffles the police; a curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man




waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master
of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download
read by Jessica Hynes. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: A Piece of Cake (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 A Piece of Cake is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master
of the shocking tale. In A Piece of Cake, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells the
horrific story of a pilot whose plane crashes in the desert. A Piece of Cake is taken from the short
story collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a
wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second World War. This
story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Julian Rhind-Tutt. Roald Dahl, the
brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant
Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults.
These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for
the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to
make readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: Someone Like You Roald Dahl, 2009-12-07 In Someone Like You are
fifteen classic tales told by the grand master of the short story, Roald Dahl. Here, in Roald Dahl's
first collection of his world famous dark and sinister adult stories, a wife serves a dish that baffles
the police; a harmless bet suddenly becomes anything but; a curious machine reveals a horrifying
truth about plants; and a man lies awake waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his
stomach. Through vendettas and desperate quests, bitter memories and sordid fantasies, Roald
Dahl's stories portray the strange and unexpected, sending a shiver down the spine. 'One of the most
widely read and influential writers of our generation' The Times Roald Dahl, the brilliant and
worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: Man from the South (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 Man from the South is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the
shocking tale. In Man from the South, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a
sinister story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a man takes part in a very unusual bet,
one with appalling consequences . . . Man from the South is taken from the short story collection
Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife
who serves a dish that baffles the police; a curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about
plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The
absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital
audio download read by Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics
for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have
often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's
Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: Pig (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Pig is a
brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail. In Pig, Roald Dahl,
one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human nature.
Here, a boy who grows into an accomplished cook goes in search of a final, elusive recipe . . . Pig is
taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and shocking




stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected results; the
priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking
revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising
and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio
download read by Stephanie Beacham. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for
children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often
been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted
Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: The Visitor (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
The Visitor is an amusing and chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the twist in the tale. In
The Visitor, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a funny, fruity story about one of
his favourite characters, adventurer and seducer Oswald Hendryks Cornelius. Here, Uncle Oswald
gets more than he bargained for in Arabia . . . The Visitor is taken from the short story collection
Switch Bitch, which includes three other black comedies which capture the ins and outs, highs and
lows of sex (including another Uncle Oswald story, Bitch). 'One of the most widely read and
influential writers of our generation.' (The Times ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital
audio download read by Richard E. Grant and Derek Jacobi. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide
acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and
many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully
disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End
play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers
shiver today.

short story by roald dahl: Skin (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Skin is a
short, sharp, frightening story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale In Skin, Roald Dahl,
one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human nature.
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