
author of the pillars of the earth

The Mastermind Behind "The Pillars of the Earth": A Deep Dive into Its Author

author of the pillars of the earth is a phrase that immediately brings to mind Ken Follett, a prolific British
novelist known for his gripping historical fiction and thrillers. The Pillars of the Earth, published in 1989, is
arguably one of his most celebrated works, capturing the imaginations of millions with its rich storytelling
set against the backdrop of 12th-century England. But who exactly is Ken Follett, and what makes him the
perfect author to weave such an epic tale? Let’s explore the life, career, and creative genius behind this iconic
novel.

Ken Follett: The Author Behind the Epic

Ken Follett is not just the author of the pillars of the earth; he is a literary force who has shaped modern
historical fiction. Born in Wales in 1949, Follett’s career took off after he wrote a series of successful
thrillers in the 1970s. However, it was his transition into historical fiction that truly cemented his
reputation as a master storyteller. The Pillars of the Earth marked a turning point, showcasing his ability to
blend meticulous historical research with compelling characters and complex plots.

A Brief Biography

Ken Follett grew up with a passion for reading and storytelling. After studying philosophy at University
College London, he initially worked as a reporter and then turned to writing novels full-time. His early works
were primarily spy thrillers and contemporary suspense novels, but Follett’s ambition to write epic stories
took him towards historical fiction, where he found an expansive canvas to explore human drama through
different ages.

Why Follett’s Writing Resonates

What sets Ken Follett apart, especially as the author of the pillars of the earth, is his knack for combining
historical authenticity with narrative tension. His stories are not just about events; they are about the
people living through those times—their struggles, ambitions, and emotions. This human element makes his novels
resonate widely, appealing to readers who appreciate both history and character-driven storytelling.

The Pillars of the Earth: A Landmark in Historical Fiction

While many authors have tackled historical fiction, Ken Follett’s The Pillars of the Earth stands out as a
monumental achievement. The novel revolves around the building of a cathedral in the fictional town of
Kingsbridge during the Middle Ages, weaving together themes of love, power, betrayal, and faith. But
understanding the author’s approach to crafting this story adds an extra layer of appreciation.

Research and Authenticity

Ken Follett’s dedication to authenticity as the author of the pillars of the earth shines through in the novel’s
detailed depiction of medieval life. He spent years researching the architecture of cathedrals, the political
landscape of 12th-century England, and the social dynamics of the time. This level of detail not only enriches
the narrative but educates readers, transporting them to a bygone era with vivid realism.



Complex Characters and Interwoven Stories

Another hallmark of Follett’s writing is his ability to create multi-dimensional characters who evolve
throughout the story. The Pillars of the Earth features a diverse cast, from builders and monks to nobles and
outlaws, each with their own motivations and arcs. This ensemble approach allows the novel to explore
various facets of medieval society and human nature, making the story immersive and emotionally engaging.

Ken Follett’s Impact on Literature and Popular Culture

As the author of the pillars of the earth, Ken Follett has left a lasting imprint not just on literature but
also on popular culture. The success of the novel led to sequels, adaptations, and a renewed interest in
medieval history among readers and viewers alike.

Sequels and Related Works

Following the massive success of The Pillars of the Earth, Follett continued the Kingsbridge saga with
"World Without End" and "A Column of Fire." These books further explore the fictional town and its
inhabitants, spanning centuries and historical events. Together, they form a trilogy that highlights Follett’s
commitment to expansive storytelling.

Television and Other Adaptations

The Pillars of the Earth was adapted into a miniseries in 2010, bringing Follett’s story to the screen with
impressive production values. The adaptation introduced the narrative to new audiences and demonstrated the
timeless appeal of the novel’s themes. Ken Follett’s influence also extends to video games and stage
productions inspired by his work, showcasing the versatility and enduring nature of his storytelling.

Insights into Ken Follett’s Writing Process

For aspiring writers and fans curious about how the author of the pillars of the earth crafts his narratives,
there are some fascinating insights into Follett’s approach to writing.

Meticulous Planning

Ken Follett is known for his rigorous planning before diving into the writing process. He outlines his plots
extensively, mapping out timelines, character arcs, and historical events to ensure coherence and depth. This
methodical preparation helps him maintain narrative momentum over the hundreds of pages in his novels.

Balancing Fact and Fiction

One of the challenges Follett faces as a historical novelist is balancing factual accuracy with compelling
storytelling. He often blends real historical figures and events with fictional characters and plots, creating a
believable yet imaginative world. This balance is key to the immersive experience that readers enjoy.



Engaging the Reader

Follett places great emphasis on pacing and suspense, even in historical settings. By weaving cliffhangers, plot
twists, and emotional stakes into his narrative, he keeps readers hooked from beginning to end. His ability to
make history feel alive and urgent is part of what makes him a beloved author.

Legacy of the Author of The Pillars of the Earth

Ken Follett’s role as the author of the pillars of the earth is more than just a title; it signifies his
contribution to revitalizing historical fiction for modern audiences. His blend of storytelling, research, and
character depth has inspired countless readers and writers.

Influence on Historical Fiction

Follett’s success paved the way for other authors to explore ambitious historical narratives, proving that
readers are eager for well-crafted stories set in the past. His work demonstrated that historical fiction could
be both educational and entertaining, broadening its appeal.

Encouraging a Love for History

Many readers credit The Pillars of the Earth with sparking their interest in medieval history and architecture.
Follett’s vivid portrayal of the era serves as a gateway for exploring real historical knowledge, showing
how fiction can inspire learning.

In understanding the author of the pillars of the earth, one gains insight not only into a remarkable novel but
also into the mind of a writer who has mastered the art of storytelling across centuries. Ken Follett remains
a towering figure in literature, whose works continue to captivate and enlighten audiences around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of The Pillars of the Earth?

The author of The Pillars of the Earth is Ken Follett.

What genre does Ken Follett's The Pillars of the Earth belong to?

The Pillars of the Earth is a historical fiction novel.

When was The Pillars of the Earth first published?

The Pillars of the Earth was first published in 1989.

What inspired Ken Follett to write The Pillars of the Earth?

Ken Follett was inspired to write The Pillars of the Earth due to his fascination with medieval cathedrals and
history.



Has Ken Follett written any sequels to The Pillars of the Earth?

Yes, Ken Follett wrote sequels titled World Without End and A Column of Fire as part of the Kingsbridge
series.

Is Ken Follett primarily known for writing historical novels like The Pillars
of the Earth?

Ken Follett is best known for his historical novels, including The Pillars of the Earth, though he has also
written thrillers and other genres.

What impact did The Pillars of the Earth have on Ken Follett's career?

The Pillars of the Earth significantly boosted Ken Follett's popularity and established him as a leading author
of historical fiction.

Has The Pillars of the Earth been adapted into other media?

Yes, The Pillars of the Earth has been adapted into a television miniseries and a video game.

Additional Resources
The Author of The Pillars of the Earth: A Deep Dive into Ken Follett’s Literary Genius

author of the pillars of the earth is a phrase that instantly evokes the name Ken Follett, a towering figure in
contemporary historical fiction. His 1989 novel, *The Pillars of the Earth*, remains one of the most
celebrated works in the genre, captivating millions worldwide with its intricate storytelling and immersive
portrayal of 12th-century England. Examining the author behind this masterpiece offers valuable insights into
the creative forces that shaped a narrative blending history, drama, and architectural ambition.

Who is the Author of The Pillars of the Earth?

Ken Follett, the author of The Pillars of the Earth, is a Welsh novelist whose career spans over four decades.
Born in 1949 in Cardiff, Wales, Follett initially pursued journalism before transitioning fully into fiction
writing. His early success with thrillers like *Eye of the Needle* paved the way for his later exploration of
historical narratives, culminating in *The Pillars of the Earth*, which marked a significant departure from his
previous works.

With a background in investigative journalism, Follett’s writing is characterized by meticulous research and
attention to detail—qualities that shine through in the complex depiction of medieval society, politics, and
architecture found in *The Pillars of the Earth*. His ability to weave factual history with compelling
fictional characters has earned him a reputation as a master storyteller.

Ken Follett’s Literary Style and Its Impact

The author of The Pillars of the Earth employs a narrative style that balances sweeping historical scope
with intimate character development. Follett’s prose is accessible yet richly descriptive, allowing readers to
visualize the grandeur of cathedral building alongside the gritty realities of the Middle Ages.

Unlike some historical novelists who prioritize historical accuracy at the expense of pacing, Follett adeptly
maintains momentum throughout his lengthy narratives. This skill is evident in how *The Pillars of the Earth*



interlaces multiple storylines across decades, involving nobles, clergy, builders, and common folk, each
contributing to the overarching theme of perseverance and ambition.

Moreover, the author’s use of vivid imagery and authentic dialogue enhances the immersive experience. The book’s
focus on architecture—the construction of a Gothic cathedral in the fictional town of Kingsbridge—serves
as a unique backdrop that distinguishes it from other historical epics.

Research and Historical Accuracy

Ken Follett’s dedication to research is a defining characteristic of the author of The Pillars of the Earth. He
spent years studying medieval architecture, religious practices, and social dynamics to create a believable
setting. Follett consulted historians, architects, and visited numerous cathedrals across Europe to ensure his
descriptions were grounded in reality.

While some liberties are taken for dramatic effect, the novel largely adheres to the historical context of
12th-century England, including the Anarchy—a civil war period that forms the political backdrop. This
attention to detail appeals to readers who appreciate authenticity alongside narrative excitement.

Thematic Elements and Characterization

The author of The Pillars of the Earth constructs a rich tapestry of themes including power struggles, faith,
love, and resilience. These universal themes resonate deeply, contributing to the novel’s enduring popularity.

Follett’s characters are multifaceted; protagonists like Tom Builder and Aliena are portrayed with strengths
and flaws, making their journeys relatable. The antagonist, Bishop Waleran, embodies the corruption and
ambition common in medieval power hierarchies.

Follett’s skill in character development ensures that readers are invested not only in the cathedral’s
construction but also in the personal trials and triumphs of those involved.

Ken Follett’s Career Beyond The Pillars of the Earth

While the author of The Pillars of the Earth is best known for this historical epic, Ken Follett’s repertoire
extends well beyond a single novel. His bibliography includes thrillers, spy novels, and subsequent historical
sagas such as the Century Trilogy, which chronicles the 20th century through interlinked family stories.

The success of *The Pillars of the Earth* led to sequels (*World Without End* and *A Column of Fire*), as
well as adaptations into a successful miniseries and a video game, demonstrating the story’s versatility and
popular appeal. Follett’s ability to cross media boundaries has reinforced his status as a significant figure in
modern literature.

Comparison with Other Historical Fiction Authors

In the landscape of historical fiction, the author of The Pillars of the Earth stands alongside writers such as
Hilary Mantel, Bernard Cornwell, and Philippa Gregory. What sets Ken Follett apart is his emphasis on
architectural history intertwined with human drama, a niche relatively unexplored by his peers.

While Mantel’s works focus on Tudor politics and Cornwell on military history, Follett’s novels often
revolve around societal structures and monumental building projects, providing a unique lens on history. This
specialization has broadened the appeal of historical fiction to readers interested in both cultural heritage and
personal narratives.



The Legacy and Influence of Ken Follett

The author of The Pillars of the Earth has left a lasting imprint on historical fiction. The novel’s commercial
success—selling millions of copies worldwide—and critical acclaim have inspired a generation of writers to
pursue similar ambitious projects.

Follett’s integration of detailed research, strong storytelling, and accessibility has set a benchmark for
historical novels aiming for both scholarly respect and mass appeal. His works have also contributed to
increased public interest in medieval history and cathedral architecture.

Pros and Cons of Follett’s Writing Approach

Pros: Engaging storytelling, thorough research, well-developed characters, and unique historical
focus.

Cons: Some critics argue that the pacing can be slow due to extensive detail, and occasional historical
liberties taken for narrative convenience.

Despite minor criticisms, the overall reception of Follett’s work remains overwhelmingly positive, confirming his
prowess as an author.

Exploring the author of The Pillars of the Earth reveals much about the interplay between history and fiction,
and how one writer’s vision can illuminate the past for contemporary readers. Ken Follett’s dedication to
craft and narrative innovation continues to captivate audiences, ensuring his place in the pantheon of great
historical novelists.
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. . The Pillars of the Earth is the first in The Kingsbridge Novels series, followed by World Without
End and A Column of Fire. More than 175 million copies sold worldwide. Published in over eighty
territories and thirty-seven languages. The international No. 1 bestselling phenomenon returns.
  author of the pillars of the earth: World Without End Ken Follett, 2012-08-02 On the day
after Halloween, in the year 1327, four children slip away from the cathedral city of Kingsbridge.
They are a thief, a bully, a boy genius and a girl who wants to be a doctor. In the forest they see two
men killed. As adults, their lives will be braided together by ambition, love, greed and revenge. They
will see prosperity and famine, plague and war. One boy will travel the world but come home in the
end; the other will be a powerful, corrupt nobleman. One girl will defy the might of the medieval
church; the other will pursue an impossible love. And always they will live under the long shadow of
the unexplained killing they witnessed on that fateful childhood day. Ken Follett’s masterful epic The
Pillars of the Earth enchanted millions of readers with its compelling drama of war, passion and
family conflict set around the building of a cathedral. Now World Without End takes readers back to
medieval Kingsbridge two centuries later, as the men, women and children of the city once again
grapple with the devastating sweep of historical change. ‘Follett’s storytelling skills keep you
compulsively turning the pages to the satisfactory ending of good triumphant over evil’ Daily Mail
  author of the pillars of the earth: The Pillars of the Earth Ken Follett, 2007-10-02 #1 New
York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club Selection The “extraordinary . . . monumental
masterpiece” (Booklist) that changed the course of Ken Follett’s already phenomenal career—and
begins where its prequel, The Evening and the Morning, ended. “Follett risks all and comes out a
clear winner,” extolled Publishers Weekly on the release of The Pillars of the Earth. A departure for
the bestselling thriller writer, the historical epic stunned readers and critics alike with its ambitious
scope and gripping humanity. Today, it stands as a testament to Follett’s unassailable command of
the written word and to his universal appeal. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of
Kingsbridge, a devout and resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world
has known . . . of Tom, the mason who becomes his architect—a man divided in his soul . . . of the
beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a secret shame . . . and of a struggle between good and
evil that will turn church against state and brother against brother. A spellbinding epic tale of
ambition, anarchy, and absolute power set against the sprawling medieval canvas of twelfth-century
England, this is Ken Follett’s historical masterpiece.
  author of the pillars of the earth: The Evening and the Morning Ken Follett, 2020 The
thrilling novel from the No.1 Internationally bestselling author Ken Follett. An epic, addictive
historical masterpiece that begins in 997 CE and is set against the background of the medieval
church and one man's ambition to make his abbey a centre of learning.
  author of the pillars of the earth: The Evening and the Morning Ken Follett, 2020-09-15 From
the bestselling author Ken Follett, The Evening and the Morning is a historical epic that ends where
The Pillars of the Earth begins. 'Another historical thriller of mighty proportions' – The Times A Time
of Conflict It is 997 CE, the end of the Dark Ages. The king’s grip on the country is fragile and chaos
reigns. A young boat builder dreams of a better future after a devastating Viking raid shatters the
life he hoped for. Lives Intertwined A Norman noblewoman follows her husband to a new land only
to find her life there shockingly different; and a capable monk at Shiring Abbey has a vision of
transforming his humble home into a centre of learning admired throughout Europe. The Dawn of a
New Age Now, with England at the dawn of the Middle Ages, these three people will each come into
dangerous conflict with a ruthless bishop, who will do anything to increase his wealth and power, in
an epic tale of ambition, rivalry, love and hate. Over three decades ago we were introduced to
Kingsbridge in The Pillars of the Earth, and now in this masterful prequel international bestseller
Ken Follett will take us on a journey into a rich past, which will end where his masterpiece begins.
More than 175 million copies sold worldwide. Published in over eighty territories and thirty-seven
languages. The international no.1 bestselling phenomenon returns.
  author of the pillars of the earth: A Dictionary of the Holy Bible ... With a Life of the
Author, Etc John Brown, 1818



  author of the pillars of the earth: Winter of the World Ken Follett, 2012-09-18 Carla von
Ulrich, born of German and English parents, finds her life engulfed by the Nazi tide until she
commits a deed of great courage and heartbreak. American brothers Woody and Chuck Dewar, each
with a secret, take separate paths to momentous events, one in Washington, the other in the bloody
jungles of the Pacific. English student Lloyd Williams discovers in the crucible of the Spanish Civil
War that he must fight Communism just as hard as Fascism. Daisy Peshkov, a driven American social
climber, cares only for popularity and the fast set, until the war transforms her life, not just once but
twice, while her cousin Volodya carves out a position in Soviet intelligence that will affect not only
this war - but the war to come. These characters and many others find their lives inextricably
entangled as their experiences illuminate the cataclysms that marked the century. From the drawing
rooms of the rich to the blood and smoke of battle, their lives intertwine, propelling the reader into
dramas of ever-increasing complexity.
  author of the pillars of the earth: The Semantic Web: Trends and Challenges Valentina
Presutti, Claudia d'Amato, Fabien Gandon, Mathieu d'Acquin, Steffen Staab, Anna Tordai,
2014-05-09 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 11th Extended Semantic Web
Conference, ESWC 2014, held in Anissaras, Crete, Greece France, in May 2014. The 50 revised full
papers presented together with three invited talks were carefully reviewed and selected from 204
submissions. They are organized in topical sections on mobile, sensor and semantic streams;
services, processes and cloud computing; social web and web science; data management; natural
language processing; reasoning; machine learning, linked open data; cognition and semantic web;
vocabularies, schemas, ontologies. The book also includes 11 papers presented at the PhD
Symposium.
  author of the pillars of the earth: The Whole Works of John Bunyan, Accurately Reprinted
from the Author's Own Editions. With Editorial Prefaces, Notes, and Life of Bunyan. By George Offor
... Numerous Illustrative Engravings John Bunyan, 1862
  author of the pillars of the earth: The Pilgrim's Progress ... A New Edition. Illustrated by the
Author's Own References, and Embellished with Seven ... Engravings [after W. M. Craig]. John
Bunyan, 1808
  author of the pillars of the earth: The New Yorker , 2007
  author of the pillars of the earth: Works. (Author's Ed.). John Ruskin, 1878
  author of the pillars of the earth: Visa pour la certification d'anglais Julie Martin, Hélène
Oldendorf, 2012 Ce cahier de préparation à la certification d'anglais est original et précieux à plus
d'un titre. En effet, il sera pour toi : un support d'entraînement intensif au CEC, un cahier qui te
permettra de te préparer avec l'aide de ton enseignant ou en autonomie, selon le contexte dans
lequel tu t'inscris, un outil original qui te donnera la possibilité de découvrir ou de redécouvrir
plusieurs villes de pays de langue anglaise. Tous les exercices sont articulés autour d'un scénario
dont deux adolescents, Charlotte et Nicolas, en sont les protagonistes. Pour t'aider à optimiser ta
préparation, nous te proposons : des exercices nombreux et variés conformes à l'esprit de l'examen ;
des exercices d'entraînement dont la moitié est corrigée pour te permettre de valider tes
connaissances et ton niveau ; deux CD audio indispensables pour préparer l'épreuve orale de
compréhension ; un sujet blanc pour te mettre dans les conditions de l'examen.
  author of the pillars of the earth: A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments ...
Reprinted from the Author's Last Edition. [Vol. 1, 3] Edited by ... H. Martin, Etc. ([Vol. 2, 4,
5]by W. Webster. With a Memoir by A. B. Grosart.). John Trapp, 1867
  author of the pillars of the earth: The Athenaeum , 1843
  author of the pillars of the earth: 崇基學報 , 1971
  author of the pillars of the earth: Treasures of Oxford Hirsch Edelmann, Marcus Heinrich
Bresslau, 1851
  author of the pillars of the earth: Etidorhpa; or, The end of earth. Author's ed John Uri
Lloyd, 1895
  author of the pillars of the earth: Never Ken Follett, 2022 Visionary in scale, and the first



contemporary novel in over a decade from number one worldwide bestseller Ken Follett, Never
imagines the unimaginable: the imminent threat of World War Three . . .Expertly researched and set
against a global stage, Never will take you on a high-stakes journey from the heat of the Sahara
Desert to the political arenas of North America, East Asia and beyond, and sees a world edging
closer to an unprecedented global crisis.More than a thriller, this immersive tour de force from a
world-renowned author at the top of his game imagines a scenario we all hope never comes true,
and one which will keep you transfixed until the final page.
  author of the pillars of the earth: A plea for religion ... With an appendix; containing
the author's determination to have relinquished his charge in the Established Church, and
the reasons on which that determination was founded ... Seventh edition David SIMPSON
(Minister of Christ Church, Macclesfield.), 1813
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authors often do more than write. Anyone who creates something original is an author. These could
be written items such as books, stories, or
author - Dictionary of English author /ˈɔθɚ/ n. [countable] Literature someone who creates a
book, article, etc.; writer. Computing the writer of a software program. the maker of anything;
creator: the author of the
AUTHOR Synonyms: 148 Similar and Opposite Words - Merriam-Webster Synonyms for
AUTHOR: writer, novelist, biographer, poet, storyteller, man of letters, pen, littérateur; Antonyms of
AUTHOR: nonauthor, student, pupil, disciple, supporter, follower
AUTHOR | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary AUTHOR meaning: 1. the writer of a
book, article, play, etc.: 2. a person who begins or creates something: 3. to. Learn more
AUTHOR | meaning - Cambridge Learner's Dictionary AUTHOR definition: someone who writes
a book, article, etc: . Learn more
What Authors Need to Know About the $1.5 Billion Anthropic   We and other author groups
have worked with publishers, class representatives Andrea Bartz, Kirk Johnson, and Charles
Graeber, and class counsel, lending advice and
Author Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary AUTHOR meaning: 1 : a person who has
written something; 2 : a person who has written a book or who writes many books
Who wrote the book of John? Who was the author of John?   The author was an eyewitness to
the events (see John 21:24), and, based on the fact that he was the disciple “leaning back against
Jesus” at the Last Supper (John 13:25), he
AUTHOR | definition in the Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary AUTHOR meaning: someone who
writes a book, article, etc: . Learn more
List of best-selling fiction authors - Wikipedia This is a list of best-selling fiction authors to
date, in any language. While finding precise sales numbers for any given author is nearly impossible,
the list is based on approximate numbers
Oprah's Book Club picks Elizabeth Gilbert's 'All the Way to the River'   From the bestselling
author of "Eat Pray Love," this memoir is a reflection on love and grief amid the death of Gilbert's
best friend and partner in 2018
Honoring the legacy of Ken Mochizuki, pioneering author and   With heavy hearts, AAJA
extends our deepest condolences to the family and friends of Ken Mochizuki, pioneering Seattle
author, journalist, educator, actor, and 2025
Booker shortlist 2025: six novels (mostly) about middle age that are 3 days ago  The six
Booker shortlist novels for 2025. Yui Sugiuera The Times has described the 2025 Booker Prize
shortlist as “revenge of the middle-aged author” “
author | meaning of author in Longman Dictionary of Contemporary author meaning,
definition, what is author: someone who has written a book: Learn more
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