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Economics Cambridge Personal Statement: Crafting a Standout Application

economics cambridge personal statement is a critical component of your application to one of
the world’s most prestigious universities. Writing this personal statement might feel daunting,
especially given the competitive nature of Cambridge’s admissions process. However, with the right
approach, understanding, and insight into what the admissions tutors seek, you can create a
compelling narrative that highlights your passion for economics and your suitability for the rigorous
academic environment at Cambridge.

Understanding the Importance of Your Economics
Cambridge Personal Statement

When applying to study economics at Cambridge, your personal statement serves as a window into
your intellectual curiosity, motivation, and aptitude for the subject. It goes beyond just listing your
achievements or exam results. The admissions team wants to see evidence of critical thinking,
analytical skills, and genuine enthusiasm for economics, as well as how you connect your academic
interests with real-world issues.

Unlike other parts of your application, the personal statement allows you to tell your story in your own
voice. This is your chance to explain why economics fascinates you, what experiences have shaped
your understanding, and how you envision your future in the field. A strong economics Cambridge
personal statement can distinguish you among thousands of applicants and demonstrate that you are
prepared for the challenges of the course.

What Cambridge Looks for in an Economics Personal
Statement

Cambridge’s economics admissions tutors look for several key qualities in a personal statement:

1. Passion and Enthusiasm for Economics

Showing that you are genuinely interested in economics is fundamental. This doesn’t mean you have
to be an expert, but you should be able to articulate why economics matters to you. Perhaps you
enjoy exploring economic theories, or maybe you are fascinated by how economics affects global
issues such as poverty, inequality, or environmental policy.

2. Evidence of Independent Thinking



Cambridge values applicants who think critically and independently. Your personal statement should
reflect your ability to analyze economic concepts, question assumptions, and engage with ideas
beyond the standard curriculum. Mentioning books, articles, or podcasts that have influenced your
perspective can be a great way to show this.

3. Academic Rigor and Skills

Economics at Cambridge is challenging, requiring strong quantitative skills and the ability to handle
abstract concepts. Your statement should highlight relevant strengths such as mathematics
proficiency, problem-solving abilities, and experience with data analysis or statistics.

4. Relevant Experiences

Whether through coursework, competitions, internships, or personal projects, any experience that
deepens your understanding of economics is worth mentioning. This could include participation in
economics clubs, attending lectures, or engaging in debates on economic policy.

How to Structure Your Economics Cambridge Personal
Statement

A well-structured personal statement is easier to read and more persuasive. While there’s no one-
size-fits-all formula, here is a suggested framework to help organize your thoughts:

Opening Paragraph: Hook and Motivation

Start with a compelling introduction that captures your interest in economics. You might describe a
moment when you first realized your passion for the subject or a problem that sparked your curiosity.
This sets the tone and encourages the reader to continue.

Middle Paragraphs: Demonstrating Knowledge and Skills

Use these sections to delve into your academic strengths and experiences. Discuss specific economic
concepts you find intriguing, any independent study you have undertaken, or relevant projects you
have completed. Be sure to connect your skills with what the Cambridge course demands.

Closing Paragraph: Future Aspirations and Fit for Cambridge

End by explaining why Cambridge is the right place for you to pursue economics. Mention aspects of
the course, teaching style, or research opportunities that appeal to you. Also, briefly touch on your



career goals or how you hope to apply your economics education in the future.

Tips for Writing a Memorable Economics Cambridge
Personal Statement

Writing a standout personal statement requires careful thought and revision. Consider the following
tips to enhance your statement:

Be Specific and Personal

Avoid generic statements like “I love economics because it is interesting.” Instead, explain what
specific areas of economics excite you and why. Use personal anecdotes or examples to bring
authenticity and depth to your writing.

Showcase Your Analytical Mindset

Economics involves analysis, so demonstrate your ability to think critically. For instance, discuss a
challenging economic problem you solved or an article that changed your perspective.

Highlight Quantitative Skills

Cambridge economics has a strong mathematical component. Mention your achievements in
mathematics, statistics, or any programming skills that could support your studies.

Read Widely and Reference Thoughtfully

Reading books like “Freakonomics” by Steven Levitt or “Capital in the Twenty-First Century” by
Thomas Piketty, and referencing them thoughtfully in your statement, can show intellectual curiosity
beyond the classroom.

Maintain a Clear and Engaging Style

Write in a natural, engaging tone. Avoid clichés, jargon, or overly complex sentences. The goal is to
communicate clearly and authentically.



Proofread and Seek Feedback

Mistakes can undermine your credibility. Proofread carefully and ask teachers, mentors, or friends to
review your statement. Fresh eyes can catch errors and suggest improvements.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Your Economics Cambridge
Personal Statement

While writing your personal statement, steer clear of these common mistakes:

Being Too Vague: Avoid generic phrases and clichés that don’t add real insight.

Overloading with Jargon: Use economic terminology appropriately but don’t overwhelm the
reader.

Listing Achievements Without Context: Instead of just listing your accomplishments,
explain what you learned or why they matter.

Ignoring the Course Requirements: Tailor your statement to the specific demands of
Cambridge’s economics program.

Copying Sample Statements: Admissions tutors can spot plagiarism or overly rehearsed
statements. Authenticity is crucial.

Examples of Themes to Explore in Your Economics
Cambridge Personal Statement

When brainstorming ideas to include, consider these engaging themes:

1. Real-World Economic Issues

Discuss your views on current economic challenges such as globalization, climate change economics,
or income inequality, showing how your interest connects to broader societal concerns.

2. Interdisciplinary Interests

Economics often overlaps with politics, sociology, or history. Highlight how these intersections have
shaped your thinking.



3. Mathematical Applications

Explain how you enjoy applying mathematical models or statistics to economic problems,
emphasizing your quantitative aptitude.

4. Personal Projects or Competitions

Mention any relevant activities like economics Olympiads, essay competitions, or independent
research projects.

Final Thoughts on Crafting Your Economics Cambridge
Personal Statement

Writing your economics Cambridge personal statement is a journey of self-reflection and expression.
It’s about conveying your passion, aptitude, and readiness for one of the most intellectually
stimulating courses available. Take your time to plan, draft, and refine your statement so it genuinely
represents who you are as a student and future economist. The effort you invest in your personal
statement not only strengthens your application but also prepares you mentally for the exciting
challenge of studying economics at Cambridge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key skills should I highlight in my economics Cambridge
personal statement?
You should emphasize analytical thinking, quantitative skills, problem-solving abilities, and a genuine
interest in economic theories and real-world applications.

How can I demonstrate my passion for economics in my
Cambridge personal statement?
Discuss specific topics or issues in economics that fascinate you, mention any relevant reading or
research you've done, and explain how these experiences have shaped your desire to study
economics at Cambridge.

Should I include extracurricular activities related to
economics in my personal statement?
Yes, including relevant extracurriculars such as economics clubs, competitions, internships, or online
courses can showcase your commitment and practical experience in the subject.



How important is it to mention mathematical skills in my
economics Cambridge personal statement?
Very important. Economics at Cambridge is mathematically rigorous, so highlighting your proficiency
in mathematics, statistics, or related subjects will strengthen your application.

Can I discuss current economic events in my personal
statement for Cambridge?
Yes, referring to recent economic developments or debates shows your awareness of the field and
your ability to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world issues.

What common mistakes should I avoid in my economics
Cambridge personal statement?
Avoid clichés, vague statements, and listing achievements without reflection. Instead, provide specific
examples that demonstrate your skills and motivation for studying economics.

How long should my economics personal statement be for
Cambridge University?
The UCAS personal statement, which includes your economics statement, should be no longer than
4,000 characters or 47 lines, so make sure to be concise and focused in your writing.

Additional Resources
Economics Cambridge Personal Statement: Crafting a Compelling Narrative for Admission

economics cambridge personal statement is a critical component of the University of
Cambridge’s rigorous admissions process for prospective economics students. The personal
statement serves as a window into an applicant’s intellectual curiosity, analytical capabilities, and
genuine passion for economics, beyond what grades and test scores can convey. Given Cambridge’s
reputation as one of the world’s leading institutions in economics, understanding how to effectively
articulate one’s motivations and experiences in this statement is essential for candidates aiming to
secure a place.

This article delves into the nuances of writing an economics Cambridge personal statement, exploring
the expectations set by the admissions committee, the role of subject-specific insights, and the
strategic balance between showcasing personal qualities and academic potential. By dissecting what
makes a persuasive statement, this piece aims to guide applicants through the complexities of
presenting themselves as ideal candidates for Cambridge’s challenging economics program.

Understanding the Role of the Economics Cambridge



Personal Statement

At Cambridge, the personal statement is more than a mere formality; it is a decisive aspect of the
application. Unlike many universities that emphasize test scores or extracurricular accomplishments
predominantly, Cambridge’s admissions tutors seek to identify students who exhibit a profound
understanding of economics as a discipline and an aptitude for critical thinking.

The personal statement allows candidates to:

Demonstrate their grasp of economic concepts and current economic issues.

Reveal their motivation for studying economics at an advanced level.

Provide evidence of independent study, such as reading beyond the curriculum.

Highlight analytical skills through examples of problem-solving or data interpretation.

Showcase relevant experiences, including work placements, competitions, or projects.

This multifaceted approach means that applicants must carefully balance academic rigor with
personal insight, a challenge that distinguishes the economics Cambridge personal statement from
more generic university essays.

Key Features of a Successful Economics Cambridge Personal
Statement

Through analysis of successful submissions and admissions advice, several salient features emerge
that characterize effective personal statements for Cambridge economics applicants:

Intellectual Engagement: A clear demonstration of genuine interest in economics, often1.
through references to specific theories, books, or current economic events.

Analytical Mindset: Evidence of critical thinking, such as discussing the implications of2.
economic models or debating policy outcomes.

Originality and Depth: Avoidance of clichés and generic statements; instead, insightful3.
reflections that suggest maturity and depth of understanding.

Clarity and Precision: Well-structured writing that conveys complex ideas succinctly and with4.
minimal jargon.

Relevant Experience: Inclusion of extracurricular activities or real-world experiences that5.
complement academic interests, such as economics societies, internships, or research.



Analyzing the Structure and Content Strategy

Writing an effective economics Cambridge personal statement demands a strategic approach. The
statement should begin with a compelling introduction that immediately signals the applicant’s
enthusiasm for economics. This could take the form of a personal anecdote related to economic
phenomena or a reflection on a pivotal moment that sparked interest in the subject.

The body of the statement must then provide evidence of this interest and aptitude. For example,
applicants might discuss relevant books or articles they have read—such as “Capital in the Twenty-
First Century” by Thomas Piketty or “Freakonomics” by Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner—and
explain how these works influenced their perspective. Additionally, referencing engagement with
current economic debates, like the impact of Brexit on UK markets or the economics of climate
change, can demonstrate awareness of real-world applications.

Balancing Academic and Personal Elements

One common pitfall is the overemphasis on dry academic achievements without conveying personal
engagement. The Cambridge admissions team looks for candidates who are not only academically
capable but also passionate and reflective. Thus, the economics Cambridge personal statement
should integrate:

Descriptions of academic pursuits: illustrating how the applicant has sought to deepen their
understanding beyond the classroom.

Personal reflections: explaining why economics matters to them and how it aligns with their
future goals.

Examples of problem-solving or analytical challenges faced and overcome, showcasing
resilience and intellectual curiosity.

This balance helps paint a holistic picture of the applicant as a motivated learner and future
economist.

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

Applicants often find it difficult to avoid generic phrasing or to adequately demonstrate their unique
perspectives on economics. The competitive nature of Cambridge admissions means that many
candidates will discuss similar topics, such as microeconomics, macroeconomics, or game theory. To
stand out, applicants should:



Personalize their narrative: Tie economic interests to personal experiences or observations.

Use specific examples: Rather than stating interest in economic policy, describe a particular
policy or event and analyze its effects.

Show evolution of thought: Outline how their understanding of economics has developed
over time.

Additionally, some candidates struggle to maintain a professional tone while still sounding authentic.
Reading the statement aloud or seeking feedback from mentors familiar with Cambridge applications
can help refine the voice and style.

Integrating Quantitative and Qualitative Insights

Economics uniquely blends quantitative analysis with qualitative reasoning. A well-crafted economics
Cambridge personal statement reflects this duality by incorporating discussions of data interpretation,
statistical methods, or mathematical models alongside broader socioeconomic implications. For
instance, an applicant might describe how a mathematics competition enhanced their quantitative
skills and discuss how these skills enable them to better evaluate economic hypotheses.

Comparative Perspective: Economics Personal
Statements at Cambridge vs. Other Universities

While many universities require personal statements for economics courses, Cambridge’s
expectations are distinctly rigorous. Unlike institutions that may prioritize extracurricular involvement
or personal background, Cambridge focuses predominantly on academic potential and intellectual
maturity.

Applicants to other top-tier universities, such as the London School of Economics or Oxford, may find
that their personal statements can afford a slightly broader focus, incorporating personal narratives
and career aspirations more freely. In contrast, Cambridge’s economics personal statement demands
an early demonstration of being able to engage with complex economic ideas and problem-solving
approaches.

This distinction underscores the importance of tailoring the economics Cambridge personal statement
specifically to the university’s culture and academic ethos.

Leveraging Outside Resources to Enhance the Statement

To strengthen their personal statements, candidates often engage with a variety of resources:

Economics Journals and Publications: Articles from The Economist, Financial Times, or



academic journals can provide fresh insights and current topics.

Online Courses and Lectures: Platforms like Coursera or Khan Academy offer advanced
economics content that can be referenced to demonstrate independent learning.

Competitions and Clubs: Participation in economics olympiads, debate clubs, or investment
societies can provide concrete examples of active engagement.

Referencing these activities not only enriches the content but signals a proactive approach to
learning, which Cambridge values highly.

Final Thoughts on Crafting an Effective Economics
Cambridge Personal Statement

The economics Cambridge personal statement is a nuanced exercise in self-presentation and
academic demonstration. It requires applicants to convey not only their knowledge of economics but
also their capacity for original thought, critical analysis, and sustained intellectual enthusiasm.
Navigating this balance effectively can significantly enhance an applicant’s prospects.

Ultimately, the personal statement should serve as a narrative bridge, connecting past experiences,
present interests, and future aspirations within the framework of economics. For those prepared to
invest the necessary time and reflection, the personal statement becomes a powerful tool in securing
admission to one of the world’s most prestigious economics programs.

Economics Cambridge Personal Statement

Find other PDF articles:
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-091/pdf?dataid=MWQ83-3787&title=down-among-the-dead-men.pdf

  economics cambridge personal statement: The Values of Economics Irene van Staveren,
2013-03-07 In his Ethics, Aristotle argued that human beings try to further a variety of values by
balancing them, stating that people try to find a middle road between excess and deficiency. The
author develops and applies this idea to the values of economics, arguing that in the economy;
freedom, justice and care are also balanced to further ends with scarce means. Freedom is furthered
through market exchange, justice through a redistributive role of the state, and care through mutual
gifts of labour and sharing of resources in the economy. The book argues that economics is, and has
always been, about human values, which guide, enable, constrain and change economic behaviour.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Economics for the Common Good Mark A Lutz,
2002-11 This textbook presents an introduction to the central issues of social economics. Building on
a venerable social economics tradition, the book recommends a more rational economic order and
proposes new principles of economic policy. The issues covered include: * the inadequacy of

http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-083/pdf?dataid=Imk96-2367&title=economics-cambridge-personal-statement.pdf
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individualistic economics in guiding the policy maker * a critique of economic rationality * rethinking
of the modern business corporation * a critical look at markets as panacea * the harmful effects of
international competition * environmental problems. The book introduces social economic concepts
and challenges the reader to look beyond the confines of mainstream economic thinking to find a
solution to these critical issues.
  economics cambridge personal statement: 21st Century Economics: A Reference
Handbook Rhona C. Free, 2010-05-14 Interest in economics is at an all-time high. Among the
challenges facing the nation is an economy with rapidly rising unemployment, failures of major
businesses and industries, and continued dependence on oil with its wildly fluctuating price.
Americans are debating the proper role of the government in company bailouts, the effectiveness of
tax cuts versus increased government spending to stimulate the economy, and potential effects of
deflation. Economists have dealt with such questions for generations, but they have taken on new
meaning and significance. Tackling these questions and encompassing analysis of traditional
economic theory and topics as well as those that economists have only more recently addressed,
21st Century Economics: A Reference Handbook is intended to meet the needs of several types of
readers. Undergraduate students preparing for exams will find summaries of theory and models in
key areas of micro and macroeconomics. Readers interested in learning about economic analysis of
an issue as well students embarking on research projects will find introductions to relevant theory
and empirical evidence. And economists seeking to learn about extensions of analysis into new areas
or about new approaches will benefit from chapters that introduce cutting-edge topics. To make the
book accessible to undergraduate students, models have been presented only in graphical format
(minimal calculus) and empirical evidence has been summarized in ways that do not require much
background in statistics or econometrics. It is thereby hoped that chapters will provide both crucial
information and inspiration in a non-threatening, highly readable format.
  economics cambridge personal statement: The Political Theory of Conservative
Economists Conrad P. Waligorski, 2021-10-08 It’s difficult to overstate the impact of conservative
economics on American life. The conservative thought of economists like Milton Friedman, James
Buchanan, and Friedrick Hayek has provided the conceptual framework that undergirds nearly
every aspect of current U.S. social-economic policy. Although a great deal has been written about
the economic theories of these Nobel Pirze-winning economists, this study is the first to examine the
political theory that underlies conservative economics and its implications for public policy. Long
associated with the “Chicago” and “public choice” schools of thought, Friedman, Buchanan, Hayek,
and others have consistently repudiated Keynesian principles. They have steadfastly opposed social
welfare policies and regulation of private enterprise, championing instead the free market as a
mechanism for ordering society. In this book Conrad Waligorski analyzes the political content of the
conservative economists’ arguments. In so doing, he illuminates the political, economic, and
philosophical ideas behind and justification for the laissez-faire policy—the reduced regulation,
intervention, and welfare favored by conservative governments in the United States, Canada, and
Britain.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Eminent Economists Michael Szenberg,
1993-05-28 Famous economists talk of their beliefs, philosophy and their concepts of human nature,
society and justice.
  economics cambridge personal statement: The Eclipse of Value-Free Economics. The
concept of multiple self versus homo economicus Aleksander Ostapiuk, 2021-03-30 The books’ goal
is to answer the question: Do the weaknesses of value-free economics imply the need for a paradigm
shift? The author synthesizes criticisms from different perspectives (descriptive and
methodological). Special attention is paid to choices over time, because in this area value-free
economics has the most problems. In that context, the enriched concept of multiple self is proposed
and investigated. However, it is not enough to present the criticisms towards value-free economics.
For scientists, a bad paradigm is better than no paradigm. Therefore, the author considers whether
value-based economics with normative approaches such as economics of happiness, capability



approach, libertarian paternalism, and the concept of multiple self can be the alternative paradigm
for value-free economics. This book is essential reading to everyone interested in the current state of
economics as a discipline.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Economics and Utopia Geoffrey M Hodgson,
2002-01-04 Since the fall of the Berlin Wall we have been told that no alternative to Western
capitalism is possible or desirable. This book challenges this view with two arguments. First, the
above premise ignores the enormous variety within capitalism itself. Second, there are enormous
forces of transformation within contemporary capitalisms, associated with moves towards a more
knowledge-intensive economy. These forces challenge the traditional bases of contract and
employment, and could lead to a quite different socio-economic system. Without proposing a static
blueprint, this book explores this possible scenario.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Cycles, Crises, Innovation Jerry Courvisanos,
2012-05-01 'Reflection on the history of opinion, and its application to our contemporary world and
controversies over technology and our environmental difficulties, is the distinguishing feature of the
thoughtful economist. If the reader of this book is moved to reflect on the work of Schumpeter and
Kalecki, the author of this book will have succeeded. Even more important than this, if the reader of
this book comes to a changed and deeper understanding of how technology changes in our faltering
capitalist economies, and of how the environment is affected by production and may be improved
with better ways of satisfying our personal and productive needs, then the author will have done an
even greater service to his profession and humanity.' From the foreword by Jan Toporowski, School
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, UK 'Jerry Courvisanos provides us with a
timely analysis of the forces behind the crises of capitalism and the tendency towards ecologically
unsustainable growth. He draws on the work of two of most creative, if not most recognized,
economists of the 20th Century, Michal Kalecki and Joseph Schumpeter. In place of mainstream
analysis with its emphasis on marginal conditions for optimisation around well-defined equilibrium,
we have a world of innovation, structural change, creative destruction, business cycles, financial
crises, changing income distribution and many other inconvenient developments that plague modern
economies.' From the foreword by Harry Bloch, Curtin University, Australia Cycles, crises and
innovation are the major economic forces that shape capitalist economies. Using a critical realist
political economy approach, the analysis in this fine work is based on the works of Micha Kalecki
and Joseph Schumpeter both of whom identify these three dynamic forces as plotting the path of
economic development. Jerry Courvisanos' thought-provoking book examines how the rise of capital
through investment enshrines innovation in profit and power which in turn determines the course of
cycles and crises. The author concludes by arguing for strategic intervention by transformative
eco-innovation as a public policy path to ecologically sustainable development. This interdisciplinary
book will appeal to economists, innovation and entrepreneurship-based scholars, postgraduate
students studying the political economy of both innovation and entrepreneurship, regional
development planners and economic development policymakers. Anyone with a general interest in
economics, politics and innovation or looking for a path out of the economic and ecological morass of
current capitalism, will also find much to interest them in this book.
  economics cambridge personal statement: The Dismal Science Stephen A. Marglin,
2008-01-31 Insurance may be an efficient way of organizing resources, but the deep social and
human ties that constitute community are weakened by the shift from reciprocity to market
relations. This book dissects the ways in which foundational assumptions of economics justify a
world in which social connections are impoverished.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Greener Pastures Arun Agrawal, 1999 Uses the
case of India's migrant shepards to critique the social science understanding of markets, states, and
communities.
  economics cambridge personal statement: The Korean Economy Hy?ng-gu Yi, Hyung-Koo
Lee, 1996-01-01 Lee, former South Korean government Minister of Labor for the South Korean
government, discusses the country's economic development from 1945-1994 and the public policies



that shaped it, arguing that if South Korea is to become a major economic power, the government
should withdraw from the economic front line.
  economics cambridge personal statement: The Paradox of Democratic Capitalism David F.
Prindle, 2006-08-25 A truly interdisciplinary enterprise, The Paradox of Democratic Capitalism
examines the interplay of ideas about politics, economics, and law in American society from the
pre-revolutionary era to the eve of the September 11 attacks. David F. Prindle argues that while the
United States was founded on liberalism, there is constant tension between two ideals of the liberal
tradition: capitalism and democracy. Tracing the rise of natural law doctrine from neoclassical
economics, Prindle examines the influence of economic development in late medieval society on the
emergence of classical liberalism in early America and likens that influence to the impact of
orthodox economics on contemporary American society. Prindle also evaluates political, economic,
and legal ideas through the lens of his own beliefs. He warns against the emerging extremes of
liberal ideology in contemporary American politics, where the right's definition of capitalism
excludes interference from democratic publics and the left's definition of democracy excludes a
market-based economy.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Economics of International Business Mark
Casson, 2000-01-01 This is an interesting book on an important topic. . . Mikael Linden,
Scandinavian Economic History Review This book is indispensable reading for all researchers and
practitioners in the international business field as well as economists and academics alike.
Giustificativo Pubblicato sul Bollettino del CIRT Economics of International Business sets out a new
agenda for international business research. Mark Casson asserts that it is time to move the subject
on from sterile debates about transaction cost economies and resource-based theories of the firm.
Instead of focusing on the individual firm, the new agenda focuses on the global systems view of
international business. A static view of the firm s environment is replaced by a dynamic view which
highlights the volatility of the international business environment. Coping with volatility requires
entrepreneurial skills, flexibility and the need to synthesize information on a global basis. To
co-ordinate the global system properly, entrepreneurs must co-operate through social networks of
trust, as well as competing. Constructing a network of joint ventures, it is argued, is simply not
enough. Building on his previous book, The Organization of International Business, Mark Casson
shows that with suitable modifications, the methods of economics can be used to analyse all of these
issues in a rigorous way. The tools of business strategy are too clumsy to address the more subtle
issues, whilst descriptive approaches fail to bring key issues into sharp relief. This book is
indispensable reading for all researchers and practitioners in the international business field as well
as economists and academics alike.
  economics cambridge personal statement: The Oxford Handbook of State Capitalism and the
Firm Mike Wright, Geoffrey T. Wood, Alvaro Cuervo-Cazurra, Pei Sun, Ilya Okhmatovskiy, Anna
Grosman, 2022-08-01 There has been a major revival of interest in State Capitalism: what it is,
where it is found, and why it is seemingly becoming more ubiquitous. As a concept, it has evolved
from radical critiques of the Soviet Union, to being deployed by neo-liberals to describe market
reforms deemed imperfect, to settle into a middle ground, as a pragmatic way to describe the state
assuming a role as an active economic agent, in addition to its regulatory, social, and security
functions. The latter is the central focus of this book, although due attention is accorded to the
origins of state capitalism and how it has changed over the years, as well as contemporary ways in
which state capitalism may be theorized. This economic agency may assume direct forms, for
example, via state owned enterprises. However, it may also be indirect, for example, actively serving
private interests through promoting insider firms, who may occupy monopolistic market positions
and perform outsourced state functions. In turn, this leads to raising salient governance questions.
The latter may encompass agency tensions between public ownership, and political or even private
interest control; it may also include issues of transparency and monitoring. Although state capitalism
has often been depicted as the preserve of states in the global south, be they developmental or
predatory, many forms of state capitalism are visible in mature economies, be they liberal or



coordinated, and this is not always associated with superior governance arrangements; indeed, this
is an area where clear and easy divisions between the developing or emerging world and the
developed or mature world may increasingly be breaking down. This volume brings together the
accounts of leading experts from around the world; it is explicitly multi-disciplinary, and both
consolidates the existing knowledge base, and provides new, novel, and counter-intuitive insights.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Global Political Economy Theodore H. Cohn,
2015-08-07 Praised for its authoritative coverage, Global Political Economy places the study of IPE
in its broadest theoretical context. This text not only helps students understand the fundamentals of
how the global economy works but also encourages them to use theory to more fully grasp the
connections between key issue areas like trade and development. Written by a leading IPE scholar,
Global Political Economy equally emphasizes theory and practice to provide a framework for
analyzing current events and long-term developments in the global economy.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Rediscovering Political Economy Bradley C. S.
Watson, Joseph Postell, 2011-08-16 The recent economic crisis in the United States has highlighted a
crisis of understanding. In this volume, Bradley C. S. Watson and Joseph Postell bring together some
of America's most eminent thinkers on political economy-an increasingly overlooked field wherein
political ideas and economic theories mutually inform each other. Only through a restoration of
political economy can we reconnect economics to the human good. Economics as a discipline deals
with the production and distribution of goods and services. Yet the study of economics can-indeed
must-be employed in our striving for the best possible political order and way of life. Economic
thinkers and political actors need once again to consider how the Constitution and basic principles
of our government might give direction and discipline to our thinking about economic theories, and
to the economic policies we choose to implement. The contributors are experts in economic history,
and the history of economic ideas. They address basic themes of political economy, theoretical and
practical: from the relationship between natural law and economics, to how our Founding Fathers
approached economics, to questions of banking and monetary policy. Their insights will serve as
trusty guides to future generations, as well as to our own.
  economics cambridge personal statement: The Palgrave Companion to Chicago
Economics Robert A. Cord, 2023-01-01 The University of Chicago has been and continues to be one
of the most important global centres for economics. With six chapters on themes in Chicago
economics and 33 chapters on the lives and work of Chicago economists, this volume shows how
economics became established at the University, how it produced some of the world’s best-known
economists, including Frank Knight, Milton Friedman and Robert Lucas, and how it remains a global
force for the very best in teaching and research in economics. With original contributions from a
stellar cast, this volume provides economists – especially those interested in macroeconomics and
the history of economic thought – with an in-depth analysis of Chicago economics.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Economic Persuasions Stephen Gudeman,
2009-06-01 As the transition from socialism to a market economy gathered speed in the early 1990s,
many people proclaimed the final success of capitalism as a practice and neoliberal economics as its
accompanying science. But with the uneven achievements of the “transition”—the deepening
problems of “development,” persistent unemployment, the widening of the wealth gap, and
expressions of resistance—the discipline of economics is no longer seen as a mirror of reality or as a
unified science. How should we understand economics and, more broadly, the organization and
disorganization of material life? In this book, international scholars from anthropology and
economics adopt a rhetorical perspective in order to make sense of material life and the theories
about it. Re-examining central problems in the two fields and using ethnographic and historical
examples, they explore the intersections between these disciplines, contrast their methods and
epistemologies, and show how a rhetorical approach offers a new mode of analysis while drawing on
established contributions.
  economics cambridge personal statement: Antitrust: The Person-centred Approach Abayomi
Al-Ameen, 2013-10-07 This book proposes a different approach to theorising and analysing antitrust



issues, working on the premise that at present, antitrust is addressed from top-down and narrow
perspectives which in effect limit the attention paid to or exclude issues that could otherwise be
considered. This reasoning is motivated by the pursuit of inclusiveness and broadness in the
antitrust context. The work contends that traditional top-down antitrust theories are weak because
they are incomplete and insufficient in their description and analysis of antitrust issues. Thus, it
identifies the need to construct a bottom-up approach. Invariably, such an approach would have to
avoid ex ante judgments about the suitability of the normative contents of antitrust laws and
theories, lest it fall into the same trap that plagues traditional theories. As a possible solution, the
author proposes a procedural account referred to as the person-centred approach (built on theories
such as Sen’s Capability) and carefully reviews its practicality.
  economics cambridge personal statement: On the Methodology of Financial Economics
Kavous Ardalan, 2023-06-01 Utilizing a multi-paradigmatic approach in considering the scientific
methodology of mainstream financial economics, and suggesting improvements, this book identifies
eleven biases of the scientific methodology of mainstream financial economics, namely: intellectual
bias, local bias, fad bias, ideological bias, automaticity bias, confirmation bias, cultural bias,
stereotyping bias, under-productivity bias, homogeneity bias, and isolation bias.
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