education of ancient sparta

Education of Ancient Sparta: A Unique Approach to Learning and Discipline

Education of ancient Sparta stands out in history not only for its distinctive methods
but also for its singular focus on creating disciplined warriors. Unlike other Greek city-
states that emphasized arts, philosophy, and rhetoric, Spartan education was a rigorous
system designed to prepare boys for a life dedicated to military service and civic duty. This
education system, known as the agoge, shaped the identity of Sparta and left a lasting
impression on how we understand education in the context of ancient civilizations.

The Philosophy Behind Spartan Education

The education of ancient Sparta was deeply intertwined with the city-state’s values and
priorities. Spartan society was built around the idea of military excellence and collective
strength. Spartans believed that the survival of their society depended on producing
strong, obedient, and resilient warriors. This philosophy influenced every aspect of their
educational system, where discipline, endurance, and loyalty were cultivated from a young
age.

Unlike the Athenian model that nurtured intellectual pursuits and artistic talents, Spartan
education was practical and austere. It aimed to eliminate individualism in favor of a
communal identity, emphasizing the needs of the state above the desires of the individual.
This approach ensured that Spartans were always ready for warfare, which was central to
their way of life.

The Agoge: The Heart of Spartan Education

At the core of the education of ancient Sparta was the agoge, a state-sponsored training

program mandatory for all male Spartan citizens. Starting at age seven, boys were taken
from their families and enrolled in this rigorous system that combined physical training,

survival skills, social education, and military discipline.

The agoge was much more than just schooling; it was a way of life. Boys lived in communal
barracks under strict supervision and were subjected to harsh physical challenges
designed to build endurance and toughness. They practiced wrestling, running, javelin
throwing, and combat techniques alongside lessons in stealth and cunning.

However, physical training was only one part of the curriculum. The agoge also
emphasized obedience, loyalty to Sparta, and the development of moral virtues such as
courage and self-control. Boys were encouraged to endure hardship without complaint and
to develop a sense of camaraderie with their peers, which was essential for effective
teamwork in battle.



Role of Discipline and Socialization

Discipline was the backbone of the Spartan educational framework. Punishments for
disobedience were severe, and boys were taught to accept pain and deprivation as a
normal part of life. This harsh upbringing was intended to produce resilient adults who
would not falter in the face of adversity.

Socialization within the agoge also played a critical role. Boys formed strong bonds with
one another, fostering a collective identity that transcended family ties. This sense of
brotherhood was crucial for maintaining the unity and strength of the Spartan phalanx on
the battlefield.

Education of Spartan Girls: Strength and
Independence

While much attention is given to the education of Spartan boys, the education of ancient
Sparta also included a unique system for girls. Unlike in many other Greek city-states,
Spartan girls received formal education that focused on physical fitness and moral
instruction.

Physical Training for Girls

Spartan girls were encouraged to engage in physical activities such as running, wrestling,
and javelin throwing. The rationale was that strong women would give birth to strong
children and contribute to the health of the state. This emphasis on fitness and endurance
was revolutionary for its time, as most other Greek societies limited female education to
domestic skills.

Intellectual and Moral Education

Beyond physical training, Spartan girls were taught values such as discipline, loyalty, and
self-reliance. They were also educated in managing households and raising future
warriors, which was seen as equally important to the state’s wellbeing. This education
empowered Spartan women with a sense of independence and confidence rarely found in
other ancient cultures.

Comparing Spartan Education with Other Greek
City-States

To appreciate the uniqueness of the education of ancient Sparta, it helps to compare it
with the educational systems of other Greek city-states, such as Athens.



Athenian Education: Intellectual and Artistic Pursuits

In Athens, education was geared towards developing well-rounded citizens who excelled in
philosophy, arts, and public speaking. Boys were taught reading, writing, music, and
rhetoric, preparing them for participation in democratic governance and cultural life.
Physical education was present but not as dominant as in Sparta.

Spartan Education: Military and Communal Focus

Conversely, Spartan education minimized intellectual pursuits and emphasized physical
toughness, obedience, and communal loyalty. The goal was not individual excellence but
the strength of the collective. This contrast reflects the differing social structures and
priorities of these two powerful city-states.

Legacy and Lessons from the Education of
Ancient Sparta

The education of ancient Sparta remains a fascinating study in how education can be
tailored to societal needs and values. While modern education often prioritizes creativity,
critical thinking, and individual development, the Spartan model shows a different
approach: one focused on discipline, resilience, and unity.

Insights into Discipline and Character Building

One lesson from the Spartan system is the importance of discipline and character
formation. The agoge’s rigorous training fostered qualities such as courage, endurance,
and loyalty that are universally valuable. Modern educators can find inspiration in how
Spartan education cultivated these traits through consistent practice and high
expectations.

Balancing Physical and Moral Education

Another insight is the integration of physical education with moral and social training.
Spartan education did not consider physical fitness in isolation but as part of a broader
process of shaping responsible citizens. This holistic approach can inform contemporary
discussions about the role of physical education in schools.

Cautionary Reflections on Rigidity

At the same time, the Spartan education system’s rigidity and harshness reveal potential



pitfalls. The suppression of individuality and intellectual curiosity could limit personal
growth and innovation. This balance remains a key consideration for educators striving to
develop both strong character and creative minds.

The education of ancient Sparta, with its distinctive focus on military readiness and social
cohesion, offers a compelling example of how education mirrors the values and needs of a
society. Its legacy continues to provoke thought about the purposes of education and the
diverse ways in which societies prepare their young for the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary focus of education in ancient
Sparta?

The primary focus of education in ancient Sparta was on military training, discipline, and
physical fitness to prepare boys for a life as soldiers.

At what age did Spartan boys begin their education?

Spartan boys began their formal education at the age of seven, when they were enrolled in
the agoge, the state-sponsored education and training program.

What was the agoge system in Spartan education?

The agoge was the rigorous education and training regimen that Spartan boys underwent,
emphasizing physical endurance, combat skills, survival tactics, and loyalty to Sparta.

How were Spartan girls educated in comparison to
boys?
Spartan girls received education focused on physical fitness, health, and domestic skills to

prepare them for motherhood and to produce strong Spartan offspring, which was
different from the boys' military training.

Who was responsible for overseeing the education of
Spartan children?

The Spartan state played a central role in overseeing education, with elders and appointed
instructors supervising the agoge for boys, while girls were educated mainly by their
families under state guidelines.

What values were emphasized through Spartan
education?

Spartan education emphasized values such as discipline, obedience, endurance, courage,



communal loyalty, and self-sacrifice for the state.

Did Spartan education include academic subjects like
reading and writing?

Spartan education placed less emphasis on academic subjects like reading and writing;
instead, it prioritized practical skills and physical training, though basic literacy was not
entirely neglected.

How did the education system contribute to Sparta's
military dominance?

By rigorously training boys from a young age in combat, survival, and discipline, the
education system ensured that Sparta produced highly skilled and loyal soldiers,
contributing significantly to its military dominance in ancient Greece.

What role did communal living play in Spartan
education?

Communal living was a key aspect of Spartan education, teaching boys to live, eat, and
train together under strict supervision, fostering teamwork, resilience, and a collective
Spartan identity.

Additional Resources
Education of Ancient Sparta: A Rigorous System Shaped by Military and Social Priorities

Education of ancient sparta stands out as one of the most distinctive and intense
systems in the classical world, reflecting the city-state’s prioritization of military prowess
and social cohesion. Unlike other Greek poleis such as Athens, where education
emphasized philosophy, arts, and rhetoric, Sparta’s educational framework was primarily
designed to produce disciplined, resilient warriors and loyal citizens who could uphold its
rigid social order. This article delves into the multifaceted aspects of Spartan education,
exploring its structure, objectives, and lasting historical significance through an
investigative lens.

Foundations of Spartan Education: The Agoge
System

Central to understanding the education of ancient Sparta is the agoge, the state-sponsored
training regimen that every Spartan male underwent from childhood into adulthood. The
agoge was less a formal school and more a lifelong institution aimed at instilling values
such as obedience, endurance, courage, and communal loyalty. Initiated at the age of
seven, the agoge removed boys from their family environment to be raised collectively



under strict supervision.

The curriculum within the agoge diverged significantly from contemporary Greek
educational models, which often emphasized intellectual development. Instead, Spartan
education focused on physical training, survival skills, and martial discipline. Boys were
subjected to rigorous exercises, including hunting, wrestling, and weapons training,
designed to build strength and stamina. The Spartan state also encouraged a harsh
upbringing, fostering resilience by exposing youths to minimal food rations and
encouraging endurance of pain and hardship.

Social Control and Education: The Role of the Krypteia

An intriguing but often overlooked aspect of Spartan education was the Krypteia, a
secretive institution closely tied to the agoge that functioned both as a rite of passage and
a form of social control. Young Spartans selected for the Krypteia were sent out into the
countryside armed only with a dagger. Their mission was to surveil and suppress the
helots — the subjugated population who worked the land and served as the backbone of
Spartan economy.

This practice highlights how education in ancient Sparta was not just about individual
development but also about maintaining the rigid social hierarchy. The Krypteia served as
a practical training ground for stealth, endurance, and ruthlessness, qualities deemed
essential for Spartan dominance. It also reinforced the message that Spartans were
warriors first and foremost, tasked with defending their polis from both external and
internal threats.

Gender and Education in Sparta

While the education of ancient Sparta is often associated exclusively with male warriors,
the training of Spartan girls was equally significant and quite progressive compared to
other Greek city-states. Female education in Sparta emphasized physical fitness, aiming to
produce healthy mothers capable of bearing strong children who would become future
soldiers.

Spartan girls participated in athletic activities such as running, wrestling, and javelin
throwing. Their physical training was designed to enhance endurance and robustness,
underpinned by the belief that strong women would raise strong Spartan boys.
Additionally, Spartan women were educated in basic literacy and music, although these
subjects were secondary to physical preparation.

This gender-inclusive approach to physical education contrasts sharply with Athenian
norms, where female education was largely confined to domestic skills and was rarely
state-supervised. The relative autonomy and physical empowerment of Spartan women
contributed to a unique societal structure in which women enjoyed higher status and
greater freedom than their contemporaries elsewhere in Greece.



Educational Content Beyond Physical Training

Despite its overwhelming focus on military preparation, the education of ancient Sparta
incorporated elements of intellectual and moral instruction, albeit in a limited scope.
Spartan boys were taught to read and write, skills necessary for basic communication and
military coordination. Music and dance also formed part of their education, used not only
for cultural reasons but to foster unity and discipline within the group.

Moral education in Sparta was closely tied to the city’s austere values. Stories of heroic
ancestors, Spartan laws, and communal rituals were emphasized to cultivate a strong
sense of identity and commitment to the polis. The educational system reinforced the ideal
of self-sacrifice for the collective good, discouraging individualism or pursuits that might
weaken group solidarity.

Comparative Perspectives: Spartan Education
Versus Athenian Education

A comparative analysis of Spartan and Athenian educational models reveals stark
differences shaped by each city-state’s political and cultural priorities. Athenian education,
known as didaskalia, centered on philosophy, rhetoric, arts, and sciences, aiming to
produce well-rounded citizens capable of civic participation and intellectual discourse. The
Athenian system encouraged debate, creativity, and the pursuit of knowledge for its own
sake.

In contrast, the education of ancient Sparta rejected such intellectual indulgences,
viewing them as distractions from military readiness. Spartan education was utilitarian,
designed to serve the needs of a rigid oligarchy and a militarized society. While Athens
cultivated thinkers like Socrates and Plato, Sparta produced disciplined hoplites and
commanders who valued obedience and physical toughness above all.

This divergence reflects broader ideological differences: Athens prioritized democracy and
cultural achievements, whereas Sparta emphasized oligarchic stability and martial
excellence. Both systems contributed to Greek civilization but in fundamentally different
ways, each tailored to its polis' unique social fabric.

Strengths and Limitations of Spartan Education

The education of ancient Sparta had clear strengths, particularly in producing soldiers
capable of extraordinary feats of endurance and battlefield effectiveness. The rigorous
training and communal upbringing fostered cohesion and loyalty that were crucial in
Spartan military successes, such as the Battle of Thermopylae.

However, this system also had notable limitations. The heavy emphasis on conformity and
discipline curtailed intellectual freedom and creativity. Spartan society was resistant to
change, partly due to its educational model that discouraged critical thinking or



innovation. Additionally, the harshness of the system and the subjugation of the helots
created internal tensions that ultimately contributed to Sparta’s decline in the Hellenistic
period.

Legacy and Historical Impact of Spartan
Education

The education of ancient Sparta, with its austere and militaristic focus, left an enduring
legacy in both historical scholarship and modern cultural imagination. Its model has been
analyzed extensively by historians seeking to understand the interplay between education,
social structure, and political power. The Spartan emphasis on physical discipline and
communal values has inspired various military and educational theories across centuries.

In contemporary discourse, the Spartan education system is often referenced as an
extreme example of state-controlled training prioritizing collective needs over individual
development. While its methods may seem harsh by modern standards, they reflect a
coherent and purposeful approach to education aligned with Sparta’s societal goals.

Ultimately, the education of ancient Sparta offers a compelling case study in how
education can be shaped to serve specific political and social ends, highlighting the
complex relationship between pedagogy, culture, and governance in the ancient world.
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education of ancient sparta: The Gymnasium of Virtue Nigel M. Kennell, 2000-11-09 The
Gymnasium of Virtue is the first book devoted exclusively to the study of education in ancient
Sparta, covering the period from the sixth century B.C. to the fourth century A.D. Nigel Kennell
refutes the popular notion that classical Spartan education was a conservative amalgam of primitive
customs not found elsewhere in Greece. He argues instead that later political and cultural
movements made the system appear to be more distinctive than it actually had been, as a means of
asserting Sparta's claim to be a unique society. Using epigraphical, literary, and archaeological
evidence, Kennell describes the development of all aspects of Spartan education, including the
age-grade system and physical contests that were integral to the system. He shows that Spartan
education reached its apogee in the early Roman Empire, when Spartans sought to distinguish
themselves from other Greeks. He attributes many of the changes instituted later in the period to
one person--the philosopher Sphaerus the Borysthenite, who was an adviser to the revolutionary
king Cleomenes III in the third century B.C.

education of ancient sparta: Spartan Education Jean Ducat, 2006-12-01 Jean Ducat is the
leading French authority on classical Sparta. Here is what is likely to be seen as his magnum opus.
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Ducat systematically collects, translates and evaluates the sources - famous and obscure alike - for
Spartan education. He deploys his familiar combination of good judgement and uncompromising
recognition of the limits to our knowledge, while drawing at times on aspects of French
structuralism. This book is likely to become the definitive reference on its subject, while also
informing and provoking the future work of others. Sparta was admitted by Greeks generally, even
by its Athenian enemies, to be the School of Hellas. Ducat's work is thus a major contribution to our
understanding of Greek ideas, and indeed to the history of education.

education of ancient sparta: Spartan Education Sabine Lorca, Al, 2025-03-29 Spartan
Education explores the agoge, Sparta's rigorous educational system that shaped its warriors and
citizens. Beyond military training, the agoge instilled values like civic duty and self-sacrifice, crucial
for maintaining social stability in a society constantly threatened by Helot uprisings. The book
reveals how this system prioritized the state's needs above individual desires, challenging the
common perception of Sparta as simply a war-focused society. The book investigates the agoge's
curriculum, role in shaping Spartan identity, and impact on military dominance. Did you know that
the agoge involved communal living and moral instruction, not just physical conditioning? Or that
unwavering loyalty to the state was a core value instilled via social engineering? These aspects
contributed to Sparta's unique social structure. The approach of the book is to examine historical
sources and archaeological evidence. Divided into three parts, the book first introduces Sparta's
historical context before dissecting the agoge's curriculum, detailing the stages of training from
childhood to adulthood. Finally, it analyzes the agoge's long-term impact on Spartan society. This
comprehensive overview is valuable for students of ancient and military history, educators, and
anyone interested in social institutions.

education of ancient sparta: The Gymnasium of Virtue , 1995

education of ancient sparta: A Companion to Ancient Education W. Martin Bloomer,
2015-06-23 A Companion to Ancient Education presents a series of essays from leading specialists in
the field that represent the most up-to-date scholarship relating to the rise and spread of educational
practices and theories in the ancient Greek and Roman worlds. Reflects the latest research findings
and presents new historical syntheses of the rise, spread, and purposes of ancient education in
ancient Greece and Rome Offers comprehensive coverage of the main periods, crises, and
developments of ancient education along with historical sketches of various educational methods
and the diffusion of education throughout the ancient world Covers both liberal and illiberal
(non-elite) education during antiquity Addresses the material practice and material realities of
education, and the primary thinkers during antiquity through to late antiquity

education of ancient sparta: A Brief History of Education in Greece Apostolos Syropoulos,
Eleni Tatsiou, 2025-05-23 This book is a concise history of education in Greece. The description
starts from the Mycenaean and Minoan periods and goes up to the present day. Since many authors
have written extensively on the history of education in ancient Greece, the book does not focus on
that but on the so-called Byzantine and Modern Greek history of education (i.e., the period from 330
AD to the present). Since many aspects of the history of modern Greece are not generally known,
additional reference is made to individuals and events that have marked it. The book contains tables
and diagrams showing the structure and organization of education in different periods.

education of ancient sparta: Spartan Women Sarah B. Pomeroy, 2002 In this book, Sarah
Pomeroy seeks to reconstruct the lives and the world of Sparta's women--including how their legal
status changed over time and how they held on to their surprising autonomy. Written by one of the
leading authorities on women in antiquity, this is the first full-length study of Spartan women.

education of ancient sparta: Spartan Education: A Glimpse into Growth Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-04-16 Journey into the heart of ancient Sparta and discover the secrets of their
renowned educational system in this captivating book. Delve into the unique culture and history that
shaped Spartan society, where physical fitness, military prowess, and moral values were held in the
highest regard. Explore the intricate workings of the Spartan education system, from the rigorous
age-grade system to the comprehensive curriculum that encompassed physical training, military



instruction, and intellectual pursuits. Witness the transformation of young Spartan boys into
formidable warriors and exemplary citizens, instilled with unwavering discipline, courage, and a
deep sense of loyalty to their city-state. Unravel the complexities of Spartan society and understand
the vital role women played in shaping the Spartan ethos. Despite the prevailing patriarchal norms,
Spartan women enjoyed a level of autonomy and influence that was uncommon in ancient Greece.
Their education and upbringing prepared them to be strong, resilient, and supportive members of
the Spartan community. Discover the enduring legacy of Spartan education, extending far beyond
the borders of ancient Greece. Trace the dissemination of Spartan educational ideas through history,
examining their impact on subsequent civilizations and the lessons that can be drawn for
contemporary education. Learn how Spartan principles have influenced military training programs,
physical education systems, and even modern educational philosophies. This book is a
comprehensive exploration of Spartan education, drawing from a wealth of ancient texts,
archaeological evidence, and modern scholarship to provide a nuanced and engaging narrative. It is
a must-read for anyone interested in ancient history, education, military strategy, or the enduring
legacy of Sparta, one of the most fascinating and influential civilizations in human history. If you like
this book, write a review on google books!

education of ancient sparta: A History of Art Education Arthur D. Efland, 1990 Arthur Efland
puts current debate and concerns in a well-researched historical perspective. He examines the
institutional settings of art education throughout Western history, the social forces that have shaped
it, and the evolution and impact of alternate streams of influence on present practice.A History of
Art Education is the first book to treat the visual arts in relation to developments in general
education. Particular emphasis is placed on the 19th and 20th centuries and on the social context
that has affected our concept of art today. This book will be useful as a main text in history of art
education courses, as a supplemental text in courses in art education methods and history of
education, and as a valuable resource for students, professors, and researchers. “The book should
become a standard reference tool for art educators at all levels of the field.” —The Journal of
Aesthetics and Art Criticism “Efland has filled a gap in historical research on art education and
made an important contribution to scholarship in the field.” —Studies in Art Education

education of ancient sparta: History of Early Childhood Education V. Celia Lascarides,
Blythe F. Hinitz, 2013-05-13 History of Early Childhood Education presents a thorough and elegant
description of the history of early childhood education in the United States. This book of original
research is a concise compendium of historical literature, combining history with the prominent and
influential theoretical background of the time. Covering historical threads that reach from ancient
Greece and Rome to the early childhood education programs of today, this in-depth and well-written
volume captures the deep tradition and the creative knowledge base of early care and education.
History of Early Childhood Education is an essential resource for every early childhood education
scholar, student, and educator.

education of ancient sparta: Sparta Michell, 1964-01-03 H. Michell professor i Politisk
gkonomi ved Hamilton Universitetet i Canada om Sparta i antikken.

education of ancient sparta: American Educational History Journal Donna M. Davis,
2016-07-01 The official journal of the Organization of Educational Historians The American
Educational History Journal is a peer?reviewed, national research journal devoted to the
examination of educational topics using perspectives from a variety of disciplines. The editors of
AEH] encourage communication between scholars from numerous disciplines, nationalities,
institutions, and backgrounds. Authors come from a variety of disciplines including political science,
curriculum, history, philosophy, teacher education, and educational leadership. Acceptance for
publication in AEH] requires that each author present a well?articulated argument that deals
substantively with questions of educational history. AEH] accepts papers of two types. The first
consists of papers that are presented each year at our annual meeting. The second type consists of
general submission papers received throughout the year. General submission papers may be
submitted at any time. They will not, however, undergo the review process until January when



papers presented at the annual conference are also due for review and potential publication. For
more information about the Organization of Educational Historians (OEH) and its annual conference,
visit the OEH web site at: www.edhistorians.org.

education of ancient sparta: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Education John L.
Rury, Eileen Tamura, 2019 This handbook offers a global perspective on the historical development
of educational institutions, systems of schooling, educational ideas, and educational experiences. Its
36 chapters consider the field's changing scholarship, while examining particular national and
regional themes and offering a comparative perspective. Each also provides suggestions for further
research and analysis.

education of ancient sparta: Greek and Roman Education Mark Joyal, J.C Yardley, Iain
McDougall, 2022-01-31 Modern western education finds its origins in the practices, systems and
schools of the ancient Greeks and Romans. It is in the field of education, in fact, that classical
antiquity has exerted one of its clearest influences on the modern world. Yet the story of Greek and
Roman education, extending from the eighth century B.C. into the Middle Ages, is familiar in its
details only to relatively few specialists. Containing nearly 300 translated texts and documents,
Greek and Roman Education: A Sourcebook is the first book to provide readers with a large, diverse
and representative sample of the primary evidence for ancient Greek and Roman education. A
special feature of this Sourcebook is the inclusion not only of the fundamental texts for the study of
the subject, but also unfamiliar sources that are of great interest but are not easily accessible,
including inscriptions on stone and Greek papyri from Egypt. Introductions to each chapter and to
each selection provide the guidance which readers need to set the historical periods, themes and
topics into meaningful contexts. Fully illustrated and including extensive suggestions for further
reading, together with an index of passages explored, students will have no further need for any
other sourcebook on Greek and Roman education.

education of ancient sparta: Instant Notes On: Principles And History Of Physical Education
Dr. A. K. Uppal, Instant Notes On: Principles and History of Physical Education is a quick-reference
guide designed for students, educators, and competitive exam aspirants in the field of physical
education. It presents essential concepts in a concise and structured format, making it an ideal
companion for last-minute revision or classroom support. The book covers the fundamental
principles of physical education, such as its aims, objectives, values, and educational significance,
along with a detailed overview of the historical development of physical education — from ancient
civilizations to modern systems, including the Indian context. This handy guide simplifies complex
topics through bullet points, headings, and exam-oriented summaries, making it especially useful for
students preparing for B.P.Ed, M.P.Ed, NET, PET, TET, and other competitive exams.

education of ancient sparta: PGT Physical Education Question Bank Chapterwise - for
PGT Teachers Mocktime Publication, PGT Physical Education Question Bank Chapterwise - for PGT
Teachers

education of ancient sparta: A History of Education Franklin Verzelius Newton Painter,
1886

education of ancient sparta: The Historical Review of Sparta 2024 Giorgio Piras, Rita Sassu,
2024-12-20 The third issue of “The Historical Review of Sparta” deals with ancient Greek polytheism
in Sparta and in the Peloponnese. Specifically, by focusing on ancient religion, it aims to analyse and
discuss gods, cults, rites and sanctuaries attested in the Lacedaemonian polis, exploring them in the
light of their socioeconomic, political, military significances and implications. Therefore, the present
volume critically illustrates several yet interconnected aspects of the Spartan sacred realm. Some
contributions intend to shed light on the complex relation between kingship and gods, stressing the
propagandistic side of divine worship. Other papers examine Spartan sanctuaries, also from a
political, military and economic standpoint, in some cases highlighting the architectural, artisanal
and artistic productions connected to the consecrated spaces. Finally, some of the articles aim to
assess religion’s impact over the management of the polis’ urban organisation and societal structure,
together with the role of cult in controlling the surrounding territory. By doing so, the current issue



of the Journal means to provide a throughout and multifaceted reconstruction of ancient religious
practices in ancient Sparta and the Peloponnese, from different perspectives, from the Archaic age
until the Roman phase.

education of ancient sparta: Notes and Outlines of Topics in the History of Education Daniel
Putnam, 1892

education of ancient sparta: Rousseau and the Limits of the Liberal International Order
Joshua King, 2024-11-29 Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s international thought anticipates many of the
political dynamics that have arisen through globalization and great power competition. Rousseau
and the Limits of the Liberal International Order considers Rousseau as a critic and a reformer of
international politics, arguing that Rousseau’s account of liberty drives his approach to the
international realm. Rousseau’s work provides an incisive critique. He dismantles notions of
economic rationalism, rejects the preference for administration over self-governance, and
encourages strategies of resistance as a meaningful response to great power rivalry. To address
these concerns, Rousseau affirms an approach to international politics that is closely related to his
account of political liberty. For Rousseau, liberty develops through one’s carefully chosen
obligations that encourage self-rule, limit dependence on others, and constrain the irrational motives
of politics. To pursue these goals, Rousseau proposes civic education and national institutions that
cultivate a sense shared of humanity and limit the use of war. These alternatives moderate the
desire for status and establish a form of national interest directed towards contentment and
pluralism rather than competition. Rousseau acknowledges significant limits to these solutions.
Citizenship creates substantive divisions among human beings, and the pursuit of national
self-sufficiency may leave the state vulnerable to more powerful neighbors. Emphasizing these
trade-offs draws attention to competing sources of human obligation and to the unsatisfying ways
that international politics attempts to harmonize them.
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