
the secret society book

The Enigmatic World of The Secret Society Book: Unlocking Hidden Mysteries

the secret society book has always captivated readers with its aura of mystery, intrigue, and hidden
knowledge. Whether you’re drawn to thrilling tales of clandestine organizations or fascinated by the
historical and symbolic significance of secret societies, these books offer a unique window into worlds that
operate behind closed doors. Exploring these narratives not only entertains but also invites reflection on
power, secrecy, and the human desire to belong to something greater.

What Makes the Secret Society Book So Intriguing?

At the heart of the secret society book lies a compelling blend of suspense and revelation. Readers are often
presented with characters who navigate shadowy networks, decipher cryptic codes, and uncover conspiracies
that challenge their understanding of reality. This genre taps into a universal curiosity about what goes on
beyond the public eye—the rituals, the hierarchies, the hidden agendas.

Secret societies like the Freemasons, the Illuminati, or fictional groups such as those in Dan Brown’s novels,
serve as fertile ground for storytelling. These groups symbolize exclusivity, mystery, and sometimes, rebellion
against the established order. The allure comes from the tension between secrecy and the human craving for
knowledge.

The Role of Symbolism and Rituals

One of the most fascinating elements in the secret society book is the use of symbolism and rituals. These are
not mere decorative details; they convey deeper meanings and serve as gateways to understanding the society’s
values and power structures. From enigmatic symbols etched in ancient manuscripts to elaborate initiation
ceremonies, these details enrich the narrative and provide layers of interpretation.

For readers, decoding these symbols alongside the protagonist creates a participatory experience, turning
passive reading into an active quest. This symbolic language often draws from real-world traditions and
mythologies, lending authenticity and a sense of timelessness to the tale.

Historical Foundations Behind Secret Society Books

While many secret society books delve into fictional realms, they frequently root their stories in historical
fact. Understanding the real-world origins of secret societies enhances the reading experience by providing
context and grounding fantastical elements in reality.

Famous Secret Societies and Their Influence

- **The Freemasons:** One of the oldest and most well-known secret societies, the Freemasons have inspired
countless books. Their rituals, symbols like the square and compass, and their influence on historical events
are often central themes.
- **The Illuminati:** Often depicted as the puppet masters behind global events, the Illuminati’s mythos fuels
many conspiracy-driven secret society books.
- **The Rosicrucians:** Known for their mystical and esoteric knowledge, this society is a favorite among
authors exploring themes of alchemy and hidden wisdom.



By weaving historical facts with imaginative storytelling, secret society books invite readers to question
history and consider alternative perspectives on power and knowledge.

Popular Secret Society Books That Captivated Audiences

If you’re wondering where to start your journey into secret societies, several books stand out as must-reads,
both for their gripping narratives and their cultural impact.

Dan Brown’s “The Da Vinci Code” and Beyond

Few authors have popularized the secret society book genre as much as Dan Brown. “The Da Vinci Code”
combines art history, religious symbolism, and secret societies into a fast-paced thriller that has captivated
millions. Brown’s use of puzzles and codes encourages readers to engage actively with the text, making the
experience immersive and intellectually stimulating.

Umberto Eco’s “Foucault’s Pendulum”

For those seeking a more cerebral approach, “Foucault’s Pendulum” offers a dense, complex exploration of
conspiracy theories and secret knowledge. Eco’s novel delves into the dangers of obsession and the human
tendency to find patterns where none exist, providing a meta-commentary on the secret society book genre itself.

Why Are People Fascinated by Secret Societies?

The enduring popularity of the secret society book ties into deeper psychological and social factors. Humans
are naturally drawn to stories that explore hidden truths and forbidden knowledge. Secret societies represent
the ultimate “insider” group—those who hold the keys to power and understanding others lack.

The Appeal of Exclusivity and Mystery

Joining a secret society symbolizes acceptance into an elite circle, which taps into the human desire for
belonging and status. Readers vicariously experience this exclusivity by following characters who gain access
to hidden worlds, creating a sense of excitement and adventure.

Exploration of Power Dynamics

Secret society books often probe the mechanisms of power and control. They question who holds influence
behind the scenes and how secrecy can be both protective and manipulative. This exploration resonates in a
world where transparency is prized but often elusive.

Tips for Writing Your Own Secret Society Book

If the mystique of secret societies inspires you to craft your own story, here are some insights to help you
create a compelling narrative.



Develop a Unique Society: Avoid clich�s by inventing original rituals, symbols, and motives that reflect
the themes you want to explore.

Blend Fact and Fiction: Incorporate historical elements to add authenticity but don’t be afraid to push
boundaries for dramatic effect.

Create Relatable Characters: Your protagonists should have clear goals and personal stakes to keep
readers emotionally invested.

Use Symbolism Wisely: Symbols should enrich the story without overwhelming the plot, providing clues
or thematic depth.

Maintain Suspense: Gradually reveal secrets to keep readers turning pages, balancing mystery with
payoff.

Writing a secret society book allows you to explore themes of trust, secrecy, and the quest for knowledge
while crafting a thrilling adventure.

The Secret Society Book in Modern Culture

Beyond literature, secret society themes permeate movies, television, and video games, reflecting their broad
cultural appeal. Series like “The Secret Circle” or films like “The Skulls” bring these motifs to life on screen,
while video games often incorporate secret societies as factions or story drivers.

This cross-media presence sustains interest and creates a shared cultural vocabulary around secret
organizations, making the secret society book genre part of a larger conversation about mystery and power in
society.

The secret society book remains a fascinating gateway into worlds of hidden influence and ancient wisdom.
Whether you approach it as entertainment, historical curiosity, or a source of inspiration, it offers a rich
tapestry of stories that continue to captivate imagination and spark endless questions about what lies
beneath the surface.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Secret Society' book?

'The Secret Society' revolves around a group of individuals who uncover hidden truths and conspiracies within
a powerful clandestine organization, blending mystery, suspense, and adventure.

Who is the author of 'The Secret Society' book?

The author of 'The Secret Society' varies depending on the specific book, but a popular recent novel with this
title is written by British author Christopher Golden.

Is 'The Secret Society' book part of a series?

Yes, some versions of 'The Secret Society' are part of a series that explores different facets of secret
organizations and their impact on society, often continuing the story across multiple books.



What genre does 'The Secret Society' book belong to?

'The Secret Society' typically falls under the genres of thriller, mystery, and sometimes fantasy or historical
fiction, depending on the author’s approach.

Are there any real-life secret societies referenced in 'The Secret Society'
book?

Many versions of 'The Secret Society' incorporate elements inspired by real-life secret societies such as the
Freemasons, Illuminati, or other historical groups to add authenticity and intrigue.

Where can I buy or read 'The Secret Society' book?

'The Secret Society' can be found on major book retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and local bookstores,
as well as in digital formats on platforms like Kindle and Audible.

Additional Resources
The Secret Society Book: Unveiling the Mysteries Behind Hidden Orders

the secret society book has long intrigued readers, scholars, and conspiracy theorists alike. These texts delve
into the enigmatic world of clandestine organizations, exploring their origins, rituals, influence, and the myths
that surround them. From the Freemasons to the Illuminati, secret societies have captured imaginations for
centuries, serving as fertile ground for stories that blend fact with speculation. In this article, we take a
thorough and analytical approach to understanding the genre of secret society books, examining their appeal,
historical context, and the implications they carry in modern culture.

Understanding the Allure of the Secret Society Book

The secret society book occupies a unique niche in literature, combining elements of history, mystery, and often
thriller fiction. These works appeal not only because they promise to reveal hidden knowledge but also because
they tap into a universal human fascination with exclusivity and power. Secret societies are depicted as
gatekeepers of arcane wisdom or as shadowy puppeteers controlling world events from behind the scenes.

Historically, many secret society books have attempted to shed light on real organizations, such as the
Freemasons, the Rosicrucians, or the Skull and Bones society. Others, however, blend fact and fiction to
create compelling narratives that challenge readers’ perceptions of reality. This ambiguity is a key feature
that sustains interest and debate within this genre.

Historical Roots and Evolution

The origins of secret societies stretch back to ancient times, with some of the earliest known groups forming
for religious or philosophical purposes. For example, the Pythagoreans in ancient Greece combined scientific
inquiry with mystical beliefs, functioning as a proto-secret society. Fast forward to the Renaissance and
Enlightenment periods, and secret societies proliferated, often centered around intellectual pursuits or
political agendas.

The secret society book genre evolved alongside these groups, documenting their philosophies, rituals, and
alleged conspiracies. Books such as “Morals and Dogma” by Albert Pike or “The Secret Teachings of All Ages”
by Manly P. Hall have served as foundational texts, offering detailed insights into esoteric traditions. In
contemporary times, the genre has expanded to include works that analyze the cultural impact of these



societies, as well as fictional stories inspired by them.

Key Themes Explored in Secret Society Books

Several recurring themes shape the content of secret society literature. Understanding these themes helps
contextualize why the genre remains relevant and provocative.

Power and Influence

One of the most dominant themes is the exercise of hidden power. Secret society books frequently portray these
organizations as wielders of significant political, economic, or cultural influence. Whether documented
through historical accounts or speculative narratives, the suggestion is that members operate behind the
scenes to steer global events, maintain elite status, or protect guarded knowledge.

Ritual and Symbolism

Ritualistic practices and symbolic language are central to the mystique of secret societies. Many books delve
into the meanings behind elaborate ceremonies, coded gestures, and unique emblems. This exploration appeals to
readers interested in anthropology, mythology, and religious studies, as it connects secret societies to
broader cultural phenomena.

Secrecy and Exclusivity

The concept of secrecy itself is a powerful draw. Secret society books often emphasize the exclusivity of
membership and the barriers to entry, which heighten the sense of mystery. This theme also raises questions
about transparency, trust, and the societal impact of hidden networks.

Analyzing Popular Secret Society Books

To appreciate the genre fully, it is useful to look at some prominent examples and their distinctive
contributions.

“The Secret History of the World” by Mark Booth

This book provides a sweeping overview of esoteric knowledge and secret societies throughout history.
Booth’s narrative connects various mystical traditions, including alchemy, Kabbalah, and Hermeticism, to the
activities of clandestine groups. The work is praised for its accessible style and comprehensive scope, making
complex topics approachable for general readers.

“Foucault’s Pendulum” by Umberto Eco

Though a work of fiction, Eco’s novel is a critical examination of conspiracy theories and secret societies. The
story follows editors who invent a fictional conspiracy that eventually takes on a life of its own. This
metafictional approach offers insight into how secret society narratives can blur fact and fiction, influencing



public perception.

“Proofs of a Conspiracy” by John Robison

Published in the late 18th century, this book represents one of the earliest attempts to expose secret societies,
particularly the Illuminati. While some claims have been contested, Robison’s work remains influential in the
study of secret society literature, illustrating how fear and suspicion of such groups have historical
precedent.

Pros and Cons of Secret Society Books

Like any literary genre, secret society books have their strengths and limitations.

Pros:

They stimulate curiosity about history, culture, and power dynamics.

Offer rich material for academic and popular research.

Engage readers with thrilling and mysterious narratives.

Provide insight into human psychology and social structures.

Cons:

Often blend fact with speculation, leading to misinformation.

Can reinforce unfounded conspiracy theories.

Sometimes lack rigorous scholarly evidence.

May sensationalize or romanticize secret societies, distorting reality.

The Impact of Secret Society Books on Popular Culture

The influence of secret society books extends beyond literature into films, television, and online media. Themes
originating from these books appear in blockbuster movies, such as “The Da Vinci Code” and “National
Treasure,” which have introduced secret society lore to a global audience. The genre’s symbols and narratives
also permeate music videos, video games, and social media discussions, underscoring its pervasive cultural
footprint.

This cross-media presence has contributed to both fascination and skepticism regarding secret societies. On one
hand, it encourages exploration and creative storytelling; on the other, it sometimes fuels paranoia and
conspiracy-driven worldviews. As a result, secret society books continue to be a double-edged sword in the
dissemination of knowledge and myth.



Digital Age and Accessibility

With the advent of the internet and e-books, the secret society book genre has become more accessible than ever.
Readers can now explore rare manuscripts, historical documents, and modern analyses with ease. Online forums
and digital communities dedicated to secret societies have emerged, creating spaces for debate and discovery.
This democratization of information challenges traditional gatekeeping but also raises concerns about the
quality and accuracy of available content.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Secret Society Literature

As global interest in secret societies persists, future books are likely to adopt more multidisciplinary
approaches, integrating history, sociology, psychology, and digital humanities. Emerging research
methodologies and the unveiling of previously classified archives could offer fresh perspectives on these
enigmatic groups. Additionally, as society grapples with questions of privacy, surveillance, and power, secret
society books may provide valuable frameworks for understanding contemporary issues.

The secret society book remains a compelling genre that balances intrigue with inquiry, inviting readers to
question what lies beneath the surface of societal structures. Whether approached as a source of historical
knowledge or a springboard for imaginative storytelling, these books continue to captivate and challenge
audiences worldwide.
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  the secret society book: The Secret Society Robin Brown, 2015-11-01 Cecil John Rhodes
made a fortune from diamonds and gold, became prime minister of the Cape, and had a country
named after him, but his ambitions were far greater than that. When he was still in his twenties,
after a meeting with General Gordon of Khartoum, Rhodes set up a Secret Society with the aim of
establishing a new world order. The society, disciplined on Jesuit-style rules, became Rhodes’s
lifelong obsession, and after his death it lived on and grew under the leadership of his executor, Lord
Alfred Milner. The society played a key role in the governance of Britain during the Great War and
the peace terms to end it, and it was linked to appeasement initiatives involving Hitler, the Duke of
Windsor and Mrs Simpson before World War II. Echoes of the Secret Society survive in different
guises to this day, including the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House) and the
Rhodes Scholarships. In The Secret Society, Robin Brown unpacks this astonishing and largely
unknown history. He brings Rhodes, his companions and his successors to life by drawing from
diaries and letters, and sheds new light on Rhodes’s homosexuality. Ranging from the diamond
mines of Kimberley to the halls of power in Westminster, and peopled with characters such as
General Gordon, Leander Starr Jameson, W.T. Stead, Olive Schreiner, the Princess Radziwill, Joséph
Chamberlain and David Lloyd George, this book is a page-turner that will make you see the world,
both past and present, in a different light.
  the secret society book: The Secret Society Robin Brown, 2016 In The Secret Society, Robin
Brown unpacks this astonishing and largely unknown history. He brings Rhodes, his companions and
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his successors to life by drawing from diaries and letters, and sheds new light on Rhodes's
homosexuality.
  the secret society book: The Secret Societies Handbook Michael Bradley, 2004-09-30 Elite
secret clubs have always influenced society. First they build power, then they bend others to help
them, knowingly or in ignorance, to consolidate and expand their power base. Then they destroy
society. Some of them already control the world. When the word cult is used, the response is usually
the same: dangerous, subversive, anti-family, anti-social. And while this is certainly true, the most
daunting discovery in this book is tha the most powerful secret societies are actually running the
world, seeking to destroy morality and the family unit while publicly appearing to be their biggest
champions. Their ultimate weapons are power and time. They have the power; only time will bring
their obscure scheme to its inevitable conclusion. This book examines 21 of these elusive and deeply
disturbing organizations and reveals in alarming detail how, for five centuries, they have
successfully manipulated the global economy, waged wars, and controlled the balance of power to
bring about a New World Order.
  the secret society book: A Glimpse of the Great Secret Society (1872) Louis Rene De
Caraduc De La Chalotais, Charles Newdigate Newdegate, 2008-06-01 This scarce antiquarian book
is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain imperfections such as marks,
notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work is culturally important, we
have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting the
world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the original work.
  the secret society book: Secret Societies and Subversive Movements Nesta Helen Webster,
1924
  the secret society book: Illuminati: The Secret Society That Hijacked the World (The
History of One of the World's Most Notorious Secret Societies) Patrick Hunter, Surveying
experts—from those who dismiss the illuminati as a short-lived group of little consequence to
skeptics who dare question the government's accounts and pronouncements—marrs cuts through
the wild speculation and the attempts to silence critical thinkers to tell the true story of this secret
cabal. Gnosticism, mystery schools, the roshaniya, knights templar, assassins, rosicrucians, skull and
bones, knights of malta, whistle blowers, the revolutions in france, russia, and america, and the
structure, symbols, and theology of the illuminati are all covered. You will learn: · The origins of the
illuminati and how they came to be · The secrets of the illuminati's hidden symbols and their true
meaning · The illuminati's influence in politics, media, and entertainment · The truth behind the
illuminati's supposed involvement in world events · And much more! Regardless of the veracity
behind any of the conspiracy theories, there can be no denying the profound impact of the group
over the past few centuries. Even those who find nothing untoward in the history of the illuminati
understand the importance of the society’s mystique, from its origins in bavaria to its founder, adam
weishaupt, along with those who carried the society to its peak. Without question, there have been
an endless number of conspiracy theories surrounding the illuminati that have long had the world
buzzing, a trend that continues on to this very day.
  the secret society book: The Mystery of the Secret Society Harper Paris, 2016-03-22 Twins
Ethan and Ella go on an adventure in Greece, where they learn about the mystery-solving Society of
Apollo--
  the secret society book: The Mystery of the Secret Society Harper Paris, 2016-03-22 Twins
Ethan and Ella go on an adventure in Greece, where they learn about the mystery-solving Society of
Apollo--
  the secret society book: The Secret Society of Time Travelers Declan Hunter, 2024-10-08
In a world where the timeline is constantly under threat, the Chronos Guardians stand as the last
line of defense. Led by the determined Ethan and guided by the wise Dr. Hawthorne, this team of
brave individuals faces incredible challenges to protect the past, present, and future. From
uncovering ancient prophecies and hidden legacies to battling the relentless Rival Society, the
Guardians navigate a labyrinth of mysteries and dangers. As they delve into the origins of their



mission, they uncover secrets that deepen their resolve and strengthen their unity. With each
mission, they honor the sacrifices of those who came before them and renew their commitment to
safeguarding the timeline. The Secret Society of Time Travelers is a thrilling journey of courage,
resilience, and the unbreakable bonds of friendship, where the stakes are higher than ever, and the
future of the timeline hangs in the balance.
  the secret society book: The Secret Societies of All Ages & Countries - Volume 1 Charles
William Heckethorn, 2005-11-01 This society, probably the most pernicious association which has
ever existed in Europe, was, or is-for we have no proofs that it has ceased to exist-an association of
blacklegs, thieves, extortioners, rogues and villains of every kind... -from The Camorra From the
modern intrigue of conspiracy theories to the immense popularity of The Da Vinci Code, the
fascination with secret societies-and their arcane knowledge and power-has never been so rampant.
This monumental, encyclopedic work details the initiations and ceremonies, the codes and customs
of mysterious organizations from ancient times to the modern world. First published in 1875 and
completely revised and updated in 1897, this remains the definitive, authoritative guide to secret
societies... and to the spiritual evolution of humanity they represent. Volume I explores: the Magi
and the Mithraics . Egyptian priests and kings Chinese metaphysics . the Druids . Cabbalism and
Gnosticism pagan rites and myths echoed in Christianity . heretics the Assassins and the Dervishes .
chivalrous knights the Inquisition . Alchemy . the Mafia . the Illuminati and much more. Also
available from Cosimo Classics: The Secret Societies of All Ages & Countries: Vol. 2. British historian
and author CHARLES WILLIAM HECKETHORN (c. 1826-1902) was born in Switzerland but
emigrated to England as a child. Among his writings are a novel, a book of verse, translations of
Scandinavian folklore, and the travelogues Italian Lights and Shadows, London Souvenirs, and
London Memories.
  the secret society book: How to Start a Secret Society Oliver Wolf, 2015-04-06 The concept
of secret societies has not only infatuated the wild imagination of children, but of adults as well. The
mystique, the thrill that it provides, of being a part of something that no one else knows about, the
sense of circumventing the establishment and the 'normal' world around you - who could pass up
that kind of rush?!? Every secret society started somewhere - with a group of unknowns who
eventually managed famous deeds, or were made famous by the deeds of their successors, which
escalated the total brand value of their society. The point is, you don't need to be another George
Washington to head your own secret society. Ever heard of John Heath? No? Well, he's the fellow
who started the American Greek student system in 1776, because he failed admission into the two
existing Latin fraternities at his college. Today, the result is not only a thriving and flourishing
system, but it counts as the pinnacle of US collegiate social life for most students, and provides a
valuable network of alumni, including ex-Presidents, Senators, Fortune-500 CEOs, and many other
notables among its ranks. But beyond their potential future impacts, secret societies are fun! And
they're so incredibly easy to start, it's a surprise there aren't hundreds of them. Oh wait, maybe
there are? I guess we'll never know, since we can't count them if they're secret. Are you eager to
create your own secret society or club? This book has all the information you'll need to get started.
The first rule you need to know is: Respect the 'secret' part of secret society, and don't discuss any
details with your boyfriend's best friend's uncle's girlfriend's cousin just to show off how clever you
are. Now that we've got that out of the way, continue reading and you'll have your secret society up
and running in no time!
  the secret society book: The Secret Societies of All Ages and Countries Charles William
Heckethorn, 2025-07-09 Reprint of the original, first published in 1875. The Antigonos publishing
house specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We make sure that these works
are made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage.
  the secret society book: A History of Secret Societies Arkon Daraul, 1962 Almost every
social system throughout history has produced its secret societies. Here is a unique study of such
societies from earliest recorded times to the present, along with an analysis of their forms, rituals,
and beliefs. The author has traveled extensively to gather documentation. The Charcoal Burners of



Italy, the Castrators of Russia, the Old Man of the Mountains, and the Gnostics are but a few of the
many described.
  the secret society book: The Secret Societies of All Ages and Countries Charles William
Heckethorn, 1875
  the secret society book: The Secret Societies of All Ages & Countries - Volume 2 Charles
William Heckethorn, 2005-11-01 Ireland, helpless against misery and superstition, misled by hatred
against her conquerors, the rulers of England, formed sects to fight not so much the evil, as the
supposed authors of the evil. -from Irish Societies From the modern intrigue of conspiracy theories
to the immense popularity of The Da Vinci Code, the fascination with secret societies-and their
arcane knowledge and power-has never been so rampant. This monumental, encyclopedic work
details the initiations and ceremonies, the codes and customs of mysterious organizations from
ancient times to the modern world. First published in 1875 and completely revised and updated in
1897, this remains the definitive, authoritative guide to secret societies... and to the spiritual
evolution of humanity they represent. Volume II features: .an in-depth exploration of Freemasonry,
from its origins and traditions to its influence in the histories of England, Scotland, France, and Italy
.political secret societies, including anarchists, Napoleonic organizations, and the Ancient Order of
Hibernians .minor groups such as the Cambridge Secret Society, Phi-Beta-Kappa, and Society of the
Turf. Also available from Cosimo Classics: The Secret Societies of All Ages & Countries: Vol. 1.
British historian and author CHARLES WILLIAM HECKETHORN (c. 1826-1902) was born in
Switzerland but emigrated to England as a child. Among his writings are a novel, a book of verse,
translations of Scandinavian folklore, and the travelogues Italian Lights and Shadows, London
Souvenirs, and London Memories.
  the secret society book: The Secret Societies of All Ages and Countries Ch. W.
Heckethorn, 2005
  the secret society book: The Dialectics of Secret Society Power in States Stanton K. Tefft,
1992 The Dialectics of Secret Society Power in States explores a fascinating problem neglected by
social science for many years, the political role of secret societies in state systems. Through a
comparative study of secret society activity in five states, this book provides a penetrating analysis
of the dynamics of state-secret society power relations. The five states and corresponding secret
societies presented in this study are: Liberia (Poro and Sande), Ottoman Turks (Bektashi), Ching
China ( White Lotus), Malaysia (Triad), and South Africa (Broederbond). Unique to this book is the
portrayal of secret societies as organizations responsive to the conflicts generated by structural
contradictions within state systems and the larger social systems of which states are integral units.
Unlike earlier studies of secret orders that provide largely descriptive accounts of secret
organizations and their rituals, The Dialectics of Secret Society Power in States clearly identifies the
nature of the conflicts in which secret societies are involved and shows how this involvement
impacts on the secret order and its power relations with the state. This study also presents an
integrated theoretical assessment of secret societies as both products of, as well as forces for,
sociopolitical change. It will be of particular interest to political anthropologists and political
sociologists, as well as those studying social and revolutionary movements in Asia and Africa.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  the secret society book: The Secret Societies of All Ages and Countries Charles William
Heckethorn, 1875
  the secret society book: The secret societies of all ages and countries C.W. Heckethorn, A
Comprehensive Account of upwards of One Hundred and Sixty Secret Organisations—Religious,
Political, and Social—from the most Remote Ages down to the Present Time.
  the secret society book: Secret Societies of the Middle Ages [by T. Keightley] Thomas
Keightley, 2013-09 This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1848 edition. Excerpt: ... Ancient times present us with no other society of
any importance to which we can properly apply the term secret. The different sects of the Gnostics,



who are by the fathers of the church styled heretics, were to a certain extent secret societies, as
they did not propound their doctrines openly and publicly; but their history is so scanty, and so
devoid of interest, that an examination of it would offer little to detain ordinary readers. The present
volume is devoted to the history of three celebrated societies which flourished during the Middle
Ages, and of which, as far as we know, no full and satisfactory account is to be found in English
literature. These are the Assassins, or Isma'ilites, of the East, whose name has become in all the
languages of Europe synonymous with murderer, who were a secret society, and of whom we have in
general such vague and indistinct conceptions; the military order of the Knights Templars, who were
most barbarously persecuted under the pretext of their holding a secret doctrine, and against whom
the charge has been renewed at the present day; and, finally, the Secret Tribunals of Westphalia, in
Germany, concerning which all our information has hitherto been derived from the incorrect
statements of dramatists and romancers.* It is the simplicity of truth, and not the excitement of
romance, that the reader is to expect to find in the following pages, --pictures of manners and modes
of thinking different from our own, --knowledge, not mere entertainment, yet as large an infusion of
the latter as is consistent with truth and instruction. * Since the present work was prepared, a
translation of Von Hammer's History of the Assassins has been published by Dr. Oswald Charles
Wood. THE ASSASSINS.* CHAPTER I. State of.
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