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American Van Equipment Installation Instructions: A Step-by-Step Guide to Setting Up Your Work Van

american van equipment installation instructions are essential for anyone looking to transform a standard
van into a highly functional mobile workspace. Whether you're outfitting a van for plumbing, electrical
work, or general contracting, proper installation ensures safety, efficiency, and durability. In this guide,
we'll walk through the key steps and tips for installing American Van Equipment products, from shelving
units to ladder racks, providing you with practical insight to get the job done right the first time.

Understanding American Van Equipment and Its Importance

American Van Equipment is known for its durable and customizable van storage solutions designed to
maximize space and improve organization. From sturdy steel shelving and drawer units to ladder racks and
partition walls, their products cater to various tradespeople who rely on their vans as mobile workshops.

Proper installation is crucial not only for optimizing the storage capacity but also for maintaining vehicle
safety. Poorly installed equipment can shift during transit, causing damage to tools, the van, or even posing
risks to the driver. Following the manufacturer’s instructions carefully helps avoid these pitfalls and
prolongs the lifespan of your van equipment.

Preparing Your Van for Installation

Before diving into the installation process, preparation is key. Taking the time to plan and prep your
workspace will make the actual setup smoother and more efficient.

Assessing Your Van’s Interior

Start by thoroughly cleaning the van’s interior and removing any debris or obstructions. Measure the
dimensions of the cargo area, noting any wheel wells, doors, or other features that might interfere with the
placement of shelves or racks. This step ensures you select the right equipment sizes and avoid installation
headaches.



Gathering Necessary Tools and Supplies

Having the proper tools on hand before you begin will save time and frustration. Common tools needed for
American Van Equipment installation include:

Drill and drill bits

Socket wrench set

Measuring tape

Level

Screwdrivers (Phillips and flathead)

Rubber mallet

Safety goggles and gloves

Additionally, review the equipment packaging for any included hardware like bolts or brackets that are
specific to your model.

Step-by-Step Installation of American Van Equipment

Following a systematic approach ensures you install your van equipment securely and correctly.

Installing Shelving Units

Shelving units are among the most popular components for organizing tools and materials. Here’s how to
install them:

Position the Shelving: Place the shelving unit inside the van, aligning it against the wall or partition1.
where you intend to install it. Use a level to ensure it sits straight.

Mark Mounting Points: Using a pencil or marker, identify the locations on the van’s frame or floor2.



where mounting brackets will attach.

Pre-Drill Holes: With the drill, carefully pre-drill holes into the marked points to prevent metal3.
from bending or cracking.

Secure the Shelving: Attach the shelving unit using the provided bolts and brackets, tightening4.
them firmly with a socket wrench.

Check Stability: Give the shelf a gentle shake to test for movement. Tighten bolts further if5.
necessary.

Installing Ladder Racks

If your work requires transporting ladders, installing a ladder rack is invaluable. Here’s a brief overview:

Locate Roof Mounting Points: Most vans have designated spots for roof racks. If not, you’ll need to
carefully select locations that won’t compromise the van’s structural integrity.

Assemble Rack Components: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to assemble the rack before
mounting.

Attach the Rack: Using bolts and brackets, secure the rack firmly to the roof rails or sidewalls.

Seal Mounting Holes: To prevent leaks, apply a waterproof sealant around any drilled holes.

Test Carrying Capacity: After installation, test the rack’s stability by placing a ladder on it and
securing it with straps or locks.

Installing Partition Walls

Partitions separate the cargo area from the driver’s cabin, improving safety and climate control.

Measure the Van’s Width and Height: Ensure your partition fits snugly without interfering with1.
doors or seats.



Position the Partition: Place it where it will be mounted, often behind the front seats.2.

Mark and Drill Mounting Holes: Mark where the partition will attach to the van’s floor, ceiling, and3.
walls, and pre-drill accordingly.

Secure the Partition: Using bolts supplied by American Van Equipment, fasten the partition in place.4.

Inspect and Adjust: Check for any gaps or movement and adjust as needed for a tight seal.5.

Safety Tips and Best Practices for Installation

Installing van equipment requires attention to detail and adherence to safety standards. Here are some
helpful tips:

Wear Protective Gear: Always use gloves and safety goggles to protect yourself from sharp edges
and debris.

Follow Manufacturer’s Guidelines: Don’t deviate from the provided installation steps unless you have
professional experience.

Secure Fasteners Properly: Loose bolts can cause equipment to shift, leading to potential damage or
injury.

Distribute Weight Evenly: Organize shelves and storage units to balance the load, improving vehicle
handling.

Use Anti-Slip Mats: Placing mats on shelves can prevent tools from sliding during transit.

Maintaining Your Installed American Van Equipment

Once your equipment is installed, regular maintenance will keep it functioning well and extend its
lifespan.



Routine Inspections

Periodically check bolts, brackets, and shelves for signs of wear or loosening. Tighten any hardware that
may have shifted due to road vibrations.

Cleaning and Rust Prevention

Keep metal surfaces clean and dry to prevent rust. If you notice any corrosion spots, treat them with rust
remover and apply touch-up paint if needed.

Adjusting Storage Layouts

As your toolset or workflow changes, consider reconfiguring shelves or adding modular components to
maintain an efficient setup.

Why Professional Installation May Be Worth Considering

While many tradespeople successfully install their own van equipment, hiring a professional installer can
save time and ensure precision. Professionals have experience with different van models and can customize
installations to your specific needs. Moreover, they often provide warranties on their work, offering peace
of mind.

However, armed with the right tools, instructions, and patience, many customers find DIY installation
rewarding and cost-effective.

American Van Equipment installation instructions are designed to be user-friendly, but don’t hesitate to
reach out to the manufacturer’s support team if you encounter difficulties. Properly installed equipment
transforms your van into a well-organized, safe, and efficient workspace, making your daily tasks smoother
and more productive.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the official American Van Equipment installation



instructions?
The official American Van Equipment installation instructions can typically be found on their official
website under the 'Support' or 'Resources' section, or included in the product packaging.

What tools are required for installing American Van Equipment shelving
units?
Common tools needed for installing American Van Equipment shelving include a drill, screwdriver, level,
tape measure, and sometimes a wrench or socket set depending on the model.

Are American Van Equipment installation instructions compatible with
all van models?
Installation instructions are generally designed to be compatible with a wide range of van models, but it is
important to verify compatibility with your specific van make and model before installation.

How do I ensure safety while installing American Van Equipment in my
van?
To ensure safety, carefully follow the installation instructions, use the recommended tools, wear protective
gear, and if unsure, seek professional assistance to avoid damage or injury.

Can I install American Van Equipment shelving myself or should I hire a
professional?
Many American Van Equipment products are designed for DIY installation with clear instructions, but if
you are not comfortable with tools or vehicle modifications, hiring a professional is recommended.

Are there video tutorials available for American Van Equipment
installation?
Yes, American Van Equipment and several third-party sources often provide video tutorials on platforms
like YouTube that walk through the installation process step-by-step.

Additional Resources
American Van Equipment Installation Instructions: A Comprehensive Guide for Optimal Setup

american van equipment installation instructions serve as a critical foundation for ensuring that commercial



vans are outfitted efficiently and safely. Whether customizing a fleet vehicle for trades, delivery, or mobile
services, correct installation of van equipment maximizes functionality and longevity. This article delves
into the detailed process, practical considerations, and best practices surrounding American Van
Equipment’s installation instructions, offering an insightful perspective for fleet managers, installers, and
end-users alike.

Understanding American Van Equipment and Its Importance

American Van Equipment (AVE) has established a robust reputation in the commercial vehicle upfitting
industry. Their product range spans from van shelving and partitions to flooring and ladder racks, designed
to optimize cargo management and driver safety. Proper installation following the manufacturer’s
instructions not only guarantees compliance with safety standards but also enhances operational efficiency.

The installation instructions provided by American Van Equipment are typically comprehensive, tailored
to specific vehicle models, and designed to accommodate a variety of configurations. These guidelines
ensure that equipment such as shelving units, drawers, and storage cabinets are securely mounted and
aligned, preventing damage or hazards during transit.

Key Components in American Van Equipment Installation

The installation process involves several critical components and steps, including:

Assessment of Vehicle Interior: Measuring and evaluating the van’s interior dimensions to select
appropriately sized equipment.

Preparation of Mounting Surfaces: Cleaning and, if necessary, reinforcing surfaces to ensure stable
attachment points.

Hardware and Fasteners: Utilizing the correct bolts, screws, and anchors as specified in the
instructions to maintain structural integrity.

Alignment and Positioning: Ensuring shelves and partitions are level and positioned to optimize
space and accessibility.

Safety Checks: Verifying that installed equipment does not interfere with vehicle operation or
emergency exits.



Adhering to these components within the American Van Equipment installation instructions is vital to
achieving a durable and functional setup.

Step-by-Step Installation Process

Installation instructions for American Van Equipment typically break down the process into clear,
manageable steps, allowing installers to follow a logical progression. This structured approach is essential for
maintaining consistency across multiple vehicle installations.

1. Pre-Installation Planning

Before any physical installation begins, it is crucial to review the specific instructions related to the
equipment model and the van make and model. American Van Equipment often provides detailed
diagrams and part lists, highlighting any vehicle-specific adaptations.

Planning involves deciding on the layout based on the intended use of the van, such as prioritizing
shelving height for tools or drawer placement for parts access. This phase may also include consulting with
fleet managers or end-users to customize the configuration.

2. Installing Shelving and Storage Units

The core of most van upfits involves shelving and storage solutions. American Van Equipment’s
instructions emphasize securing these units to the vehicle’s frame or floor using the recommended
fasteners.

Installers must:

Position the shelving units according to the layout plan.1.

Mark drilling points precisely to avoid misalignment.2.

Use a drill and appropriate bits to create mounting holes without damaging the van’s structural3.
integrity.

Attach shelving with supplied brackets and hardware, ensuring tight and secure fittings.4.



Following these steps ensures that the shelves withstand the rigors of transport and heavy use.

3. Partition and Bulkhead Installation

Partitions separate the driver’s compartment from the cargo area, improving safety and climate control.
American Van Equipment’s instructions on partition installation typically include:

Aligning the partition flush against the van’s interior walls.

Using mounting brackets that absorb vibrations and prevent rattling.

Ensuring that door openings or sliding mechanisms function without obstruction.

Proper installation of partitions contributes to driver safety by preventing cargo from shifting forward
during sudden stops.

4. Flooring and Ladder Rack Installation

Flooring solutions often involve non-slip surfaces or reinforced materials. Installation instructions
recommend surface preparation, such as cleaning and priming, before adhesive or mechanical fasteners are
applied.

Ladder racks require careful alignment on the roof rails or side walls. American Van Equipment provides
torque specifications for bolts to guarantee secure attachment without damaging the vehicle’s frame.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Even with detailed instructions, installers may encounter challenges. Awareness of these issues can
improve installation outcomes.

Vehicle Variability

Differences in van models, years, and aftermarket modifications can affect equipment fitment. Installers
should verify compatibility and consult updated instructions or customer support if discrepancies arise.



Drilling and Mounting Difficulties

Improper drilling can weaken the vehicle’s structure or lead to leaks if not sealed correctly. Using
templates and protective measures, such as sealing compounds, mitigates these risks.

Weight Distribution Concerns

Overloading one side or area of the van can impair handling and safety. Following recommended weight
limits and distributing equipment evenly aligns with American Van Equipment’s safety guidelines.

Comparative Insights: American Van Equipment vs. Competitors

When evaluating installation instructions, American Van Equipment stands out for clarity and the
inclusion of visual aids, which many competitors lack. Their guidance balances technical rigor with
accessibility, catering to both professional installers and DIY enthusiasts.

Other brands may offer more modular or tool-less installation options but sometimes sacrifice the robustness
that comes with AVE’s metalwork-heavy designs. Therefore, users seeking durable, long-lasting van
equipment might prefer American Van Equipment despite a slightly more involved installation process.

Benefits of Following Official Installation Instructions

Warranty Compliance: Ensures that equipment warranties remain valid.

Safety Assurance: Reduces the risk of equipment failure during vehicle operation.

Optimized Performance: Maximizes space utilization and equipment accessibility.

Longevity: Proper installation extends the lifespan of both equipment and vehicle interior.

Deviating from official instructions can lead to costly repairs or safety hazards.



Technological Advances and Digital Tools in Installation

American Van Equipment has embraced digital solutions to support installers. Their online portals often
feature installation videos, interactive manuals, and customer support chat functions. These resources
enhance understanding and reduce common installation errors.

Additionally, augmented reality (AR) tools are emerging, allowing installers to visualize equipment
placement within the van in real-time before beginning physical work. This innovation holds promise for
streamlining the installation process and boosting accuracy.

The integration of technology underscores the evolving nature of van upfitting and the importance of
following up-to-date installation instructions.

The meticulous nature of American Van Equipment installation instructions reflects the broader trend of
professionalizing commercial vehicle customization. By combining precise engineering, clear
communication, and ongoing support, AVE empowers installers to deliver safe and efficient solutions
tailored to diverse business needs. As fleets continue to adapt to dynamic operational demands, adherence to
these instructions will remain a cornerstone of effective van equipment outfitting.
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