history of the fingerprint

History of the Fingerprint: Tracing the Unique Mark of Identity

history of the fingerprint is a fascinating journey that intertwines science,
law enforcement, and human identity. Fingerprints, those intricate patterns
of ridges and valleys found on our fingertips, have been a silent yet
powerful witness to countless stories throughout history. Today, they are an
indispensable tool in forensic science and personal identification, but how
exactly did they come to hold such significance? Let’s embark on a detailed
exploration of the origins, development, and enduring impact of
fingerprinting.

The Early Recognition of Fingerprints

Long before modern forensic science came into being, fingerprints were
noticed and even appreciated for their uniqueness by various ancient
cultures. The earliest recorded use of fingerprints dates back thousands of
years.

Ancient Civilizations and Their Uses of Fingerprints

In ancient Babylon, around 2000 BCE, fingerprints were used on clay tablets
as a form of signature for business transactions. This early use indicates an
awareness that these patterns were unique to individuals. Similarly, in
ancient China, fingerprint impressions were sometimes used on official
documents and seals to authenticate identity.

In addition, some archaeologists have uncovered fingerprints left on pottery
from pre-Columbian civilizations in the Americas. While these were likely
incidental, they offer a glimpse into the longstanding human connection to
these distinctive marks.

Scientific Discovery and Classification

While fingerprints had been observed and utilized in various informal ways
for centuries, it wasn’t until the 19th century that their scientific and
forensic potential was truly recognized and systematically studied.

Sir William Herschel and Early Identification

One of the earliest documented uses of fingerprints in a formal
identification context occurred in India during the British colonial period.
Sir William Herschel, a British officer, began using fingerprints on
contracts as early as the 1850s. He noticed that fingerprints remained
consistent over time, making them reliable for verifying identities.

Herschel’s practice was groundbreaking but didn’t immediately spread beyond
administrative uses. Nevertheless, it planted the seed for more rigorous



scientific inquiry.

Dr. Henry Faulds and the Forensic Breakthrough

The Scottish physician Henry Faulds is often credited with pioneering
fingerprint analysis in forensic science. Working in Japan in the 1880s,
Faulds recognized that fingerprints could be used to identify individuals at
crime scenes.

He published papers advocating fingerprinting as an identification method and
even attempted to solve crimes using fingerprint evidence. Faulds’ insights
laid the groundwork for fingerprinting as a criminal investigation tool,
although he faced resistance from the scientific community at the time.

Sir Francis Galton and the Science of Fingerprints

The most significant advancement in fingerprint history came from Sir Francis
Galton, a cousin of Charles Darwin. Galton’s work in the late 19th century
established the scientific basis for fingerprint analysis.

He conducted extensive research on fingerprint patterns, categorizing them
into loops, whorls, and arches. Galton also demonstrated that fingerprints
are unique and immutable, meaning no two fingerprints are alike, and they do
not change over a lifetime.

His publication, “Fingerprints” (1892), became a foundational text that
helped fingerprinting gain acceptance in law enforcement and identification
practices.

Fingerprinting in Law Enforcement and
Identification

The adoption of fingerprinting by police and governmental agencies marked a
turning point in the history of the fingerprint, transforming it from a
scientific curiosity into a powerful tool for justice.

The First Fingerprint Criminal Identification

One of the earliest cases where fingerprint evidence was used to solve a
crime was in Argentina in 1892. Police used fingerprints to identify a
suspect in a murder case, marking the first criminal conviction based on
fingerprint evidence.

Shortly after, in 1901, Scotland Yard in London officially adopted
fingerprinting for criminal identification, replacing previous methods such
as anthropometry, which measured body parts but proved less reliable.



Development of Fingerprint Classification Systems

As fingerprint use expanded, the need to organize and catalog prints became
crucial. Several classification systems were developed to facilitate this:

e Henry Classification System: Developed by Sir Edward Henry, this system
categorized fingerprints based on their patterns, making it easier to
file and retrieve prints in large databases.

e Vucetich System: Created by Juan Vucetich in Argentina, this system also
classified fingerprints and was widely used in Latin America.

These systems allowed law enforcement agencies to maintain comprehensive
fingerprint records and quickly match prints found at crime scenes with known
individuals.

Technological Advances and Modern Fingerprint
Analysis

With the rise of technology in the 20th and 21st centuries, fingerprint
analysis has become faster, more accurate, and integrated into various
identification systems worldwide.

From Ink to Digital Scanning

Traditional fingerprint collection involved rolling fingers in ink and
pressing them on paper cards—a method that could be messy and error-prone.
The advent of digital scanners transformed this process, enabling high-
resolution capture of fingerprint data with minimal effort.

Digital databases allow instant comparison of prints with millions of
records, greatly enhancing the speed and effectiveness of identification.

Automated Fingerprint Identification Systems (AFIS)

One of the most significant technological milestones in the history of the
fingerprint is the development of AFIS. These computerized systems use
algorithms to analyze fingerprint patterns and match them against wvast
databases.

AFIS has revolutionized criminal investigations, border security, and even

access control in private sectors. It has also reduced human error and sped
up the identification process exponentially.

Beyond Forensics: Fingerprints in Biometric Security



Fingerprint recognition technology is no longer limited to law enforcement.
Today, it is a cornerstone of biometric security systems globally. From
unlocking smartphones and laptops to securing sensitive areas in workplaces,
fingerprints provide a convenient and secure way to verify identity.

This widespread use underscores the enduring importance of fingerprints,
rooted in their unique and unchangeable nature established through centuries
of study.

Interesting Facts and Tips About Fingerprints

Understanding the history of the fingerprint also involves appreciating some
lesser-known facts and practical insights:

e Fingerprints are formed in the womb around the 10th week of gestation
and remain unchanged throughout a person’s life.

e Even identical twins, who share the same DNA, have different
fingerprints, highlighting the complexity of their formation.

e Fingerprints can be altered temporarily through injury or skin
conditions, but permanent changes are rare and usually result from deep
scars.

e In forensic investigations, latent fingerprints (those left
unintentionally on surfaces) are often enhanced using powders,
chemicals, or advanced imaging techniques to reveal ridge details.

For anyone interested in forensic science or personal security, appreciating
these aspects of fingerprints can deepen one’s understanding of their
practical value.

The history of the fingerprint is a testament to human ingenuity and the
quest for reliable identification. From ancient clay tablets to cutting-edge
biometric systems, fingerprints have journeyed through time, quietly proving
that our unique patterns are more than Jjust marks—they are keys to identity,
justice, and security.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of fingerprinting as a method of
identification?
Fingerprinting as a method of identification originated in ancient

civilizations such as Babylon, where fingerprints were used on clay tablets
as a form of signature.

Who is considered the father of modern



fingerprinting?

Sir Francis Galton is considered the father of modern fingerprinting due to
his work in the late 19th century establishing fingerprint classification and
uniqueness.

When were fingerprints first used in criminal
investigations?

Fingerprints were first used in criminal investigations in the late 19th
century, with the first known case in Argentina in 1892 where fingerprints
helped convict a man of murder.

How did fingerprint classification systems develop
historically?

Fingerprint classification systems were developed by pioneers like Sir
Francis Galton and Sir Edward Henry, who created systematic ways to
categorize fingerprint patterns to aid identification.

What role did the Henry Classification System play in
fingerprint history?
The Henry Classification System, developed by Sir Edward Henry in the early

20th century, standardized fingerprint categorization and was widely adopted
by police forces worldwide.

When did fingerprinting become widely accepted as a
forensic tool?

Fingerprinting became widely accepted as a forensic tool during the early
20th century after successful court cases and improvements in classification
and comparison techniques.

How did technology impact the history of
fingerprinting?
Technological advancements such as inkless fingerprinting, automated

fingerprint identification systems (AFIS), and digital databases
revolutionized fingerprint analysis and storage.

Are fingerprints unique to every individual
historically proven?

Yes, historical and scientific studies, beginning with Sir Francis Galton's
work, have proven that fingerprints are unique to each individual and remain
unchanged throughout their lifetime.

Additional Resources

History of the Fingerprint: Tracing the Origins and Evolution of Biometric
Identification



History of the fingerprint reveals a fascinating journey from ancient
civilizations to modern forensic science. This unique biometric marker has
served various purposes—from personal identification in antiquity to a
cornerstone of criminal investigations today. Understanding the development
and application of fingerprinting over centuries provides valuable insights
into its enduring significance and the technological advancements that have
shaped its use.

Early Recognition and Use of Fingerprints

The earliest known acknowledgment of fingerprints dates back thousands of
years. Archaeological evidence shows that ancient cultures, including the
Babylonians and Chinese, utilized fingerprint impressions as a form of
personal signature or authentication. In Mesopotamia, for instance,
fingerprints appeared on clay tablets as a means to validate documents.
Similarly, during the Qin Dynasty in China (221-206 BCE), fingerprints were
reportedly used to seal contracts and legal documents, indicating early
recognition of their uniqueness.

Despite these early applications, the scientific foundation for fingerprint
analysis remained undeveloped for centuries. The historical use of
fingerprints was mostly symbolic or practical rather than analytical, lacking
the systematic study that would emerge much later.

The Scientific Foundation of Fingerprint
Identification

Rudolf Finger and the First Scientific Observations

The history of the fingerprint as a scientific tool began in the 17th century
when anatomists and researchers started to examine the patterns on human
fingers. In 1686, the English physician Dr. Nehemiah Grew published
observations about the intricate ridges on fingertips. Although not directly
linked to identification, Grew’s work laid the groundwork for understanding
the anatomy of fingerprints.

Later, in the 19th century, scientists such as Sir William Herschel and Dr.
Henry Faulds advanced the study by recognizing the permanence and
individuality of fingerprint patterns. Herschel, working in India, noticed
that fingerprints did not change over time and proposed their use for
identification. Faulds further argued for fingerprints as unique identifiers
and suggested their forensic application.

Sir Francis Galton and the Classification System

One of the most pivotal figures in the history of fingerprinting is Sir
Francis Galton, a cousin of Charles Darwin. In the late 1800s, Galton
conducted extensive research into fingerprint patterns, identifying three
main types: loops, whorls, and arches. He statistically demonstrated the
uniqueness of fingerprints among individuals, reinforcing their potential for



reliable identification.

Galton’s work culminated in the development of a classification system that
allowed fingerprints to be categorized and indexed systematically. This
system became foundational for law enforcement agencies worldwide,
facilitating the storage and retrieval of fingerprint records.

Fingerprinting in Law Enforcement and Forensics

Adoption by Police Forces

The practical use of fingerprints in criminal Jjustice gained momentum in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The first official use of fingerprint
evidence in a criminal case occurred in Argentina in 1892, when Juan
Vucetich, an Argentine police official, used fingerprint identification to
solve a murder case. This success demonstrated the method’s reliability and
inspired its adoption globally.

Shortly thereafter, the Metropolitan Police Service in London established the
first fingerprint bureau in 1901, formalizing fingerprinting as a forensic
tool. The system rapidly expanded, replacing earlier identification methods
like anthropometry, which was less accurate and more cumbersome.

Technological Advancements and Modernization

Over time, fingerprint analysis evolved from manual classification to
advanced technological methods. The introduction of automated fingerprint
identification systems (AFIS) in the late 20th century revolutionized the
field. AFIS allowed rapid digital scanning, matching, and comparison of
fingerprint records on a massive scale, significantly improving efficiency
and accuracy.

Today, fingerprint recognition is integrated into biometric security systems,
border control, and personal devices such as smartphones. The history of the

fingerprint reflects this transformation from a forensic novelty to a
ubiquitous security feature.

Features and Characteristics of Fingerprints

Understanding why fingerprints serve as reliable identifiers requires
examining their distinct features:

e Uniqueness: No two individuals have identical fingerprint patterns, even
identical twins.

e Permanence: Fingerprint patterns remain unchanged throughout a person’s
life.

e Classifiable Patterns: Loops, whorls, and arches provide a framework for



systematic analysis.

e Minutiae Points: Specific ridge characteristics, such as bifurcations
and ridge endings, enhance identification precision.

These features collectively ensure the robustness of fingerprint
identification, making it a preferred biometric method over alternatives such
as facial recognition or iris scanning in many contexts.

Challenges and Limitations in Fingerprint
Analysis

Despite its strengths, fingerprinting faces certain challenges. Partial or
smudged prints can complicate analysis, potentially leading to errors. The
quality of fingerprint collection and examiner expertise significantly affect
outcomes. Furthermore, debates around fingerprint evidence reliability
occasionally arise in legal contexts, emphasizing the need for stringent
standards and verification.

Technological limitations also persist. While AFIS systems have improved
matching capabilities, false positives and false negatives remain possible,
particularly in large databases. Privacy concerns related to biometric data
storage and use add another layer of complexity to the fingerprinting
landscape.

Fingerprinting in the Digital Age

In recent decades, the history of the fingerprint has intersected with
advancements in digital technology. The integration of fingerprint sensors in
consumer electronics marks a new era where fingerprint recognition extends
beyond law enforcement to everyday life. Devices now routinely use
fingerprint authentication for unlocking screens, authorizing payments, and
securing sensitive information.

This expansion prompts ongoing research into enhancing fingerprint capture
methods, anti-spoofing technologies, and data protection measures. As
biometric systems become more widespread, the balance between convenience,
security, and privacy remains a critical consideration.

Comparisons with Other Biometric Modalities

When compared to other biometric identifiers like facial recognition or
retina scans, fingerprinting offers a compelling combination of ease of use,
cost-effectiveness, and reliability. While facial recognition can be affected
by environmental factors and changes in appearance, and retina scans require
specialized equipment, fingerprinting benefits from well-established
infrastructure and user familiarity.

However, multi-modal biometric systems, which combine fingerprints with other
identifiers, are emerging as a way to enhance accuracy and security,



reflecting the dynamic nature of biometric technology.

The history of the fingerprint is a testament to the enduring human quest for
reliable identification methods. From ancient seals to high-tech scanners,
fingerprints have evolved into a critical tool for security, justice, and
personal authentication. As technology continues to advance, fingerprints
will likely maintain their central role, adapting to new challenges and
applications in an increasingly interconnected world.

History Of The Fingerprint

Find other PDF articles:
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-088/files?docid=ikq16-0180&title=detective-stories-for-kids-to-solve.

pdf

history of the fingerprint: Suspect Identities Simon A. COLE, Simon A Cole, 2009-06-30 No
two fingerprints are alike, or so it goes. For nearly a hundred years fingerprints have represented
definitive proof of individual identity in our society. We trust them to tell us who committed a crime,
whether a criminal record exists, and how to resolve questions of disputed identity. But in Suspect
Identities, Simon Cole reveals that the history of criminal identification is far murkier than we have
been led to believe. Cole traces the modern system of fingerprint identification to the
nineteenth-century bureaucratic state, and its desire to track and control increasingly mobile,
diverse populations whose race or ethnicity made them suspect in the eyes of authorities. In an
intriguing history that traverses the globe, taking us to India, Argentina, France, England, and the
United States, Cole excavates the forgotten history of criminal identification--from photography to
exotic anthropometric systems based on measuring body parts, from fingerprinting to DNA typing.
He reveals how fingerprinting ultimately won the trust of the public and the law only after a long
battle against rival identification systems. As we rush headlong into the era of genetic identification,
and as fingerprint errors are being exposed, this history uncovers the fascinating interplay of our
elusive individuality, police and state power, and the quest for scientific certainty. Suspect Identities
offers a necessary corrective to blind faith in the infallibility of technology, and a compelling look at
its role in defining each of us.

history of the fingerprint: The Origin of Finger-Printing William J. Herschel, 2020-07-20
Reproduction of the original: The Origin of Finger-Printing by William J. Herschel

history of the fingerprint: Fingerprints Colin Beavan, 2001 This is a fascinating story of a
scientific breakthrough that solved one of the most brutal murders in England's history and forever
changed the criminal justice system. Fingerprints traces fingerprinting to its present-day
applications and illustrates why the unique tracks we leave with our fingers continue to be one of
the most important means of identifying criminals.

history of the fingerprint: Fundamentals of Fingerprint Analysis Hillary Moses Daluz,
2014-12-01 The CSI effect has brought an explosion of interest in the forensic sciences, leading to
the development of new programs in universities across the world. While dozens of professional
texts on the science of fingerprint analysis are available, few are designed specifically for students.
An essential learning tool for classes in fingerprinting and impression evidence, Fundamentals of
Fingerprint Analysis takes students from an understanding of the historical background of
fingerprint evidence to seeing how it plays out in a present-day courtroom. Using a pedagogical
format, with each chapter building on the previous one, the book is divided into three sections. The


http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-085/files?ID=psQ49-4887&title=history-of-the-fingerprint.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-088/files?docid=ikq16-0180&title=detective-stories-for-kids-to-solve.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-088/files?docid=ikq16-0180&title=detective-stories-for-kids-to-solve.pdf

first explains the history and theory of fingerprint analysis, fingerprint patterns and classification,
and the concept of biometrics—the practice of using unique biological measurements or features to
identify individuals. The second section discusses forensic light sources and physical and chemical
processing methods. Section Three covers fingerprint analysis with chapters on documentation,
crime scene processing, fingerprint and palm print comparisons, and courtroom testimony. Designed
for classroom use, each chapter contains key terms, learning objectives, a chapter summary, and
review questions to test students’ assimilation of the material. Ample diagrams, case studies, and
photos demonstrate concepts in a way that prepares students for working actual cases.

history of the fingerprint: Survey of State Criminal History Information Systems (2008,
10th Ed. ) Owen M. Greenspan, 2010-08 This report is based upon the results from a survey
conducted of the administrators of the State criminal history record repositories in MarchéJune
2009. Fifty-six jurisdictions were surveyed. Responses were received from 53 jurisdictions. It
presents a snapshot as of Dec. 31, 2008. In addition, the FBI was the source for some of the
information relating to criminal history records, including State participation in the Interstate
Identification Index (III) system (the national criminal records exchange system) and the number of
IIT records maintained by the FBI on behalf of the States; the number of records in the protection
order file; and the number of sex offender records in the FBI National Crime Information Center
files. Charts and tables.

history of the fingerprint: Privacy and Security of Criminal History Information United
States. National Criminal Justice Information and Statistics Service, 1978

history of the fingerprint: Survey of State Criminal History Information Systems, 1997
Sheila J. Barton, 1998

history of the fingerprint: The Identification Division of the FBI United States. Federal
Bureau of Investigation, 1991

history of the fingerprint: Survey of Criminal History Information Systems , 1990

history of the fingerprint: Some Higher Levels in the Postglacial Development of the
Finger Lakes of New York State ... Thomas Leonard Watson, 1897

history of the fingerprint: Directory of Automated Criminal Justice Information Systems
, 1980

history of the fingerprint: Use and Management of Criminal History Record Information
, 2001

history of the fingerprint: The FBI fingerprint identification automation program : issues and

options. ,
history of the fingerprint: Autopsy of a Crime Lab Brandon Garrett, 2022-03 This book

exposes the dangerously imperfect forensic evidence that we rely on for criminal convictions. That's
not my fingerprint, your honor, said the defendant, after FBI experts reported a 100-percent
identification. The FBI was wrong. It is shocking how often they are. Autopsy of a Crime Lab is the
first book to catalog the sources of error and the faulty science behind a range of well-known
forensic evidence, from fingerprints and firearms to forensic algorithms. In this devastating forensic
takedown, noted legal expert Brandon L. Garrett poses the questions that should be asked in
courtrooms every day: Where are the studies that validate the basic premises of widely accepted
techniques such as fingerprinting? How can experts testify with 100-percent certainty about a
fingerprint, when there is no such thing as a 100 percent match? Where is the quality control at the
crime scenes and in the laboratories? Should we so readily adopt powerful new technologies like
facial recognition software and rapid DNA machines? And why have judges been so reluctant to
consider the weaknesses of so many long-accepted methods? Taking us into the lives of the
wrongfully convicted or nearly convicted, into crime labs rocked by scandal, and onto the front lines
of promising reform efforts driven by professionals and researchers alike, Autopsy of a Crime Lab
illustrates the persistence and perniciousness of shaky science and its well-meaning practitioners.

history of the fingerprint: Fundamentals of Fingerprint Analysis, Second Edition Hillary
Moses Daluz, 2018-10-26 Building on the success of the first Edition—the first pure textbook



designed specifically for students on the subject—Fundamentals of Fingerprint Analysis, Second
Edition provides an understanding of the historical background of fingerprint evidence, and follows
it all the way through to illustrate how it is utilized in the courtroom. An essential learning tool for
classes in fingerprinting and impression evidence—with each chapter building on the previous one
using a pedagogical format—the book is divided into three sections. The first explains the history
and theory of fingerprint analysis, fingerprint patterns and classification, and the concept of
biometrics—the practice of using unique biological measurements or features to identify individuals.
The second section discusses forensic light sources and physical and chemical processing methods.
Section three covers fingerprint analysis with chapters on documentation, crime scene processing,
fingerprint and palm print comparisons, and courtroom testimony. New coverage to this edition
includes such topics as the biometrics and AFIS systems, physiology and embryology of fingerprint
development in the womb, digital fingerprint record systems, new and emerging chemical reagents,
varieties of fingerprint powders, and more. Fundamentals of Fingerprint Analysis, Second Edition
stands as the most comprehensive introductory textbook on the market.

history of the fingerprint: Biometrics Joseph Pugliese, 2012-12-06 Biometric technologies,
such as finger- or facial-scan, are being deployed across a variety of social contexts in order to
facilitate and guarantee identity verification and authentication. In the post-9/11 world, biometric
technologies have experienced an extraordinary period of growth as concerns about security and
screening have increased. This book analyses biometric systems in terms of the application of
biopolitical power - corporate, military and governmental - on the human body. It deploys cultural
theory in examining the manner in which biometric technologies constitute the body as a target of
surveillance and as a data-information object. The book thereby provides a comprehensive overview
and critical analysis of both the local and global ramifications of biometric technologies.

history of the fingerprint: The Use of Biometric Technology in Criminal Identification
Theron Mayer, 2024-12-17 Unravel the mysteries of crime identification with cutting-edge biometric
technology! Discover how biometrics, such as fingerprints, facial recognition, and DNA analysis,
revolutionize criminal investigations. Dive into each technology's history, advantages, challenges,
and ethical considerations. With case studies and real-world applications, witness the transformative
power of biometrics in solving crimes and bringing justice. Gain insights into the latest
advancements and future perspectives that promise even greater accuracy and efficiency. Don't miss
this comprehensive guide to biometric identification in criminal investigations. Order your copy
today and empower yourself with the knowledge to unravel the mysteries of crime and safeguard
society.

history of the fingerprint: Finger-ring Lore William Jones, 1898

history of the fingerprint: Criminal History Checks Colorado. Office of State Auditor, 2001

history of the fingerprint: The Presentence Investigation Report United States.
Administrative Office of the United States Courts. Probation Division, 1984

Related to history of the fingerprint

HISTORY | Topics, Shows and This Day in History Get fascinating history stories twice a week
that connect the past with today’s world, plus an in-depth exploration every Friday

History - Wikipedia History further examines the meaning of historical events and the underlying
human motives driving them. [2] In a slightly different sense, history refers to the past events
themselves.

World History Encyclopedia The free online history encyclopedia with fact-checked articles,
images, videos, maps, timelines and more; operated as a non-profit organization

History | Definition & Discipline | Britannica history, discipline that studies the chronological
record of events, usually attempting, on the basis of a critical examination of source materials, to
explain events. For the

History & Culture - National Geographic Learn the untold stories of human history and the
archaeological discoveries that reveal our ancient past. Plus, explore the lived experiences and



traditions of diverse cultures and identities

HistoryNet: Your Authoritative Source for U.S. & World History Search our archive of 5,000+
features, photo galleries and articles on U.S. & world history, from wars and major events to today's
hot topics

Home - Help students truly know history by illuminating foundational stories and everyday life
through manuscripts, diaries, ledgers, receipts, broadsides, letters, and more

US History Our site contains thousands of pages covering a wide array of topics in U.S. History.
You can use the search feature at the top of the page, or browse one of the following topic headings
Topics | HISTORY History from countries and communities across the globe, including the world’s
major wars

World history | Definition, Theories, Historians, & Facts - Britannica World history, branch of
history concerned with the study of historical phenomena that transcend national, regional, or
cultural boundaries or distinctions between peoples or with the study of

HISTORY | Topics, Shows and This Day in History Get fascinating history stories twice a week
that connect the past with today’s world, plus an in-depth exploration every Friday

History - Wikipedia History further examines the meaning of historical events and the underlying
human motives driving them. [2] In a slightly different sense, history refers to the past events
themselves.

World History Encyclopedia The free online history encyclopedia with fact-checked articles,
images, videos, maps, timelines and more; operated as a non-profit organization

History | Definition & Discipline | Britannica history, discipline that studies the chronological
record of events, usually attempting, on the basis of a critical examination of source materials, to
explain events. For the

History & Culture - National Geographic Learn the untold stories of human history and the
archaeological discoveries that reveal our ancient past. Plus, explore the lived experiences and
traditions of diverse cultures and identities

HistoryNet: Your Authoritative Source for U.S. & World History Search our archive of 5,000+
features, photo galleries and articles on U.S. & world history, from wars and major events to today's
hot topics

Home - Help students truly know history by illuminating foundational stories and everyday life
through manuscripts, diaries, ledgers, receipts, broadsides, letters, and more

US History Our site contains thousands of pages covering a wide array of topics in U.S. History.
You can use the search feature at the top of the page, or browse one of the following topic headings
Topics | HISTORY History from countries and communities across the globe, including the world’s
major wars

World history | Definition, Theories, Historians, & Facts - Britannica World history, branch of
history concerned with the study of historical phenomena that transcend national, regional, or
cultural boundaries or distinctions between peoples or with the study of

Related to history of the fingerprint

Science and History of Fingerprints / Stem Cell Update (NPR24y) For more than a century, the
police have relied on fingerprint evidence to catch and convict criminals. But some recent court
cases have challenged the authority of fingerprint experts, and questioned

Science and History of Fingerprints / Stem Cell Update (NPR24y) For more than a century, the
police have relied on fingerprint evidence to catch and convict criminals. But some recent court
cases have challenged the authority of fingerprint experts, and questioned

Crime History: Fingerprint evidence used for first time in murder trial (Washington
Examiner16y) On this day, March 27, 1905, fingerprint evidence is used for the first time to solve a
murder case. The bludgeoned bodies of London shopkeepers Thomas and Ann Farrow were found by
a worker. Scotland



Crime History: Fingerprint evidence used for first time in murder trial (Washington
Examiner16y) On this day, March 27, 1905, fingerprint evidence is used for the first time to solve a
murder case. The bludgeoned bodies of London shopkeepers Thomas and Ann Farrow were found by
a worker. Scotland

The Digital Revolution (The Washington Post24y) "Look at that with your magnifying glass, Mr.
Holmes," says Inspector Lestrade in "The Norwood Builder," a Sherlock Holmes story published in
1903. "Yes, I am doing so," answers the detective,

The Digital Revolution (The Washington Post24y) "Look at that with your magnifying glass, Mr.
Holmes," says Inspector Lestrade in "The Norwood Builder," a Sherlock Holmes story published in
1903. "Yes, I am doing so," answers the detective,

Back to Home: http://142.93.153.27



http://142.93.153.27

