
what is the meaning of sensational
**Understanding the Meaning of Sensational: A Deep Dive into Its Usage and Significance**

what is the meaning of sensational is a question that often pops up when people encounter the
word in various contexts—be it in everyday conversation, media, literature, or advertising. At its core,
"sensational" describes something that causes a strong reaction, usually of excitement, amazement,
or enthusiasm. But there’s much more to this vibrant word than just its basic definition. Let’s explore
the nuances of sensational, how it’s used, and why understanding its meaning can enrich your
communication and comprehension skills.

What Is the Meaning of Sensational?

When you ask, "what is the meaning of sensational?" you’re essentially diving into a term loaded with
energy and emotion. Sensational is an adjective that generally refers to something that is striking,
extraordinary, or designed to provoke intense interest or excitement. It’s often associated with things
that appeal strongly to the senses or emotions, making them memorable or impactful.

The word originated from the Latin word *sensationem*, meaning "a feeling or perception." Over
time, it evolved to describe anything that creates a powerful sensory or emotional impression. Today,
sensational can describe anything from a thrilling performance to an eye-catching news story.

The Different Shades of Sensational

Sensational is a versatile word used in multiple ways:

- **Positive Connotation:** When someone says, "That was a sensational concert," they mean it was
outstanding, incredible, or exceptionally good.
- **Neutral or Descriptive Use:** Sensational can simply describe something that grabs the senses,
like "a sensational view of the mountains" indicating it’s visually stunning.
- **Negative or Critical Use:** Sometimes, sensationalism refers to exaggerating facts or presenting
information in a way that provokes shock or excitement but lacks depth or accuracy, especially in
media.

How Sensational Is Used in Everyday Language

Understanding the meaning of sensational can really sharpen your language skills, especially when
interpreting media or social interactions. The word crops up frequently in various contexts:

In Media and Journalism



One of the most common places you’ll hear sensational is in the phrase "sensational news" or
"sensational headlines." This refers to news stories that are designed to grab attention through
dramatic or exaggerated details. Sensational journalism often prioritizes emotional impact over
factual accuracy, which can sometimes mislead audiences.

For example:

- **Sensational Headlines:** “Celebrity Scandal Shocks the Nation!”—designed to intrigue and attract
readers.
- **Sensational Reporting:** Stories that emphasize the most shocking or emotional aspects to boost
readership or viewership.

While sensationalism can be effective in drawing attention, it’s important to critically evaluate such
content to separate fact from hype.

In Entertainment and Art

In the world of entertainment, sensational describes performances, artworks, or events that are
breathtaking or extraordinarily impressive. A sensational movie might have stunning visuals and a
gripping storyline that leaves audiences in awe.

Artists, musicians, and performers often aim to deliver sensational experiences that stir strong
emotional responses. For instance:

- A sensational dance performance might combine skill, creativity, and emotion to captivate the
audience.
- A sensational painting could use bold colors and striking imagery that evoke intense feelings.

Here, sensational carries a purely positive connotation, highlighting excellence and impact.

Why Does the Word Sensational Matter?

Exploring what is the meaning of sensational reveals why this word matters so much in
communication. It’s more than just an adjective; it’s a powerful tool to describe experiences that
stand out.

Enhancing Descriptions

Using "sensational" in your language can make descriptions more vivid and compelling. Instead of
saying "good," calling something "sensational" immediately elevates the impression you create.

Understanding Emotional Impact



Sensational describes not just the quality of something but also its emotional or sensory effect.
Recognizing this can help you better understand why certain stories, events, or performances
resonate so strongly with people.

Critical Thinking About Media

Because sensationalism is commonly linked to media exaggeration, knowing what sensational means
helps you critically assess news and advertisements. You become more aware of when information is
presented to shock or excite rather than inform objectively.

Common Synonyms and Related Terms

To deepen your grasp on what is the meaning of sensational, it’s useful to know related words and
how they compare:

- **Spectacular:** Often used for something visually impressive or grand.
- **Thrilling:** Emphasizes excitement and adrenaline.
- **Stunning:** Highlights amazement, often visually.
- **Overhyped:** When something is sensationalized beyond its true value.
- **Sensationalism:** The practice of using sensational techniques, especially in media.

Each of these carries a slightly different nuance but connects back to the core idea of creating a
strong impression.

Tips for Using Sensational Effectively

If you want to incorporate the word sensational into your writing or speech, consider these pointers:

- **Match the Tone:** Use sensational when you want to emphasize something extraordinary or
emotionally powerful.
- **Avoid Overuse:** Too many sensational descriptions can make your writing seem exaggerated or
less credible.
- **Be Mindful of Context:** In formal or academic writing, sensational might sound too informal or
dramatic.
- **Balance Sensation and Substance:** Especially in storytelling or journalism, combine sensational
elements with factual accuracy for maximum impact.

Examples in Sentences

- The chef prepared a sensational meal that left everyone asking for seconds.
- The movie’s sensational special effects kept the audience on the edge of their seats.
- Critics accused the tabloid of sensationalism, accusing it of twisting facts to sell papers.



The Sensory and Emotional Roots of Sensational

Digging a little deeper, the term sensational relates closely to **sensation**—the physical or
emotional experience of perceiving something. This connection explains why sensational things often
appeal directly to our senses or emotions. Whether it’s the taste of a sensational dish, the sight of a
sensational sunset, or the feeling of a sensational performance, the word taps into our human
capacity to be moved and affected.

Sensational Versus Sensory

While both words share a root, sensory strictly relates to the senses—sight, sound, touch, taste, and
smell. Sensational, however, expands beyond sensory perception to include emotional intensity and
excitement. This is why a sensational story might not necessarily involve direct sensory elements but
still captivates through its dramatic effect.

Final Thoughts on What Is the Meaning of Sensational

Understanding the meaning of sensational opens up a richer way to describe the world around us.
Whether you’re reading a headline, watching a performance, or simply admiring something
extraordinary, recognizing what makes something sensational helps you appreciate the layers of
excitement, emotion, and impact behind it. It’s a word that captures the thrill of exceptional
experiences and reminds us how powerful language can be in shaping our perception.

Next time you hear or see the word sensational, you’ll know it’s not just about being flashy or
dramatic—it’s about something that truly resonates, captivates, and leaves a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the word 'sensational' mean?
The word 'sensational' means causing great public interest and excitement, often by being
extraordinary or striking.

How is 'sensational' used in a sentence?
An example sentence is: The newspaper published a sensational story about the celebrity's secret
wedding.

Is 'sensational' always positive in meaning?
Not always; 'sensational' can mean impressive or exciting, but it can also imply exaggeration or being
overly dramatic.



What is the origin of the word 'sensational'?
The word 'sensational' comes from the Latin 'sensatio,' meaning perception or feeling, and it entered
English in the late 18th century.

Can 'sensational' describe news or media content?
Yes, 'sensational' is often used to describe news or media that is designed to provoke public interest,
sometimes by exaggerating facts.

What is the difference between 'sensational' and 'sensuous'?
While 'sensational' relates to causing excitement or interest, 'sensuous' relates to gratification of the
senses or sensual pleasure.

Are there synonyms for 'sensational'?
Yes, synonyms include spectacular, striking, dramatic, impressive, and extraordinary.

In psychology, what does 'sensational' refer to?
In psychology, 'sensational' relates to sensation, which is the process of sensing stimuli from the
environment.

Is 'sensational' used in a formal or informal context?
'Sensational' can be used in both formal and informal contexts, but it is more commonly used in
media and everyday language to describe exciting or shocking events.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the Nuances: What Is the Meaning of Sensational?**

what is the meaning of sensational is a question that often arises in the realms of language,
media, and everyday conversation. The term "sensational" carries layers of meaning that extend
beyond its surface implication, making it a word rich in connotation and context. This article delves
into the multifaceted nature of "sensational," exploring its definitions, applications, and the subtle
distinctions that shape its usage in modern English.

Defining Sensational: A Linguistic Exploration

At its core, the word "sensational" derives from the noun "sensation," which refers to a physical
feeling or a general excitement caused by an event or experience. However, "sensational" as an
adjective is often employed to describe something that provokes intense interest or excitement,
sometimes bordering on the extraordinary or shocking. Dictionary definitions typically highlight two
primary meanings:



1. **Causing great public interest and excitement:** For example, a sensational news story might
expose scandalous details that captivate a wide audience.
2. **Extremely good, impressive, or attractive:** This usage tends to emphasize excellence or
remarkable qualities, such as a sensational performance by an artist.

These definitions underscore the dual nature of sensational—both positive and negative connotations
are embedded within the word.

Historical and Etymological Background

Tracing the etymology of "sensational" reveals its roots in the Latin word "sensatio," meaning
perception or feeling. Over centuries, the term has evolved, particularly in journalistic contexts where
"sensationalism" emerged as a style characterized by exaggerated or lurid reporting designed to
provoke public excitement. This historical usage informs much of the contemporary skepticism
surrounding the word, especially when applied to media and communication.

Contextual Uses and Connotations

Understanding what is the meaning of sensational requires an appreciation of context. The word takes
on different shades of meaning depending on the setting—be it casual conversation, critique, or news
media.

Sensational in Media and Journalism

In journalism, "sensational" is often linked to sensationalism—a practice that emphasizes shocking or
scandalous content to attract readers or viewers. This approach, while effective in garnering
attention, can sometimes sacrifice accuracy or depth for the sake of drama. Media outlets that adopt
sensationalist tactics might prioritize headlines that provoke emotional reactions rather than
informative reporting.

Despite its pejorative undertones in this context, sensational journalism plays a significant role in the
competitive news environment, where capturing audience interest is paramount. The tension between
sensationalism and responsible reporting remains a central debate in media ethics.

Sensational as a Compliment

Conversely, "sensational" can be a genuine compliment highlighting something outstanding or
extraordinary. For example, describing a chef’s creation as "sensational" signals exceptional quality
and enjoyment. This positive usage aligns with expressions of admiration and enthusiasm.

This duality often leads to ambiguity, making it essential to interpret the word based on tone, context,
and intent.



Psychological and Emotional Implications

From a psychological standpoint, what is the meaning of sensational can extend to experiences that
evoke strong emotional responses. Sensational events or stimuli often trigger heightened sensory
perception and excitement, which can lead to memorable or impactful experiences. Marketing and
entertainment industries frequently capitalize on this by crafting sensational content designed to
engage audiences on an emotional level.

Comparing Sensational with Related Terms

To grasp the full scope of "sensational," it is helpful to compare it with synonyms and related
concepts, noting subtle differences.

Dramatic: While both terms suggest excitement, "dramatic" often implies theatricality or
heightened emotion without necessarily being sensational in the sense of shock value.

Extraordinary: This word highlights rarity or exceptional quality, which aligns with the positive
sense of sensational but lacks the implication of provoking public excitement.

Overhyped: This term carries a clearly negative connotation, suggesting that the excitement
or praise is unwarranted or exaggerated, a criticism sometimes leveled at sensational content.

Thrilling: Emphasizes excitement and engagement, often used in entertainment contexts,
similar to sensational but with a focus on excitement rather than shock or excess.

These comparisons reveal how "sensational" occupies a unique space where excitement, quality, and
sometimes exaggeration converge.

Pros and Cons of Sensationalism in Communication

When applied to communication strategies, sensationalism offers both advantages and drawbacks:

Pros:1.

Captures audience attention quickly.

Can increase engagement and shareability.

Effective in competitive markets where standing out is crucial.



Cons:2.

May compromise accuracy and depth.

Can erode public trust over time.

Risks sensationalizing serious issues, leading to misinformation.

These factors highlight why understanding what is the meaning of sensational is vital for both content
creators and consumers.

Sensational in Popular Culture and Everyday Language

Beyond formal definitions, "sensational" permeates popular culture and everyday communication. It is
often used to describe experiences, performances, or events that leave a strong impression. For
instance, a concert review might call a show "sensational" to convey the electrifying atmosphere and
exceptional talent displayed.

In advertisements and branding, "sensational" is employed to evoke excitement and allure, aiming to
attract customers by suggesting extraordinary value or experience.

The Fine Line Between Sensational and Sensible

A critical aspect of interpreting "sensational" lies in distinguishing it from "sensible," which denotes
practicality and reasonableness. While "sensational" suggests excitement and sometimes excess,
"sensible" conveys moderation and rational judgment. This contrast is often at the heart of debates
about sensationalism, particularly in media and marketing, where the balance between appealing
presentation and responsible communication is continually negotiated.

---

In exploring what is the meaning of sensational, it becomes clear that the term embodies a rich
interplay of excitement, quality, and sometimes exaggeration. Whether as a descriptor of remarkable
achievements or a critique of overblown media tactics, "sensational" remains a powerful word that
shapes perceptions and reactions across diverse contexts. Recognizing its nuances enables a more
informed and critical engagement with language and the messages conveyed through it.
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  what is the meaning of sensational: Literature and Sensation Anthony Uhlmann,
2008-12-18 “I never travel without my diary. One should always have something sensational to read
in the train” (Oscar Wilde). Literature has always treated the sensational: crime, passion, violence,
trauma, catastrophe. It has frequently caused, or been at the centre of scandal, censorship and
moral outrage. But literature is also intricately connected with sensation in ways that are less well
understood. It mediates between the sensory world, perception and cognition through rich modes of
thought allied with perceptions and emotions and makes sense of profound questions that transcend
the merely rational. And at its boundaries, literature engages with the uncanny realm in which
knowledge, presentiment or feeling is prior to articulation in words. This book reviews the
sensational dimension of literature according to themes that have too often been left to one side.
Literary theory has often privileged perception over sensation, cognition over raw experience, in
focusing on semantics rather than sense. The essays in this volume cover literature and sensation in
all its facets, drawing upon a range of approaches from evolutionary theory, theories of mind,
perception, philosophy and aesthetics. The works considered are drawn from various literary periods
and genres, from the nineteenth century to contemporary prose and poetry, including experiments
in new media. Literature and Sensation offers detailed and subtle readings of literature according to
the sensations they represent, incite, or evoke in us, and will be of interest to readers of literary
theory, ethics and aesthetics, and theorists of new media art.
  what is the meaning of sensational: Sensational Devotion Jill Stevenson, 2013-04-15 In
Sensational Devotion, Jill Stevenson examines a range of evangelical performances, including
contemporary Passion plays, biblical theme parks, Holy Land re-creations, creationist museums, and
megachurches, to understand how they serve their evangelical audiences while shaping larger
cultural and national dialogues. Such performative media support specific theologies and core
beliefs by creating sensual, live experiences for believers, but the accessible, familiar forms they
take and the pop culture motifs they employ also attract nonbelievers willing to “try out” these
genres, even if only for curiosity’s sake. This familiarity not only helps these performances achieve
their goals, but it also enables them to contribute to public dialogue about the role of religious faith
in America. Stevenson shows how these genres are significant and influential cultural products that
utilize sophisticated tactics in order to reach large audiences comprised of firm believers, extreme
skeptics, and those in between. Using historical research coupled with personal visits to these
various venues, the author not only critically examines these spaces and events within their specific
religious, cultural, and national contexts, but also places them within a longer devotional tradition in
order to suggest how they cultivate religious belief by generating vivid, sensual, affectively oriented,
and individualized experiences.
  what is the meaning of sensational: In Defense of the Accidental Odo Marquard, 1991 The
seven essays collected in this book address the history of modern ideas and contemporary cultural
issues. The first is the discourse of Marquard's acceptance of the Sigmund Freud prize; the second
addresses the equivalence of modernity and the theodiceé; the third confronts the idea of meaning;
the fourth considers the notion of world history; the fifth addresses world alienation; the sixth deals
with the human sciences; and the seventh is a mediation on chance and luck as essential aspects of
the human condition.
  what is the meaning of sensational: Sensational Modernism Joseph B. Entin, 2012-09-01
Challenging the conventional wisdom that the 1930s were dominated by literary and photographic
realism, Sensational Modernism uncovers a rich vein of experimental work by politically progressive
artists. Examining images by photographers such as Weegee and Aaron Siskind and fiction by
writers such as William Carlos Williams, Richard Wright, Tillie Olsen, and Pietro di Donato, Joseph
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Entin argues that these artists drew attention to the country’s most vulnerable residents by using
what he calls an “aesthetic of astonishment,” focused on startling, graphic images of pain, injury,
and prejudice. Traditional portrayals of the poor depicted stoic, passive figures of sentimental
suffering or degraded but potentially threatening figures in need of supervision. Sensational
modernists sought to shock middle-class audiences into new ways of seeing the nation’s
impoverished and outcast populations. The striking images these artists created, often taking the
form of contorted or disfigured bodies drawn from the realm of the tabloids, pulp magazines, and
cinema, represented a bold, experimental form of social aesthetics. Entin argues that these artists
created a willfully unorthodox brand of vernacular modernism in which formal avant-garde
innovations were used to delineate the conditions, contradictions, and pressures of life on the
nation’s fringes.
  what is the meaning of sensational: Sensational Knowledge Tomie Hahn, 2007-05-07 DVD
contains: Examples of performances.
  what is the meaning of sensational: In Defense of the Accidental (Apologie des
Zufälligen) Odo Marquand, 1991-07-25 The seven essays collected in this book address the history
of modern ideas and contemporary cultural issues. The first is the discourse of Marquard's
acceptance of the Sigmund Freud prize; the second addresses the equivalence of modernity and the
theodiceé; the third confronts the idea of meaning; the fourth considers the notion of world history;
the fifth addresses world alienation; the sixth deals with the human sciences; and the seventh is a
mediation on chance and luck as essential aspects of the human condition.
  what is the meaning of sensational: The Encyclopaedia Britannica, Or Dictionary of Arts,
Sciences, and General Literature , 1857
  what is the meaning of sensational: Sensation and Intellection Henry Webb Brewster,
1893
  what is the meaning of sensational: Du Boisgobey's sensational novels Fortuné Du
Boisgobey, 1887
  what is the meaning of sensational: Sensational Flesh Amber Jamilla Musser, 2014-10-03
No detailed description available for Sensational Flesh.
  what is the meaning of sensational: The Encyclopaedia Britannica Thomas Stewart Traill,
1857
  what is the meaning of sensational: Sensational Subjects John Jervis, 2015-03-26 Drawing
on literature, film and art, this book develops a distinctive cultural framework to explain why
sensation is so centrality to modernity.
  what is the meaning of sensational: International Dictionary of the English language
Noah Webster, 1891
  what is the meaning of sensational: The Cambridge Companion to Sensation Fiction Andrew
Mangham, 2013-10-17 Accessible and comprehensive account of the sensation novel of the
nineteenth century.
  what is the meaning of sensational: The Round Table , 1866
  what is the meaning of sensational: Bioinformatics: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools,
and Applications Management Association, Information Resources, 2013-03-31 Bioinformatics:
Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications highlights the area of bioinformatics and its
impact over the medical community with its innovations that change how we recognize and care for
illnesses--Provided by publisher.
  what is the meaning of sensational: Encyclopædia Britannica, Or, Dictionary of Arts,
Sciences and General Literature Thomas Stewart Traill, 1857
  what is the meaning of sensational: Neo-Victorianism and Sensation Fiction Jessica Cox,
2019-11-11 This book represents the first full-length study of the relationship between
neo-Victorianism and nineteenth-century sensation fiction. It examines the diverse and multiple
legacies of Victorian popular fiction by authors such as Wilkie Collins and Mary Elizabeth Braddon,
tracing their influence on a range of genres and works, including detective fiction, YA writing,



Gothic literature, and stage and screen adaptations. In doing so, it forces a reappraisal of critical
understandings of neo-Victorianism in terms of its origins and meanings, as well as offering an
important critical intervention in popular fiction studies. The work traces the afterlife of Victorian
sensation fiction, taking in the neo-Gothic writing of Daphne du Maurier and Victoria Holt,
contemporary popular historical detective and YA fiction by authors including Elizabeth Peters and
Philip Pullman, and the literary fiction of writers such as Joanne Harris and Charles Palliser. The
work will appeal to scholars and students of Victorian fiction, neo-Victorianism, and popular culture
alike.
  what is the meaning of sensational: Medical Critic and Psychological Journal , 1862
  what is the meaning of sensational: Journal of Psychological Medicine and Mental
Pathology , 1862
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