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the beatles it was 50 years ago today marks a monumental moment in music
history. Half a century ago, the legendary band not only transformed the
soundscape but also left an indelible cultural imprint that continues to
resonate with fans old and new. Reflecting on this milestone offers a
fascinating glimpse into the era when The Beatles were at their creative
peak, changing the way we think about music, art, and even society itself.

The Beatles It Was 50 Years Ago Today: A
Snapshot of an Iconic Moment

When we say “the beatles it was 50 years ago today,” we’re often referring to
the release of their groundbreaking album *Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band* in 1967. This album wasn’t just a collection of songs; it was a
revolutionary concept that pushed the boundaries of what popular music could
be. From its psychedelic sounds to the innovative studio techniques, *Sgt.
Pepper* became a cultural phenomenon.

The Cultural Impact of Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts
Club Band

Fifty years ago, the world was in the throes of social and political change,
and The Beatles captured the spirit of the times perfectly. The album’s
vibrant cover art, imaginative lyrics, and experimental sounds mirrored the
optimism and creativity of the late 1960s. The Beatles, through this album,
helped popularize the idea of the album as an art form rather than just a
collection of singles.

This period also saw The Beatles influencing fashion, film, and even
attitudes toward peace and love. The phrase “the beatles it was 50 years ago
today” often evokes nostalgia for an era when music was a powerful force for
change.

Behind the Scenes: How The Beatles Created
Their Masterpiece

Understanding what made this moment so special requires a look into the
creative process behind the album. The Beatles were no longer just a band;



they were artists experimenting with new recording techniques and
instruments. Producer George Martin played a crucial role in this
transformation, helping to bring the band’s ambitious ideas to life.

Innovative Recording Techniques

The Beatles and George Martin utilized then-cutting-edge studio technology,
including multitrack recording and tape loops, to craft sounds that had never
been heard before in popular music. Songs like “Lucy in the Sky with
Diamonds” and “A Day in the Life” showcased these innovations, combining
orchestral arrangements with surreal lyrics.

Collaborative Genius

Each member of the band brought unique talents to the table. John Lennon’s
introspective lyrics, Paul McCartney’s melodic sensibilities, George
Harrison’s expanding interest in Indian music, and Ringo Starr’s dependable
rhythms all merged to produce a cohesive yet diverse album. Their
collaboration was a perfect storm of creativity that defined the era.

Why The Beatles It Was 50 Years Ago Today Still
Matters

Even after five decades, the phrase “the beatles it was 50 years ago today”
continues to hold significance in music circles and beyond. The band’s
influence is evident not only in the sounds of countless artists but also in
how music is produced and consumed today.

Timeless Themes and Lyrics

While the sound of *Sgt. Pepper* is rooted in the 1960s, many of its
themes—love, peace, identity, and social consciousness—remain relevant. The
Beatles' ability to craft lyrics that speak across generations is a testament
to their enduring appeal.

Influence on Modern Music Production

The experimental spirit of The Beatles pushed producers and artists to think
outside the box. Techniques pioneered during those sessions have become
standard in studios worldwide. Modern genres like psychedelic rock,
progressive rock, and even electronic music owe a debt to The Beatles’



innovative approaches.

Remembering The Beatles It Was 50 Years Ago
Today: Celebrations and Tributes

Anniversaries like the 50th invite fans and historians alike to revisit and
celebrate The Beatles’ legacy. Around the world, special events, re-releases,
and documentaries help keep the memory of that pivotal moment alive.

Reissues and Remastered Editions

To commemorate the 50th anniversary, *Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band*
was reissued in deluxe formats featuring remastered tracks, rare outtakes,
and insightful liner notes. These releases allow newer generations to
experience the album with fresh ears and deeper appreciation.

Documentaries and Books

Several documentaries have explored the making and impact of the album,
providing behind-the-scenes stories and interviews with those involved. Books
written by music historians and critics also delve into the context and
cultural significance of the album, enriching our understanding of why “the
beatles it was 50 years ago today” remains a phrase filled with meaning.

Lessons from The Beatles’ Creative Journey

For aspiring musicians and creatives, the story behind “the beatles it was 50
years ago today” offers invaluable insights. The band’s willingness to
experiment, adapt, and collaborate openly is a blueprint for innovation.

Embrace Experimentation: Don’t be afraid to try new sounds, techniques,
or ideas, just as The Beatles did with their studio work.

Collaborate Openly: The magic of The Beatles came from blending
different perspectives and talents.

Focus on Storytelling: Powerful lyrics and meaningful themes can connect
with audiences on a deeper level.

Challenge Conventions: Breaking the mold can lead to groundbreaking art.



The Beat Goes On: The Beatles’ Enduring Legacy

Reflecting on “the beatles it was 50 years ago today” isn’t just about
looking back; it’s about recognizing how their music continues to inspire and
influence. From classic rock radio to streaming playlists, The Beatles remain
a cornerstone of popular music. Their innovative spirit and timeless tunes
ensure that, even 50 years later, their story is very much alive and
relevant.

Whether you’re a lifelong fan or just discovering their music, revisiting
this moment in history offers a rich experience filled with creativity,
culture, and the joy of timeless melodies. The Beatles proved that music
could be more than entertainment—it could be a revolutionary force, and 50
years ago today, that revolution was in full swing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'It was 50
years ago today' in relation to The Beatles?
The phrase 'It was 50 years ago today' refers to the iconic opening line of
The Beatles' song 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band,' which was released
in 1967. It marks the 50th anniversary of this landmark album.

When was The Beatles' album 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band' originally released?
The album was originally released on May 26, 1967, in the United Kingdom.

Why is the 50th anniversary of 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band' important?
The 50th anniversary is important because the album is considered one of the
most influential and groundbreaking albums in music history, showcasing The
Beatles' innovative approach to recording and songwriting.

How did 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band'
influence the music industry 50 years ago?
The album introduced new recording techniques, concept album format, and
diverse musical styles, influencing countless artists and shaping the future
of popular music.



What are some of the most famous songs from 'Sgt.
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band'?
Some famous songs include 'Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds,' 'With a Little
Help from My Friends,' 'A Day in the Life,' and the title track 'Sgt.
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band.'

How did The Beatles celebrate the 50th anniversary
of 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band'?
The Beatles and their record label released special anniversary editions of
the album, including remastered tracks, unreleased material, and high-quality
vinyl pressings to commemorate the milestone.

What impact did 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club
Band' have on The Beatles' career 50 years ago?
The album cemented The Beatles' status as music innovators and cultural
icons, expanding their artistic horizons and elevating their global
influence.

Are there any notable events or documentaries
released to honor the 50th anniversary of The
Beatles' 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band'?
Yes, several documentaries, tribute concerts, and exhibitions were organized
worldwide to celebrate the 50th anniversary, highlighting the album's
enduring legacy and cultural significance.

Additional Resources
The Beatles: It Was 50 Years Ago Today – A Retrospective on a Cultural
Milestone

the beatles it was 50 years ago today that the legendary British band
released one of their most iconic albums, an event that not only defined an
era but also reshaped the landscape of modern music. Half a century later,
the Beatles’ influence remains deeply embedded in popular culture, music
production, and artistic expression worldwide. This article takes an
investigative look back at this pivotal moment, examining its historical
context, musical innovation, and enduring legacy.

The Historical Context Behind "It Was 50 Years



Ago Today"

The phrase "the beatles it was 50 years ago today" often conjures images of
their groundbreaking 1967 album, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band, whose
release date marked a revolutionary shift in the music industry. This album
arrived at a time when the world was experiencing significant social and
political upheaval—counterculture movements, civil rights activism, and an
expanding youth identity all played into the reception of the Beatles’ work.

The Beatles, by 1967, had already evolved from their early rock ‘n’ roll
beginnings into experimental artists embracing psychedelic sounds, studio
innovation, and conceptual themes. The album encapsulated this
transformation, making the “50 years ago today” milestone not just a
celebration of music but also a reflection of a broader cultural revolution.

Musical Innovation and Studio Experimentation

One cannot discuss the Beatles it was 50 years ago today without delving into
the technical and artistic leaps made during the album’s creation. Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band was among the first albums to fully exploit
the capabilities of the recording studio as an instrument itself. Producer
George Martin and the Beatles experimented with tape loops, unconventional
instruments like the sitar, and layered vocal harmonies.

This was a departure from the straightforward recording techniques of earlier
albums. The band embraced multitrack recording, which allowed for complex
soundscapes previously unattainable. Such experimentation not only set new
standards for album production but also influenced countless artists and
producers in the decades that followed.

Conceptual and Thematic Significance

The Beatles it was 50 years ago today also marked a new approach to album
creation: the concept album. Sgt. Pepper’s was designed as a cohesive work
rather than a simple collection of songs. The fictional band persona allowed
the Beatles to explore diverse musical styles and lyrical themes under a
unifying narrative.

Themes of identity, societal critique, and surreal imagery permeated the
album, reflecting the zeitgeist of the late 1960s. Tracks like “Lucy in the
Sky with Diamonds” and “A Day in the Life” pushed lyrical boundaries,
challenging listeners to engage with the music on multiple levels.



Impact and Legacy of the Beatles’ 1967
Milestone

The Beatles it was 50 years ago today became a touchstone for subsequent
generations of musicians and fans. Its critical and commercial success
demonstrated the viability of pop music as an art form capable of
intellectual depth and innovation.

Commercial Success and Critical Acclaim

Upon release, the album topped charts worldwide, securing the Beatles’ status
as cultural icons. It won four Grammy Awards in 1968, including Album of the
Year — the first rock album to receive this honor. The commercial performance
underscored the album’s broad appeal, crossing age and cultural barriers.

Influence on Music and Popular Culture

The Beatles it was 50 years ago today catalyzed changes that rippled through
popular music. Artists across genres began to view albums as holistic
artistic statements rather than mere compilations of singles. Psychedelic
rock, progressive rock, and even hip hop artists have cited the Beatles’ 1967
work as an influence.

Its impact extended beyond music, inspiring fashion, visual arts, and film.
The colorful, surreal album cover became a symbol of the era’s creativity,
and the innovative music videos and promotional films paved the way for
modern music marketing.

Critiques and Controversies

Despite widespread acclaim, the Beatles it was 50 years ago today also faced
critiques. Some purists argued the album’s experimental nature alienated
long-time fans who preferred the band’s earlier rock and pop sound.
Additionally, accusations of drug influences on the lyrics sparked debates
over artistic authenticity versus escapism.

However, such controversies arguably enhanced the album’s mystique, fueling
discussions that kept it relevant across decades.

Analyzing the Beatles’ Evolution Leading Up to



1967

Understanding the significance of the Beatles it was 50 years ago today
requires examining their trajectory before this landmark moment.

Early Years and Beatlemania

The Beatles’ rise to fame began in the early 1960s with catchy,
straightforward rock and roll tunes like “I Want to Hold Your Hand” and “She
Loves You.” The era of Beatlemania saw intense fan adoration and global
recognition, but the band was still largely operating within the commercial
pop framework.

Transition to Artistic Experimentation

By 1966, the Beatles had grown restless with their image and musical
boundaries. Albums like Rubber Soul and Revolver hinted at their willingness
to explore new sounds, incorporating folk, classical instruments, and studio
effects. The Beatles it was 50 years ago today with Sgt. Pepper’s represented
the culmination of this evolution.

The Role of External Influences

The band’s exposure to Eastern philosophies, psychedelic culture, and avant-
garde art heavily influenced their artistic direction. Collaborations with
producers, poets, and artists helped shape the conceptual fabric of their
work, culminating in the experimental richness of their 1967 output.

Why “It Was 50 Years Ago Today” Still Resonates

The enduring fascination with the Beatles it was 50 years ago today lies in
its ability to capture a unique moment in history while transcending it
through timeless artistry.

Innovative Sound: The fusion of genres and studio techniques remains a
blueprint for creative production.

Cultural Symbolism: The album embodies the hopes, anxieties, and
freedoms of the 1960s’ youth.

Artistic Courage: The willingness to take risks and redefine popular



music set a precedent for future artists.

Legacy of Influence: Its impact on songwriting, album concepts, and
multimedia integration continues to inform the music industry.

While newer generations may access the Beatles’ music through digital
platforms or reinterpretations, the essence of what made the band
revolutionary remains intact. Reflecting on the Beatles it was 50 years ago
today offers not only nostalgia but also a critical lens on how music can
shape and reflect societal change.

The story of the Beatles and their pivotal 1967 album is far more than a
historical footnote—it is a testament to the power of creativity during
transformative times. As we honor this 50th anniversary, it becomes clear
that the Beatles’ legacy will continue to inspire innovation and artistic
exploration for decades to come.

The Beatles It Was 50 Years Ago Today
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scholarship addresses the Fab Four. New Critical Perspectives on the Beatles offers a collection of
original, previously unpublished essays that explore 'new' aspects of the Beatles. The
interdisciplinary collection situates the band in its historical moment of the 1960s, but argues for
artistic innovation and cultural ingenuity that account for the Beatles' lasting popularity today. Along
with theoretical approaches that bridge the study of music with perspectives from non-music
disciplines, the texts under investigation make this collection 'new' in terms of Beatles' scholarship.
Contributors frequently address under-examined Beatles texts or present critical perspectives on
familiar works to produce new insight about the Beatles and their multi-generational audiences.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: The Inner Light Susan Shumsky, 2022-10-25 The
hidden meanings of the Beatles’ most esoteric lyrics and sounds are revealed by a rare insider who
spent two decades with the man who made “meditation,” “mantra,” and “yoga” household words:
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. “I absolutely love this book. Between the stories and the pictures, many I’ve
not seen before, this is truly a spiritual journey.” —Chris O’Dell, author of Miss O’Dell, My Hard
Days and Long Nights with The Beatles, The Stones, Bob Dylan, and the Women They Loved The
spiritual journey of the Beatles is the story of an entire generation of visionaries in the sixties who
transformed the world. The Beatles turned Western culture upside down and brought Indian
philosophy to the West more effectively than any guru. The Inner Light illumines hidden meanings of
the Beatles’ India-influenced lyrics and sounds, decoded by Susan Shumsky—a rare insider who
spent two decades in the ashrams and six years on the personal staff of the Beatles’ mentor,
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. “With clarity, depth, and impeccable research, an exceptionally
comprehensive book filled with engaging tales and fresh insights that even diehard Beatles fans will
find illuminating.” —Philip Goldberg, author of American Veda: From Emerson and The Beatles to
Yoga and Meditation, How Indian Spirituality Changed the West This eye-opening book draws back
the curtain on the Beatles’ experiments with psychedelics, meditation, chanting, and Indian music.
Among many shocking revelations never before revealed, we discover who invented raga rock (not
the Beatles), the real identity of rare Indian instruements and musicians on their tracks, which
Beatle was the best meditator (not George), why the Beatles left India in a huff, John and George’s
attempts to return, Maharishi’s accurate prediction, and who Sexy Sadie, Jojo, Bungalow Bill, Dear
Prudence, Blackbird, My Sweet Lord, Hare Krishna, and the Fool on the Hill really were. “This book
reminds us in illuminating fashion why Susan is the premier thinker about India’s key influence upon
the direction of the Beatles’ art. In vivid and stirring detail, she traces the Fabs’ spiritual awakening
from Bangor to Rishikesh and beyond.” —Kenneth Womack, author of John Lennon 1980: The Last
Days in the Life Half a century later, the Beatles have sold more records than any other recording
artist. A new generation wants to relive the magic of the flower-power era and is now discovering
the message of this iconic band and its four superstars. For people of all nations and ages, the
Beatles’ mystique lives on. The Inner Light is Susan Shumsky’s gift to their legacy.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Fandom and the Beatles Kenneth Womack, Kit
O'Toole, 2021 More than 50 years after their breakup, the Beatles are still attracting fans from
various generations, all while retaining their original fan base from the 1960s. Why have those
first-generation fans continued following the Beatles and are now introducing their grandchildren to
the group? Why are current teens affected by the band's music? And perhaps most importantly, how
and why do the Beatles continue to resonate with successive generations? Unlike other bands of
their era, the Beatles seem permanently frozen in time, having never descended into nostalgia act
territory. Instead, even after the announcement of the band's breakup in 1970, the group has
maintained its cultural and musical relevance. Their timeless quality appeals to younger generations
while maintaining the loyalty of older fans. While the Beatles indeed represent a specific time
period, their music and words address issues as meaningful today as they were during the Summer
of Love: politics, war, sex, drugs, art, and creative liberation. As the first anthology to assess the
nature of fan response and the band's enduring appeal, Fandom and the Beatles: The Act You've
Known for All These Years defines and explores these unique qualities and the key ways in which
this particular pop fusion has inspired such loyalty and multigenerational popularity.



  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Rock Music, Authority and Western Culture,
1964-1980 James A. Cosby, 2024-02-07 The history of rock and roll music can be seen in a long arc
of Western civilization's struggle for both greater individual expression and societal stability. In the
1960s, the West's relationship with authority ruptured, in part due to the rock revolution. The
lessons and implications of this era have yet to be fully grasped. This book examines the key artists,
music, and events of the classic rock era--defined here as 1964 to 1980--through a virtual
psychoanalysis of the West. Over these years, important truths unfold in the stories of British
Invaders, hippies, proto-punks, and more, as well as topics to include drugs, primal scream therapy,
the occult, spirituality, and disco and its detractors, to name just a few. Through a narrative that is
equal parts entertaining, scholarly, and even spiritual, readers will gain a greater appreciation for
rock music, better understand the confusing world we live in today, and see how greater
individuality and social stability may be better reconciled moving forward.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Is That All There Is? James Gavin, 2014-11-11 A
biography of singer Peggy Lee--
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Behind the Wall of Illusion Sean MacLeod, 2023-04-23
The Beatles brought colour, joy, freedom and love to a grey, post-war world. But the most successful
group in popular music history also harboured hidden, sometimes darker worlds and influences that
are often downplayed by their biographers. In their career, the Fab Four were to cross paths with
many spiritual movements, religious groups, esoteric philosophies and mystical teachings.
Inevitably, their thinking was affected by the ideas they encountered. These ideas in turn helped
shape their music and – given their vast popularity – the public consciousness. Behind the Wall of
Illusion examines the spiritual inspirations that the Beatles brought to the changing cultural
landscape of the 1960s. From the popularization of the new religion of rock 'n' roll, Beatlemania (the
'new Cult of Dionysus') and John Lennon's explosive statement that the Beatles were 'bigger than
Jesus', Sean MacLeod takes us on a tour of Indian ashrams, questionable gurus and hallucinatory
drugs. He also studies the secreted 'clues' in the Beatles' album covers and films; the growing
rumours that Paul had been killed in a car crash and covertly replaced; and the tragic assassination
of John Lennon and the unknown perpetrators behind the crime. This is an indispensable book for
any lover of the Beatles.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: The Beatles in Canada: The Origins of
Beatlemania! Piers Hemmingsen, 2016-04-11 By the spring of 1964, Toronto had the largest and
most organized Beatles fan base in North America. The Beatles in Canada: The Origins of
Beatlemania! finally tells the true story of how The Beatles’ music and popularity began in Canada a
full year before they landed in the U.S.A. Piers Hemmingsen provides a concise look at how radio
stations, newspapers and television networks in Canada covered the phenomenon that was
Beatlemania, and this digital edition is packed with full-colour images of the band, their travels,
those they inspired, and an immense hoard of memorabilia gathered along the way. ’After all these
years, I still cannot comprehend where Piers gets his energy supply from. He has written four
previous books about The Beatles and discovered an appreciative readership for all of them.
However, to me this book, the one you are holding, is his breakthrough. Where it could have been an
easy exercise with new information about the Fab Four, Piers has taken one large step forward. He
is also able to incorporate the beginnings of the Canadian music industry. Through mainly focusing
on one record company he has been able to capture the excitement of a young industry finding its
way, competing with the giants in the United States.' – Paul White, Capitol Records of Canada,
1957-1978
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: The Beatles and Sixties Britain Marcus Collins,
2020-03-05 In this rigorous study, Marcus Collins reconceives the Beatles' social, cultural and
political impact on sixties Britain.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Copyright's Excess Glynn Lunney, 2018-04-12 Tests
copyright's fundamental premise that more money will increase creative output using the US
recording industry from 1962-2015.



  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Human History on Drugs Human History on Drugs
Sam Kelly, 2025-07-17 A lively, hilarious, and entirely truthful look at the druggie side of history's
most famous figures, including Shakespeare, Queen Victoria, and the Beatles, from debut author
(and viral historical TikToker with over 100K followers) Sam Kelly. Did you know that Alexander the
Great was a sloppy drunk, William Shakespeare was a stoner, and George Washington drank a
spoonful of opium every night to staunch the pain from his fake teeth? Or how about the fact that
China's first emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi, ingested liquid mercury in an (ironic) attempt to live forever,
or that Alexander Shulgin, inventor of no less than 230 new psychedelic drugs, was an employee of
the DEA? In Human History on Drugs, historian Sam Kelly introduces us to the history we weren't
taught in school, offering up irreverent and hysterical commentary as he sheds light on some truly
shocking aspects of the historical characters we only thought we knew. With chapters spanning from
Ancient Greece (The Oracle of Delphi Was Huffing Fumes) and the Victorian Era (Vincent van Gogh
Ate Yellow Paint) to Hollywood's Golden Age (Judy Garland Was Drugged by Grown-Ups) and
modern times (Carl Sagan Got Astronomically High), Kelly's research spans all manner of eras,
places, and, of course, drugs. History is rife with drug use and drug users, and Human History on
Drugs takes us through those highs (pun intended) and lows on a wittily entertaining ride that
uncovers their seriously unexpected impact on our past.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: The Beatles: The Music And The Myth Patrick
Humphries, Peter Dogget, 2010-05-17 From their 1962 debut single Love Me Do to the most recent
remastered albums, this is an album-by-album, track-by-track catalogue of every songs ever released
by The Beatles Includes: A chronology of key events in the life of the greatest ever rock band
Separate sections on compilation albums, the Anthology series and non-EMI recordings Eight pages
of colour picturesThis is the books that Beatles fans have been looking for - packed with details,
facts and pictures it's the definitive concise guide to the music of The Beatles.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Unreel Diana Wichtel, 2024-11-26 Born to a Polish
Holocaust survivor father and a 1950s Kiwi tradwife too busy to police her viewing, Diana Wichtel
cut her teeth on the Golden Age of television. But in the 1960s, things fell apart. Diana’s fractured
family left Canada and blew in to New Zealand, just missing the Beatles, and minus a father. Diana
watched television being born again half a world away, and twenty years later walked into the
smoky, clacking offices of the Listener where she became the country’s foremost television critic —
loved and loathed, with the hate mail in seething capital letters to prove it. Meanwhile, television’s
sometimes-pale imitation — her real life — was beginning to unreel. This is a sharply funny, wise and
profound memoir of growing up and becoming a writer, of parents and children, early marriage and
divorce, finding love again . . . and of the box we gathered around in our living rooms that changed
the world. ‘This whipcrack of a book is such good company that my eyes hurt from smiling as I read
it. (Was I smiling, or was it something else?) Here we are, in our audacity, our absurdity, our
banality, and our hope. Stumbling towards something now largely past. Linear TV, life, Diana
Wichtel herself, none of us are spared, but most of us are forgiven. This has always been Wichtel’s
brilliance. Her sharp, funny empathy. (She’d be the perfect funeral guest.) She also has the critic’s
obsession with delivering for the audience, or reader. As stunningly displayed in Driving to Treblinka
(read it), her words carry their truths off the page, impatient for our attention. Gorgeous, acerbic,
illuminating, human, Unreel is a wonderful read.’ — John Campbell ‘A funny, wise memoir that’s as
much about love and loss as it is about telly. The prose is brilliant, hilarious, just right. Devastating
too, when the critic looks, clear-eyed, at the individual tragedy suffered by her family that is a stain
on the conscience of the world. This story twines the communal joy of the greatest shows — from I
Love Lucy to Coro and The Sopranos — with the author’s realisation of the power the medium has,
not only to bring us together, but to help her face the darkness of the past. Diana Wichtel is
watching TV but she sees so much more.’ — Noelle McCarthy ‘The funniest writer on the planet on
the mad, sad and profound joys of the idiot box. You should binge read this.’ — Steve Braunias
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: CNN 互動英語 2019 年 11 月號 No.230 【有聲版】 LiveABC編輯群, 〔新
聞：時事、新知〕 〔適合對象：準備出國、生活中需要大量使用英語、TOEIC ,TOEFL考試準備者〕 CNN互動英語是全國唯一CNN官方授權，最道地的英語教材，大專院
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Shift 中美貿易戰副產品 大亞洲經濟時代崛起 How America May Stagnate and Asia May Thrive in Trump’s Trade War 中
美貿易戰未歇，連帶影響全球經貿關係策略，讓亞洲各國往來更趨緊密，與美國則走向脫鉤，加速區域經濟布局的洗牌。 商業 Middle Eastern Gateway 沙漠之鑰——杜
拜國際機場 How Dubai International Grew from a Small, Desert Airfield to One of the Busiest Hubs in the
World 杜拜在六十年內從一個名不見經傳的沙漠小鎮變身為全球最大的國際轉運站，有賴政府全力推助以及杜拜國際機場的不斷進化和轉型。 社會 A Forbidden Musical
Love K-Pop魅力無法擋 脫北者也瘋狂 K-Pop Creeps into North Korea and Inspires More Defectors 南韓流行樂的影響力不僅只
限於娛樂、文化層面，甚至成為北韓人民脫北的一大誘因！CNN訪問數名脫北者，聊聊K-pop何以對北韓人有著如此強大的吸引力。 商業 Cyber Gold 吸睛又吸金的網紅行銷
淘金術 Making Money Online by Influencing Fashion Trends 網紅、部落客想賺錢，除了接業配、產品代言之外，還可透過許多平台賺取分紅。
只要有消費者因為網紅推薦而購買某樣商品，網紅就可以得到分潤佣金。 科技 On the Right Track 日本鐵道結合人工智慧 服務口碑再升級 Japan Plans to
Incorporate AI into Its Railways 為因應日本人口老化等問題，JR東日本導入人工智慧、IoT 物聯網等技術，盼減少人力，同時保有高品質的效率及安全。 專題
報導 Ice Crisis 格陵蘭融冰速度再創新高 Greenland’s Glaciers Are Melting at a Rapid Rate NASA科學家持續追蹤格陵蘭的冰河及海
平面高度，發現除了異常的高溫，冰層下方暖化的海水也是加速融冰的元兇之一。 專題報導 Plastic Poison 海洋浩劫！塑膠微粒流入大西洋馬尾藻海 Greenpeace
Study Shows Microplastics Are Choking the Ocean 研究人員在大西洋中央的馬尾藻海發現大量塑膠微粒。海洋生物誤食塑膠碎屑後，毒素恐沿著食
物鏈回到你我的餐桌。 旅遊 The Trouble with Travel 夯景點的美麗與哀愁 過度觀光成隱憂 Venice Rolls Out Plan to Combat Mass
Tourism 觀光人潮為熱門景點帶來大量收入，但隨之而來的擁擠和污染也為在地居民帶來衝擊。政府祭出各項措施，希望能找到觀光發展和當地民眾權益的平衡點。 CNN 全球瞭望
Saudi Arabian Oil Facilities Attacked by Drones 沙國油廠遭攻擊 重挫全球石油產量 The Bahamas Devastated by
Hurricane Dorian 多利安颶風肆虐巴哈馬 留下斷垣殘壁 Disney’s Billion-Dollar Domination 一年五部片票房破十億 迪士尼公司穩坐影壇龍頭 全
方位搞懂CNN Come Together at Abbey Road! 向經典致敬 披頭四粉絲齊聚艾比路 CNN主播教你唸 全球主要機場 A Forbidden Musical
Love K-Pop 魅力無法擋 脫北者也瘋狂 K-Pop Creeps into North Korea and Inspires More Defectors BRIAN TODD,
CNN CORRESPONDENT It was a surprising and, for many North Koreans, jarring sight: a band
called Red Velvet, wildly popular in South Korea and around the world, invited to perform in front of
an elite audience in Pyongyang in the spring of 2018. One of their most adoring fans [is] North
Korea’s usually stoic supreme leader, who was caught on camera leading the applause, even though
he’s banned his own people from listening to the same songs. Kim Jong Un and his wife, Ri Sol Ju,
once a singer herself, greeted the band offstage. But now, there’s growing evidence this kind of
music, called K-pop, is becoming a threat to the dictator’s regime. A recent survey by South Korea’s
Unification Media Group says more and more defectors now cite music as a key factor in how they
became disenchanted with their government. KIM SUK-YOUNG, AUTHOR, “ILLUSIVE UTOPIA:
THEATER, FILM AND EVERYDAY PERFORMANCE IN NORTH KOREA” [The] North Korean young
generation find many creative ways to access foreign media. Especially South Korean pop culture
has been phenomenally popular in North Korea for the past 20 years, and it’s really starting to
impact the way they conceive the world as well as to reflect upon their own lives in North Korea.
BRIAN TODD, CNN CORRESPONDENT North Korea’s first couple are such fans of that style of
music themselves that they have their own girl band: Moranbong—Kim Jong Un’s handpicked troupe
of young women in tight dresses—who sing Korean pop songs and tributes to their boss. But one
defector says that’s about the extent to which young North Koreans are allowed to consume pop
music. KANG NA RA, NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR (VIA INTERPRETER) North Korea is such a
tightly-controlled society, and the style you can follow is very limited. Ri Sol Ju or Moranbong band
members are our only permitted role models. BRIAN TODD, CNN CORRESPONDENT Kim’s regime
forbids the influx of any foreign media content unless it’s heavily censored, but still, it gets in. Hyun
Lee defected from North Korea five years ago. The son of a top financial official for Kim’s regime,
Lee had access to South Korean K-pop, which was smuggled in by friends, while he lived in North
Korea. He says any young North Korean hearing South Korean K-pop for the first time is struck by
the difference. What does that music have that their music does not have? HYUN LEE, NORTH
KOREAN DEFECTOR So, North Korean music doesn’t have any emotion and [or] feeling[s] of love
and then, their freedom of society, but South Korean music emphasizes emotion [and] love. BRIAN
TODD, CNN CORRESPONDENT Hyun Lee says the tide of K-pop is so enormous and the black



market for the music and videos is so strong, even young people still inside North Korea know about
“Gangnam Style,” the song by the artist PSY that was the first YouTube video ever to reach a billion
views. But it’s a tide Kim Jong Un is trying to hold back. Analysts say North Korea’s crackdown on
the consumption of K-pop by its citizens has intensified under Kim. Defectors say there’s a feared
unit of Kim’s security services called Group 109—a roving group of operatives searching for banned
CDs and USB drives. HYUN LEE, NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR They basically do search your body
and search your home at any time, at everywhere. Once [a] North Korean’s caught by 109, so the
seria [serious] punishment was [is] execution. BRIAN TODD, CNN CORRESPONDENT It’s not just
listening to K-pop that can get the average young North Korean in trouble. One young defector told
the Washington Post that after seeing some K-pop videos, she wanted to emulate their clothing style.
She put on a pair of jeans, she said, and went to a local market. She said authorities there made her
take the jeans off right there, and they burned them right in front of her. CNN特派員 布萊恩．陶德 這是個出人意料，且
對許多北韓人來說很刺眼的景象：一支在南韓和全球各地都大受歡迎，名為Red Velvet的樂團，受邀於二○一八年春天在平壤的一群菁英觀眾面前表演。其中一個對他們最為傾心的粉絲
就是通常不苟言笑的北韓最高領導人，鏡頭捕捉到他帶領大家鼓掌，不過他卻禁止自己的人民聽相同的歌曲。 金正恩和他的妻子李雪主在表演結束後接見了該樂團，李雪主本人曾是名歌手。但是
現在有愈來愈多證據顯示，這一類稱作韓國流行音樂的音樂，對這位獨裁者的政權而言漸漸成為一項威脅。 日前一項由南韓的統一媒體集團所進行的調查指出，現在有愈來愈多的脫北者說音樂是
他們對政府感到幻滅的一個關鍵因素。 《飄渺的烏托邦：北韓的戲劇、電影和日常表演》作者 金淑雲（音譯） 北韓的年輕一代找到很多有創意的方法接觸外國媒體。過去二十年來，南韓流行文
化在北韓受歡迎得不得了，而這確實已經開始影響北韓人對這個世界的認知，以及反思他們自己在北韓的生活。 CNN特派員 布萊恩．陶德 北韓的第一夫妻本身是那類音樂的熱衷粉絲，因此
他們組了自有的女子樂團：牡丹峰，也就是金正恩精挑細選、穿著緊身洋裝的少女團體，唱著韓國流行歌曲和對他們老闆的頌歌。但是有位脫北者說，那差不多就是北韓年輕人被允許消費流行音
樂的限度了。 脫北者 姜娜拉（音譯）（經由口譯） 北韓是個受到如此嚴格控制的社會，你能夠追隨的風潮非常有限。李雪主或牡丹峰樂團的成員是我們唯一被允許追隨的模範。 CNN特派
員 布萊恩．陶德 金正恩政權禁止任何外國媒體內容流入，除非經過嚴格審查，但還是滲透進去了。李賢（音譯）在五年前脫北。李賢是金正恩政權下的財政高官之子，他住在北韓時，經由朋友
偷偷帶入而得以接觸南韓流行音樂。他說任何第一次聽到南韓流行音樂的北韓年輕人，都會因當中的差異而感到震驚。 那種音樂中有什麼是他們的音樂所沒有的呢？ 脫北者 李賢（音譯） 北韓
的音樂不帶任何情感或愛的感覺，再來，也沒有社會的自由，反觀南韓的音樂重視情感和愛。 CNN特派員 布萊恩．陶德 李賢說韓國流行音樂的浪潮是如此巨大，加上這種音樂和影片的黑市
需求是如此強勁，就連仍在北韓境內的年輕人都知道〈江南風格〉，那首由藝人PSY演唱的歌曲是史上首支達十億次點閱的YouTube影片。但這是股金正恩正設法壓制的浪潮。 分析師
指出，在金正恩政權下，北韓對其人民消費韓國流行音樂的取締增強了。脫北者說，金正恩有個令人喪膽、叫作一○九小隊的安全勤務單位，那是一個機動式的行動小組，專門搜尋遭禁的CD
和隨身碟。 脫北者 李賢（音譯） 基本上他們會隨時隨地搜你身和到你家翻箱倒櫃。一旦有北韓人被一○九小隊抓到，嚴重的懲罰是處決。 CNN特派員 布萊恩．陶德 會讓北韓一般年輕人
惹禍上身的不是只有聽南韓流行音樂而已。一名年輕的脫北者告訴《華盛頓郵報》，她在看過一些韓國流行音樂的影片之後，想要仿效他們的穿著風格。她說她穿上一條牛仔褲去到當地的一個市
場。她說地方當局逼她當場脫掉牛仔褲，然後當她的面把褲子給燒了。
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: CliffsNotes HiSET Cram Plan Tim Collins, Timothy
G. Collins, 2015 CliffsNotes HiSET Cram Plan provides calendarized test prep for the HiSET, which
is a high school equivalency test similar to the GED and used in a growing number of states.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: Under Spells and Other Narratives Theodore Lyons,
2013-10-29 In Under Spells, a Buddhist author recounts his simultaneous influences after living out
some of the experiences of various authors and their characters. On the verge of homelessness in
Sans-Abri (Without Shelter), he decides not to stay in a shelter but rather outdoors, like Siddhartha
Gautama Buddha and his followers in the 5th century BC, and painfully conquers the elements.
Having studied astronomy and astrology, he finally charts his horoscope in Little Green Men and
learns how and why his life turned out the way it did. In Chez Moi, he journeys again to Maine and
eastern Canada while he has the chance.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: The Space Between the Notes Sheila Whiteley,
2003-09-02 A study of sixties and seventies popular music and its related counter-culture. Whiteley
illuminates her theories with analysis of key recordings by artists such as The Rolling Stones, Cream
and Jimi Hendrix.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: The Beatles in Japan Carolyn S. Stevens, 2017-11-22
Following their first tour to Japan in 1966, the Beatles would become an important part of Japan’s
postwar cultural development and its deepening relationship with the West. By the 1960s Japan’s
dramatic rise in prosperity and the self-confidence of the country’s ‘economic miracle’ period were
yet to come; it was not, at this stage, considered a fully-fledged partner of the West. All these
potential developments were consolidating around the time of the 1966 tour. The Beatles' concerts
in Tokyo contributed to the construction of a new Japanese national identity and introduced Japan as
a new potential market to UK and US music producers, broadening the country’s transnational
cultural links. This book explores the Beatles’ engagement with Japan within the larger context of



the country’s increased global connection and large-scale economic, social and cultural change. It
describes the great impact of the Beatles’ contentious 1966 tour, which took place amid public
displays of both euphoric ‘Beatlemania’ and angry protests, and discusses the lasting impression of
this tour on Japanese culture and identity to the present day. The Beatles’ relationship with Japan
did not end after their departure; this book also examines the Beatles’ subsequent contacts with
Japan, including John Lennon’s marriage and artistic partnership with Yoko Ono, and Paul
McCartney’s later Japanese tours and the warm reception the ex Beatles and their musical legacy
have received over the years.
  the beatles it was 50 years ago today: The Beatles Encyclopedia Kenneth Womack,
2016-11-21 This condensed paperback encyclopedia documents the enduring cultural impact and
musical legacy of the Beatles, providing readers with a one-stop resource to the Fab Four's
compelling story and breadth of achievements. Legendary in music and popular culture, the Beatles
were one of the most successful bands of all time. The collective achievements of the Fab Four affect
a broad demographic that includes today's children, Millennials, Gen Xers, and Baby Boomers. This
one-volume condensed paperback edition of The Beatles Encyclopedia brings the Beatles' dramatic
story alive, highlighting the humanity of the quartet of artists that has made them an enduring
artistic and social phenomenon. The entries in this condensed encyclopedia provide in-depth
biographical information about the Beatles and their circle as well as fascinating historical
background and key details about their most important works, giving readers broad coverage that
addresses the major aspects of the band's and its individual members' phenomenal achievement. The
easy-to-use A–Z resource also includes a biographical chronology and a discography as well as a
bibliography that directs readers to excellent sources of additional information in print and online.
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