social learning theory of crime

Social Learning Theory of Crime: Understanding How Behavior is Learned and Influenced

social learning theory of crime offers a fascinating lens through which we can understand criminal
behavior not as an inherent trait but as something learned through interaction with others. Unlike theories
that focus solely on biology or individual psychology, social learning theory emphasizes the role of
environment, observation, and social context in shaping actions that deviate from societal norms. This
approach has significantly influenced criminology by explaining how people adopt criminal behaviors

through mechanisms of learning and imitation.

What is the Social Learning Theory of Crime?

At its core, the social learning theory of crime suggests that individuals acquire criminal behaviors by
observing and imitating others, particularly those within their close social circles. The theory was
popularized by psychologist Albert Bandura in the mid-20th century, who demonstrated through his
famous Bobo doll experiment that people learn not only through direct experience but also by watching

the behaviors of others and the consequences that follow.

In the context of crime, this means that people are more likely to engage in illegal activities if they see
those behaviors modeled and rewarded within their environment. It's a shift away from the idea that
criminals are inherently different from non-criminals, focusing instead on how social interactions influence

behavior.

The Role of Differential Association

One of the foundational concepts integrated into social learning theory is differential association, introduced
by sociologist Edwin Sutherland. This idea posits that people learn criminal behavior through
communication and interaction with others who already engage in crime. The norms, values, and attitudes

of these groups heavily influence an individual's perception of what is acceptable or unacceptable behavior.

For example, if a young person is surrounded by peers who glorify theft or drug use, they are more likely
to adopt similar attitudes and behaviors. This process involves learning the techniques of committing

crimes, as well as the motives and rationalizations that justify those actions.



Key Components of Social Learning Theory

Several essential elements explain how criminal behavior is learned:

- ¥Differential Reinforcement:** Behaviors are encouraged or discouraged based on the rewards or
punishments they receive. If crime leads to positive outcomes like money or social status, it is reinforced.

- ¥Imitation:** Individuals mimic behaviors observed in others, particularly those they admire or consider
role models.

- ¥Definitions:** These are the attitudes or meanings attached to behaviors. If someone develops definitions
favorable to law-breaking, they are more likely to commit crimes.

- ¥*Modeling:** Observing others performing certain behaviors influences whether an individual will

emulate those actions.

These components highlight that crime is not simply a product of personal choice but is deeply embedded

in social contexts and learning processes.

How Social Learning Theory Explains Different Types of Crime

The social learning theory of crime is versatile in explaining various forms of criminal behavior, from
juvenile delinquency to white-collar crime. Its broad applicability makes it a valuable tool for

understanding why people engage in illegal acts.

Youth and Juvenile Delinquency

Many studies have shown that young people who associate with delinquent peers are more likely to
commit crimes themselves. The influence of family, friends, and community plays a critical role in shaping
attitudes toward crime. When youths are exposed to criminal behaviors and receive social reinforcement

for them, these actions become normalized.
Furthermore, the lack of positive role models or opportunities for legitimate success can push young

individuals toward deviant groups. This process illustrates how social learning theory explains not only the

acquisition of criminal conduct but also its persistence.

White-Collar and Corporate Crime

Interestingly, social learning theory also sheds light on white-collar crime, which involves illegal acts

committed by professionals in the course of their occupation. In corporate settings, unethical practices may



become normalized if employees observe superiors engaging in fraud or corruption without facing

consequences.

The reinforcement of such behavior through promotions, bonuses, or peer approval creates an environment
where illegal activities are learned and perpetuated. This perspective challenges stereotypes that white-
collar criminals are fundamentally different from street criminals, emphasizing the power of social context

and learned behavior.

Implications for Crime Prevention and Rehabilitation

Understanding the social learning theory of crime opens up possibilities for more effective crime
prevention and rehabilitation strategies. Since behavior is learned, it can also be unlearned or reshaped

through positive social influences.

Targeting Social Environments

Crime prevention programs that focus on altering the social environment have shown promise. For
example, initiatives that provide mentorship, positive peer groups, and community engagement can reduce
the appeal of delinquent behavior. By exposing at-risk individuals to prosocial role models and reinforcing

lawful behavior, these programs aim to shift attitudes and reduce criminal learning.

Behavioral Interventions in Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation efforts that incorporate social learning principles often involve cognitive-behavioral therapy
(CBT) and skills training. These approaches help offenders recognize the social triggers and learned patterns

that lead to criminal behavior and develop alternative coping mechanisms.

Programs may also focus on changing the definitions offenders hold about crime, encouraging them to adopt
values aligned with societal norms. Reinforcing prosocial behavior through rewards and social approval

supports the transition away from criminal activities.

Critiques and Limitations of the Social Learning Theory of Crime

‘While the social learning theory of crime offers valuable insights, it is not without criticism. Some argue
that it places too much emphasis on external influences and underestimates individual differences such as

personality traits or genetic predispositions.



Moreover, the theory may struggle to explain crimes committed in isolation or those driven by internal
psychological factors rather than social context. The complexity of human behavior means that no single

theory can fully account for all types of criminality.

Nonetheless, the social learning perspective remains a crucial piece in the puzzle, especially when

combined with other criminological theories.

Integrating Social Learning Theory with Modern Criminology

Today, the social learning theory of crime continues to inform research and practice in criminology.
Advances in technology and social media have expanded the ways individuals are exposed to behaviors,

creating new avenues for learning both prosocial and antisocial conduct.

For instance, online communities can reinforce criminal behavior patterns or offer support for positive
change. Understanding these dynamics helps policymakers and practitioners design interventions that

address contemporary challenges.

Furthermore, combining social learning theory with insights from neuroscience, psychology, and sociology
provides a holistic view of crime causation. This interdisciplinary approach enhances our ability to tackle

crime effectively by addressing both individual and social factors.

The social learning theory of crime invites us to consider how the people around us shape who we become,
for better or worse. Recognizing the power of social influence reminds us that change is possible—not just

at the individual level but within communities and societies striving for safer, more just environments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the social learning theory of crime?

The social learning theory of crime posits that individuals learn criminal behavior through their
interactions and communications with others, especially within close social groups, by observing, imitating,

and receiving reinforcement for such behaviors.

‘Who developed the social learning theory of crime?

The social learning theory of crime was primarily developed by sociologist Ronald Akers in the 1970s,

building upon Edwin Sutherland's earlier concept of differential association theory.



How does reinforcement influence criminal behavior according to social

learning theory?

According to social learning theory, reinforcement—both positive (rewards) and negative
(punishments)—plays a crucial role in encouraging or discouraging criminal behavior. Individuals are more

likely to repeat behaviors that are rewarded and avoid those that are punished.

‘What role do peer groups play in the social learning theory of crime?

Peer groups are central in the social learning theory of crime because they provide the context in which
individuals are exposed to criminal behavior, learn definitions favorable to crime, and receive

reinforcement or punishment that influences their likelihood of engaging in criminal acts.

How does social learning theory explain the persistence of criminal
behavior?

Social learning theory explains the persistence of criminal behavior through continuous exposure to
criminal norms and values within one’s social environment, along with ongoing reinforcement of such

behavior, which reinforces and sustains criminal conduct over time.

Can social learning theory be applied to prevent crime?

Yes, social learning theory can be applied to crime prevention by promoting positive social influences,
encouraging pro-social behavior through reinforcement, and reducing exposure to criminal models,

thereby altering learned behaviors toward conformity and lawfulness.

Additional Resources

Social Learning Theory of Crime: An In-Depth Exploration

social learning theory of crime stands as one of the most influential frameworks in criminology, offering a
nuanced perspective on how individuals come to engage in criminal behavior. Unlike traditional theories
that focus solely on biological or psychological predispositions, this theory emphasizes the powerful role of
social interactions and environmental influences in shaping criminal conduct. Rooted in the broader social
learning theory developed by psychologist Albert Bandura, its application to criminology has provided

critical insights into the mechanisms behind the acquisition and perpetuation of deviant behaviors.

Understanding the Foundations of Social Learning Theory of



Crime

At its core, the social learning theory of crime posits that criminal behavior is learned through interaction
with others. This learning process involves not just the imitation of observed behaviors but also the
internalization of attitudes, values, and norms that are favorable to criminality. Edwin H. Sutherland’s
earlier concept of differential association theory laid groundwork in this realm, highlighting how exposure
to criminal values can increase the likelihood of offending. Building upon this, Ronald Akers expanded the
framework by integrating behavioral psychology principles, especially operant conditioning, to explain

how reinforcement and punishment affect the persistence of criminal actions.
The theory suggests that individuals are more likely to engage in crime when they are exposed to an
excess of definitions favorable to law violation over definitions unfavorable to it. This balance of influences

occurs primarily through social groups such as family, peers, and community networks. Consequently, the

social context becomes a critical variable in predicting and understanding criminality.

Key Components of Social Learning Theory in Crime

Social learning theory of crime is characterized by several distinct but interconnected components:
« Differential Association: The frequency, duration, intensity, and priority of exposure to criminal or
anti-criminal norms influence learning outcomes.

e Definitions: These are the attitudes or meanings attached to certain behaviors, which can either

justify or condemn criminal acts.

e Imitation: Observing and replicating the behavior of role models or peers is a fundamental process in

acquiring criminal conduct.

¢ Reinforcement and Punishment: Positive or negative consequences following behavior affect the

likelihood of its repetition, shaping long-term behavioral patterns.

This multifaceted approach highlights that crime is not merely a spontaneous act but the result of

continuous social learning, where behavior is reinforced and sustained through social systems.

Application and Empirical Evidence



Empirical studies have consistently supported the social learning theory of crime across various
demographic and cultural contexts. For instance, research shows that youths who associate with delinquent
peers are significantly more prone to engage in criminal activities. Such peer networks provide not only

opportunities but also the social approval necessary for offending.

Moreover, family environments play a pivotal role. Children raised in households where criminal behavior
is normalized or where parental supervision is lacking tend to adopt similar behavioral patterns. This

intergenerational transmission of crime further underscores the theory’s validity.

In contrast, communities characterized by strong social bonds and collective efficacy tend to inhibit the
spread of criminal norms. These findings indicate that social learning is not deterministic but rather

contingent upon the nature and quality of social interactions.

Comparisons with Other Criminological Theories

‘When compared to strain theory or biological determinism, the social learning theory of crime provides a
more dynamic and interactional explanation for criminal behavior. While strain theory focuses on structural
pressures and individual responses to societal stress, social learning theory emphasizes the ongoing processes
of social influence and reinforcement. Biological theories, on the other hand, often attribute crime to innate
or genetic factors, which the social learning perspective critiques as insufficient to explain variations in

criminal behavior across different social contexts.
Additionally, labeling theory, which centers on societal reactions to deviance, complements social learning
by addressing how external definitions can affect self-identity and subsequent learning of criminal roles.

Together, these theories create a multifaceted understanding of crime that encompasses both individual and

social dimensions.

Strengths and Limitations of Social Learning Theory of Crime

The social learning theory of crime is praised for its comprehensive approach to understanding the social
roots of criminal behavior. Its emphasis on observable social processes makes it amenable to empirical testing
and practical intervention strategies, particularly in prevention and rehabilitation programs.

e Strengths:

o Incorporates social environment as a key factor in criminal behavior.

o Explains the role of peer influence and family dynamics effectively.



o Provides a framework for targeted interventions, such as mentorship and community

programs.

o Integrates psychological mechanisms like reinforcement, allowing for a nuanced analysis of

behavior persistence.

e Limitations:

[¢]

May underemphasize individual psychological traits or biological predispositions.

[¢]

Does not fully address why some exposed to similar social environments do not engage in

crime.

[¢]

Can be challenging to isolate specific social learning variables due to the complexity of social

interactions.

[¢]

Potentially overlooks structural factors such as poverty and systemic inequality that contribute

to crime.

These strengths and weaknesses inform ongoing debates in criminology and guide the refinement of

theories to better capture the multifaceted nature of criminal behavior.

Implications for Crime Prevention and Policy

Understanding crime through the lens of social learning theory has significant implications for law
enforcement, social work, and public policy. Intervention programs that focus on altering social
environments and promoting prosocial behaviors have demonstrated success in reducing recidivism and

preventing initial offending.

Examples include:

¢ Youth mentorship programs that connect at-risk individuals with positive role models.

e Family-based interventions aimed at improving parenting practices and supervision.



e Community initiatives that strengthen social cohesion and collective efficacy.

e School-based programs that teach conflict resolution and social skills.

By targeting the social contexts that foster criminal learning, such strategies seek to disrupt the transmission

of criminal attitudes and behaviors before they become entrenched.

Social learning theory of crime also encourages a shift away from purely punitive approaches toward
restorative justice models that emphasize rehabilitation and social reintegration. This aligns with broader

societal goals of reducing crime through constructive engagement rather than solely through deterrence.

The exploration of social learning theory continues to evolve, integrating new findings from psychology,
sociology, and neuroscience. As research delves deeper into the interplay between social environments and
individual behavior, this theoretical framework remains central to understanding and addressing the

complex phenomenon of crime.
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social learning theory of crime: Social Learning Theory and the Explanation of Crime
Ronald L. Akers, Gary F. Jensen, 2017-07-28 Social learning theory has been called the dominant
theory of crime and delinquency in the United States, yet it is often misrepresented. This latest
volume in the distinguished Advances in Criminological Theory series explores the impact of this
theory. Some equate it with differential association theory. Others depict it as little more than a
micro-level appendage to cultural deviance theories. There have been earlier attempts to clarify the
theory's unique features in comparison to other theories, and others have applied it to broader
issues. These efforts are extended in this volume, which focuses on developing, applying, and testing
the theory on a variety of criminal and delinquent behavior. It applies the theory to treatment and
prevention, moving social learning into a global context for the twenty-first century. This
comprehensive volume includes the latest work, tests, and theoretical advances in social learning
theory and will be particularly helpful to criminologists, sociologists, and psychologists. It may also
be of interest to those concerned with current issues relating to delinquency, drug use/abuse, and
drinking/alcohol abuse.

social learning theory of crime: Social Learning and Social Structure Ronald Akers,
2017-09-20 The social learning theory of crime integrates Edwin H. Sutherland's diff erential
association theory with behavioral learning theory. It is a widely accepted and applied approaches to
criminal and deviant behavior. However, it is also widely misinterpreted, misstated, and misapplied.
This is the fi rst single volume, in-depth, authoritative discussion of the background, concepts,
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development, modifications, and empirical tests of social learning theory. Akers begins with a
personal account of Sutherland's involvement in criminology and the origins of his infl uential
perspective. He then traces the intellectual history of Sutherland's theory as well as social learning
theory, providing a comprehensive explanation of how each theory approaches illegal behavior.
Akers reviews research on various correlates and predictors of crime and delinquency that may be
used as operational measures of differential association, reinforcement, and other social learning
concepts. Akers proposes a new, integrated theory of social learning and social structure that links
group diff erences in crime to individual conduct. He concludes with a cogent discussion of the
implications of social learning theory for criminology and public policy. Now available in paperback,
with a new introduction by the author, this volume will be invaluable to professionals and for use in
courses in criminology and deviance.

social learning theory of crime: Social Learning and Social Structure Ronald L. Akers,
2011-12-31 The social learning theory of crime integrates Edwin H. Sutherland's diff erential
association theory with behavioral learning theory. It is a widely accepted and applied approaches to
criminal and deviant behavior. However, it is also widely misinterpreted, misstated, and misapplied.
This is the fi rst single volume, in-depth, authoritative discussion of the background, concepts,
development, modifications, and empirical tests of social learning theory. Akers begins with a
personal account of Sutherland's involvement in criminology and the origins of his infl uential
perspective. He then traces the intellectual history of Sutherland's theory as well as social learning
theory, providing a comprehensive explanation of how each theory approaches illegal behavior.
Akers reviews research on various correlates and predictors of crime and delinquency that may be
used as operational measures of differential association, reinforcement, and other social learning
concepts. Akers proposes a new, integrated theory of social learning and social structure that links
group diff erences in crime to individual conduct. He concludes with a cogent discussion of the
implications of social learning theory for criminology and public policy. Now available in paperback,
with a new introduction by the author, this volume will be invaluable to professionals and for use in
courses in criminology and deviance.

social learning theory of crime: Social Learning Theory: Oxford Bibliographies Online
Research Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to
help scholars and students of criminology find reliable sources of information by directing them to
the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters,
and journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading
international authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by
direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear
how the cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable
introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of
scholarly interest within this topic. In criminology, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels
are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool
for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of
an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Criminology, a dynamic, continuously updated, online
resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials
relevant to the study and practice of criminology. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject
disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.

social learning theory of crime: Social Learning Theories of Crime Christine Sharon
Sellers, L. Thomas Winfree (Jr.), Ronald L. Akers, 2012 The readings selected for this volume reveal
the historical development of social learning theory, from its origins to its further incorporation of
social structure as the context within which criminal behavior is learned. The essays emphasize the
theory's foundations in both symbolic interactionism and behaviorism and reflect that at its core the
theory remains true to its origins in sociology. The theory is also shown to be an explanation of the
gamut of deviant behaviors ranging from gang activities to drug use and from coercive sex to
terrorism.



social learning theory of crime: Handbook on Crime and Deviance Marvin D. Krohn, Alan
J. Lizotte, Gina Penly Hall, 2010-01-15

social learning theory of crime: Criminology Gennaro F. Vito, Jeffrey R. Maahs, Ronald M.
Holmes, 2006 Across America, crime is a consistent public concern. The authors have produced a
comprehensive work on major criminological theories, combining classical criminology with new
topics, such as Internet crime and terrorism. The text also focuses on how criminology shapes public
policy.

social learning theory of crime: Out of Control Erich Goode, 2008 A supplemental textbook
that examines the self-control theory of crime from a range of perspectives, both supportive and
critical.

social learning theory of crime: Criminological Theories Suzette Cote, 2002-03-19 This
anthology is a superb collection of 36 articles covering all of the major theories, past and present,
that inform criminology today. What truly sets this volume apart is the inclusion of many articles
discussing novel and often overlooked perspectives in criminological theory. In fact, many of these
articles have never before been included in a reader. Each article is framed by an introductory
overview (discussing the article's importance, the context for its development, and the author) and
concludes with discussion questions. These articles include a thorough examination of topics such as
white collar crime and developmental criminology, as well a discussions of integrated theories that
consider genetics, psychology, and environmental approaches. As most journal articles are typically
written for a professional audience, the original articles have been substantially edited and abridged
to make them more accessible to students. The resulting reader will prove to be an invaluable
resource for any undergraduate or graduate course where criminological theory plays a central role.

social learning theory of crime: Crime and Its Modification Michael T. Nietzel, 1979

social learning theory of crime: Criminological Theory ]. Robert Lilly, Francis T. Cullen,
Richard A. Ball, 2007 The Fourth Edition of this highly acclaimed book expands on previous editions
with coverage of newly emerged theories and empirical updates supported by a significant amount
of new references. Criminological Theory provides coverage of the latest theories in the field without
diminishing the presentation of classic analysis. Major theoretical perspectives that have developed
from both recent critical work and traditional schools, together with practical applications, compel
the reader to apply theories to the contemporary social milieu.

social learning theory of crime: 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook ]. Mitchell
Miller, 2009-08-06 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook provides straightforward and
definitive overviews of 100 key topics comprising traditional criminology and its modern outgrowths.
The individual chapters have been designed to serve as a first-look reference source for most
criminological inquires. Both connected to the sociological origins of criminology (i.e., theory and
research methods) and the justice systems' response to crime and related social problems, as well as
coverage of major crime types, this two-volume set offers a comprehensive overview of the current
state of criminology. From student term papers and masters theses to researchers commencing
literature reviews, 21st Century Criminology is a ready source from which to quickly access
authoritative knowledge on a range of key issues and topics central to contemporary criminology.

social learning theory of crime: The Handbook of Criminological Theory Alex R. Piquero,
2015-11-02 An indispensable resource for all levels, this handbook provides up-to-date, in-depth
summaries of the most important theories in criminology. Provides original, cutting-edge, and
in-depth summaries of the most important theories in criminology Covers the origins and
assumptions behind each theory, explores current debates and research, points out knowledge gaps,
and offers directions for future research Encompasses theory, research, policy, and practice, with
recommendations for further reading at the end of each essay Features discussions of broad issues
and topics related to the field, such as the correlates of crime, testing theory, policy, and prediction
Clearly and accessibly written by leading scholars in the field as well as up-and-coming scholars

social learning theory of crime: Control Theories of Crime and Delinquency Chester L.
Britt, Michael R. Gottfredson, 2017-11-30 For the past twenty to thirty years, control theories of



crime have been at the center of theoretical development in criminology. Key to the control theory
perspective is the notion that crime is an inherently individual act, and its explanation requires that
we focus on the characteristics of individuals who commit crimes. Consequently, control theory
focuses on such issues as self-control and social control. The contributions to this volume explicate
and extend the application of control theory. It is divided into three general areas. Part 1 focuses on
key assumptions and components of control theories. Contributors discuss the notion of learning, or
socialization, in the context of control theory and the effects that families, peers, and the criminal
justice system have on self-control, social ties, and criminal behavior. Part 2 applies control theory to
areas typically assumed to be out of the domain of self-control theory and social control theory, such
as gender differences in crime, domestic violence, and group crime. Considering control theory's
emphasis on explaining individual criminal acts, these chapters suggest an interesting area of
development by highlighting the possibility that differences in crime across or within groups may
begin with individual characteristics and then making inferences about groups and group processes.
Part 3 approaches the explanation of crime cross-nationally and at the macro-level. Although the
authors take different approaches, they all illustrate that a theory of crime does not require
culture-specific elements in order to be a valid cross-cultural explanation. Contributors to this
volume include: Robert Agnew, Todd Armstrong, Leana Allen Bouffard, Augustine Brannigan,
Chester Britt, Barbara Costello, Maja Dekovic, Matt DeLisi, Michael Gottfredson, Henriette Haas,
Kelly H. Hardwick, Travis Hirschi, Marianne Junger, Martin Killias, Helen Mederer, Kevin
Thompson, and Alexander Vazsonyi.

social learning theory of crime: The Encyclopedia of Theoretical Criminology , 2014-04-07
The Encyclopedia of Theoretical Criminology in zwei Banden ist zweifelsohne das aktuellste
Referenzwerk der theoretischen Kriminologie. Fachlich geprufte Beitrage internationaler Experten
machen den Leser mit wegweisenden Theorien, Konzepten und Schlusselfiguren vertraut. Das
Nachschlagewerk prasentiert klassische und zeitgenossische Themen zu den wichtigen
Straftatbestanden, Zusammenhangen, fachspezifische (Soziologie, Biologie und Psychologie) und
fachubergreifende Erklarungen zu Kriminalitat, Kriminalitatsrate und Fragestellungen aus der
Rechtssoziologie.

social learning theory of crime: The Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment Wesley G.
Jennings, George E. Higgins, Mildred M. Maldonado-Molina, David N. Khey, 2016-01-19 The
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment provides the most comprehensive reference for a vast
number of topics relevant to crime and punishment with a unique focus on the
multi/interdisciplinary and international aspects of these topics and historical perspectives on crime
and punishment around the world. Named as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles of 2016
Comprising nearly 300 entries, this invaluable reference resource serves as the most up-to-date and
wide-ranging resource on crime and punishment Offers a global perspective from an international
team of leading scholars, including coverage of the strong and rapidly growing body of work on
criminology in Europe, Asia, and other areas Acknowledges the overlap of criminology and criminal
justice with a number of disciplines such as sociology, psychology, epidemiology, history, economics,
and public health, and law Entry topics are organized around 12 core substantive areas:
international aspects, multi/interdisciplinary aspects, crime types, corrections, policing, law and
justice, research methods, criminological theory, correlates of crime, organizations and institutions
(U.S.), victimology, and special populations Organized, authored and Edited by leading scholars, all
of whom come to the project with exemplary track records and international standing 3 Volumes
www.crimeandpunishmentencyclopedia.com

social learning theory of crime: Introduction to Criminology Anthony Walsh, Craig Hemmens,
2008-03-07 Combining the didactic approach of a textbook with well-edited critical research articles,
Introduction to Criminology provides the best of both worlds, offering a unique new spin on the core
textbook format. Organized like a more traditional introductory criminology text, this Text/Reader is
divided into 14 sections that contain all the usual topics taught in an introduction to criminology
course. After a comprehensive overview, each section has an introductory mini-chapter that provides



engaging coverage of key concepts, developments, controversial issues, and research in the field.
These authored introductions are followed by carefully selected and edited original research articles.
The readings were written by criminology experts and often have a policy orientation that will help
address student interest in the so what? application of theory. Key Features and Benefits Features
the unique How to Read a Research Article-tied to the first reading in the book-to guide students in
understanding and learning from the edited articles that appear throughout the text Boasts
extensive and innovative coverage of the field of criminology, with special emphasis on the modern
psychosocial and biosocial theories and concepts and integrating them with traditional sociological
theories Utilizes unique summary tables at the ends of all theory chapters to allow students to
quickly observe differences and similarities between competing theories Concludes all theory
chapters with a distinctive section that presents policy and prevention implications to describe how
the theories can be applied to social and criminal

social learning theory of crime: Preventing Crime and Violence Brent Teasdale, Mindy S.
Bradley, 2016-11-29 This insightful volume integrates criminological theories, prevention science,
and empirical findings to create an up-to-date survey of crime prevention research and strategies.
Its interdisciplinary perspective expands on our knowledge of risk factors to isolate the malleable
mechanisms that produce criminal outcomes, and can therefore be targeted for intervention. In
addition, the text identifies developmental, lifespan, and social areas for effective intervention.
Reviews of family-, community-, and criminal justice-based crime prevention approaches not only
detail a wide gamut of successful techniques, but also provide evidence for why they succeed. And
as an extra research dimension, the book’s chapters on methodological issues and challenges
uncover rich possibilities for the next generation of crime prevention studies. Included in the
coverage: Integrating criminology and prevention research Social disorganization theory: its history
and relevance to crime prevention Research designs in crime and violence prevention Macro- and
micro-approaches to crime prevention and intervention programs Implications of life course:
approaches for prevention science Promising avenues for prevention, including confronting sexual
victimization on college campuses Spotlighting current progress and continuing evolution of the
field, Preventing Crime and Violence will enhance the work of researchers, practitioners,
academicians, and policymakers in public health, prevention science, criminology, and criminal
justice, as well as students interested in criminology and criminal justice.

social learning theory of crime: Criminology Anthony Walsh, Lee Ellis, 2006-12-14 I find that
Walsh's text is a great value for the price in that it encompasses a number of criminal justice topics,
a strong theoretical discussion, and dedicates chapters to the integrated approach of criminology. [It
also features] an interdisciplinary approach that integrates rather than separates the theories [and]
a comprehensive student study site that challenges the student to move beyond the classroom and
textbook.--Erin Conley-Monroe, Harold Washington College I was impressed after reviewing the
table of contents that Walsh included separate Chapters on Terrorism and Drugs . . . I felt that
Walsh's writing is very sophisticated and better organized with regards to Chapters than [the
competition]. I really liked how the interdisciplinary approach is explained and the
organization/choice of theories covered.... It addresses Criminology more at the interdisciplinary
approach and explains why that is important. I [also] find Sage’s [student study site at
www.sagepub.com/criminologystudy] to be thorough and easy to navigate. Walsh is a much better
value for the price.--Cathryn Lavery, Iona CollegeThis unique text offers an interdisciplinary
perspective on crime and criminality by integrating the latest theories, concepts, and research from
sociology, psychology, and biology. Offering a more complete look at the world of criminology than
any other existing text, authors Anthony Walsh and Lee Ellis first present criminological theory and
concepts in their traditional form and then show how integrating theory and concepts from the more
basic sciences can complement, expand, strengthen, and add coherence to them. Key Features:
Offers students the opportunity to learn from the cutting edges of criminology: This innovative,
interdisciplinary approach introduces students to the future of criminology by offering new and
exciting insights. The book also includes strong sections on crime policy and prevention that



illustrate the practical benefits of understanding theory and how theories guide policy-makers
seeking to prevent and control crime. Focuses on topics fascinating to students: Chapters on
typologies such as violent crime, serial killers, terrorism, drug and alcohol addiction, psychopaths,
organized crime, and white collar crime engage students while showing how the theories presented
earlier can be applied. Presents material in a student-friendly style: Written in an accessible format,
the book features many pedagogical tools such as chapter opening vignettes, Focus On boxes,
summary tables of all theories, a unique photo program, discussion questions, Web-driven exercises,
and key terms Accompanied by High-Quality Ancillaries! Offers audio links to public radio shows
from the NPR and PBS radio archives including This American Life, All Things Considered, Talk of
the Nation, Justice Talking, The Online Newshour, and Marketplace Provides free online video links
from the Frontline PBS which are broken up into segments so they can be shown in lecture, varying
in length from less than 3 minutes to hour long or more Includes interactive quizzes, e-flashcards
and practice quizzes, 3-5 journal articles per chapter, and much more! Intended Audience: This core
textbook is designed for undergraduate students studying Introductory Criminology in departments
of sociology and of criminal justice. For only $2.50 more than the textbook alone, you can adopt
Criminology by Walsh and The Concise Dictionary of Crime and Justice by Davis BUNDLE! Just use
ISBN 9781412958950. A handy reference for students, professionals, and anyone interested in
criminal justice and criminology, The Concise Dictionary of Crime and Justice is an excellent,
wide-ranging resource with clear definitions for over 2,000 key criminal justice terms. Often going
beyond simple definitions, the dictionary presents and explains common misperceptions for selected
entries.

social learning theory of crime: The Oxford Handbook of Juvenile Crime and Juvenile Justice
Barry C. Feld, Donna M. Bishop, 2012-01-12 State-of-the-art critical reviews of recent scholarship on
the causes of juvenile delinquency, juvenile justice system responses, and public policies to prevent
and reduce youth crime are brought together in a single volume authored by leading scholars and
researchers in neuropsychology, developmental and social psychology, sociology, history,
criminology/criminal justice, and law.
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