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Ernest Gellner Nations and Nationalism 1983: Understanding the Foundations of
Modern Nationalism

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983 marks a pivotal moment in the
study of nationalism and the concept of nations. Published in 1983, this
seminal work by Ernest Gellner has profoundly influenced how scholars,
students, and enthusiasts alike understand the complex interplay between
culture, society, and political identity. If you've ever wondered why nations
arise, what holds them together, or how nationalism shapes modern states,
Gellner’s analysis offers a compelling framework that remains relevant
decades later.

Who Was Ernest Gellner and Why Does His 1983
Work Matter?

Ernest Gellner was a philosopher and social anthropologist whose
interdisciplinary approach helped bridge gaps between sociology, political
science, and cultural studies. His book Nations and Nationalism (1983) 1is
often cited as one of the most influential texts in nationalism studies.
Unlike earlier romantic or primordialist theories that viewed nations as
ancient or natural entities, Gellner’s perspective introduced a modernist
interpretation that linked nationalism tightly to socio—-economic
transformations.

His work is not just academic jargon—it explains why nationalism surged
alongside industrialization and modernization, offering insights into the
forces that continue to shape the political landscape today. By engaging with
Gellner'’s theories, one gains a clearer understanding of how nationalism
functions as a social and political phenomenon.

The Core Ideas of Ernest Gellner Nations and
Nationalism 1983

At the heart of Gellner’s thesis is the idea that nationalism is primarily a
product of modern industrial society. Here are some of the foundational
concepts he explores:

Nationalism as a Political Principle

Gellner famously defined nationalism as “a political principle that holds
that the political and the national unit should be congruent.” This means
that the boundaries of a nation should ideally match those of the political
state. It’s a straightforward idea but one that has far-reaching
implications, especially when dealing with multi-ethnic or multi-lingual
States.



Modernization and Industrial Society

One of Gellner’s most significant contributions is linking nationalism to the
rise of industrial society. He argued that traditional agrarian societies,
which were hierarchical and segmented, did not foster nationalism in the
modern sense. Industrial society, on the other hand, requires a culturally
homogeneous population with shared norms, language, and education to function
efficiently. Nationalism, therefore, emerges as a mechanism to create this
cultural unity.

Culture and High Culture Standardization

Gellner emphasized the importance of “high culture”—a standardized, literate
culture promoted through education systems and state institutions.
Nationalism, in his view, demands the homogenization of culture to enable
communication and mobility within an industrial economy. This contrasts with
the diverse, localized folk cultures of pre-industrial times.

The Role of Education and the State

The state plays a central role in disseminating national culture through
compulsory education, which shapes citizens’ identities and loyalties.
Gellner’s analysis highlights how education is not just about knowledge
transfer but about cultivating a shared national identity essential for
political cohesion.

How Ernest Gellner’'s Theory Compares with Other
Nationalism Theories

To appreciate the uniqueness of Ernest Gellner nations and nationalism 1983,
it’s helpful to see how his ideas differ from or align with other prominent
theories.

Primordialism vs. Modernism

Primordialists argue that nations are ancient, natural, or even biological
entities. In contrast, Gellner’s modernist approach sees nations as
constructed, largely products of modern social and economic conditions. This
distinction has shaped much of the debate in nationalism studies.

Ethno-symbolism and Beyond

Later theories, such as ethno-symbolism, have sought to reconcile modernism
with the persistence of ethnic symbols and myths. While Gellner acknowledged
the importance of culture, he stressed the functional role of nationalism for
industrial society, focusing less on historical continuity and more on social
necessity.



Implications of Ernest Gellner Nations and
Nationalism 1983 Today

Even decades after its publication, Gellner’s work continues to resonate,
especially in a world where nationalism is experiencing a resurgence.

Nationalism in a Globalized World

In an era of globalization, Gellner’s insights into cultural homogenization
and state-building remain relevant. Nations still rely on standardized
education and shared culture to maintain cohesion, even as global
communication challenges traditional boundaries.

Understanding Ethnic Conflicts and State Formation

Many contemporary conflicts revolve around national identity and the tensions
between multi-ethnic populations and centralized states. Gellner’s framework
helps explain why some regions resist political integration or seek
independence, as the congruence between cultural and political units is often
incomplete.

The Role of Education and Media

Today’s digital media and education systems continue to shape national
identities, echoing Gellner'’s emphasis on cultural standardization.
Recognizing this dynamic can inform policies aimed at fostering social
integration or managing diversity.

Key Takeaways from Ernest Gellner Nations and
Nationalism 1983

For readers exploring nationalism for the first time or looking to deepen
their understanding, Gellner’s book offers several valuable lessons:

e Nationalism is modern: It emerges from the needs of industrial
societies, not ancient tribal affiliations.

e Culture matters: The creation and maintenance of a standardized national
culture are central to nation-building.

e The state’s role is crucial: Through education and political
institutions, the state fosters national cohesion.

e Nationalism is both unifying and divisive: While it can unify diverse
populations, it also highlights conflicts when cultural and political
boundaries don’t align.



Why Should You Read Ernest Gellner Nations and
Nationalism 19837

Whether you are a student of political science, history, sociology, or simply
curious about why nations exist and how nationalism shapes the world,
Gellner’s book is a foundational text. Its clear, rigorous argumentation
challenges readers to think critically about identity, culture, and power.

Moreover, understanding Gellner’s ideas can help make sense of current global
events—from independence movements to debates over immigration and
integration—where questions of nationhood and nationalism remain as urgent as
ever.

Exploring Ernest Gellner nations and nationalism 1983 is more than an
academic exercise; it’s a journey into the forces that have shaped human
societies and continue to influence the political dramas of our time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of Ernest Gellner's
'Nations and Nationalism' (1983)°?

Ernest Gellner argues that nationalism is a product of modern industrial
society, emerging from the need for a culturally homogeneous population to
sustain an industrial economy and centralized state.

How does Gellner define a 'mation' in his 1983 work?

Gellner defines a nation as a culturally homogeneous group whose members
share a common language and culture, which is essential for the functioning
of a modern industrial society.

What role does industrialization play in Gellner's
theory of nationalism?

According to Gellner, industrialization necessitates standardized education
and communication, which in turn creates a common culture and paves the way
for nationalism to emerge as people identify with their culturally unified
nation-state.

How does Gellner's view differ from primordialist
perspectives on nationalism?

Unlike primordialist views that see nations as ancient and natural
communities, Gellner argues that nations are modern constructs that arise
specifically due to socio-economic changes associated with industrialization.

Why is 'Nations and Nationalism' (1983) considered
influential in the study of nationalism?

'Nations and Nationalism' is influential because it provides a comprehensive



sociological theory linking nationalism to modernity and industrial society,
shaping subsequent academic discourse and debates on the origins and nature
of nations.

Additional Resources

Ernest Gellner Nations and Nationalism 1983: A Landmark Study in Nationalist
Theory

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983 marks a pivotal contribution to
the academic discourse on nationalism and the formation of nations. Published
in 1983, this seminal work by Ernest Gellner offers an incisive examination
of the socio-political constructs of nations and the ideological
underpinnings of nationalism. Gellner’s analysis remains influential decades
later, shaping scholarly debates and informing contemporary understandings of
nationalism in political science, sociology, and history.

Nations and nationalism, as explored by Gellner, are not natural or
primordial entities but rather products of modern socio-economic conditions.
This perspective challenged earlier romantic and essentialist views of
nationalism prevalent during the mid-20th century. Gellner’s argument
revolves around the transformative effects of industrialization,
modernization, and the rise of centralized states, which collectively
catalyzed the emergence of national identities.

In-depth Analysis of Ernest Gellner's Theories
in Nations and Nationalism 1983

Gellner'’s approach in Nations and Nationalism 1983 is grounded in a
structural-functional framework. He posits that nationalism arises primarily
as a social necessity in response to the demands of industrial society.
Industrial economies require a mobile, literate, and culturally homogeneous
workforce. This necessity drives the creation of standardized education
systems and a shared high culture, which in turn fosters national
consciousness.

One of the core components of Gellner’s thesis is the distinction between
pre-modern and modern societies. In pre-—-industrial societies, social
structures are relatively static, and cultures are localized and
heterogeneous. Nationalism, in this context, is largely absent because there
is no impetus for cultural homogenization. The transition to industrial
society, however, disrupts traditional social bonds and necessitates a
unifying culture that transcends local identities.

The Role of Industrialization in Nation Formation

Gellner argues that industrialization is the “engine” behind nationalism.
Unlike agrarian societies where local customs and dialects suffice,
industrial economies demand standardized communication and shared cultural
norms. This standardization is achieved through mass education and
centralized bureaucratic institutions, which propagate a common language,
history, and values.



e Education as a Nationalizing Tool: Gellner highlights the central role
of education systems in cultivating a national identity. Schools teach a
standardized curriculum that instills loyalty to the nation-state and
creates a cohesive cultural framework.

e State as a Nationalizing Agent: The modern state enforces cultural
homogeneity through policies that promote a national language and
suppress regional dialects or minority cultures.

e Economic Integration: The interdependence of industrial economies
necessitates cultural uniformity to facilitate communication and social
mobility.

This analysis positions nationalism not as an inherent emotional attachment
but as a functional necessity rooted in socio—-economic structures.

Comparisons with Other Nationalism Theories

Ernest Gellner’s Nations and Nationalism 1983 stands in contrast to several
competing theories that preceded or developed alongside it. Notably:

1. Primordialism: This view treats nations as ancient, natural communities
based on shared blood, language, or ethnicity. Gellner rejects this,
emphasizing the constructed and modern nature of national identities.

2. Ethnosymbolism: Scholars like Anthony D. Smith argue that nations draw
on pre-existing ethnic symbols and myths. While Gellner acknowledges
cultural continuity, he prioritizes the socio—-economic drivers over
cultural heritage.

3. Modernism: Gellner’s work is often classified within the modernist

school, which sees nationalism as a product of modernity,
industrialization, and political centralization.

This comparative framework underscores the innovative nature of Gellner’s
contribution and its lasting impact on nationalism studies.

Key Features and Concepts in Ernest Gellner's
Analysis

Several key concepts emerge from Ernest Gellner nations and nationalism 1983
that have become foundational in the field:

High Culture vs. Low Culture

Gellner distinguishes between ‘high culture’—the standardized, learned
culture promoted by the state—and ‘low culture’—the localized, folk



traditions of pre-industrial societies. Nationalism, according to Gellner,
involves the imposition of high culture to create a unified national
identity.

Cultural Homogeneity and Social Mobility

The demand for a culturally homogeneous population stems from industrial
society’s need for a mobile workforce capable of operating across regions.
Nationalism facilitates this by eradicating parochial identities and
promoting a shared national identity.

Nationalism as a Political Principle

Gellner famously defines nationalism as a political principle that holds that
the political and national units should be congruent. This concept underpins
the drive for nation-states and explains the political struggles associated
with self-determination movements.

Critical Reception and Contemporary Relevance

Ernest Gellner nations and nationalism 1983 has attracted both acclaim and
criticism over the years. Scholars praise its rigorous socio-economic
analysis and its break from essentialist narratives. It provides a powerful
explanation for the rise of nationalism in Europe and beyond during the
industrial era.

However, critics argue that Gellner’s model is Eurocentric and overly
deterministic, sometimes downplaying the role of cultural memory, ethnicity,
and political agency in nationalist movements. Additionally, the post-
industrial and globalized world presents challenges to some of Gellner’s
assumptions, such as the primacy of state-led cultural homogenization.

Despite these critiques, Gellner’s work remains a cornerstone in nationalism
studies. Contemporary scholars continue to engage with and refine his ideas,

especially in contexts involving state formation, ethnic conflicts, and
globalization’s impact on national identities.

Ernest Gellner Nations and Nationalism 1983 in Modern
Scholarship

The enduring influence of Gellner’s work is evident in its frequent citation
and incorporation into multidisciplinary research. Political scientists,
sociologists, and historians draw upon his theories to analyze:

e The persistence of nationalist movements in post-colonial states.

e The challenges of multiculturalism in modern nation-states.

e The resurgence of nationalism in the 21st century amid globalization and



technological change.

In a world where questions of identity, sovereignty, and belonging are
increasingly salient, Gellner’s analytical framework offers valuable insights
into the conditions under which nations emerge and thrive.

Ernest Gellner nations and nationalism 1983 stands as a profound exploration
of the nexus between culture, economy, and politics. Its detailed examination
of how industrialization shapes national consciousness continues to inform
debates on nationalism’s causes and consequences, underscoring the complexity
of nation-building in a rapidly changing world.

Ernest Gellner Nations And Nationalism 1983
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ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nations and Nationalism Ernest Gellner,
2006 This updated edition of Ernest Gellner?s classic exploration of the roots of nationalism includes
an extended introduction from John Breuilly, tracing the way the field has changed over the past two
decades. As pertinent today as it was when it was first published in 1983. Argues that nationalism is
a product of industrialization. The new edition includes references to important work on nationalism
published since 1983. Second Edition not available in the USA.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nations and Nationalism Ernest Gellner,
2008 Originally published as hbk.: Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., A2006.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nations and Nationalism Ernest Gellner,
1983 This thoughtful and penetrating book, addressed to political scientists, sociologists, historians,
and anthropologists, interprets nationalism in terms of its social roots, which it locates in industrial
social organization. Professor Gellner asserts here that a society's affluence and economic growth
depend on innovation, occupational mobility, the effectiveness of the mass media, universal literacy,
and an all-embracing educational system based on a shared, standard idiom. These factors, taken
together, govern the relationship between culture and the state. Political units that do not conform
to the principle, one state, one culture feel the strain in the form of nationalistic activity.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Intellectuals and Apparatchiks ,

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nationalism and Globalization Leo
Suryadinata, 2000 Nationalism and globalization are two major contradicting forces in the world
today. The roles that these two forces play and the impact of globalization on countries differ. Both
Western and Asian nation-states have faced the challenge of globalization in recent decades, and the
challenge has become more intense since the 1990s. The decline of communism and socialism as
ideologies, and the decreasing importance of national boundaries for capital, companies and even
labour, have had profound implications for national identity. Thus, the impact of globalization on
nation-states is not identical. How have nation-states coped with globalization? Has it led to stronger
nationalism or national disintegration? What has happened to national identity? Is the concept of
nation still relevant in the era of globalization? To answer these questions, twelve countries -- six
from the West (France, UK, USA, Yugoslavia, Australia, and Russia) and six from Asia (Indonesia,
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Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, China, and India) have been selected for study. These countries
represent a wide range of national experiences from old states to new states, from mono-ethnic
nations to multi-ethnic ones, and from surviving nation-states to decaying ones. Apart from the
individual country studies, the last chapter summarizes and compares the findings of these country
studies, throwing light on the various types of nationalism, and the gains and losses of these
countries in the process of globalization.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nationalism and Internationalism in the
Post-Cold War Era Kjell Goldmann, Ulf Hannerz, Charles Westin, 2012-12-06 The tension between
nationalism and internationalism has been a major feature of world politics since the end of the Cold
War. Based on a Nobel symposium, this collection brings together an international selection of
acclaimed authors from a wide variety of academic disciplines. The book combines focused
case-studies and more theoretically based material to examine critically the post-Cold War political
landscape. Subjects covered include: * changing interpretation of the nation state and nationalism *
the growing prominence of transnational organisations * technological changes in information,
communication and transport * multiculturalism and citizenship *ethnicity and religious identity in
African, Indian, Bosnian and Polish nationalism * the growing global significance of Islam.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Protestant Nationalists in Ireland, 1900011923
Conor Morrissey, 2019-10-10 An innovative and original analysis of Protestant advanced nationalists,
from the early twentieth century to the end of the Irish Civil War.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983:,

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nicaragua: The Imagining of a Nation
Luciano Baracco, 2005 At the nexus of politics, sociology, development studies, nationalism studies
and Latin American studies, this work takes Nicaragua as a case study to engage and advance upon
on Benedict Anderson's ideas on the origins and spread of nationalism.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nations and Democracy Amanda Machin,
2014-11-13 A figure of enduring ingenuity, the nation has for centuries played a part on the
socio-political stage. Whether centre stage or background scenery, it has featured in violent
tragedies, revolutionary drama and nostalgic fable. Today, the nation is cast simultaneously in the
roles of villain and hero. While it is renounced by those advocating trans-national, post-national and
cosmopolitan forms of belonging, it has lately also been asserted as the solution to various social
failures in liberal democracies. This appears to leave us with two alternatives: to jettison the nation
in order to move towards a less parochial world, a world in which new forms of belonging underpin
more inclusive politics. Or to celebrate the nation as way of ensuring the social cement that can
unite a diverse society. Using the ideas of Wittgenstein and Lacan, Amanda Machin expertly explains
that the overlapping and conflicting language games of the nation produce it as an object of desire
in an uncertain world. The nation is not a pre-political thing but a matter of persistent political
contestation and coalition. She reveals that the nation still has a vital part to play in democratic
politics, but that this role is one of improvisation. While they endure as tools of emancipatory
promise, nations nonetheless remain potential categories of violent exclusion. They cannot be pinned
down as easily as anti-national and pro-national alternatives suggest. It is precisely the
indeterminacy of the nation that gives it ongoing importance for democracy today. Providing an
urgent riposte to dominant accounts, this thought provoking and highly original account demands a
re-politicisation of the nation. This book will appeal to those engaged in theory and empirical
research on nations and nationalism and the question of their link to democracy in a changing world,
as well as those interested in psychoanalysis and Wittgenstein.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Professional Historians in Public Berber
Bevernage, Lutz Raphael, 2023-07-24 The past decades public interest in history is booming. This
creates new opportunities but also challenges for professional historians. This book asks how
historians deal with changing public demands for history and how these affect their professional
practices, values and identities. The volume offers a great variety of detailed studies of cases where
historians have applied their expertise outside the academic sphere. With contributions focusing on



Latin America, Africa, Asia, the Pacific and Europe the book has a broad geographical scope.
Subdivided in five sections, the book starts with a critical look back on some historians who broke
with mainstream academic positions by combining their professional activities with an explicit
political partisanship or social engagement. The second section focusses on the challenges historians
are confronted with when entering the court room or more generally exposing their expertise to
legal frameworks. The third section focuses on the effects of policy driven demands as well as direct
political interventions and regulations on the historical profession. A fourth section looks at the
challenges and opportunities related to the rise of new digital media. Finally several authors offer
their view on normative standards that may help to better respond to new demands and to define
role models for publicly engaged historians. This book aims at historians and other academics
interested in public uses of history.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: A Nation Like All Nations Moshe Berent,
2015-04-21 Is there an Israeli nation? How is it related to the historical “Jewish People”? How is it
related to the Zionist movement? Under what conditions could non-Jews become equal members of
this nation? These and other questions stand at the center of the Moshe Berent’s “A Nation Like All
Nations: Towards the Establishment of an Israeli Republic”. The mission of the Zionist movement
was to work toward the normalization of Jewish existence: to become “a nation like all nations.”
Israel, contrary to that aspiration, is not a normal nation- state, since according to the formal
national ethos it belongs to the “Jewish people” and there is no recognized Israeli nation. Dr. Berent
asserts that the fusion of nationality and religion, together with the absence of a normal nation-state
are the source of Israel’s basic problems and are responsible for Israel’s powerlessness to solve
problems - i.e. the status of religion in public life; The relations between seculars and religious; the
status of non-Jews, especially Arabs; the absence of a constitution; the inability to agree about
borders, or to decide about peace and war. “A Nation Like All Nations: Towards the Establishment of
an Israeli Republic” makes the case that a separation between nationality and religion, the
recognition in the existence of an Israeli nation, and the establishment of Israel as a republic - as the
State of the Israeli nation is a pre-condition for finding the solution of all of these problems.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nationalism Lloyd Cox, 2020-11-19 This book
provides a concise, critical analysis of the key themes, theories, and controversies in nationalism
studies. It offers an historically informed and sophisticated overview of classical and contemporary
approaches to nationalism, as well as setting out an agenda for future research on nationalism and
the emotions. In so doing, the book illuminates nationalism’s contemporary power and resilience, as
manifested in the growth of far-right nationalist populism in Europe, the white ethno-nationalism of
Trump in the United States, the resurgence of great power nationalism and rivalry in Asia, and the
resilience of national secessionist movements in diverse parts of the planet. The widespread
nationalistic responses to the coronavirus pandemic provide further confirmation of the continuing
power of nationalism. All of these developments are discussed in the book, which will be an
invaluable resource for nationalism scholars and students in Sociology, Politics and History.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: The Longman Companion to European
Nationalism 1789-1920 Raymond Pearson, 2014-09-25 A highly topical analysis of European
Nationalism from the French Revolution through to the aftermath of the First World War, when the
nationalist issues and problems that dominate the political landscape of our own time were already
fully established. Covering an enormous range of peoples -- from the Icelanders to the Gypsies, from
Brittany to Wallachia -- the book presents a wealth of historical geopolitical information unavailable
elsewhere. Essential as a reference work, it also provides a unique opportunity to survey
systematically a crucial but fragmented subject in its full European context. For historians, political
scientists, departments of European studies, and general readers.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Battles and Borders Petra Broomans, Goffe
Theunis Jensma, Ester Jiresch, Janke Klok, Roald van Elswijk, 2015-12-31 Battles and Borders.
Perspectives on Cultural Transmission and Literature in Minor Language Areas is about literature on
the fringes of Europe. The authors all discuss the often unique ways in which literary history and



cultural transfer function in peripheral and central regions against the background of shifting
national borders in the last two centuries. Special attention is paid to minority and migrant groups in
Northwest Europe. The present volume aims to prompt a reconsideration of the concepts of
[Ominority' and [Jmigrant' cultures and literatures in the past and the present day. It also suggests a
new topic for further study: the importance of cultural transfer for migrant groups (whether or not
they form a diaspora) and their ability to create new words and to develop new identities.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism A.
Jeyaratnam Wilson, Alfred Jeyaratnam Wilson, 2000 Through a succession of key stages since Sri
Lanka (formerly Ceylon) became independent in 1948, its Tamil minority, historically concentrated
in the north and east but with an important segment in Colombo, became alienated from the
Sinhalese majority and, after peaceful opposition failed to secure its rights, resorted to an armed
struggle. The Tamil Tigers (LTTE) today appear to hold the key to their people’s future. While they
have suffered setbacks, including the loss of the Tamil capital, Jaffna, they remain a potent guerrilla
force, able to strike with impunity at both military and civilian targets. The Tigers’ grip on the Tamil
population seems secure, as does their overseas support and funding from Tamil exiles in Britain,
Canada, and Australia. This book offers a concise history of the Sri Lankan Tamil nation, its culture,
social make-up, and political evolution. In a final chapter, A. J. V. Chandrakanthan gives a first-hand
account of life and attitudes inside the embattled Tamil areas today. A. Jeyaratnam Wilson teaches in
the Department of Political Science at the University of New Brunswick. He is the author of The
Break-Up of Sri Lanka and S. J. V. Chelvanayakam and the Crisis of Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism. A.
J. V. Chandrakanthan teaches in the Department of Theology at Concordia University, Montreal.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: A Concise Companion to the Romantic
Age Jon Klancher, 2009-04-06 A Concise Companion to the Romantic Age provides newperspectives
on the relationships between literature and culture inBritain from 1780 to 1830 Provides original
essays from a variety of multi-disciplinaryscholars on the Romantic era Includes fresh insights into
such topics as religiouscontroversy and politics, empire and nationalism, and therelationship of
Romanticism to modernist aesthetics Ranges across the Romantic era's literary, visual,
andnon-fictional genres

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Nationalism and the Postcolonial ,
2021-08-16 Often thought of as a thing of the past, nationalism remains surprisingly resilient in the
postcolonial era, especially since the concepts of multiculturalism and cosmopolitanism have lost
authority in recent years. The contributions assembled in Nationalism and the Postcolonial examine
various forms, representations, and consequences of past and present nationalisms in languages,
popular culture, and literature in or associated with Australia, Canada, England, India, Jamaica,
Kenya, Nigeria, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and Tobago Bringing together perspectives from
linguistics, political science, cultural studies, and literary studies, the collection illustrates how
postcolonial nationalism functions as a unifying mechanism of anti-colonial nation-building as well as
a divisive force that can encourage discrimination and violence. Contributors: Natascha Bing, Prachi
Gupta, Ralf Haekel, Kathrin Hartl, Idreas Khandy, Theresa Krampe, Lukas Lammers, Arhea
Marshall, Hannah Pardey, Sina Schuhmaier, Hanna Teichler, Michael Westphal

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Reconsidering National Plays in Europe
Suze van der Poll, Rob van der Zalm, 2018-05-04 This volume frames the concept of a national play.
By analysing a number of European case studies, it addresses the following question: Which play
could be regarded as a country's national play, and how does it represent its national identity? The
chapters provide an in-depth look at plays in eight different countries: Germany (Die Rauber,
Friedrich Schiller), Switzerland (Wilhelm Tell, Friedrich Schiller), Hungary (Bank Ban, Jozsef
Katona), Sweden (Gustav Vasa, August Strindberg), Norway (Peer Gynt, Henrik Ibsen), the
Netherlands (The Good Hope, Herman Heijermans), France (Tartuffe, Moliere), and Ireland. This
collection is especially relevant at a time of socio-political flux, when national identity and the future
of the nation state is being reconsidered.

ernest gellner nations and nationalism 1983: Colonial and Postcolonial Literature Elleke



Boehmer, 2005-10-06 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature is the leading critical overview of and
historical introduction to colonial and postcolonial literary studies. Highly praised from the time of
its first publication for its lucidity, breadth, and insight, the book has itself played a crucial part in
founding and shaping this rapidly expanding field. The author, an internationally renowned
postcolonial critic, provides a broad contextualizing narrative about the evolution of colonial and
postcolonial writing in English. Illuminating close readings of texts by a wide variety of writers -
from Kipling and Conrad through to Kincaid, from Ngugi to Noonuccal and Naipaul - explicate key
theoretical terms such as 'subaltern’, 'colonial resistance’, 'writing back’, and 'hybridity'. This revised
edition includes new critiques of postcolonial women's writing, an expanded and fully annotated
bibliography, and a new chapter and conclusion on postcolonialism exploring keynote debates in the
field relating to sexuality, transnationalism, and local resistance.
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