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Can You Patent a Business Model? Understanding the Legal Landscape

can you patent a business model is a question many entrepreneurs, innovators,
and startups frequently ask. After all, a business model often represents the
core strategy that sets a company apart and drives its success. Protecting
such a competitive edge naturally becomes a priority. But the reality of
intellectual property law and how it applies to business models can be a bit
complex. Let’s explore what it means to patent a business model, what
protections exist, and practical considerations for safeguarding your unique
approach to business.

What Does It Mean to Patent a Business Model?

At its core, a business model describes how a company creates, delivers, and
captures value. It includes everything from the product or service offered,
target customers, revenue streams, cost structures, to operational processes.
Because this is often a conceptual framework rather than a tangible
invention, the question arises: is such an abstract idea patentable?

In intellectual property law, patents are typically granted for inventions
that are novel, non-obvious, and useful. This generally applies to physical
products, processes, or improvements on existing technology. Business models,
being strategic or organizational methods, often fall into a gray area.

Business Model Patents: A Legal Overview

Historically, some jurisdictions allowed patents on business methods under
the umbrella of “business method patents.” For example, in the United States,
a landmark ruling in State Street Bank & Trust Co. v. Signature Financial
Group in 1998 opened the door for business method patents, leading to a surge
in applications. This ruling stated that a new method of conducting business
could be patentable if it produced a “useful, concrete, and tangible result.”

However, subsequent court decisions, especially the Supreme Court’s Alice
Corp. v. CLS Bank International ruling in 2014, tightened the standards
considerably. The Alice decision emphasized that abstract ideas, including
fundamental economic practices and business methods, cannot be patented
unless they involve an inventive concept that transforms the idea into a
patent-eligible application.

As a result, patent offices have become more stringent, and many business
model patents have been rejected or invalidated. Today, patenting a business
model alone remains challenging without tying it to a specific technological



innovation or novel process.

Can You Patent a Business Model? The Practical
Realities

While the idea of patenting a standalone business model sounds appealing, the
practical reality is nuanced. Here are some essential points to consider:

1. Business Methods Must Involve a Technical Aspect

To qualify for a patent, a business method typically needs to be combined
with a technological implementation. For instance, a unique algorithm
executed on a computer or an innovative software system that enables a new
business method might be patentable. Simply describing a new way to sell
products or provide services without a technical innovation usually won’t
pass the patent office’s scrutiny.

2. Novelty and Non-Obviousness Are Key

Even if your business model is tied to technology, it must be novel-not
something already known or obvious in the field. This means thorough research
and a well-crafted patent application are necessary to demonstrate that your
approach is truly inventive.

3. Geographic Variations Matter

Patent laws vary worldwide. For example, the European Patent Office (EPO) is
generally stricter about excluding “business methods as such” from
patentability, whereas the U.S. system has historically been more permissive
but is tightening post-Alice. Understanding local laws or consulting with an
IP attorney familiar with the jurisdiction is critical.

4. Alternatives to Patenting a Business Model

Because patenting a pure business model is difficult, many companies rely on
other forms of intellectual property protection:

e Trade Secrets: Keeping the details of your business model confidential
can be a powerful way to maintain a competitive advantage. Famous
examples include Coca-Cola’s secret formula or Google’s search



algorithm.

e Trademarks: Protecting your brand name, logo, or slogans can help
establish your market identity.

e Copyrights: While they don’t protect ideas, copyrights can cover
original content such as software code, marketing materials, or training
manuals.

e Contracts and Agreements: Non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) and non-
compete clauses can help prevent employees or partners from sharing your
proprietary methods.

How to Approach Protecting Your Business Model
Strategically

Even if direct patent protection is off the table, there are strategic steps
you can take to safeguard your business model and enhance your competitive
edge.

Innovate Beyond the Concept

Focus on developing innovative technology or processes that support your
business model. For example, if your model relies on a unique data analytics
approach, consider patenting the underlying software or algorithm rather than
the business concept itself.

Document and Time-Stamp Your Ideas

Keeping detailed records of your developments, prototypes, and iterations can
be crucial if disputes arise about ownership or originality. Consider using
trusted third-party services for time-stamping.

Leverage Branding and Market Position

Sometimes, the best protection is being first to market and building strong
brand loyalty. A compelling customer experience, excellent service, or unique
partnerships can create barriers to entry that patents alone cannot
guarantee.



Consult with Intellectual Property Experts

Navigating IP law can be tricky, especially around business methods and
models. Working with patent attorneys or IP consultants can help clarify what
aspects of your innovation are protectable and how best to position your
filings.

Examples of Business Model Patents in Action

Though rare, some business models have been successfully patented, especially
when linked to technology.

e Amazon’s 1-Click Ordering Patent: One of the most famous examples,
Amazon patented its streamlined online ordering process. This patent
gave Amazon a significant advantage in e-commerce until it expired in
2017.

e Financial Software Patents: Some companies have patented unique methods
for managing financial transactions or risk assessment using proprietary
algorithms implemented on computers.

These cases highlight that the protectable elements often lie in the
technical implementation rather than the business idea alone.

Understanding Why Patents May Not Be the Best
Fit for Business Models

It’s important to recognize that patents come with costs and limitations.
Applying for and maintaining a patent can be expensive and time-consuming.
Moreover, patents are public documents, meaning once granted, your business
methods become publicly accessible, potentially allowing competitors to
design around your patent.

For many businesses, other avenues such as rapid innovation, strong customer
relationships, and operational excellence offer more sustainable advantages
than attempting to patent a business model.

Navigating the question of “can you patent a business model” ultimately
requires a clear understanding of patent law and a realistic assessment of
what aspects of your business are truly unique and protectable. While pure



business models may not be patentable on their own, combining them with
technological innovation and embracing other intellectual property strategies
can help you safeguard your competitive edge in a dynamic marketplace.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can you patent a business model?

In general, you cannot patent a business model itself because patents are
intended for inventions and processes that are novel, non-obvious, and
useful. However, if a business model is implemented through a specific, novel
technological process or software, it might be patentable.

What types of intellectual property protect business
models?

Business models can be protected using copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets,
and sometimes patents if they involve a unique technological innovation.
Trade secrets are commonly used to protect proprietary business methods.

Are business method patents still valid?

Yes, business method patents are still valid in some jurisdictions, including
the United States, but they must meet strict criteria such as being tied to a
specific technological implementation and demonstrating novelty and non-
obviousness.

How do business method patents differ from
traditional patents?

Business method patents specifically cover new methods of doing business,
often involving software or technology, whereas traditional patents typically
cover physical inventions or processes in fields like engineering or
pharmaceuticals.

Why are business model patents controversial?

Business model patents are controversial because they can be overly broad,
potentially stifling innovation and competition by granting exclusive rights
to abstract ideas or common practices rather than concrete inventions.

Can software-based business models be patented?

Software-based business models can sometimes be patented if the software
implements a novel and non-obvious technical solution. However, merely
automating a known business practice is usually not patentable.



What is the process to patent a business method?

To patent a business method, you must prepare a detailed patent application
demonstrating the method’s novelty, usefulness, and non-obviousness, often
including how it is implemented technically, then submit it to the patent
office for examination.

Are there any famous examples of patented business
models?

Yes, for example, Amazon was granted a patent for its '1-Click' online
purchasing method, which was a novel business method tied to a technical
implementation, illustrating how business models can sometimes be patented.

Should startups try to patent their business models?

Startups should carefully evaluate whether their business model includes a
patentable technological innovation. While patenting can offer competitive
advantages, it can be costly and challenging, so legal advice is recommended.

Additional Resources

**Can You Patent a Business Model? Exploring Legal Boundaries and Practical
Realities**

can you patent a business model is a question that has intrigued
entrepreneurs, innovators, and legal professionals alike. In an era where
innovation extends beyond products and technology to the very methods of
conducting business, understanding the patentability of business models is
crucial. This article delves into the complexities surrounding this issue,
examining legal frameworks, landmark cases, and practical considerations that
shape whether and how a business model can receive patent protection.

Understanding Business Models and Intellectual
Property

A business model fundamentally describes how a company creates, delivers, and
captures value. It encompasses strategies related to revenue streams,
customer engagement, supply chain logistics, and operational processes.
Unlike inventions or tangible products, business models are abstract
ideas—raising the critical question: can such abstract concepts qualify for
patent protection?

Intellectual property rights, especially patents, traditionally protect
inventions that are novel, non-obvious, and useful. Patents grant inventors
exclusive rights to prevent others from making, using, or selling the



patented invention for a limited period, typically 20 years. However, the
abstract nature of business models often conflicts with the patent system’s
focus on concrete inventions, creating a gray area in legal practice.

Legal Landscape of Patenting Business Models

The U.S. Perspective on Business Model Patents

In the United States, the patentability of business models has evolved
significantly, influenced by court rulings and USPTO (United States Patent
and Trademark Office) guidelines. Historically, business methods were not
considered patentable subject matter. However, a landmark 1998 case, *State
Street Bank & Trust Co. v. Signature Financial Group, Inc.*, marked a shift
by affirming that a method producing a “useful, concrete, and tangible
result” could be patented, thus opening the door for business method patents.

This decision led to a surge in patent applications for business methods,
especially in finance and e-commerce. Nonetheless, subsequent rulings,
particularly the 2014 Supreme Court decision in *Alice Corp. v. CLS Bank
International*, tightened restrictions. The *Alice* decision emphasized that
abstract ideas implemented on a computer are not patentable unless they
contain an “inventive concept” that transforms the idea into a patent-
eligible application.

As a result, the USPTO now applies a two-step test derived from *Alice* to
evaluate business model patent applications:

1. Determine whether the claim is directed to an abstract idea, such as a
fundamental economic practice.

2. Assess whether the claim adds something significantly more than the
abstract idea, such as a novel technological improvement.

Under this framework, many pure business methods without technical innovation
fail to qualify for patents.

International Variations

Patent laws outside the U.S. vary widely regarding business models. In
Europe, the European Patent Convention explicitly excludes “schemes, rules
and methods for performing mental acts, playing games or doing business” from
patentability. Nonetheless, if a business model involves a technical solution



to a technical problem, it may be patentable under European law.

Similarly, countries like Japan and Australia adopt nuanced approaches, often
requiring a demonstrable technical character or improvement. The global
inconsistency means that patenting a business model depends heavily on
jurisdiction and the specific nature of the innovation.

What Constitutes a Patentable Business Model?

Given the legal constraints, entrepreneurs often wonder what aspects of their
business models can be patented. The key lies in distinguishing abstract
ideas from patent-eligible inventions.

Integration with Technology

Business models that incorporate novel technological components or systems
have a higher chance of patentability. For example, an innovative algorithm
that optimizes supply chain management or a unique software-driven platform
for peer-to-peer lending could be considered patentable if it meets the
criteria of novelty and non-obviousness.

Specific Process Improvements

Rather than patenting a broad concept, securing patents for specific,
innovative processes within a business model can be feasible. This might
include a unique method of transaction processing, data encryption in e-
commerce, or a proprietary method of customer verification that enhances
security.

Examples of Patented Business Models

Several well-known companies have successfully patented elements of their
business models, particularly those tied to technology. Amazon’s “1-Click”
purchasing method is a classic example, patented in the late 1990s, which
allowed users to buy products with a single click by storing payment and
shipping information. This patent was highly controversial but demonstrated
how a business method closely tied to software innovation could receive
protection.

Similarly, Priceline.com patented its “Name Your Own Price” model, a novel
approach to dynamic pricing and customer-driven bidding, highlighting that
certain innovative business methods can be patented if they demonstrate
technical implementation.



Pros and Cons of Patenting Business Models

Advantages

e Competitive Edge: Patent protection can provide a strategic advantage by
preventing competitors from copying innovative business strategies.

e Monetization Opportunities: Patents can be licensed or sold, creating
additional revenue streams for businesses.

e Investment Attraction: Holding patents may attract investors by
demonstrating a commitment to innovation and protecting intellectual
property.

Disadvantages

e High Costs and Complexity: Patent application processes are expensive
and time-consuming, often requiring specialized legal expertise.

* Uncertainty of Protection: Given evolving legal standards, patents on
business models can be vulnerable to invalidation, especially if
challenged in court.

e Disclosure Requirements: Patents require full public disclosure of the
invention, which may reveal critical business insights to competitors.

Alternatives to Patenting Business Models

Because of the challenges and limitations associated with patenting business
models, many companies opt for alternative intellectual property protections
or strategic approaches.

Trade Secrets

Protecting a business model as a trade secret can be effective if the model
relies on confidential processes or information not easily reverse-
engineered. Unlike patents, trade secrets do not require public disclosure



and can potentially last indefinitely, provided secrecy is maintained.

Copyright and Trademark

While copyright does not protect ideas or methods, it can safeguard software
code or documentation related to a business model. Trademarks protect brand
identifiers rather than methods, but they contribute to overall business
protection.

First-Mover Advantage and Continuous Innovation

Some companies rely on rapid innovation cycles and market leadership rather
than legal protections to maintain their competitive positions, continuously
evolving their business models to stay ahead.

Final Thoughts on Can You Patent a Business
Model

The question of "can you patent a business model" does not have a
straightforward answer. It largely depends on how the business model is
framed, its integration with technology, and the legal environment in which
one seeks protection. While pure abstract business methods are generally not
patentable, innovative technological implementations of business strategies
may qualify.

For entrepreneurs and innovators, the key lies in carefully evaluating
whether their business model involves patent-eligible subject matter and
understanding the implications of patent protection versus alternative
safeguards. Navigating this complex terrain often requires collaboration with
intellectual property experts to tailor a protection strategy aligned with
business goals and legal realities.

Ultimately, the evolving nature of commerce and technology means that the
boundaries of patentable business models continue to shift—making ongoing
awareness and adaptability essential for those seeking to protect their
innovative business concepts.

Can You Patent A Business Model
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can you patent a business model: Business Models For Dummies Jim Muehlhausen,
2013-05-20 Write a business model? Easy. Business Models For Dummies helps you write a solid
business model to further define your company's goals and increase attractiveness to customers.
Inside, you'll discover how to: make a value proposition; define a market segment; locate your
company's position in the value chain; create a revenue generation statement; identify competitors,
complementors, and other network effects; develop a competitive strategy; and much more. Shows
you how to define the purpose of a business and its profitability to customers Serves as a thorough
guide to business modeling techniques Helps to ensure that your business has the very best business
model possible If you need to update a business model due to changes in the market or maturation
of your company,Business Models For Dummies has you covered.

can you patent a business model: Open Business Models Henry Chesbrough, 2006-12-06 In
his landmark book Open Innovation, Henry Chesbrough demonstrated that because useful
knowledge is no longer concentrated in a few large organizations, business leaders must adopt a
new, “open” model of innovation. Using this model, companies look outside their boundaries for
ideas and intellectual property (IP) they can bring in, as well as license their unutilized home-grown
IP to other organizations. In Open Business Models, Chesbrough takes readers to the next
step—explaining how to make money in an open innovation landscape. He provides a diagnostic
instrument enabling you to assess your company’s current business model, and explains how to
overcome common barriers to creating a more open model. He also offers compelling examples of
companies that have developed such models—including Procter & Gamble, IBM, and Air Products. In
addition, Chesbrough introduces a new set of players—“innovation intermediaries”—who facilitate
companies’ access to external technologies. He explores the impact of stronger IP protection on
intermediate markets for innovation, and profiles firms (such as Intellectual Ventures and
Qualcomm) that center their business model on innovation and IP. This vital resource provides a
much-needed road map to connect innovation with IP management, so companies can create and
capture value from ideas and technologies—wherever in the world they are found.

can you patent a business model: Electronic Business: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and
Applications Lee, In, 2008-12-31 Enhances libraries worldwide through top research compilations
from over 250 international authors in the field of e-business.

can you patent a business model: Business Method Patents Gregory A. Stobbs, 2011-10-25
In a landmark decision, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals in Signature Financial v. State Street
Bank held that business methods may be patented. Recently, the US Supreme Court in Bilski v.
Kappos left the door open for the availability of patents for business methods. These holdings,
together with the explosive growth of electronic commerce and technology, make the business
method patent an important growth area of intellectual property. Now in a revised Looseleaf format,
this completely updated Second Edition of Business Method Patents is your guide to the unique
opportunities and risks in this emerging area of intellectual property law. Business Method Patents,
Second Edition is your authoritative source for expert guidance on: The landmark Supreme Court
decision in Bilski v. Kappos USPTO view on business method patents, including an overview of BPAI
rulings Mechanics of the patent application Prior art searches Drafting claims for business method
or model and e-commerce inventions Drafting the complete specification Drawings required for
business method patents Building a strategic patent portfolio Litigating business method patents
International protection for business methods

can you patent a business model: Million Dollar Business Models: Proven Systems to
Multiply Revenue & Build Wealth Julian Mateo Reyes, 2025-09-05 Many businesses are built on a
weak foundation. Hard work is not enough if your business model is flawed. This common problem
leads to slow growth, low profits, and owner burnout. Your company's structure determines its
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success. Million Dollar Business Models provides a clear guide to building a truly profitable
company. This book shows you the proven systems that successful entrepreneurs use to generate
high revenue. It focuses on the core design of your business, not just simple marketing tactics. In
this book, you will learn how to: Analyze your current business model to find its hidden weaknesses.
Discover different proven models used by top-performing companies. Structure your pricing for
maximum profit and customer value. Build systems that allow your company to grow efficiently.
Choose the right framework to multiply revenue and build lasting wealth. This book is for
entrepreneurs, startup founders, and small business owners. It is for anyone who wants to move
beyond just working in their business to working on it. You can create a company that generates
wealth. Stop trading your time for money. Build a business designed for profit. Click the BUY NOW
button at the top of this page to get your guide today.

can you patent a business model: Emergent Strategies for E-Business Processes,
Services and Implications: Advancing Corporate Frameworks Lee, In, 2008-12-31 This book
presents a collection of research associated with the emerging e-business technologies and
applications, attempting to stimulate the advancement of various e-business frameworks and
applications, and to provide future research directions--Provided by publisher.

can you patent a business model: Intellectual Property Valuation and Innovation Ruth Taplin,
2013-10-15 With the recent global economic crisis, attitudes and practices in relation to intellectual
property valuation are changing as exemplified by the dichotomy explained in this book, which
makes it unique. While there has been a move towards global harmonisation in terms of valuation of
both tangible and intangible assets that are based on innovation, there is also a tendency against
global harmonisation because of cultural attitudes and practices of different countries. This can be
seen most acutely in relation to intellectual property valuation in Asia, especially East Asia, which
often differs from the West’s perception of valuation. The book is written by experts in intellectual
property, valuation and innovation who are mainly practitioners covering innovators, marketers,
accountants, social innovators and business and management academics. The breadth and
practitioner background of most of the contributors make the material relevant to those involved in
valuation, economics, business, management, accounting and finance, law and maritime insurance.
This book takes an interdisciplinary approach that cross-cuts all the above-mentioned disciplines and
takes the understanding of intellectual property valuation to a new level.

can you patent a business model: Proceedings of the 2025 6th International Conference
on Management Science and Engineering Management (ICMSEM 2025) Sameer Kumar,
Xiongfeng Pan, Norhayati Zakuan, Kosga Yagapparaj, 2025-09-15 This is an open access book.
Management science and engineering management is a multidisciplinary field, focusing on the
application of mathematical models, statistical analysis, information technology and system
engineering principles to solve complex management problems and improve the quality, efficiency
and effectiveness of organizational decision-making. It aims to optimize the allocation of enterprise
resources, enhance operational efficiency, promote technological innovation and improve strategic
planning through scientific analysis and application of engineering technology. This field involves a
wide range of research topics, including but not limited to operations management, supply chain
management, project management, quality management, risk management, information system
management, technological innovation and R & D management. Therefore, for scholars, researchers
and industry practitioners involved in this field, it is of great significance to explore the latest
progress, challenges and future trends of management science and engineering management to
promote the development of disciplines and solve practical problems.

can you patent a business model: Creative Construction Gary P. Pisano, 2019-01-15 This
myth-busting book shows large companies can construct a strategy, system, and culture of
innovation that creates sustained growth. Every company wants to grow, and the most proven way is
through innovation. The conventional wisdom is that only disruptive, nimble startups can innovate;
once a business gets bigger and more complex corporate arteriosclerosis sets in. Gary Pisano's
remarkable research conducted over three decades, and his extraordinary on-the ground experience



with big companies and fast-growing ones that have moved beyond the start-up stage, provides new
thinking about how the scale of bigger companies can be leveraged for advantage in innovation. He
begins with the simply reality that bigger companies are, well, different. Demanding that they be
like Uber is no more realistic than commanding your dog to speak French. Bigger companies are
complex. They need to sustain revenue streams from existing businesses, and deal with Wall Street's
demands. These organizations require a different set of management practices and approaches -- a
discipline focused on the strategies, systems and culture for taking their companies to the next level.
Big can be beautiful, but it requires creative construction by leaders to avoid the creative
destruction that is all-too-often the fate of too many.

can you patent a business model: Enabling technologies and business models for energy
communities Alessandro Burgio, Zbigniew M. Leonowicz, Michal Jasinski, 2024-01-19

can you patent a business model: Using Inventions in the Public Domain World Intellectual
Property Organization, 2020-06-22 This guide is designed to help researchers, inventors and
entrepreneurs gain access to and use technology and business information and knowledge in the
public domain, for the development of new innovative products and services in their own country.
The focus of the guide is on information and technology disclosed in patent documents. Designed for
self-study, the guide provides easy-to follow training modules that include teaching examples and
other useful practical tools and resources.

can you patent a business model: Intellectual Property Strategies for the 21st Century
Corporation Lanning G. Bryer, Scott J. Lebson, Matthew D. Asbell, 2011-03-29 A practical approach
to the modern management of intellectual property The world has changed significantly in the past
decade, resulting in new behavior and practice related to the ownership and management of
intellectual property. This book helps executives, attorneys, accountants, managers, owners, and
others understand the legal, technological, economic, and cultural changes that have affected IP
ownership and management. It provides case studies, practical examples and advice from seasoned
and enduring professionals who have adopted new and streamlined methods and practices whether
as in-house or outside counsel, or service providers. Provides a practical yet global approach to
corporate [P management Serves as a resource for in-house and outside counsel, executives,
managers, accountants, consultants and others at mid-size and large corporations Helps
professionals navigate the numerous new challenges that have changed the ways in which
intellectual property is obtained and managed Details the latest trends in valuation, exploitation, and
protection of intellectual property Extensive coverage of the legal, financial, accounting and general
business aspects of intellectual property The combined expertise of lawyers, accountants,
economists and other business professionals Timely and relevant in view of the global economic
recession amidst rampant technological development, this book offers new solutions, practices,
policies and strategies as a result of changes in economies and markets, laws, globalization,
environment, and public perception.

can you patent a business model: Patenting the New Business Model , 2000

can you patent a business model: Patterns of Entrepreneurship Management Jack M. Kaplan,
Anthony C. Warren, 2009-08-24 This third edition prepares entrepreneurs for the rewards and
pitfalls of this career choice. It explores a new theme on how to effectively manage a start-up
company. Focus on Real Entrepreneurs sections highlight how entrepreneurs position their
companies to meet the various marketing, financial, and technological challenges. Management
Track sections present key management issues while following the development of a real company.
Entrepreneurs will also find real situations and examples on which they can practice the broad
range of skills required to start and build a company in today's complex world.

can you patent a business model: Start Your Own Business 2012 Ian Whiteling,
2011-10-21 Brought to you by the UK's leading small business websitelf you're looking for a
practical guide to help you start a business, this is the book for you. Covering each stage of starting
up - from evaluating your business idea to marketing your product or service - this annually updated
handbook includes the latest information on support and legal regulations for small businesses, plus




advice on taking advantage of today's economic conditions. Whether you're looking to start up a
cleaning business, set up as a freelancer, go into property development or start an eBay venture,
you'll uncover the expert advice you need to succeed.Inside you'll find practical pointers and
first-hand business insight from successful start-ups and top entrepreneurs.Find our how to:Turn an
idea into a viable businessWrite an effective business planRaise finance for your start-upDeal with
regulations and lawsPrice products or services competitivelyFind and retain customersMarket your
business on a budgetHire the best employees

can you patent a business model: Business Model Innovation Allan Afuah, 2014-03-26 Rooted
in strategic management research, Business Model Innovation explores the concepts, tools, and
techniques that enable organizations to gain and/or maintain a competitive advantage in the face of
technological innovation, globalization, and an increasingly knowledge-intensive economy. The book
investigates how organizations can use innovations in business models to take advantage of
entrepreneurial opportunities from: ¢ Crowdsourcing and open innovation ¢ Long Tails ¢ Social
media ¢ Disruptive technologies ¢ Less-is-more innovations * Network effects ¢ Scarcity of
complementary capabilities The book also looks at the ways firms can use innovations in business
models to exploit or defend against threats. With twelve supplementary cases to help readers apply
the concepts and techniques, this book is a must-have for anyone looking to understand the
fundamentals of business model innovation.

can you patent a business model: Handbook of Business Model Innovation Christian
Muller-Roterberg, 2021

can you patent a business model: Business Model Design Compass JinHyo Joseph Yun,
2017-05-10 This book reveals how open innovation utilizes the developing circle of business models
to establish new ones that define a unique link between technology and markets, focusing on how to
develop and maintain successful business models. It draws readers into the philosophy and economic
effects of open innovation from the outset.It presents four different developing circle business
models for customers in the role of consumers, entrepreneurs, social entrepreneurs and engineers
respectively, enabling each group to develop, utilize and enlarge creative business models, and even
switch business models.In addition to these four circles, it takes a systemic approach to describe the
relationship between technology and markets. From this relationship an open innovation strategy
towards entrepreneurship can be adopted. From Open Innovation to a Creative Developing-Circle
Business Model is an essential resource for start-up entrepreneurs, as well as for students of
technology management, strategy and open innovation.

can you patent a business model: Market-Oriented Grid and Utility Computing Rajkumar
Buyya, Kris Bubendorfer, 2009-11-11 The first single-source reference covering the state of the art
in grid and utility computing economy research This book presents the first integrated, single-source
reference on market-oriented grid and utility computing. Divided into four main parts—and with
contributions from a panel of experts in the field—it systematically and carefully explores:
Foundations—presents the fundamental concepts of market-oriented computing and the issues and
challenges in allocating resources in a decentralized computing environment. Business
models—covers business models for service providers and brokers supporting different types of
distributed applications, as well as business rules-based models for managing virtual organizations
and accounting operations and services in grid computing environments. Policies and
agreements—introduces policies, agreements, and specifications for the negotiation and
establishment of contracts between providers and consumers. It also covers different approaches for
resource allocation based on service-level agreements (SLAs) and management of risks associated
with SLA violations. Resource allocation and scheduling mechanisms—covers economic models, such
as commodity models, reciprocation, auctions, and game theory, and middleware technologies, such
as Nimrod/G and Gridbus, for market-oriented grid computing and utility-oriented resource
allocation. This book expertly captures the state of the art in the field while also identifying potential
research directions and technologies that will facilitate the creation of global commercial grid and
utility computing systems. It is an indispensable reference for systems architects, practitioners,



developers, new researchers, and graduate students.

can you patent a business model: Managing Your Intellectual Property Assets Scott
Shane, 2008-11-01 This book outlines and illustrates strategies that you must employ to protect your
intellectual property. There are legal means available to you, and this book defines these means and
explains them in plain language. If you want to protect your innovative product and service from
your competition this book shows you how. It also provides you with the steps and actions needed to
generate competitive advantage and profit for your company.
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