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Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf: A Deep Dive into a Modernist Masterpiece

mrs dalloway by virginia woolf stands as one of the most celebrated novels of the 20th
century, a work that revolutionized narrative form and offered profound insights into human
consciousness. Published in 1925, this novel encapsulates the essence of modernist
literature, blending stream of consciousness with intricate character study. It’s not just a
story about a day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway; it’s an exploration of time, memory, social
pressures, and identity in post-World War I London.

If you’ve ever wondered why Mrs Dalloway remains a staple in literature courses and is
frequently analyzed in critical essays, this article will guide you through its themes,
characters, style, and lasting impact.

The Narrative Structure and Style of Mrs
Dalloway by Virginia Woolf

One of the most distinctive features of Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf is its narrative style.
Woolf employs a stream of consciousness technique to delve into the inner thoughts and
emotions of her characters. Unlike traditional novels with clear-cut plots and omniscient
narrators, Mrs Dalloway weaves together the subjective experiences of different characters
over the course of a single day.

Stream of Consciousness and Its Impact

The novel’s fluid narrative allows readers intimate access to Clarissa Dalloway’s mind as
she prepares for a party, while simultaneously revealing the thoughts of other characters
like Septimus Warren Smith, a shell-shocked war veteran. This technique emphasizes how
past memories and present events intermingle within the mind, blurring the boundaries of
time. The use of free indirect discourse also creates a seamless flow between narration and
character consciousness.

This innovative style not only challenges readers to actively engage with the text but also
mirrors the complexities of human thought and perception. It’s a hallmark of modernist
literature and has influenced countless authors since.

Central Themes in Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf

Virginia Woolf’s novel doesn’t just tell a story; it opens a window into the deeper
philosophical and social concerns of its time. Several themes emerge prominently
throughout the narrative.



The Passage of Time and Memory

Time is both a structural and thematic element in Mrs Dalloway. The novel unfolds during a
single day, yet within this compressed timeframe, characters experience a vast range of
memories and reflections. Clarissa’s thoughts often drift back to her youth, to moments of
joy and regret, contrasting with the present reality of aging and societal expectations.

Memory in the novel acts like a thread stitching past and present together. Woolf illustrates
how memories are elusive, fragmented, and subjective — shaping identity but also
highlighting its fluidity.

Social Class and Post-War Society

Set in the aftermath of World War I, Mrs Dalloway reflects the tensions and transformations
within British society. Clarissa Dalloway’s upper-class world is portrayed with both elegance
and critique, revealing the superficiality and constraints of social conventions.

Meanwhile, Septimus Warren Smith embodies the psychological scars of war and the
societal failure to address mental health. His tragic storyline contrasts with Clarissa’s
privileged existence, exposing class disparities and the cost of silence surrounding trauma.

Gender and Identity

Clarissa’s character is a profound study of womanhood, identity, and societal roles. The
novel probes her internal conflict between her public persona as a hostess and her private
desires and memories. Woolf subtly critiques the limited roles available to women at the
time and explores themes of sexuality and individuality.

Key Characters and Their Symbolism

Understanding the characters in Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf is crucial to grasping the
novel’s deeper meanings.

Clarissa Dalloway: The Protagonist

Clarissa is often seen as a symbol of the upper-middle-class woman negotiating the
demands of society and personal freedom. Her preparations for the party serve as a
metaphor for the performance of social roles. Yet beneath this surface lies a complex
individual questioning the value of her choices and existence.



Septimus Warren Smith: The War Veteran

Septimus represents the psychological aftermath of war, embodying shell shock (now
known as PTSD). His tragic fate highlights the lack of understanding and compassion in
society for those suffering from mental illness. In many ways, Septimus’s story parallels
Clarissa’s, connecting themes of life, death, and sanity.

Peter Walsh and Sally Seton

These characters provide insight into Clarissa’s past and the social dynamics of love and
friendship. Peter Walsh’s unrequited love and Sally Seton’s rebellious spirit contrast with
Clarissa’s conformist life, adding layers to the exploration of identity and societal
expectations.

Why Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf Still Matters
Today

Nearly a century after its publication, Mrs Dalloway continues to resonate with readers and
scholars alike. Its exploration of mental health, social class, gender roles, and the passage
of time remains relevant in contemporary conversations.

The Novel’s Influence on Literature and Culture

Mrs Dalloway has inspired not only literary analysis but also adaptations in film, theater,
and even music. Its innovative narrative style paved the way for experimental storytelling,
encouraging writers to explore the depths of human consciousness.

Lessons for Modern Readers

Reading Mrs Dalloway is a reminder of the complexity of daily life and the unseen struggles
individuals face. Woolf’s nuanced portrayal encourages empathy and reflection on how
societal structures impact personal identity.

For students and book lovers, engaging with this novel offers an opportunity to appreciate
modernist literature’s beauty and challenge preconceived notions about narrative form and
character development.

Tips for Reading Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf



If you’re approaching Mrs Dalloway for the first time, here are some suggestions to enhance
your reading experience:

Take Your Time: Woolf’s prose is rich and layered; reading slowly helps absorb the
subtleties.

Note the Shifts in Perspective: Pay attention to how the narrative moves between
characters’ thoughts.

Contextualize the Historical Background: Understanding post-WWI Britain
deepens appreciation for the social commentary.

Reflect on the Themes: Consider how themes like time, memory, and identity relate
to your own experiences.

Discuss with Others: Engaging in conversations or book clubs can uncover diverse
interpretations.

Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf is more than just a novel; it’s a profound meditation on life’s
fleeting moments, the interplay of memory and reality, and the complexities that lie
beneath everyday appearances. Its enduring power lies in Woolf’s ability to capture the
human spirit’s fragility and resilience in the face of societal pressures and personal turmoil.
Whether you’re a literature enthusiast or a casual reader, diving into Mrs Dalloway offers a
rewarding journey through the labyrinth of the mind and the heart of modernist fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Mrs Dalloway' by Virginia
Woolf?
The central theme of 'Mrs Dalloway' is the exploration of time, memory, and consciousness,
focusing on a single day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway as she reflects on her past and
present.

How does Virginia Woolf use stream of consciousness in
'Mrs Dalloway'?
Virginia Woolf employs stream of consciousness to delve deeply into the characters' inner
thoughts and feelings, creating a fluid narrative that shifts seamlessly between different
perspectives and moments in time.

What role does the character Septimus Warren Smith



play in the novel?
Septimus Warren Smith serves as a parallel to Clarissa Dalloway, representing the trauma
of World War I and the struggles with mental illness, highlighting themes of death and
societal neglect.

How does 'Mrs Dalloway' address the impact of World
War I?
The novel addresses the impact of World War I through characters like Septimus, whose
shell shock symbolizes the lingering psychological scars of the war on individuals and
society.

What is the significance of the party in 'Mrs Dalloway'?
The party Clarissa plans symbolizes social connections, the passage of time, and the
contrast between external appearances and internal realities.

How does Woolf portray gender and social class in 'Mrs
Dalloway'?
Woolf critiques the rigid social structures of post-war England, exploring how gender roles
and class distinctions shape the characters' identities and interactions.

Why is 'Mrs Dalloway' considered a modernist novel?
'Mrs Dalloway' is considered modernist due to its experimental narrative style, focus on
subjective experience, fragmented structure, and exploration of psychological depth.

What influence has 'Mrs Dalloway' had on literature and
culture?
'Mrs Dalloway' has influenced literature by pioneering stream of consciousness technique
and remains a critical work for discussions on mental health, feminism, and modernist
aesthetics.

Additional Resources
Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf: An In-Depth Exploration of Modernist Mastery

mrs dalloway by virginia woolf stands as a seminal work in twentieth-century literature,
emblematic of modernist narrative techniques and psychological depth. Published in 1925,
the novel captures a single day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway, a high-society woman in
post-World War I London. Woolf’s exploration of time, memory, and identity through the
stream-of-consciousness style has rendered this novel a critical subject of literary studies
and a touchstone for understanding modernist fiction.



Contextualizing Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf

Virginia Woolf, a central figure of the Bloomsbury Group, was an innovative writer who
challenged conventional storytelling. Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf is not merely a plot-
driven narrative but a profound investigation into the inner lives of multiple characters. The
novel reflects the socio-political atmosphere of the 1920s, a period marked by the
aftermath of World War I, shifting gender roles, and the questioning of established social
norms.

The narrative unfolds over a single day in June, emphasizing the fluidity of time and
consciousness. This compressed temporal setting allows Woolf to delve deeply into the
characters' memories and thoughts, blurring the lines between past and present. By doing
so, Woolf highlights how individual experiences and collective history intersect.

Stylistic Innovations and Narrative Techniques

One of the defining features of Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf is the use of stream-of-
consciousness narration. This technique immerses readers directly into the characters’
minds, offering a fragmented yet intimate portrayal of their psychological states. Unlike
traditional third-person omniscient narration, Woolf’s style is more impressionistic and
subjective, capturing fleeting thoughts and sensory impressions.

Stream-of-Consciousness and Subjectivity

The novel frequently switches perspectives among Clarissa Dalloway, Septimus Warren
Smith (a war veteran suffering from shell shock), and other supporting characters. This
multiplicity of viewpoints fosters a polyphonic narrative that reflects the complexity of
human experience. Through this, Woolf addresses themes of mental illness, societal
expectations, and existential despair.

Temporal Fluidity and Memory

Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf employs a nonlinear approach to time. Moments from the
past intrude upon the present, illustrating how memories shape identity. Clarissa’s
reflections on her youth, her relationships, and her decisions reveal the tension between
societal roles and personal desires. This interplay between memory and the present
moment is a hallmark of Woolf’s modernist style, emphasizing the subjective nature of
reality.

Themes and Symbolism

Woolf’s novel engages with a myriad of themes that resonate beyond its immediate setting.



The exploration of identity, mental health, and social class permeates the narrative, making
it relevant to contemporary readers and scholars alike.

The Search for Identity

Clarissa Dalloway’s character embodies the struggle to reconcile public and private selves.
As a hostess preparing for her party, she performs a social role that conceals her inner
thoughts and vulnerabilities. The novel scrutinizes the constraints imposed by gender and
class, questioning the authenticity of the self in a conformist society.

The Impact of War and Psychological Trauma

Septimus Warren Smith represents the lasting scars of World War I. His battle with what
would now be recognized as PTSD contrasts with Clarissa’s seemingly stable social life.
Woolf’s sensitive portrayal of Septimus’s mental anguish critiques societal indifference to
psychological suffering and underscores the alienation experienced by many veterans.

Time and Mortality

Throughout the novel, the inevitability of death looms large. Clarissa’s preoccupation with
mortality surfaces through her thoughts and interactions, particularly during her party. The
motif of time—both as an external measure and an internal experience—reinforces the
ephemeral nature of life and happiness.

Comparative Perspectives: Mrs Dalloway and
Other Modernist Works

When placed alongside contemporaneous modernist texts, Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf
shares thematic and stylistic affinities but also distinguishes itself through its unique focus
on internal consciousness and social milieu.

Mrs Dalloway and James Joyce’s Ulysses

Both novels take place within a single day and utilize stream-of-consciousness narration.
However, while Ulysses is noted for its experimental linguistic complexity and mythic
parallels, Mrs Dalloway emphasizes psychological realism and social commentary. Woolf’s
prose is lyrical and introspective, prioritizing emotional nuance over structural complexity.



Mrs Dalloway and T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land

The fragmented narrative and themes of disillusionment in Mrs Dalloway echo the post-war
despair found in Eliot’s poetry. Both works grapple with the breakdown of traditional values
and the search for meaning in a fractured world.

Relevance and Legacy in Contemporary Literature

Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf continues to be a touchstone for discussions on narrative
innovation, feminism, and mental health representation. Its influence extends beyond
literary circles into film, theater, and psychoanalytic studies.

Feminist Interpretations

Clarissa’s character has been examined through feminist lenses as an illustration of
women’s constrained roles during the early twentieth century. Her internal conflict and
limited agency highlight the societal expectations that women navigated, making the novel
a precursor to later feminist literature.

Mental Health Awareness

The novel’s portrayal of Septimus offers a nuanced depiction of psychological trauma,
predating widespread understanding of mental health conditions. This aspect has made Mrs
Dalloway a reference point in medical humanities and trauma studies.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Mrs Dalloway has inspired multiple adaptations, including film and stage productions,
underscoring the enduring appeal of Woolf’s narrative. These adaptations often emphasize
different facets of the story, from the social critique to the introspective exploration of
consciousness.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Debates

Since its publication, Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf has attracted extensive critical
attention. Early reviews praised Woolf’s innovation, though some contemporaries found the
narrative challenging due to its departure from traditional plot structures.

In academic discourse, debates often center on Woolf’s narrative strategies and thematic
concerns. Some scholars emphasize the novel’s feminist dimensions, while others focus on



its contributions to modernist aesthetics. The interplay between individual psychology and
social context remains a fertile ground for analysis.

Pros: Innovative narrative style, deep psychological insight, rich thematic complexity.

Cons: Nonlinear narrative might be challenging for some readers, subtle plot may
lack conventional drama.

Despite these critiques, Mrs Dalloway remains a foundational text in literary modernism,
frequently included in academic curricula worldwide.

The enduring power of Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf lies in its ability to capture the
intricacies of human consciousness against the backdrop of societal change. Through its
innovative form and profound thematic concerns, the novel invites readers to reflect on the
nature of time, identity, and connection in an ever-evolving world.

Mrs Dalloway By Virginia Woolf
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other characters, including Septimus Warren Smith, a war veteran suffering from shell shock, whose
story intersects with hers in unexpected ways. Through its richly layered narrative, Mrs. Dalloway
explores themes of identity, mental health, and the passage of time. Woolf’s lyrical prose and
innovative structure challenge traditional storytelling, offering readers an intimate glimpse into the
characters’ inner worlds and the complexities of their emotional landscapes. Celebrated for its
narrative depth and stylistic experimentation, Mrs. Dalloway remains a seminal work in the study of
modernist literature. Woolf’s exploration of consciousness and societal constraints continues to
resonate with readers, making this novel a timeless classic and a profound reflection on the human
experience.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway Harold Bloom, 1988 A
collection of eight critical essays, arranged in chronological order of their original publication.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs. Dalloway (annotated) Virginia Woolf, 2015-02-03 The
annotated, authorized edition of Virginia Woolf's celebrated Mrs. Dalloway, named one of Time's 100
Best Novels, features commentary by Women's Studies professor Bonnie Kime Scott. In this vivid
portrait of a single day in a woman’s life, Mrs. Clarissa Dalloway is preoccupied with the last-minute
details of preparation for a party while in her mind she is something much more than a perfect
society hostess. As she readies her house for friends and neighbors, she is flooded with
remembrances of the past—the passionate loves of her carefree youth, her practical choice of
husband, and the approach and retreat of war. And, met with the realities of the present, Clarissa
reexamines the choices that brought her there, hesitantly looking ahead to the unfamiliar work of
growing old. From the introspective Clarissa, to the lover who never fully recovered from her
rejection, to a war-ravaged stranger in the park, the characters and scope of Mrs. Dalloway reshape
our sense of ordinary life making it one of the most “moving, revolutionary artworks of the twentieth
century” (Michael Cunningham). This authorized edition from the Virginia Woolf library features:
Biographical Preface Chronology Introduction to the text Extensive notes Suggestions for further
reading This annotated edition is the perfect companion to more fully understand Mrs. Dalloway, its
importance in twentieth century literature, and Virginia Woolf's world.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2021-01-01 Mrs. Dalloway by
Virginia Woolf: Set in post-World War I London, Mrs. Dalloway is a groundbreaking modernist novel
that delves into the thoughts and experiences of its characters over the course of a single day.
Through the parallel narratives of Clarissa Dalloway and Septimus Warren Smith, Woolf explores the
complexities of human consciousness, the impact of war, and the fleeting nature of time and
memory, all while shedding light on the intricacies of human connections and relationships. Key
Aspects of the Book Mrs. Dalloway: Stream of Consciousness: Woolf employs the literary technique
of stream of consciousness to provide intimate insights into the inner thoughts and emotions of her
characters. Character Studies: The novel presents vivid and multi-layered character studies, offering
nuanced portrayals of diverse individuals and their lives. Modernist Exploration: Mrs. Dalloway is
regarded as a key work of literary modernism, challenging traditional narrative structures and
delving into the depths of human psychology and consciousness. Virginia Woolf (1882-1941) was an
influential British writer and a central figure in the modernist literary movement. Her innovative
writing style, feminist perspectives, and profound explorations of human consciousness have left a
lasting impact on literature. As a member of the Bloomsbury Group, Woolf was associated with a
circle of intellectuals and artists who significantly influenced the cultural landscape of the early 20th
century.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2017-08-30 Mrs Dalloway
(published on 14 May 1925) is a novel by Virginia Woolf that details a day in the life of Clarissa
Dalloway in post-World War I England. Mrs Dalloway continues to be one of Woolf's best-known
novels.Created from two short stories, Mrs Dalloway in Bond Street and the unfinished The Prime
Minister, the novel's story is of Clarissa's preparations for a party of which she is to be hostess. With
the interior perspective of the novel, the story travels forwards and back in time, and in and out of
the characters' minds, to construct a complete image of Clarissa's life and of the inter-war social



structure.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs Dalloway Annotated Virginia Woolf, 2020-08-19 Mrs
Dalloway is a novel by Virginia Woolf that details a day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway, a fictional
high-society woman in post-First World War England.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2018-08-18
Clarissa Dalloway goes around London in the morning, getting ready to host a party that evening.
The nice day reminds her of her youth spent in the countryside in Bourton and makes her wonder
about her choice of husband; she married the reliable Richard Dalloway instead of the enigmatic and
demanding Peter Walsh, and she had not the option to be with Sally Seton. Peter reintroduces these
conflicts by paying a visit that morning. Septimus Warren Smith, a First World War veteran suffering
from deferred traumatic stress, spends his day in the park with his Italian-born wife Lucrezia, where
Peter Walsh observes them. Septimus is visited by frequent and indecipherable hallucinations,
mostly concerning his dear friend Evans who died in the war. Later that day, after he is prescribed
involuntary commitment to a psychiatric hospital, he commits suicide by jumping out of a window.
Clarissa's party in the evening is a slow success. It is attended by most of the characters she has met
in the book, including people from her past. She hears about Septimus' suicide at the party and
gradually comes to admire this stranger's act, which she considers an effort to preserve the purity of
his happiness.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway Jeremy Hawthorn, 1975
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: The Mrs. Dalloway Reader Virginia Woolf, 2003 This first
volume of its kind contains the complete text of and guide to Virginia Woolf's masterpiece plus Mrs.
Dalloway's Party, and numerous journal entries and letters by Virginia Woolf relating to the book's
genesis and writing. The distinguished novelist Francine Prose has selected these pieces as well as
essays and appreciations, critical views, and commentary by writers famous and unknown. This
complete volume illuminates the creation of a beloved book and the genius of its author.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2018-10-17 Mrs Dalloway is a
Novel by: Virginia Woolf, that details a day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway, a fictional high-society
woman in post-First World War England. It is one of Woolf's best-known novels.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2018-11-19 Mrs Dalloway:
Large Printby Virginia WoolfMrs Dalloway (published on 14 May 1925) is a novel by Virginia Woolf
that details a day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway in post-World War I England. Mrs Dalloway
continues to be one of Woolf's best-known novels.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs. Dalloway [Deutsch]. Roman. (Übers. v. Herberth u.
Marlys Herlitschka.) - (Berlin & Frankfurt/M.): S. Fischer 1955. 240 S. 8° Virginia Woolf,
Herberth E. Herlitschka, 1955
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2005-08-01 The authorized,
original edition of Virginia Woolf’s masterpiece and one of the most “moving, revolutionary artworks
of the twentieth century” (Michael Cunningham), with a foreword by Maureen Howard. In this vivid
portrait of a single day in a woman’s life, Mrs. Clarissa Dalloway is preoccupied with the last-minute
details of preparation for a party while in her mind she is something much more than a perfect
society hostess. As she readies her house for friends and neighbors, she is flooded with
remembrances of the past—the passionate loves of her carefree youth, her practical choice of
husband, and the approach and retreat of war. And, met with the realities of the present, Clarissa
reexamines the choices that brought her there, hesitantly looking ahead to the unfamiliar work of
growing old. From the introspective Clarissa, to the lover who never fully recovered from her
rejection, to a war-ravaged stranger in the park, the characters and scope of Mrs. Dalloway reshape
our sense of ordinary life and reshaped English literature as we know it. “Perhaps her
masterpiece…Exquisite and superbly constructed…Required like most writers to choose between the
surface and the depths as the basis of her operations, she chooses the surface and then burrows in
as far as she can.” –E. M. Forster
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: Mrs Dalloway in Bond Street Virginia Woolf, 2024 »Mrs



Dalloway in Bond Street« is a short story by Virginia Woolf, first published in 1923. VIRGINIA
WOOLF [1882–1941] was an English author. With novels like Jacob’s Room [1922], Mrs Dalloway
[1925], To the Lighthouse [1927], and Orlando [1928], she became a leading figure of modernism
and is considered one of the most important English-language authors of the 20th century. As a
thinker, with essays like A Room of One’s Own [1929], Woolf has influenced the women’s movement
in many countries.
  mrs dalloway by virginia woolf: The Annotated Mrs. Dalloway (The Annotated Books)
Merve Emre, Virginia Woolf, 2021-08-31 Virginia Woolf’s groundbreaking novel, in a lushly
illustrated hardcover edition with illuminating commentary from a brilliant young Oxford scholar
and critic. “Mrs. Dalloway said she would buy the flowers herself.” So begins Virginia Woolf’s
much-beloved fourth novel. First published in 1925, Mrs. Dalloway has long been viewed not only as
Woolf’s masterpiece, but as a pivotal work of literary modernism and one of the most significant and
influential novels of the twentieth century. In this visually powerful annotated edition, acclaimed
Oxford don and literary critic Merve Emre gives us an authoritative version of this landmark novel,
supporting it with generous commentary that reveals Woolf’s aesthetic and political ambitions—in
Mrs. Dalloway and beyond—as never before. Mrs. Dalloway famously takes place over the course of
a single day in late June, its plot centering on the upper-class Londoner Clarissa Dalloway, who is
preparing to throw a party that evening for the nation’s elite. But the novel is complicated by Woolf’s
satire of the English social system, and by her groundbreaking representation of consciousness. The
events of the novel flow through the minds and thoughts of Clarissa and her former lover Peter
Walsh and others in their circle, but also through shopkeepers and servants, among others. Together
Woolf’s characters—each a jumble of memories and perceptions—create a broad portrait of a city
and society transformed by the Great War in ways subtle but profound ways. No figure has been
more directly shaped by the conflict than the disturbed veteran Septimus Smith, who is plagued by
hallucinations of a friend who died in battle, and who becomes the unexpected second hinge of the
novel, alongside Clarissa, even though—in one of Woolf’s many radical decisions—the two never
meet. Emre’s extensive introduction and annotations follow the evolution of Clarissa
Dalloway—based on an apparently conventional but actually quite complex acquaintance of
Woolf’s—and Septimus Smith from earlier short stories and drafts of Mrs. Dalloway to their
emergence into the distinctive forms devoted readers of the novel know so well. For Clarissa,
Septimus, and her other creations, Woolf relied on the skill of “character reading,” her technique for
bridging the gap between life and fiction, reality and representation. As Emre writes, Woolf’s
“approach to representing character involved burrowing deep into the processes of consciousness,
and, so submerged, illuminating the infinite variety of sensation and perception concealed therein.
From these depths, she extracted an unlimited capacity for life.” It is in Woolf’s characters,
fundamentally unknowable but fundamentally alive, that the enduring achievement of her art is most
apparent. For decades, Woolf’s rapturous style and vision of individual consciousness have
challenged and inspired readers, novelists, and scholars alike. The Annotated Mrs. Dalloway,
featuring 150 illustrations, draws on decades of Woolf scholarship as well as countless primary
sources, including Woolf’s private diaries and notes on writing. The result is not only a transporting
edition of Mrs. Dalloway, but an essential volume for Woolf devotees and an incomparable gift to all
lovers of literature.
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