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Lady Macbeth Character Analysis: Exploring One of Shakespeare’s Most Complex Figures

lady macbeth character analysis invites us into the dark and intricate world of Shakespeare’s
tragedy, Macbeth. Often remembered as one of literature’s most formidable and enigmatic female
characters, Lady Macbeth is a fascinating study in ambition, power, guilt, and psychological
unraveling. Her role in the play is pivotal, not only as the wife of Macbeth but as a catalyst for his
descent into moral chaos. Let’s delve deeper into the layers of her personality, motivations, and
transformation throughout the narrative.

The Ambitious Architect: Lady Macbeth’s Driving Force

At the heart of any lady macbeth character analysis lies her overwhelming ambition. Shakespeare
presents her as a woman who is fiercely determined to see her husband rise to the throne of
Scotland, and she does not hesitate to employ manipulation and ruthless tactics to achieve this goal.
Early in the play, upon learning of the witches’ prophecy, Lady Macbeth immediately begins to
contemplate the murder of King Duncan, showcasing a level of resolve and cunning that surpasses
even Macbeth’s initial hesitations.

The Power of Persuasion

One of Lady Macbeth’s most striking traits is her ability to influence and manipulate Macbeth. She
challenges his masculinity and courage, using psychological tactics to spur him into action. Her
famous plea, “When you durst do it, then you were a man,” reveals how she weaponizes societal
expectations of gender and honor to push Macbeth towards regicide. This dynamic highlights her as a
powerful figure in the relationship, often seen as the dominant partner in their shared ambition.

Rejecting Traditional Femininity

Lady Macbeth’s character also challenges the conventional notions of femininity in Shakespeare’s
time. In her soliloquy where she calls upon the spirits to “unsex me here,” she asks to be stripped of
feminine weakness and filled instead with cruelty and ruthlessness. This rejection of traditional female
traits underscores her desire for power and control, positioning her as a character who defies societal
norms to achieve her ambitions.

The Psychological Unraveling: Guilt and Madness

While ambition fuels Lady Macbeth’s initial actions, it is guilt that propels her tragic downfall. The lady
macbeth character analysis cannot be complete without examining her psychological transformation
as the consequences of their deeds begin to weigh heavily on her conscience.



The Burden of Guilt

After the murder of Duncan, Lady Macbeth initially appears unshaken, even mocking Macbeth’s
paranoia. However, the famous sleepwalking scene reveals the depth of her torment. Her compulsive
hand-washing and fragmented speech, “Out, damned spot!” demonstrate her inability to rid herself of
the psychological stains of guilt. Unlike Macbeth, who grows increasingly violent and tyrannical, Lady
Macbeth’s suffering becomes internalized, leading to mental anguish.

The Descent into Madness

Her gradual descent into madness is a poignant aspect of her character. The once strong and
commanding woman becomes a shadow of her former self, haunted and isolated. Shakespeare uses
Lady Macbeth’s mental collapse to explore themes of conscience and retribution, illustrating how
unchecked ambition can ultimately destroy the very individuals who wield it.

Lady Macbheth’s Role in the Play’s Themes and
Symbolism

Lady Macbeth is central to several of Macbeth’s dominant themes, including ambition, power, guilt,
and the subversion of gender roles. Understanding her character enhances our grasp of the play’s
broader messages.

Ambition and Moral Corruption

Lady Macbeth embodies the dangerous nature of unchecked ambition. She is willing to forsake
morality and humanity to achieve power, which sets the tragic events into motion. Her manipulation
of Macbeth and her own ruthless resolve show how ambition can corrupt the soul and lead to
devastating consequences.

Gender and Power Dynamics

Her character is a study in the fluidity of gender roles and power. By rejecting traditional femininity
and adopting traits associated with masculinity—such as aggression and dominance—Lady Macbeth
challenges the Elizabethan era’s gender expectations. This subversion serves to deepen the tragedy,
as it destabilizes not only personal identities but the natural order of society.

Symbolism in Lady Macbeth’s Actions

Several symbols are closely tied to Lady Macbeth’s character. Blood, for instance, represents guilt and
the irreversible nature of their crimes. Her obsession with cleansing her hands signifies the



psychological burden she carries. Darkness and night often accompany her scenes, symbolizing
concealment and evil deeds, adding layers to her sinister yet tragic persona.

Lessons from Lady Macbeth’s Character

Beyond literary analysis, Lady Macbeth’s story provides insights into human nature and the
consequences of ambition unchecked by conscience. Here are some reflections drawn from her

journey:

e The duality of human nature: Lady Macbeth shows how people can possess both strength
and vulnerability, cruelty and remorse.

* The impact of guilt: Mental health consequences of guilt and regret are powerful and
destructive, as depicted through her sleepwalking and madness.

e The dangers of manipulation: Her influence over Macbeth reveals how persuasive power can
lead others down dark paths.

* The complexity of gender roles: Her character encourages us to question rigid gender
stereotypes and understand the multifaceted nature of identity.

Lady Macbheth in Modern Interpretations

The figure of Lady Macbeth continues to captivate audiences and inspire adaptations across various
media. Modern portrayals often emphasize her psychological depth and human complexity, moving
beyond the archetype of a purely evil villain.

Sympathetic Portrayals

Some contemporary interpretations highlight Lady Macbeth as a tragic figure trapped by societal
constraints and her own desires. These versions explore her inner turmoil with empathy, suggesting
that her ambition and ruthlessness arise from a complex mix of love, fear, and desperation.

Feminist Readings

Feminist scholars have examined Lady Macbeth as a symbol of female agency and resistance in a
patriarchal world. Her boldness and rejection of passive femininity are seen not merely as villainous
traits but as acts of rebellion against an oppressive system, offering a nuanced perspective on her
character.



Psychological and Psychoanalytic Approaches

Many analyses focus on Lady Macbeth’s mental breakdown, using psychological theories to
understand her behavior. Her sleepwalking scene, for example, is often interpreted as a manifestation
of severe trauma and dissociation, adding a layer of realism to her portrayal.

Exploring Lady Macbeth through these lenses enriches our understanding and keeps her character
relevant for today’s audiences.

The journey of Lady Macbeth—from a determined and manipulative partner to a haunted, broken
soul—remains one of Shakespeare’s most powerful examinations of ambition’s cost and the fragility
of the human mind. Her character continues to provoke questions about morality, gender, and power,
making any lady macbeth character analysis a captivating endeavor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key traits of Lady Macbeth's character?

Lady Macbeth is ambitious, manipulative, ruthless, and deeply determined. She exhibits a strong
desire for power and is willing to go to great lengths, including murder, to achieve her goals.

How does Lady Macbeth influence Macheth's actions?

Lady Macbeth plays a crucial role in persuading and manipulating Macbeth to commit regicide. She
challenges his masculinity and resolve, pushing him to seize the throne by murdering King Duncan.

What is the significance of Lady Macheth's sleepwalking
scene?

The sleepwalking scene reveals Lady Macbeth's overwhelming guilt and psychological torment. It
contrasts her earlier ruthlessness, showing how the weight of their crimes leads to her mental
unraveling.

How does Lady Macheth's character change throughout the
play?

Initially, Lady Macbeth is confident and controlling, but as the play progresses, her guilt consumes
her, leading to anxiety, madness, and ultimately her tragic demise.

In what ways does Lady Macbeth challenge traditional gender
roles?

Lady Macbeth defies traditional gender expectations by exhibiting traits like ambition and cruelty,
often associated with masculinity, and by urging Macbeth to act decisively and violently.



What role does Lady Macbeth's ambition play in the plot of
Macbheth?

Lady Macbeth's ambition acts as a catalyst for the play's central conflict. Her desire for power
motivates her to orchestrate King Duncan's murder, setting off a chain of events that lead to tragedy.

How does Shakespeare use Lady Macbeth to explore the
theme of guilt?

Through Lady Macbeth's psychological decline and sleepwalking scene, Shakespeare illustrates how
guilt can corrode the mind and soul, demonstrating that even the most ruthless cannot escape its
effects.

Why is Lady Macbeth considered one of Shakespeare's most
complex female characters?

Lady Macbeth is complex because she embodies both strength and vulnerability. Her fierce ambition
contrasts with her eventual breakdown, making her a multifaceted character who challenges simple
categorization.

Additional Resources
Lady Macbeth Character Analysis: Unveiling the Complexities of Shakespeare’s Ambitious Archetype

lady macbeth character analysis reveals one of Shakespeare’s most compelling and multifaceted
figures. As a pivotal character in the tragedy *Macbeth*, Lady Macbeth embodies ambition,
manipulation, guilt, and psychological turmoil, making her an enduring subject of scholarly discussion
and theatrical interpretation. Her character transcends simple villainy, inviting a nuanced exploration
of power dynamics, gender roles, and moral decay in early modern drama.

The Ambitious Force Behind Macbeth

At the heart of Lady Macbeth’s characterization lies her unwavering ambition. She is the catalyst for
Macbeth’s ascent to power, urging him to act decisively and ruthlessly. This ambition is not merely
personal but intertwined with her desire to break free from the constraints imposed on her as a
woman in a patriarchal society. In the opening scenes, her invocation to the spirits to "unsex me
here" metaphorically illustrates her wish to shed feminine qualities traditionally associated with
weakness, embracing instead a ruthless resolve.

Unlike Macbeth, whose hesitation and moral conflict are evident, Lady Macbeth initially appears as
the more resolute and pragmatic partner. Her forceful persuasion is critical in transforming Macbeth’s
latent ambition into concrete action. This dynamic positions her as a key figure driving the plot
forward, illustrating how ambition can both empower and corrupt.



Manipulation and Psychological Control

Lady Macbeth’s role as a manipulator is central to her character. She deftly questions Macbeth’s
masculinity and courage to spur him into murdering King Duncan. This psychological manipulation
reveals her understanding of Macbeth’s vulnerabilities and societal expectations of manhood. By
attacking his honor and bravery, she compels him to align with her deadly intentions.

Moreover, Lady Macbeth’s manipulation extends beyond Macbeth to the wider narrative. She
orchestrates the cover-up of Duncan’s murder, instructing Macbeth to "look like the innocent flower,
but be the serpent under’t," highlighting her strategic mind and ability to mask sinister intentions
behind a facade of innocence.

Exploring Guilt and Mental Deterioration

The trajectory of Lady Macbeth’s psychological state offers a profound exploration of guilt and its
consequences. Initially, she appears untroubled by the moral implications of their actions, famously
declaring that “a little water clears us of this deed.” However, as the play progresses, the weight of
her guilt becomes increasingly apparent.

Her descent into madness is marked by sleepwalking and obsessive hand-washing, symbolic attempts
to cleanse herself of the indelible stain of murder. This stark transformation from steely resolve to
fragile mental breakdown underscores the psychological toll of unchecked ambition and moral
transgression. The contrast between her initial control and eventual vulnerability creates a tragic
dimension to her character.

The Role of Gender and Power Dynamics

Lady Macbeth’s character invites a critical examination of gender roles in Shakespeare’s time. Her
desire to reject femininity and embrace masculine traits challenges contemporary notions of
womanhood. By invoking dark spirits to “take [her] milk for gall,” she seeks to embody the cruelty
and decisiveness associated with men, reflecting the limitations imposed on women regarding power
and agency.

This gender inversion complicates traditional power dynamics within the play. While Macbeth holds
the official title of king and warrior, Lady Macbeth wields significant influence behind the scenes. Her
dominance in their relationship subverts expected gender hierarchies, making her a revolutionary
figure who manipulates societal norms to achieve her ends.

Comparative Perspectives: Lady Macheth vs. Other
Shakespearean Women

When analyzed alongside other female characters in Shakespeare’s works, Lady Macbeth stands out
for her assertiveness and complexity. Unlike Ophelia in *Hamlet*, who embodies innocence and



victimhood, or Desdemona in *Othello*, who represents loyalty and tragic vulnerability, Lady Macbeth
is a proactive agent of change, though her actions lead to destruction.

This proactive nature aligns her partially with characters like Cleopatra in *Antony and Cleopatra*,
who also wield power through manipulation and charisma. However, Lady Macbeth’s internal conflict

and eventual breakdown add layers of psychological depth not always present in Shakespeare’s
female figures, making her both a powerful and tragic archetype.

Lady Macbheth’s Influence on Modern Interpretations

Modern adaptations and critical interpretations continue to explore Lady Macbeth’s psychological
complexity and motives. Feminist readings often view her as a character constrained and shaped by
patriarchal oppression, whose ambition is a response to limited social roles. Psychological analyses
delve into her mental unraveling as an early depiction of trauma and guilt-induced psychosis.

The character’s enduring appeal also lies in her versatility for performance. Actresses interpret Lady

Macbeth variously as a cold, calculated villain or a deeply troubled woman wrestling with conscience,
reflecting evolving cultural attitudes toward female agency and mental health.

Key Features Defining Lady Macbeth’s Character

e Ambition: Drives the central plot and challenges gender norms.

e Manipulation: Uses psychological tactics to influence Macbeth and others.

e Strength and Vulnerability: Exhibits initial control that deteriorates into mental fragility.
¢ Gender Subversion: Rejects traditional femininity to gain power.

e Guilt and Madness: Embodies the consequences of moral transgression.

The juxtaposition of these features creates a character who is not easily categorized as purely
villainous or victimized, but rather as a deeply human figure shaped by ambition and conscience.

Pros and Cons of Lady Macbheth’s Characterization in the Play

1. Pros:
o Enhances dramatic tension through her complex motivations.

o Provides insight into the psychological impact of ambition and guilt.



o Challenges traditional gender roles, enriching thematic depth.

o Acts as a crucial narrative catalyst.

2. Cons:
o Her abrupt psychological breakdown may feel sudden to some audiences.
o Limited stage time compared to Macbeth can constrain character development.

o Interpretations risk oversimplifying her as either purely evil or purely tragic.

These aspects highlight both the strengths and challenges of portraying Lady Macbeth in theatrical
and academic contexts.

Lady Macbeth’s character remains a fascinating subject for continuous analysis. Her blend of
ambition, manipulation, and vulnerability provides a rich canvas for exploring human psychology and
societal norms. Through a detailed lady macbeth character analysis, it becomes evident that her
influence extends beyond the narrative, offering timeless reflections on power, gender, and
conscience within Shakespeare’s tragic masterpiece.
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of Bonn, language: English, abstract: This term paper will focus on Kurzel’'s adaptation, more
precisely it will focus on one of Shakespeare’s most controversial characters: Lady Macbeth.
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might see her as a victim of her devotion to her husband. Focusing on the female gender, this paper
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scenes in which Lady Macbeth is actively present. After deconstructing the selected Lady Macbeth
scenes, in the source text and in the adaptation, it will compare them to each other. Therefore, the
main part of this paper will analyse the character of Lady Macbeth by focusing on the female gender
and comparing how she is represented in the book and in the movie. It will pay attention to the
historical context, speech, gestures and mimics, but also on costumes and setting. William
Shakespeare was an English poet and playwright, who wrote his poems and plays during the
Renaissance. He is known for his various works of literature. “Sonnet 18”, Romeo and Juliet and
Hamlet are only a few examples of his famous works. His unique plays are dealing with different
topics, showing wide knowledge of human behavior, expressed through a vast range of characters.
Shakespeare’s works are still read and taught not only in school and university but also play a role in
our daily lives; his topics are still relevant today. According to the Guinness Book of World Records,
Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets have been adapted into more than 420 films and TV-Movie
versions. Macbeth was filmed 37 times. The most recent Macbeth adaptation is from 2015 by Justin
Kurzel.

lady macheth character analysis: William Shakespeare: an analysis of Macbeth’s
character Alessandro De Vivo, 2007-04-27 Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2.0, University of Education Ludwigsburg,
language: English, abstract: I would like to base my essay on the protagonist Macbeth. Probably
composed in late 1606 or early 1607, Macbeth is the last of Shakespeare’s tragedies, the others
being Hamlet, King Lear and Othello. If Hamlet is the grandest of Shakespeare’s plays, Macbeth is
from a tragic standpoint the most sublime and the most impressive as an active play. If we just
consider the plot, Macbeth is a relatively simple play. In fact like Richard III and numerous
pre-Shakespearean plays, it deals with a traditional form: the rise and fall of a great man. In the first
part of the play we read about Macbeth’s rise to power; then he manages to become king of
Scotland. From this moment on he begins with a period of tyranny that will end with Macbeth’s
death and the accession to the throne of the legitimate king. For this reason he can be considered as
the epitome of a tragic hero. In the course of the play we notice a great development of Macbeth’s
character. At the beginning he is a man much honoured by his countrymen for his leading and
courageous part in defence of his good king and native land. During many conflicts he showed his
great courage and he continues showing this personal quality also when he becomes king and he has
to take a lot of difficult decisions. But this first description about Macbeth’s character is not the
definitive one: in fact as soon as we meet him, we find out also his negative qualities, for example
that he is both ambitious and murderous. It happens when the two Scottish generals, Macbeth and
his friend Banquo, returning victorious from the great battle against a rebel army assisted by the
troops of Norway, meet three witches in the middle of the road. They begin to speak to Macbeth: the
first of them greets him with the title of Thane of Glaning (so it is in the reality); the second follows
by giving him the title of Thane of Cawdor, to which honour he has no pretensions; the third predicts
that Macbeth will be king of Scotland. Then turning to Banquo, they prophesy that his son will be
king of Scotland. So they turn into the air and vanish. After a while Macbeth and his friend are
stopped by some messengers of the king, who are empowered by him to confer upon Macbeth the
dignity of Thane of Cawdor: an event so miraculously corresponding with the predictions of the
witches astonishes Macbeth, who begins to think about the other and more important prophecy...
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Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Potsdam (Institut fiir
Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Shakespeare’s Tragedies II, language: English, abstract: So foul
and fair a day I have not seen (Shakespeare Act I, Scene 3, 1. 38) . These words mentioned by
Macbeth, the main protagonist of the corresponding tragedy, echo one of the main themes of the



whole play: nothing is as it seems to be. This central topic also arises in other tragedies by William
Shakespeare. In Macbeth, this motive appears in a much stronger way. This tragedy tells the journey
of a former loyal and shining hero, who evolves into the center of evil. Macbeth is considered as one
of the most sinister tragedies of William Shakespeare. From the beginning on, the setting is depicted
as a world full of nightmares, darkness, murder and treason. The play is constituted in a barren
landscape, considered as a reference to hell. Most of the events happen during the nighttime, which
supports this sinister impression. Some of the attempts that were made to analyze Macbeth,
describe him as pure evil and a tyrant. A psychopath, who merciless defends his position as a king by
killing every possible opponent who crosses his path. Other interpretations draw him as a victim,
torn between the question of what is right and what is wrong and influenced by the evil that
surrounds him. How can a man, who is firstly described as a hero and a loyal subject change in such
a dramatic way? Which path does he take to become such a criminal individual like he mostly is
described? What changes happen within his mind? These questions about the character development
or in other words, the development of the evil within Macbeth are the core of this paper. In this
research, the Reclam version of Shakespeare's Macbeth, published 2011 in Ditzingen, Germany, is
used.
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Intelligent Education, 2020-03-27 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay,
and test prep for William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, known as an “actor’s play” for its condensed
script and the interpretive freedom it gives actors on stage. As a tragedy of the early
seventeenth-century, Macbeth follows a man living in a constructed universe in which he cannot toy
with evil without facing consequences. Moreover, readers witness the primary theme that
destruction comes to characters who do not fear the outcomes of their actions. This Bright Notes
Study Guide explores the context and history of Shakespeare’s classic work, helping students to
thoroughly explore the reasons it has stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide
contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section
and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an
in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring characters, critical commentary,
historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper
in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for further
research.
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Jameson, 1843
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Elbeshlawy, 2016-10-11 This book discusses the figure of Woman in Lars von Trier’s distinctive
cinematic productions from 1996 to 2014. It takes the notorious legacy of violence against women in
von Trier’s cinema beyond the perceived gender division, elevating the director’s image above being
a mere provocateur. By raising fundamental questions about woman, sexuality, and desire,
Elbeshlawy shows that Trier’s cinematic Woman is an attempt at creating an image of a genderless
subject that is not inhibited by the confines of ideology and culture. But this attempt is perennially
ill-fated. And it is this failure that not only fosters viewing enjoyment but also gives the films their
political importance, elevating them above both commendations and condemnations of feminist
discourse.

lady macbeth character analysis: CliffsNotes on Shakespeare's Macbeth Alex Went,
2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series
also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. Packed with
action and vivid portrayal of human relationships, Shakespeare's Macbeth traces the bloody climb to
power and tragic ruin of a fate-plagued king. Count on CliffNotes on Macbeth to carry you through
the rise and fall of a cast of characters that includes a cruel and ambitious warrior, his wicked wife,
and a trio of witches who have wormed their way into audiences' hearts since William Shakespeare



first presented their prophecies about 300 years ago. Show your classmates—and your
grade-granting teacher—that you're in the know with English literature. You can't miss with scene
summaries, plot explorations, language simplification, and insights into the author's life and times.
Other features that help you study include A brief synopsis of the play A character map to help you
see relationships among the characters Critical essays on major themes and stage productions An
interactive quiz to test your knowledge Essay topics and practice projects Classic literature or
modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes
study guides.

lady macbeth character analysis: Characteristics of Women, Moral, Poetical, and
Historical Mrs. Jameson (Anna), 1870

lady macbeth character analysis: America in Literature and Film Dr Ahmed Elbeshlawy,
2013-05-28 Utilizing Lacan's psychoanalytic theory and ZiZek's philosophical adaption of it, this book
brings into dialogue a series of modernist and postmodernist literary works, films, and critical theory
that are concerned with defining America. Ahmed Elbeshlawy demonstrates that how America is
perceived in certain texts reveals not only the idealization or condemnation of it, but an imago, or
constructed image of the perceiver as well. In turn, texts which particularly focus on demonstrating
how other texts about America communicate an untrustworthy message themselves communicate an
unreliable message, inventing and reinventing a series of imagos of America. These imagos refer to
both idealized and deformed images of America constructed by the perceivers of America. The first
part of this book is concerned with modernist perceptions of America, and includes discussion of
Adorno, Benjamin, Kafka, D. H. Lawrence, as well as Emerson and Seymour Martin Lipset. The
second part is dedicated to postmodernist representations of America, focusing on texts by Edward
Said, Thab Hassan, Susan Sontag, David Shambaugh and Charles W. Brooks, and films including
Lars von Trier's Dogville and D.W. Griffith's Birth of a Nation.

lady machbeth character analysis: The Different Representation of Lady Macbeth’s
Character and Performance in a Stage and a Film Production Lukas Jan, 2018-04-04 Seminar
paper from the year 2016 in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Literature, Works, grade:
1,7, University of Tubingen, language: English, abstract: The use of Lady Macbeth as a byname
nowadays is very common, especially in politics. Her special role, her courage, pride and demeanour
impress us in such a way that we still compare a fictional character to real women who have similar
characteristics, like the First Lady for example. The power and influence the First Lady has on her
husband the President is sometimes underestimated, as it also happened with Lady Macbeth in the
tragedy. In the United States, the role of the First Lady is more important than anywhere else.
During the election campaign, she supports and encourages her husband and also assists him in the
presidency. Edith Wilson, for example, substituted for her husband Woodrow Wilson when he was ill
in 1919, and adopted the executive power of the U.S. government. The reason Smith and Cook
compare Mrs. Wilson and other First Ladies with Lady Macbeth is not arbitrary. Already in the
original of Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Macbeth, first performed in 1606, he represented Lady
Macbeth as a very strong and influential woman and wife with a special firmness of character. The
popularity of the character and the tragedy itself brought forth many different productions and
adaptations. There are a lot of ways to understand, interpret and implement Shakespeare’s tragedies
into movies and stage productions. Each production pursues its own concept in staging and how the
story shall be presented. Therefore, the production company chooses a director and cast who can
opine their conception in the best way. Hence they have the difficult and honourable task to
implement this distinguished piece of work into a film or theatre production. Marion Cotillard and
Samantha Spiro, who were both cast for a Macbeth production, are two completely different
actresses in their mannerism, look and acting style, but the companies thought that they were
perfectly suited for the role of Lady Macbeth and so they had the difficult task to play her. Marion
Cotillard had already received many awards for her acting and became a very popular Hollywood
actress during the final years. She played Lady Macbeth opposite Michael Fassbender in the 2015
film production by Justin Kurzel. Samantha Spiro played Lady Macbeth at the Globe theatre in



London in 2013. This production was the directorial debut of Eve Best.

lady macbeth character analysis: Shakespeare and Feminist Performance Sarah Werner,
2005-07-08 How do performances of Shakespeare change the meanings of the plays? In this
controversial new book, Sarah Werner argues that the text of a Shakespeare play is only one of the
many factors that give a performance its meaning. By focusing on The Royal Shakespeare Company,
Werner demonstrates how actor training, company management and gender politics fundamentally
affect both how a production is created and the interpretations it can suggest. Werner concentrates
particularly on: The influential training methods of Cicely Berry and Patsy Rodenburg The history of
the RSC Women's Group Gale Edwards' production of The Taming of the Shrew She reveals that no
performance of Shakespeare is able to bring the plays to life or to realise the playwright's intentions
without shaping them to mirror our own assumptions. By examining the ideological implications of
performance practices, this book will help all interested in Shakespeare's plays to explore what it
means to study them in performance.
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Patricia Shaw Fairman, 2000
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lady macbeth character analysis: Shakespeare as a Dramatic Artist. A Popular
Illustration of the Principles of Scientific Criticism Richard G. Moulton, 2023-10-21 Richard G.
Moulton's 'Shakespeare as a Dramatic Artist' delves into the complex principles of scientific criticism
through the lens of Shakespeare's work. Moulton carefully dissects the dramatic elements in
Shakespeare's plays, illustrating how the Bard masterfully crafted his characters, plots, and themes.
The book provides a scholarly analysis of Shakespeare's literary style, exploring how his use of
language and dramatic techniques has influenced the world of literature. Moulton's insightful
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