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Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar: A Meaningful Countdown to Christmas

journey to bethlehem advent calendar is more than just a festive countdown; it’s a beautiful way
to engage with the story of Christmas and immerse yourself and your family in the spirit of the
season. Unlike traditional advent calendars that simply reveal chocolates or small trinkets, a journey
to Bethlehem advent calendar invites you on a spiritual and educational path that reflects the
anticipation and wonder of the Nativity story. This unique approach adds depth and meaning to the
days leading up to Christmas, making the holiday season more memorable and heartfelt.

What Is a Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar?

At its core, a journey to Bethlehem advent calendar is designed around the theme of Mary and
Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born. Each day of December, leading up to Christmas
Eve, reveals a part of the story or an activity that brings the Nativity narrative to life. This might
include small figurines, story cards, or even interactive experiences that encourage reflection on the
biblical account.

Unlike standard advent calendars that focus primarily on treats, this type of calendar blends
storytelling with faith, tradition, and sometimes hands-on crafts or prayers. It’s a wonderful tool for
families who want to keep the true meaning of Christmas at the forefront of their holiday celebrations.

How Does It Differ from Traditional Advent Calendars?

Traditional advent calendars often focus on counting down the days through chocolates, toys, or
festive images. While these are fun and help build excitement, they can sometimes lose the spiritual
significance of the season. The journey to Bethlehem advent calendar, however, emphasizes the
anticipation and pilgrimage aspect of Mary and Joseph’s story, encouraging reflection on themes like
hope, faith, and preparation.

Instead of merely opening a door to find a sweet treat, children and adults alike can engage with the
story through:

- Storybook readings or scripture verses
- Small Nativity figurines that build up the scene day by day
- Craft activities related to the journey or the manger
- Prayer prompts or moments of gratitude

This layered approach helps deepen understanding and fosters a sense of connection to the
Christmas story.



The Importance of the Journey to Bethlehem Theme

The journey Mary and Joseph took to Bethlehem is a powerful narrative about trust, perseverance,
and divine purpose. Integrating this theme into an advent calendar encourages families to reflect on
these values during the often hectic holiday season.

Encouraging Reflection and Patience

In our fast-paced world, the journey to Bethlehem advent calendar serves as a gentle reminder to
slow down and savor the season’s meaning. Each day’s activity or story segment promotes patience
and anticipation, mirroring the original journey’s challenges and hope.

This process can be especially impactful for children, teaching them that waiting can be meaningful
and that the best things often come after thoughtful preparation.

Connecting Tradition and Faith

For many, Christmas is not only about celebration but also about honoring traditions that have
spiritual roots. The journey to Bethlehem advent calendar connects modern families to centuries-old
Christian customs, allowing faith to be a living part of the holiday.

By following Mary and Joseph’s path, families can experience the Nativity story in a fresh and
interactive way, strengthening their understanding and appreciation of their beliefs.

Choosing the Right Journey to Bethlehem Advent
Calendar

With various options available on the market, selecting the perfect journey to Bethlehem advent
calendar can feel overwhelming. Here are some tips to help you find one that suits your family’s
needs and preferences:

Consider the Material and Design

Some advent calendars feature wooden figures or handcrafted items, which are durable and can be
treasured year after year. Others use paper, cardboard, or fabric, which might be more budget-
friendly but less lasting.

Think about whether you want a calendar that can be reused annually or one that offers a unique
experience each year. The design should also appeal visually and thematically, helping to create a
warm and inviting atmosphere.



Look for Interactive Elements

Calendars that include small activities, prayers, or discussion prompts can enrich the experience.
These components encourage family participation and deepen the engagement with the story.

Age Appropriateness

If you’re purchasing for young children, opt for calendars with simple, colorful illustrations and easy-
to-understand text. For older kids or adults, more detailed story segments or reflective prompts might
be appreciated.

Incorporating the Journey to Bethlehem Advent
Calendar Into Your Holiday Traditions

Integrating this special advent calendar into your family’s routine can create cherished memories and
meaningful moments during the festive season.

Set a Dedicated Time Each Day

Choose a consistent time—perhaps after dinner or before bedtime—to open that day’s calendar door
or reveal the new figurine. This ritual helps build anticipation and provides a calm moment to gather
together.

Combine With Storytelling and Music

Enhance the experience by reading the Nativity story aloud or playing traditional Christmas carols
that relate to the journey of Mary and Joseph. This multisensory approach makes the story come alive
in the home.

Create a Nativity Display

As you progress through the advent calendar, arrange the figurines or items to build a Nativity scene.
Watching the scene grow day by day can be a visual and tangible reminder of the Christmas story
unfolding.

DIY Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar Ideas

If you enjoy crafts, making your own journey to Bethlehem advent calendar can be a rewarding



project. It allows you to personalize the experience and tailor it to your family’s interests.

Materials You Might Need

Small boxes or envelopes to hold daily surprises

Printouts or hand-written story cards

Miniature Nativity figures or symbols

Craft supplies such as glue, paint, and markers

String or ribbon to hang or arrange the calendar

Steps to Create Your Calendar

Plan the story segments or activities for each day leading to Christmas.1.

Prepare small gifts, figurines, or notes that correspond to the story.2.

Decorate your boxes or envelopes with festive designs.3.

Arrange them in a sequence that guides your family through the journey.4.

Include a daily reading or prayer to accompany each reveal.5.

This hands-on approach encourages creativity and offers a unique way to engage with the Advent
season.

Why the Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar
Resonates Today

In an age dominated by commercialism and fast-paced celebrations, the journey to Bethlehem advent
calendar offers a refreshing alternative that centers on meaning and spiritual reflection. It encourages
families to pause and consider themes of hope, faith, and love—the very essence of Christmas.

Moreover, it fosters togetherness through shared storytelling and traditions, helping to build lasting
bonds and memories. Whether you’re looking to deepen your family’s holiday experience or seeking a
thoughtful gift for loved ones, this advent calendar presents an inspiring way to celebrate the season.



Embracing the journey to Bethlehem through an advent calendar is a beautiful invitation to
experience Christmas not just as a day of gifts, but as a season rich with story, meaning, and joy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar?
A Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar is a special countdown calendar used during the Advent
season that helps families and individuals follow the story of Mary and Joseph's journey to Bethlehem,
often including daily scripture readings, activities, or small gifts related to the Nativity story.

How does the Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar differ
from traditional Advent calendars?
Unlike traditional Advent calendars that typically focus on counting down the days to Christmas with
chocolates or small toys, the Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar emphasizes the biblical story of
Jesus' birth, encouraging reflection, prayer, and reenactment of Mary and Joseph's trip to Bethlehem.

Can the Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar be used for
children?
Yes, the Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar is designed to be family-friendly and can be used with
children to help them understand the Nativity story through interactive activities, storytelling, and
daily devotionals.

Where can I purchase a Journey to Bethlehem Advent
Calendar?
Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendars are available at many Christian bookstores, online retailers
such as Amazon, and specialty religious shops, especially during the Advent season leading up to
Christmas.

Are there digital versions of the Journey to Bethlehem Advent
Calendar?
Yes, some organizations and churches offer digital or printable versions of the Journey to Bethlehem
Advent Calendar, which include daily emails, app-based activities, or downloadable materials to guide
families through the Advent journey.

Additional Resources
Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar: A Reflective Exploration of Tradition and Faith

journey to bethlehem advent calendar represents a distinctive way to engage with the Advent



season, blending the anticipation of Christmas with a thoughtful retelling of the Nativity story. Unlike
conventional chocolate-filled calendars, the journey to Bethlehem advent calendar offers a spiritual
and educational experience, inviting families and individuals to reflect on the historical and religious
significance of the holiday. This article delves into the nuances of this unique advent calendar,
examining its design, symbolism, and growing popularity in contemporary Christian households.

Understanding the Journey to Bethlehem Advent
Calendar

At its core, the journey to Bethlehem advent calendar is a thematic representation of the biblical
pilgrimage of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem before the birth of Jesus. Traditionally, advent calendars
mark the days from December 1st to Christmas Eve, allowing users to open a small door or window
each day. The journey to Bethlehem calendar differentiates itself by focusing on the narrative rather
than mere countdown; it often features figures, scenes, or story segments that collectively illustrate
the Nativity.

This calendar type appeals particularly to those seeking a deeper connection to the Advent season
beyond commercialized festivities. By incorporating scripture passages, historical context, or symbolic
artifacts, it fosters a contemplative atmosphere that aligns with the spiritual preparation for
Christmas.

Design and Features

Journey to Bethlehem advent calendars come in various formats, including wooden sets, paper-based
foldouts, or interactive digital versions. A common feature is the inclusion of movable figurines or
tokens representing characters from the Nativity story—Mary, Joseph, shepherds, angels, and
animals. Each day’s compartment reveals a new element of the journey, allowing participants to
gradually assemble a model of the Bethlehem scene.

Many calendars also integrate educational components, such as:

Daily scripture verses recounting the Nativity story

Historical facts about Bethlehem and first-century Judea

Reflection prompts encouraging personal contemplation

Prayer guides aligned with the Advent themes of hope, peace, joy, and love

This blend of storytelling and interactive play makes the journey to Bethlehem calendar suitable for
all ages, particularly families with children who benefit from tactile learning experiences.



Comparative Analysis: Journey to Bethlehem vs. Traditional
Advent Calendars

While traditional advent calendars are primarily commercial products featuring chocolates, toys, or
seasonal imagery, the journey to Bethlehem version offers a more meaningful engagement. The
following comparison highlights the key differences:

Aspect Traditional Advent Calendar Journey to Bethlehem Advent Calendar

Purpose Countdown to Christmas with treats
or gifts

Spiritual reflection and story reenactment

Content Chocolate, toys, or generic holiday
symbols

Biblical characters, scripture, and nativity
scenes

Engagement Passive (opening doors to receive
items)

Active (assembling scenes, reading,
reflecting)

Target Audience General consumer market Faith-based families and individuals

This distinction underscores why the journey to Bethlehem advent calendar is gaining traction in
Christian communities aiming to preserve the religious essence of the holiday amid widespread
commercialization.

Historical and Cultural Significance

The journey to Bethlehem concept is rooted in longstanding Christian traditions commemorating the
Nativity. Historically, reenactments of Mary and Joseph’s journey have been part of Christmas
customs, especially in European countries where “Living Nativity” scenes are common during Advent.
Translating this practice into an advent calendar format reflects an innovative adaptation that
combines storytelling with daily ritual.

Moreover, the calendar serves as a pedagogical tool, linking scripture with tangible representations.
For children growing up in digital environments, this physical interaction provides a memorable way
to internalize the story of Jesus' birth and its theological implications.

Modern Adaptations and Trends

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in faith-based Advent calendars that
emphasize narrative and reflection. The journey to Bethlehem advent calendar fits into this trend,
often produced by Christian artisans, nonprofit organizations, or religious publishers.

Some modern versions incorporate eco-friendly materials, such as sustainably sourced wood or
recycled paper, aligning with broader ethical concerns. Digital apps have also emerged, offering
virtual journeys to Bethlehem with multimedia content, including music, videos, and interactive



quizzes.

These adaptations reflect evolving consumer preferences while maintaining the core intent: to
deepen spiritual engagement during Advent.

Pros and Cons of Journey to Bethlehem Advent
Calendars

Engaging with a journey to Bethlehem advent calendar has distinct advantages, but it also presents
certain limitations to consider.

Advantages

Educational Value: Provides historical and biblical context, enriching users’ understanding of
Christmas origins.

Family Bonding: Encourages shared activities and discussions, fostering meaningful family
traditions.

Spiritual Depth: Offers a focused reflection on Advent themes, enhancing religious
observance.

Reusable and Sustainable: Many are designed for repeated use year after year, reducing
waste compared to disposable calendars.

Limitations

Cost: Higher quality or handcrafted calendars may be pricier than commercial chocolate
calendars.

Time Commitment: Requires daily interaction and possibly reading or discussion, which may
not suit all lifestyles.

Accessibility: Less widely available in mainstream retail outlets, often requiring purchase from
specialized vendors or online.

Understanding these factors can help potential buyers decide whether the journey to Bethlehem
advent calendar aligns with their expectations and Advent practices.



The Journey Ahead: Incorporating the Calendar into
Contemporary Celebrations

For families and individuals seeking to infuse their holiday season with intentionality, the journey to
Bethlehem advent calendar offers a compelling option. Its ability to transform the countdown to
Christmas into a meaningful pilgrimage resonates with those valuing tradition and faith.

Incorporating this calendar can become a cherished ritual, inviting participants to pause amid the
busyness of the season. Whether in a quiet moment of prayer or a lively family gathering, the
unfolding story of Bethlehem creates a shared spiritual journey.

As awareness grows and more creative formats emerge, the journey to Bethlehem advent calendar is
poised to become a staple in Advent observances—bridging ancient narrative with contemporary
practice in a way that honors both history and hope.

Journey To Bethlehem Advent Calendar

Find other PDF articles:
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-084/Book?ID=tbM81-3325&title=going-to-meet-the-man-baldwin.pdf

  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Walking to Bethlehem Fay Rowland, 2019-10-28
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frank, this is a journey you are invited along.Travel from BC to AD with seeing, hearing and doing to
focus your mind on the road to Bethlehem. Fun and devotional, practical and creative. In a light-
hearted way, Fay brings the emotions and feelings of the characters in the bible stories to life. In the
'To Think About' sections, she helps us to imagine what was going on through modern eyes.Take a
turn off from the Motorway Madness that is the rush to Christmas.You have made the trek before,
but not in this way. Travel at your own pace, ponder, reflect and create, as you rediscover the walk
to Bethlehem.This book will help you to think about familiar stories differently and put some well-
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classic hymns and passages at Christmas. While these works have stood the test of time, believers
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Bethlehem presents an insightful selection of Christmas classics from the greatest English and
American poets to important historical church figures such as Augustine, Luther, Calvin, and
Spurgeon. Ideal for reading during the month of December, yet applicable for use year-round, each
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passage is edifying and stylistically satisfying. Readers will experience a new fondness for these
classic works as they meditate on the mystery of Christ's incarnation. 30-Day Christmas Anthology:
Each daily reading guides readers through the month of December Features Classic Christian
Works: Writings by historical church figures, including Augustine, Luther, Calvin, and Spurgeon
Written by Leland Ryken: Literary expert and author or editor of over 60 books including The Soul in
Paraphrase and The Heart in Pilgrimage Offers a Fresh Perspective: Examines classic works from a
literary perspective to provide Christians with new insights
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Countdown To Christmas Lucille Mewhorter, 1997-06
Here is a creative way to introduce ADVENT to your congregation. The program involves youth of
any age. Very little preparation time is required. Scripture, tradition, and the lighting of the Advent
wreath are combined to provide an enlightening, inspiring worship program. Author Lucille
Mewhorter searched for an Advent program to use in her small church. She wanted one that would
include young people up through high school age. And with the busy schedules that most people
endure, it had to be a program that required very little rehearsal. When she could not find an Advent
program, she decided to write one. It went over big in her home church. Lucille Mewhorter is a
widow with an adopted daughter, a step-daughter, six grandchildren, and eleven great-
grandchildren. Now retired, she has been a homemaker, a photographer, and a deputy in the
Probate Court.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Together for a Season - Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany Gillian Ambrose, Peter Craig-Wild, Diane Craven, Mary Hawes, 2006-09 Offers a rich array
of creative all-age material designed to bring to life the Common Worship liturgy for Advent,
Christmas and Epiphany.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Matzo's Journey Kevin, 2018-09-07 Matzo’s Journey
is a 25-chapter Advent story that retells the Christmas tale through the eyes of Matzo, Mary’s pet
mouse. When he finds out that Mary is going to have a very special baby, he enlists the help of his
friend, Tabitha the turtledove. Together, they do everything they can to see that Mary and Joseph
are ready for this great event. But with the trouble that comes from the big, cruel Roman soldiers in
Nazareth and two mean, ugly cats named Festus and Horatio, can the animals really believe that
with God nothing is impossible?
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: An Advent Book of Days Gregory K. Cameron,
2021-08-20 An Advent Book of Days tells the stories of all the characters and creatures that make up
the Christmas story, with daily prayers and reflections based on their experiences. Fully illustrated
in colour, this rich seasonal companion combines the bible, history, art and legend to explore the
story of the incarnation. For each day of Advent, we meet a character caught up in the drama of the
nativity, from the archangel Gabriel to the ox and ass in the stable. We discover what their portrayal
in scripture reveals about them, how they have been understood in history, what folk legends have
accrued around them, and what their stories offer for faith and devotion today. This is a book to
engage all the senses and the imagination, to be enjoyed slowly and to shed new light on the most
famous and familiar story of all.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Advent and Christmas in a Catholic Home Helen
McLaughlin, 2019-09-22 This book contains a collection of traditional customs for celebrating
Advent and Christmas. It is a great resource for prayers, recipes, songs, and more.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Advent Reflections: A Christian Journey of Hope
and Preparation Barrett Chavez, 2024-10-26 Each reflection delves into the profound meaning
behind the season of Advent, focusing on themes of waiting, anticipation, and joyful expectation for
the birth of Christ. Through insightful readings and thought-provoking prompts, this book offers a
transformative experience of drawing closer to God and preparing our hearts for the coming of
Christ. Throughout the pages of this book, readers will explore the significance of Advent as a time
of spiritual preparation and renewal. From the symbolism of the Advent wreath to the origins of
Advent traditions, each chapter illuminates the rich layers of meaning embedded in this sacred
season. Reflective prayers and meditations guide readers in deepening their connection to God and



cultivating a sense of hope and anticipation as they journey towards Christmas. Drawing on the
wisdom of scripture and the teachings of the Church, Advent Reflectionsoffers a guide for
individuals, families, and communities to center their celebrations on the true meaning of Christmas.
In a world filled with distractions and busyness, this book provides a space for quiet contemplation
and reflection, allowing readers to slow down and focus on the spiritual significance of the season.
As readers engage with the daily reflections, they are invited to explore the themes of love, peace,
joy, and hope that are central to the Advent season. Through Scripture passages, reflections, and
prayers, readers are encouraged to embrace a spirit of humility and gratitude, opening their hearts
to receive the incredible gift of God's presence in their lives. Ultimately, Advent Reflectionsserves as
a companion for individuals seeking to deepen their faith and draw closer to God during the season
of Advent.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: ThirdWay , 2000-10 Monthly current affairs magazine
from a Christian perspective with a focus on politics, society, economics and culture.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2013 Deborah
Westbrook, 2013-08-06 The season of Advent provides an opportunity for spiritual renewal for
followers of Christ. But often what happens is that we get so caught up in the hurry and rush, the
hustle and bustle, the frantic pace of the season that we emerge more spiritually exhausted than
refreshed, more disillusioned than inspired to face the coming of a new year. We may have tried so
hard to enjoy the holiday season, to recapture a sense of wonder and mystery, only to end up asking,
“Is that all there is?” The purpose of Advent, A Calendar of Devotions 2013 is to help you focus on
the things that truly matter during this busy season, so that you can experience spiritual renewal.
Advent, A Calendar of Devotions 2013 is a booklet of daily devotions for the season of Advent (the
four weeks before Christmas) that helps you step back from the bustle and stress of the season and
prepare your heart and mind to rejoice in God's loving gift, Jesus Christ. Each daily devotion
includes a recommended Scripture reading, a Bible verse, an inspiring message, and an uplifting
prayer.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: The Christmas Almanack Gerard Del Re, Patricia
Del Re, 2004 From saying Merry Christmas! in 30 languages to cooking Christmas pudding, this is
the ultimate keepsake volume with all the holiday essentials: recipes, sheet music, decorating tips,
international traditions, poems, and more.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Journey Into the Heart of God Philip H.
Pfatteicher, 2013-10 Using the riches of traditional liturgical texts and classic hymns, together with
the role of the natural world, this book examines the living reality of the liturgical year.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Christianity Teacher's Resource Ruth Holmwood,
1996-11 An overview of the Christian religion, including its history scriptures, ceremonies, and
customs.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Teaching and Celebrating the Christian , This
spiritually enriching resource helps pastors, worship leaders, and Christian educators to understand
and incorporate into the life of the church the symbols, colors, and practices of the church year. For
each season and special day, Halverson explains its history and significance and suggests ways to
teach and celebrate these special times.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: The Year and Our Children Mary Newland,
2007-06-15 Celebrate the Faith with your kids — all year round! For over half a century, Catholic
families have treasured the practical piety and homespun wisdom of Mary Reed Newland's classic of
domestic spirituality, The Year and Our Children. With this new edition, no longer will you have to
search for worn, dusty copies to enjoy Newland's faithful insights, gentle lessons, and delightful
stories. They're all here, and ready to be shared with your family or homeschooling group. Here, too,
you'll find all the prayers, crafts, family activities, litanies, and recipes that will help make your
children ever-mindful of the beautiful rhythm of the Church calendar. Learn how to make an Advent
wreath — and how to make it more than just a pretty ornament. Teach your children about the real
Santa (the one who was a bishop) and how to celebrate all twelve days of Christmas, giving them a



holy wonder that will continue long after all the presents have been opened and the wrapping
thrown away. When Lent comes, read Newland's simple secrets to helping your kids embrace their
sacrifices with enthusiasm. Then, let her show you how to make your home a place where Holy Week
and Easter are duly treated as the highest, holiest days of all the year. She'll teach you ways to
reclaim All Souls' and All Saints' from the popular occultism of modern Halloween. She'll also show
you why Church tradition accords special meaning to certain foods, colors, and symbols, and how
these add to the incarnational character of Catholic spirituality — allowing children to experience
the Faith through sight, smell, touch, and taste. Mary Reed Newland wrote numerous beloved books
for Catholic families, but The Year and Our Children is her undisputed masterpiece. Read it, cherish
it, share it, put it into practice — and give your kids the gift of a fully lived faith, every day and in
every season.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: Church Beyond Walls Martin Poole, 2023-06-30
Church Beyond Walls tells inspiring, informative and occasionally funny stories of how a group of
people took Christian spirituality outside of church buildings to engage a world increasingly
uninterested in religion, God and faith. From imaginative and wide-ranging experiments, it draws
out principles to inspire local churches to express their faith in their communities, and it shares
liturgical and other resources developed for these occasions. Based in Brighton and known as
BEYOND, for over ten years this group of dreamers, artists and provocateurs have experimented
with public art, created light shows and walking meditations, partnered with retailers to create
spiritual shop window trails, celebrated the festivals of the church in secular spaces, used folk
traditions and more to introduce people to the Christian faith. Their goal and the aim of this book is
to help local churches create opportunities for epiphanies: moments when the divine can break into
human experience.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: The Holistic Pine: Volume 1, Issue 2 Writers' Kalam,
An international monthly lifestyle journal from Writers' Kalam.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: A Christmas Present Advent Readings from the
Sermons of Rev. Dr. Henry Dobbs Pope Rhonda Broyles, 2017-11-26 In the birth of Jesus Christ, God
is overcoming all impossibilities to get to us, to reach us, to draw us into the closest possible
relationship of love. Even if we cannot accept it, if it is stretching our minds too far to believe it, we
do not change the event, only cut ourselves off from one avenue of grace with which God seeks to
reach us. In this A Christmas Present Advent journey, read the words of Henry Dobbs Pope as he
speaks to the mystery of Christmas that takes hold of us, the words, the stories, the songs that stir
up something in us, and the silence that whispers hope to our deepest desires of love at the core of
our being.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: The Journey of the Magi Richard C. Trexler,
2014-07-14 Matthew's Gospel reveals little about the three wealthy visitors said to have presented
gifts to the infant Jesus. Yet hundreds of generations of Christians have embellished that image of
the Three Kings or Magi for a myriad of social and political as well as spiritual purposes. Here
Richard Trexler closely examines how this story has been interpreted and used throughout the
centuries. Biblically, the Journey of the Magi presents a positive image of worldly power, depicting
the faithful in progress toward their God and conveying the importance of the gift-giving laity as
legitimators of their deity. With this in mind, Trexler explains in particular how Western societies
have molded the story to describe and augment their own power--before the infant God and among
themselves. The author demonstrates how the magi as a group functioned in Christian society. For
example, magi plays, processions, and images taught people how to pray and behave in reverential
contexts; they featured monarchs and heads of republics who enacted the roles of the magi to
legitimate their rule; and they constrained native Americans to fall in line behind the magi to instill
in them loyalty toward the European world order. However, Trexler also shows these philosopher-
kings as competitive among each other, as were groups of different ages, races, and genders in
society at large. Originally modeled on representations of the Roman triumphs, the magi have
reached the present day as street children wearing crowns of cardboard, proving again the



universality of the image for constructing, reinforcing, and even challenging a social hierarchy.
Originally published in 1997. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  journey to bethlehem advent calendar: The Living Church , 1996-07
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