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The Enduring Legacy of *The Glory Field* by Walter Dean Myers

the glory field by walter dean myers is a powerful and evocative novel that weaves
together the rich tapestry of African American history through the eyes of one family. This
multi-generational story not only captivates readers with its compelling narrative but also
provides an insightful look into the struggles, resilience, and triumphs of black Americans
from slavery to the modern era. Walter Dean Myers, renowned for his poignant
storytelling and dedication to representing African American experiences, delivers a work
that is both educational and deeply moving.

Understanding the Heart of *The Glory Field* by
Walter Dean Myers

At its core, *The Glory Field* is a historical novel that follows the Lewis family across
several generations. The story begins in the antebellum South and spans through
significant periods such as the Civil War, Reconstruction, the Great Migration, and the
civil rights movement. Walter Dean Myers uses this family’s journey to illuminate the
broader African American experience, showing how history shapes identity and heritage.

The Significance of the Title

The title, *The Glory Field*, refers to the family’s ancestral land, a metaphorical and literal
“field” that represents heritage, struggle, and hope. This land is not just a plot of earth but
a symbol of the family's enduring connection to their past despite the hardships they face.
It embodies the glory of survival and the promise of future generations, making it a
poignant centerpiece in the novel.

Historical Context and Themes Explored

Walter Dean Myers masterfully incorporates historical events and cultural shifts into the
narrative, making *The Glory Field* a rich educational tool. The novel touches on themes
that resonate deeply with readers, particularly those interested in African American
history and literature.

Slavery and Its Impact

The story begins in the late 18th century, depicting the brutal reality of slavery. Through
the first generation of the Lewis family, readers gain insight into the dehumanizing
aspects of slavery and the strength required to endure it. Myers does not shy away from



the harsh truths but balances them with moments of hope and resistance.

Family, Legacy, and Identity

One of the most compelling aspects of *The Glory Field* is its focus on family bonds and
legacy. Each chapter is narrated by a different family member, offering multiple
perspectives and voices. This narrative technique helps readers understand how identity is
shaped over time and through shared history.

Freedom and the Fight for Civil Rights

As the story progresses, it highlights pivotal moments such as the Emancipation
Proclamation, the Great Migration, and the civil rights movement. These historical
markers serve as backdrops for the family’s evolving struggles and victories, illustrating
the ongoing quest for equality and justice.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Walter Dean Myers is celebrated for his ability to create authentic, relatable characters,
and *The Glory Field* is no exception. The novel’s structure, which spans centuries and
perspectives, allows for deep character exploration.

Multi-Generational Storytelling

Each chapter is told by a different member of the Lewis family, from ancestors who were
enslaved to descendants living in the 20th century. This approach not only enriches the
narrative but also emphasizes the continuity of experience and the passing down of stories
and values.

Language and Voice

The novel uses a variety of voices that reflect the time period and personal background of
each narrator. This diversity in language and tone adds authenticity and helps readers
immerse themselves in the story’s historical periods.

Why *The Glory Field* by Walter Dean Myers
Remains Relevant Today



Despite being set across historical periods, *The Glory Field* addresses themes that
continue to resonate in contemporary society. Its exploration of racial identity, systemic
oppression, and the power of family legacy makes it a timeless read.

Educational Value in Schools

Many educators include *The Glory Field* in their curriculum because it offers a
comprehensive look at African American history through engaging storytelling. It’s a
valuable resource for teaching students about the complexities of history, culture, and
race relations in America.

Encouraging Empathy and Understanding

Walter Dean Myers’ novel invites readers to walk in the shoes of the Lewis family,
fostering empathy and a deeper understanding of the African American experience. This is
especially important in today’s world, where discussions about race and history are
essential.

Tips for Readers and Educators Exploring *The
Glory Field*

Whether you’re a reader diving into *The Glory Field* for the first time or an educator
planning lessons around it, there are ways to enhance your experience and engagement
with the text.

Research the Historical Periods: Supplement your reading with historical context
about slavery, Reconstruction, and the civil rights movement to better understand
the setting.

Discuss Family and Heritage: Use the novel to spark conversations about your
own family history and how it shapes identity.

Explore Character Perspectives: Analyze how each narrator’s viewpoint adds
depth to the story and reflects different historical realities.

Connect Themes to Current Events: Draw parallels between the struggles in the
book and ongoing issues related to race and equality today.



The Artistic and Cultural Impact of Walter Dean
Myers’ Work

Walter Dean Myers has long been a pivotal figure in young adult literature, and *The Glory
Field* exemplifies his commitment to telling stories that matter. His works often highlight
voices that have been historically marginalized, and this novel is no exception.

Championing African American Narratives

By focusing on the Lewis family and their experiences, Myers contributes to a broader
movement to recognize and celebrate African American history in literature. His
storytelling honors the resilience and complexity of black lives in America.

Inspiration for Future Writers and Readers

*The Glory Field* serves as an inspiration for young readers and writers alike,
encouraging them to explore their own stories and histories. Myers’ accessible yet
profound prose makes the book a gateway to understanding history through personal
narrative.

The journey of the Lewis family in *The Glory Field* by Walter Dean Myers remains a
testament to the enduring spirit of a people and the power of storytelling. Through vivid
characters and a sweeping historical lens, Myers invites us to reflect on the past,
understand the present, and hope for a better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Glory Field' by Walter
Dean Myers?
'The Glory Field' explores themes of family legacy, resilience, and the African American
experience through multiple generations, highlighting the struggle for freedom and
identity.

How does Walter Dean Myers structure the narrative in
'The Glory Field'?
The narrative is structured as a series of interconnected stories spanning several
generations of a family, each set in different historical periods, showing the evolution of
their lives and challenges.



Who are the central characters in 'The Glory Field'?
The central characters are members of an African American family, starting from an
enslaved ancestor named Kunta Kinte and following his descendants through various eras.

What historical periods are covered in 'The Glory Field'?
'The Glory Field' covers several key periods in American history, including slavery, the
Civil War, Reconstruction, the Great Migration, and the Civil Rights Movement.

How does 'The Glory Field' address the legacy of
slavery?
The book addresses the legacy of slavery by depicting the enduring impact it has on the
family’s identity, struggles for freedom, and their ongoing fight for equality and justice.

What role does the concept of land or 'the glory field'
play in the story?
The 'glory field' represents the family’s ancestral land and symbolizes hope, heritage, and
the connection between past and future generations.

How is the theme of resilience portrayed in 'The Glory
Field'?
Resilience is portrayed through the family's perseverance despite hardships such as
slavery, discrimination, and social injustice, showing their determination to survive and
thrive.

Why is 'The Glory Field' considered important in African
American literature?
'The Glory Field' is important because it provides a multi-generational perspective on
African American history and identity, educating readers about the struggles and
achievements of Black Americans.

What message does Walter Dean Myers convey through
'The Glory Field'?
Myers conveys a message of hope, strength, and the importance of remembering and
honoring one's heritage to understand and shape the future.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy of *The Glory Field* by Walter Dean Myers: A Historical and Literary
Exploration



the glory field by walter dean myers stands as a poignant narrative that traverses
generations of an African American family from slavery to the civil rights movement. This
novel, rich in historical context and emotional depth, offers readers an immersive
experience into the struggles and resilience of Black Americans through a uniquely
personal lens. Walter Dean Myers, a celebrated author known for his compelling
storytelling and dedication to African American history, crafts a multi-generational saga
that not only educates but also profoundly moves its audience.

In-depth Analysis of The Glory Field by Walter
Dean Myers

Walter Dean Myers’ *The Glory Field* is a compelling work that intertwines history and
fiction, using the framework of a family’s heritage to explore broader themes of
oppression, identity, and perseverance. The novel spans nearly two centuries, beginning in
the early 18th century with the enslavement of the family’s ancestors and culminating in
the 1960s during the civil rights era. This sweeping timeline allows Myers to depict the
evolution of African American life in America with authenticity and nuance.

What sets *The Glory Field* apart is its structural approach. The narrative is divided into
different time periods, each chapter focusing on a descendant of the family and their
unique challenges and triumphs. This episodic structure not only highlights the continuity
of the family's legacy but also reflects the enduring impact of history on personal identity.
The title itself, “The Glory Field,” metaphorically represents the family's land and
heritage—an emblem of both suffering and hope.

Historical Context and Its Significance

One of the standout features of *The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers* is its meticulous
attention to historical detail. By embedding real historical events and social conditions into
the storyline, Myers educates readers about the harsh realities of slavery, the
Reconstruction era, the Great Migration, and the fight for civil rights. This historical
anchoring enhances the novel’s credibility and enriches the reader’s understanding of
African American experiences across centuries.

For example, the earliest chapters depict the brutal life on a Southern plantation,
emphasizing the dehumanizing aspects of slavery. Later sections navigate the complexities
of emancipation, segregation, and systemic racism. By presenting these periods through
the eyes of different family members, Myers offers a layered perspective that captures
personal and collective struggles.

Character Development and Family Legacy

The characters in *The Glory Field* are portrayed with depth and complexity, each
embodying different facets of African American history and culture. Myers’ skill in



character development ensures that readers connect emotionally with the protagonists,
making historical events feel immediate and personal rather than abstract.

The family’s land, the “glory field,” acts as a symbolic anchor throughout the novel. It
represents legacy, resistance, and the possibility of reclaiming dignity. The recurring motif
of land ownership and connection to place underscores the importance of heritage and the
fight for autonomy in African American history.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary Merits

When compared to other historical novels that address African American history, *The
Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers* holds a distinctive place due to its intergenerational
narrative style and focus on family heritage. Unlike singular biographies or linear
historical accounts, Myers’ novel allows readers to witness the evolution of societal
conditions and family dynamics over time.

Moreover, the book’s language and tone strike a careful balance between accessibility and
literary richness, making it suitable for both young adult and adult readers. The episodic
format and vivid storytelling draw parallels with works like Alex Haley’s *Roots*, yet
Myers’ emphasis on the symbolism of land and the cyclical nature of history gives *The
Glory Field* a unique voice.

Pros and Cons of The Glory Field’s Approach

Pros:

Comprehensive historical coverage across multiple eras.

Strong emotional connection through character-driven stories.

Clear and engaging prose suitable for educational settings.

Effective use of symbolism and recurring motifs.

Cons:

The episodic structure may interrupt narrative flow for some readers seeking a
continuous storyline.

Some chapters may feel condensed, leaving readers wanting more detailed
exploration of certain time periods.



Relevance and Impact in Contemporary Literature

*The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers* remains a significant contribution to
contemporary African American literature and educational curricula. Its capacity to
humanize history through personal stories makes it a valuable resource for teaching about
slavery, racial injustice, and resilience. The novel’s themes resonate strongly in today’s
discussions about race and identity, encouraging readers to reflect on the legacies of the
past and their implications for the present.

Furthermore, Myers’ work complements the growing body of literature aimed at young
readers that seeks to diversify perspectives and foster empathy. By combining historical
accuracy with narrative empathy, *The Glory Field* helps bridge gaps in understanding
and promotes a more inclusive view of American history.

The Novel’s Place in Walter Dean Myers’ Oeuvre

Walter Dean Myers is renowned for his dedication to telling stories that highlight African
American experiences, particularly those of youth. *The Glory Field* fits within this
broader mission, showcasing Myers’ ability to handle complex historical themes with
sensitivity and insight. Compared to his other works, which often focus on contemporary
urban settings, this novel demonstrates his versatility and commitment to illuminating the
past.

His literary legacy is marked by a consistent focus on empowerment through storytelling,
and *The Glory Field* exemplifies this by tracing how the strength of one family’s history
can inspire future generations.

---

In exploring *The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers*, readers gain not only a historical
education but also a profound appreciation for the resilience embedded within African
American heritage. The novel’s interwoven narratives, rich symbolism, and emotional
depth create a tapestry that honors both the pain and the triumphs of the past, inviting
ongoing reflection and dialogue.
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  the glory field by walter dean myers: The Glory Field Walter Dean Myers, 2020-10-06 An
exciting, eye-catching repackage of acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers' bestselling paperbacks, to
coincide with the publication of SUNRISE OVER FALLUJA in hardcover. Those shackles didn't rob us
of being black, son, they robbed us of being human. This is the story of one family. A family whose
history saw its first ancestor captured, shackled, and brought to this country from Africa. A family
who can still see remnants of the shackles that held some of its members captive -- even today. It is a
story of pride, determination, struggle, and love. And of the piece of the land that holds them
together throughout it all.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's "The Glory
Field" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's The Glory Field,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Study Guide , 2001
  the glory field by walter dean myers: A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's "The Glory
Field" Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's The Glory Field,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-01-24
Walter Dean Myers, preeminent author of teen fiction biography and verse, refines the image of
black characters that are frequently trivialized or vilified in juvenile literature, advertising,
television, and film. From his saga The Glory Field to his novel The Young Landlords, Myers's canon
surveys the complex realm of the teen years as colliding settings in home, school, and the street.
This volume introduces readers to both the writer and his work, with an emphasis on the characters,
dates, events, motifs, and themes from the books. Myers's 101 A-to-Z entries offer concise, analytical
discussion on all topics and include generous citations from primary and secondary sources. Each
entry concludes with a selected bibliography on such subjects as segregation, Malcolm X, urbanism,
writing, metafiction, drugs and alcohol, slavery, and the Vietnam War. Appendices offer a timeline of
historical events in Myers's writings and forty topics for group or individual projects, oral analysis,
background material, and theme development. A map of Harlem (where many of the stories are set),
genealogical diagrams for characters, and an author chronology contribute to a comprehensive
presentation.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Denise M. Jordan, 2013-01-01
Walter Dean Myers tells it like it is in his award-winning novels about urban teenagers with real
problems. With humor and a keen ear for dialogue, Myers creates characters that speak directly to
today's teens. As a young reader, Myers could not find books about African-American boys like
himself. Drawing upon his own struggles and experiences, he has filled that literary gap with
fascinating novels filled with realistic stories that appeal to readers of all backgrounds and cultures.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Amy Sickels, 2009 Walter Dean
Myers published his first book in 1969, a picture book called Where Does The Day Go? Since then,
he has published more than 80 books, including novels, biographies, poetry, fables, and adventure
stories. One of today's most renowned you
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Children's Literature Barbara Stoodt, 1996
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Kaye Gibbons Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-01-24 With
novels like Ellen Foster and A Virtuous Woman, award-winning writer Kaye Gibbons has gained both
critical acclaim and a large, devoted following among readers. This literary companion equips the
reader with information about characters, plots, dates, allusions, literary motifs, and themes from
the bestselling author's works. After an annotated chronology of Gibbons' life, the work presents 103



A-Z entries that include Snodgrass's analysis, cover the writings of reviewers and critics, and
provide selected bibliographies. Appendices offer an historical timeline with references to
corresponding historical events from Gibbons' novels, along with a list of 42 topics for group or
individual research projects.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Futures for the Class of , 1997
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Leslie Marmon Silko Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2014-01-10
This companion, appropriate for the lay reader and researcher alike, provides analysis of characters,
plots, humor, symbols, philosophies, and classic themes from the writings and tellings of Leslie
Marmon Silko, the celebrated novelist, poet, memoirist and Native American wisewoman. The text
opens with an annotated chronology of Silko's multiracial heritage, life and works, followed by a
family tree of the Leslie-Marmon families that clarifies relationships of the people who fill her
autobiographical musings. In the main text, 87 A-to-Z entries combine literary and cultural
commentary with generous citations from primary and secondary sources and comparisons to classic
and popular literature. Back matter includes a glossary of Pueblo terms and a list of 43 questions for
research, writing projects, and discussion. This much-needed text will aid both scholars and casual
readers interested in the work and career of the first internationally-acclaimed native woman author
in the United States.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Jamaica Kincaid Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2008-07-23
Changing her name early in her career because her parents disapproved of her writing, Jamaica
Kincaid crossed audiences to embrace feminist, American, postcolonial and world literature. This
book offers an introduction and guided overview of her characters, plots, humor, symbols, and
classic themes. Designed for students, fans, librarians, and teachers, the 84 A-to-Z entries combine
commentary from interviewers, feminist historians, and book critics with numerous citations from
primary and secondary sources and comparative literature. The companion features a chronology of
Kincaid's life, West Indies heritage and works, and includes a character name chart.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Peter Carey Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2010-03-10 Peter
Carey, writer of such celebrated works as Oscar and Lucinda, True History of the Kelly Gang, and
His Illegal Self, is one of Australia's most critically acclaimed novelists. Deeply concerned with South
Pacific culture, especially the lives of its most downtrodden citizens, Carey uses popular art as a tool
for raising the consciousness of readers. This book provides an introduction to the author's life, as
well as a guided overview of his body of work. Designed for the fan and scholar alike, this text
features an alphabetized, fully-annotated listing of major terms in the Carey canon, including
fictional characters, motifs, historical events, and themes. Additional features include a listing of
headwords, a Carey history, 44 reading and writing topics, and bibliographies of primary and
secondary sources. A comprehensive index is included.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Tending to the Past Karen Michele Chandler,
2024-01-18 In many popular depictions of Black resistance to slavery, stereotypes around
victimization and the heroic efforts of a small number of individuals abound. These ideas ignore the
powers of ordinary families and obscure the systematic working of racism. Tending to the Past:
Selfhood and Culture in Children’s Narratives about Slavery and Freedom examines Black-authored
historical novels and films for children that counter this distortion and depict creative means by
which ordinary African Americans survived slavery and racism in early America. Tending to the Past
argues that this important, understudied historical writing—freedom narratives—calls on young
readers to be active, critical thinkers about the past and its legacies within the present. The book
examines how narratives by children’s book authors, such as Joyce Hansen, Julius Lester, Marilyn
Nelson, and Patricia McKissack, and the filmmakers Charles Burnett and Zeinabu irene Davis, were
influenced by Black cultural imperatives, such as the Black Arts Movement, to foster an engaged,
culturally aware public. Through careful analysis of this rich body of work, Tending to the Past thus
contributes to ongoing efforts to construct a history of Black children’s literature and film attuned to
its range, specificity, and depths. Tending to the Past provides illuminating interpretations that will
help scholars and educators see the significance of the freedom narratives’ reconstructions in a



neoliberal era, a time of shrinking opportunities for many African Americans. It offers models for
understanding the powers and continuing relevance of the Black child’s creative agency and the
Black cultural practices that have fostered it.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Children’s Literature and Culture Rebecca Rowe,
2025-08-08 Children’s Literature and Culture: An Introduction guides readers in the study of culture
in, around, and through children’s literature. Children’s literature has long been used as a
mechanism by which a culture passes its values from one generation to the next. Because of this
culturally didactic purpose, children’s literature can be viewed as one of the most fruitful areas of
study of any given culture. At the same time, studying the cultures from which works of children’s
literature emerge and in which they circulate can also help better understand not only the ideas of
childhood that underpin individual texts for children but the role they play in the construction and
transmission of different cultural ideologies. This book teaches readers this double work of using
culture to understand children’s literature and vice versa. This volume traces the scholarly
methodologies and histories that have attended the study of each of the 20 chapters’ given
subject—from the representation of race in and around children’s literature to questions of
censorship to how libraries can and do shape children’s literature. In the process, it prepares
readers to confidently enter and forward scholarly debates and to teach such debates to their own
students.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Best Books for Young Adults Holly Koelling,
2007-08-13 Rev. ed. of: Best books for young adults / Betty Carter, with Sally Estes and Linda
Waddle. 2nd ed. c2000.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Student Diversity, 3rd Edition Faye Brownlie,
Catherine Feniak, Leyton Schnellert, 2016-10-14 From ice-breaking activities to ways to meet
specific expectations in all areas of the curriculum, teachers will discover practical strategies and
organizational frameworks that will help them to reach all students. Whether you're searching for
new ways to inspire students with different learning styles, celebrate the abilities of the physically
challenged, or boost the skills of those learning English for the first time, Student Diversity has what
you need to meet and defeat the wide variety of challenges in today's classroom. Packed with
examples of student work and reproducible worksheets, this book will help to smooth the daily path
of beginning and experienced teachers alike.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: CliffsNotes Praxis II English Subject Area Assessments,
Second Edition Diane E Kern, 2013-02-25 Your guide to a higher score on Praxis II: English Subject
Areas The Praxis II English Subject Area Assessment tests are designed to assess whether an
examinee has the broad base of knowledge and competencies necessary to be licensed as a
beginning English teacher in a variety of school settings. The various exams, some multiple-choice
questions and some essay format, cover reading and understanding text, language and linguistics,
and composition and rhetoric. CliffsNotes Praxis II: English Subject Area Assessments includes
question-type reviews, subject reviews, and six model practice tests for each of the Praxis II English
tests that a variety of would-be English teachers need to pass to be certified. Includes subject
reviews of all test topics 6 practice tests, one for each Praxis II English test Proven strategies from
the experts at CliffsNotes If you're an aspiring teacher looking to take the Praxis II English test,
CliffsNotes is your ticket to scoring high at exam time.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Gl Glory Fld/Rel Rdgs Gr Glencoe/McGraw-Hill,
2000-04 Follows a family's two hundred forty-one year history, from the capture of an African boy in
the 1750s through the lives of his descendants, as their dreams and circumstances lead them away
from and back to the small plot of land in South Carolina that they call the Glory Field.
  the glory field by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Denise Jordan, 1999 Walter Dean
Myers tells it like it is in his award-winning novels about urban teenagers with real problems. With
humor and a keen ear for dialogue, Myers creates characters that speak directly to today's teens. As
a young reader, Myers could not find books about African American boys like himself. Drawing upon
his own struggles and experiences, he has filled that literary gap with realistic stories that appeal to



readers of all backgrounds and cultures. Today, Myers continues to win awards for his fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry. Based on extensive interviews with Walter Dean Myers and his family, author
Denise Jordan paints a lively and candid portrait of this popular writer for teens.
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