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Walter Dean Myers Short Stories: Exploring the Powerful Narratives of a
Literary Icon

walter dean myers short stories have long captivated readers with their raw
emotion, authentic voices, and insightful portrayals of life, especially
through the eyes of young African American protagonists. Known primarily for
his groundbreaking novels and contributions to young adult literature, Myers'
short stories offer a condensed but equally impactful glimpse into the themes
that define his work. From struggles with identity and social injustice to
moments of hope and resilience, these stories continue to resonate with
readers of all ages.

If you’re curious about the essence of Walter Dean Myers’ storytelling in a
more compact form, this article dives deep into the world of his short
stories, their themes, and their significance within the broader context of
American literature.

The Significance of Walter Dean Myers' Short
Stories

Walter Dean Myers is celebrated for his ability to craft authentic characters
and narratives that reflect the real experiences of marginalized youth. While
his novels like *Monster* and *Fallen Angels* are widely known, his short
stories are equally potent in delivering messages with brevity and precision.

Why Short Stories Matter in Myers’ Oeuvre

Short stories allow Myers to explore snapshots of life—moments that are
intense, thought-provoking, and sometimes heart-wrenching. These stories
often focus on pivotal turning points or small but meaningful interactions
that reveal bigger truths about society, family, and self-discovery.

Because short stories require economy of language, Myers’ skill in capturing
complex emotions and vivid settings in a limited space shines through. For
readers, his short stories can be an accessible entry point into his themes
and style, especially for young adults or classroom settings.

Common Themes in Walter Dean Myers Short
Stories

Exploring Walter Dean Myers’ short stories reveals recurring themes that
mirror his lifelong commitment to honest storytelling about urban life, race,
and adolescence.



Identity and Self-Discovery

Many of Myers’ short stories delve into the internal struggles of young
protagonists searching for their place in the world. These characters often
grapple with questions of cultural identity, peer pressure, and personal
values. Myers doesn’t shy away from presenting the confusion and challenges
of growing up, making his characters relatable and their journeys compelling.

Racial and Social Injustice

A significant aspect of Myers’ work is his nuanced portrayal of systemic
challenges faced by African American communities. His short stories
frequently highlight issues such as racial profiling, economic hardship, and
the impact of violence on neighborhoods. These narratives not only raise
awareness but also encourage empathy and understanding among readers.

Family and Community Dynamics

The relationships between family members—parents, siblings, and extended
relatives—are central to many stories. Myers often explores how these bonds
provide both support and tension. Additionally, the role of community,
whether as a source of conflict or solidarity, is a recurring element that
adds depth to his storytelling.

Notable Collections Featuring Walter Dean Myers
Short Stories

If you’re interested in reading Walter Dean Myers’ short stories firsthand,
several collections and anthologies showcase his work.

“The Greatest: Muhammad Ali” and Other Stories

While primarily a biography, this work includes short narrative elements that
reflect Myers’ powerful storytelling style. It’s an example of how Myers
blends factual storytelling with literary techniques to engage readers.

“Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff”

Though this is a novel, it contains episodic chapters that read like
interconnected short stories, each highlighting different aspects of
friendship, family, and community. This structure demonstrates Myers’
versatility and mastery over various narrative forms.



Anthologies Featuring His Short Stories

Beyond his solo works, Walter Dean Myers contributed to numerous anthologies
where his short stories reached broader audiences. Collections such as *Guys
Write for Guys Read* and *Fire From The Rock* include selections of his
stories that address themes of resilience and identity.

How Walter Dean Myers’ Short Stories Engage
Young Readers

One of Myers’ greatest strengths is his ability to connect with young
audiences, often those who feel underrepresented in literature.

Accessible Language and Authentic Voices

Myers uses straightforward, conversational language that doesn’t talk down to
readers. His characters speak in ways that reflect real-life speech patterns,
making stories feel genuine and approachable.

Relatable Situations and Conflicts

The scenarios in his stories—whether dealing with school challenges, family
issues, or social dilemmas—mirror those faced by many teens. This
relatability helps readers see themselves in the stories, fostering empathy
and engagement.

Inspiring Empathy and Critical Thinking

By presenting complex social issues without oversimplification, Myers
encourages readers to think critically about the world around them. His
stories often leave space for reflection, inviting readers to consider
different perspectives.

Tips for Teaching Walter Dean Myers Short
Stories

Educators seeking to incorporate Myers’ short stories into their curriculum
can benefit from a few practical strategies:

Contextualize the Stories: Provide background on the social and
historical settings to deepen understanding.

Encourage Personal Connections: Ask students to relate themes to their
own experiences to enhance engagement.



Discuss Literary Elements: Analyze character development, narrative
voice, and symbolism to sharpen literary skills.

Promote Group Discussions: Facilitate conversations about the themes to
build empathy and critical thinking.

Use Creative Assignments: Have students write their own short stories
inspired by Myers’ themes.

These approaches can help maximize the educational impact of Walter Dean
Myers’ short stories while honoring their emotional depth.

Exploring Walter Dean Myers’ Legacy Through His
Short Stories

Walter Dean Myers’ influence on American literature, particularly in the
realm of young adult fiction, is immense. His short stories contribute
significantly to this legacy by distilling his powerful messages into
concise, poignant narratives.

Through these stories, Myers continues to inspire readers and writers alike,
demonstrating how literature can be a tool for understanding, compassion, and
change. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to his work, delving into Walter
Dean Myers’ short stories offers a rewarding experience filled with insight
and emotional resonance.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Walter Dean Myers?

Walter Dean Myers was an acclaimed African American author known for his
impactful young adult novels and short stories that explore themes of
identity, race, and personal struggle.

What themes are commonly found in Walter Dean Myers'
short stories?

Common themes include racial identity, coming of age, urban life challenges,
family dynamics, and social issues affecting African American youth.

Can you name a popular short story by Walter Dean
Myers?

One popular short story by Walter Dean Myers is "Knock Knock," which deals
with themes of fear and courage.

How do Walter Dean Myers' short stories address



social issues?

His stories often portray realistic experiences of African American youth,
addressing issues such as racism, poverty, violence, and the search for self-
worth.

Are Walter Dean Myers' short stories suitable for
classroom use?

Yes, his short stories are widely used in classrooms to engage students with
relevant social themes and to promote discussions about diversity and
empathy.

Where can I find collections of Walter Dean Myers'
short stories?

Collections like "Fearless" and "Monster" include short stories and excerpts
that highlight his storytelling style and thematic concerns.

What is the writing style of Walter Dean Myers in his
short stories?

Myers' writing style is straightforward, vivid, and accessible, often
incorporating dialogue and realistic settings to resonate with young readers.

How has Walter Dean Myers influenced young adult
literature through his short stories?

He has expanded representation and given voice to marginalized youth,
inspiring readers and writers by addressing real-life struggles with honesty
and compassion.

Additional Resources
Walter Dean Myers Short Stories: A Deep Dive into the Author’s Impact on
Young Adult Literature

walter dean myers short stories have long been recognized as powerful tools
in the landscape of young adult (YA) literature. Known primarily for his
compelling novels and memoirs, Myers also crafted short stories that
encapsulate complex themes of identity, race, and resilience in accessible
and poignant narratives. His short stories offer a concentrated glimpse into
the struggles and triumphs faced by African American youth, making them
essential reading in both educational settings and literary circles focused
on diversity and social justice.

Walter Dean Myers, an influential figure in contemporary YA literature,
leveraged the short story format to engage readers with vibrant characters
and authentic voices. While his novels such as "Monster" and "Fallen Angels"
have garnered widespread acclaim, his short stories deserve equal attention
for their narrative economy and thematic depth. This article explores the
distinctive features of Walter Dean Myers short stories, their contribution
to the genre, and their role in fostering empathy and awareness among young
readers.



Exploring the Thematic Core of Walter Dean
Myers Short Stories

One of the defining characteristics of Walter Dean Myers short stories is
their unwavering focus on urban life and the African American experience.
Through concise storytelling, Myers addresses issues such as racial
discrimination, poverty, family dynamics, and the quest for self-identity.
His narratives often highlight the everyday challenges faced by young
protagonists navigating complex social environments.

Unlike longer works that allow for extensive character development, Myers’
short stories require a precision that distills emotional intensity into
brief yet impactful scenes. This brevity does not diminish the stories’
emotional impact; instead, it heightens readers’ engagement by presenting
relatable dilemmas and moral questions in a digestible format.

Authenticity and Voice in Myers’ Short Stories

Walter Dean Myers’ commitment to authentic representation shines through in
his use of language and narrative voice. His short stories frequently employ
vernacular speech and first-person perspectives, enabling readers to immerse
themselves in the protagonists’ lived experiences. This stylistic choice
amplifies the stories’ emotional resonance and provides a platform for voices
often marginalized in mainstream literature.

Furthermore, Myers’ background and personal history inform his storytelling
approach. Having grown up in Harlem, his intimate understanding of urban
culture and youth struggles enriches the texture of his narratives. This
authenticity not only lends credibility to his stories but also fosters a
connection between readers and characters that transcends cultural
boundaries.

Educational Value and Cultural Significance

Walter Dean Myers short stories serve as valuable resources in educational
contexts, particularly for middle and high school curricula focusing on
multicultural literature. Educators frequently incorporate these stories to
spark discussions on race, identity, and social justice, encouraging critical
thinking and empathy among students.

The compact nature of short stories makes them especially suited for
classroom settings where time constraints may limit the feasibility of
assigning longer texts. Myers’ stories provide accessible entry points for
exploring complex themes without overwhelming young readers, striking a
balance between literary merit and readability.

Impact on Young Adult Literature and Diversity

Myers’ contribution through short stories is part of a broader legacy that
challenged the predominantly white landscape of YA literature. By centering
African American characters and experiences, his work paved the way for more



diverse narratives in children’s and young adult books. The presence of such
stories in schools and libraries helps normalize diversity and encourages
inclusivity in literary consumption.

Moreover, Myers’ stories often address the intersectionality of identity —
considering race, socioeconomic status, and gender — which adds layers of
complexity and relevance. This multidimensional approach resonates with a
diverse readership and supports the growing demand for representation in
literature.

Notable Collections and Individual Stories

While Myers’ novels have dominated public attention, several collections of
his short stories stand out for their literary and cultural significance. For
instance, "The Last Blues Song and Other Stories" showcases a range of
narratives that explore themes of family, friendship, and personal growth.
Another notable collection, "Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff," though
categorized as a novel, contains episodic chapters that read like
interconnected short stories, highlighting Myers’ versatility in narrative
form.

Individual stories such as "Scorpions," which later inspired a novel,
demonstrate Myers’ ability to encapsulate intense emotional and social
conflicts within a limited word count. These stories often conclude with
open-ended reflections, inviting readers to engage actively with the material
and draw their own inferences.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Walter Dean Myers employs a range of narrative techniques that distinguish
his short stories from conventional YA fare. Among these are:

First-person narration: This technique creates intimacy and immediacy,
allowing readers to experience the protagonist’s perspective firsthand.

Use of dialogue: Myers’ dialogue is naturalistic and reflective of
authentic speech patterns, enhancing character development and realism.

Symbolism and motifs: Short stories often incorporate symbols such as
music, sports, or urban landmarks to convey deeper meanings about
identity and aspiration.

Open-ended conclusions: Rather than providing neat resolutions, Myers
often leaves narratives slightly ambiguous, encouraging contemplation
and discussion.

These features contribute to the enduring appeal of his short stories, making
them suitable for both casual reading and academic study.



Challenges and Critiques

While Walter Dean Myers short stories have been widely praised, they are not
without critique. Some readers and educators point out that the intense focus
on urban hardship and racial struggles, while important, can sometimes
overshadow the diversity of African American experiences. Additionally,
Myers’ straightforward style, though accessible, may lack the lyrical
complexity sought by readers accustomed to more literary prose.

However, these critiques often underscore the deliberate choices Myers made
to prioritize clarity and relatability over stylistic flourish. His primary
objective was to reach young readers who might otherwise feel alienated from
literature, a goal that many agree he achieved successfully.

Comparisons with Contemporary Authors

In the realm of YA short stories dealing with similar themes, Walter Dean
Myers’ work can be juxtaposed with authors like Nikki Grimes and Jacqueline
Woodson. While Grimes often incorporates poetry and Woodson utilizes lyrical
prose, Myers remains grounded in direct, unembellished storytelling. This
contrast highlights the diversity of narrative strategies within African
American YA literature.

Moreover, Myers’ stories tend to focus more explicitly on male protagonists
and urban settings, whereas some contemporaries explore broader geographic
and gender perspectives. This specificity makes Myers’ short stories
particularly resonant with readers seeking representations of inner-city
youth experiences.

Walter Dean Myers short stories continue to be a vital component of his
literary legacy. By capturing the complexities of adolescence within concise,
impactful narratives, Myers has enriched young adult literature with stories
that educate, challenge, and inspire. His work remains a crucial resource for
readers and educators committed to diversity, authenticity, and social
awareness in literature.
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beloved author Walter Dean Myers, this original 20-page short story serves as a prequel to his
award-winning novel Monster, which has been read and loved by millions of readers. Word on the
street is that a robbery is about to go down in Harlem, and Steve Harmon is right in the middle of it.
Everyone is trying to prove who's the toughest. Steve gets caught up in the talk and wonders about
the difference between right and wrong. Should he turn these guys in? Stay quiet? What choice will
Steve make? Walter Dean Myers was the New York Times bestselling author of Monster, the winner
of the first Michael L. Printz Award; a former National Ambassador for Young People's Literature;
and an inaugural NYC Literary Honoree. Myers received every single major award in the field of
children's literature. He was the author of two Newbery Honor Books and six Coretta Scott King
Awardees. He was the recipient of the Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime achievement in
writing for young adults, a three-time National Book Award Finalist, as well as the first-ever
recipient of the Coretta Scott King–Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement. Epic Reads
Impulse is a digital imprint with new releases each month.
  walter dean myers short stories: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their
Creators , Upon publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s
literature, Children’s Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians,
educators, and specialists interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to
Children’s Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable
reference, geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces
readers to the wealth of children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for
children, the ones that inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to
include newcomers such as J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on
publishing and educational trends, this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved
children’s authors and illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal
glimpses into craft by well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by
category. The Essential Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of
contemporary children’s literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or
working with children.
  walter dean myers short stories: Literature for Young Adults Joan L. Knickerbocker, James A.
Rycik, 2019-08-28 Now in its second edition, this book explores a great variety of genres and formats
of young adult literature while placing special emphasis on contemporary works with nontraditional
themes, protagonists, and literary conventions that are well suited to young adult readers. It looks at
the ways in which contemporary readers can access literature and share the works they're reading,
and it shows teachers the resources that are available, especially online, for choosing and using
good literature in the classroom and for recommending books for their students’ personal reading.
In addition to traditional genre chapters, this book includes chapters on literary nonfiction; poetry,
short stories, and drama; and film. Graphic novels, diversity issues, and uses of technology are also
included throughout the text. The book's discussion of literary language—including traditional
elements as well as metafictive terms—enables readers to share in a literary conversation with their
peers (and others) when communicating about books. This book is an essential resource for
preservice educators to help young adults understand and appreciate the excellent literature that is
available to them. New to the second edition: New popular authors, books, and movies with a
greater focus on diversity of literature Updated coverage of new trends, such as metafiction, a
renewed focus on nonfiction, and retellings of canonical works Increased attention to graphic novels
and multimodal texts throughout the book eResources with downloadable materials, including book
lists, awards lists, and Focus Questions
  walter dean myers short stories: Best Short Stories, Middle McGraw-Hill Education,
1994-04-01 Banish boredom! Excite students with variety—drama, verse, stories, reporting, and
more—all at comfortable reading levels Five genres, each in three levels, let students study a
particular kind of writing at the appropriate reading level Emphasis on reading skills helps students
who have difficulty with a traditional literature anthology Integration of reading and writing



encourages students to study how authors construct their works and then to try to emulate stylistic
elements Rescue bored readers by introducing them to the many exciting forms of literature. The
Best series collects superb nonfiction, play scripts, poetry, short stories, and stand-alone chapters of
longer works, so you can quickly find well-crafted selections that reflect student interests. Best of
all, we’ve tailored the series to three reading levels, making it the perfect tool for reaching out to
students of any ability who aren’t succeeding with more traditional anthologies. Introductory:
Reading Level 5-6, Interest Level 6-8 Middle: Reading Level 7-8, Interest Level 6-10 Advanced:
Reading Level 9-12, Interest Level 9-12
  walter dean myers short stories: From Children's Literature to Readers Theatre
Elizabeth A. Poe, 2013-03-19 How do you get children excited and engaged with books? Get them
onstage! Readers Theatre is a staged reading of literature with participants reading from scripts,
conveying the book’s story using voice and facial expressions. In this book Poe introduces and shows
how to implement the concept, demonstrating how Readers Theatre offers educators an innovative
opportunity to acquaint children and young people with quality literature, develop their
public-speaking skills, and teach teamwork in an activity that is as entertaining as it is educational.
A veteran of many Readers Theatre programs, she explains how to create successful programs,
providing Detailed instruction for ways librarians can help children and teens develop and perform
their own Readers Theatre scripts An annotated bibliography of 100 books suggested for their
Readers Theatre potential, with excerpts from scripts and the passages from which they were
adapted Programming ideas that can be adapted for use across different age levels, from preschool
to YA Comments from prominent children’s authors who have shared Readers Theatre experiences
with Poe Combining the theoretical and the practical, Poe’s book helps children and YA librarians
assist young people in developing a lifelong love of literature.
  walter dean myers short stories: Caring Hearts and Critical Minds Steven Wolk,
2023-10-10 Imagine if going to school meant more than preparing kids for a test, teaching a canned
curriculum, and training students for their future as workers. What if school were also about
cultivating students to be caring, community-involved citizens and critical, creative thinkers who
love to read? In Caring Hearts & Critical Minds, teacher-author Steven Wolk shows teachers how to
help students become better readers as well as better people. I want [my students] to be thinkers
and have rich conversations regarding critical issues in the text and be able to formulate opinions
regarding these issues, says Leslie Rector, a sixth-grade teacher who collaborated with Wolk on
some of the units featured in this book. Wolk demonstrates how to integrate inquiry learning,
exciting and contemporary literature, and teaching for social responsibility across the curriculum.
He takes teachers step-by-step through the process of designing an inquiry-based literature unit and
then provides five full units used in real middle-grade classrooms. Featuring a remarkable range of
recommended resources and hundreds of novels from across the literary genres, Caring Hearts &
Critical Minds gives teachers a blueprint for creating dynamic units with rigorous lessons about
topics kids care about'sfrom media and the environment to personal happiness and global poverty.
Wolk shows teachers how to find stimulating, real-world complex texts called for in the Common
Core State Standards and integrate them into literature units. I know from experience that a great
book changes the reader, says Karen Tellez, an eighth-grade teacher featured in the book. For me,
books have helped me escape, fall in love, recover from heartbreak, and have broken open my mind
from the age of twelve. . . . I hope [my students] gain better reading comprehension, confidence as
readers, connections to the characters and events, a curiosity for the world, and tolerance for
others. Caring Hearts & Critical Minds shows teachers how to turn these hopes and goals into
reality.
  walter dean myers short stories: 145th Street Walter Dean Myers, 2009-07-01 Great middle
greats fiction.
  walter dean myers short stories: Inkblot Rebecca Langston-George, Nadia Higgins, Laura
Purdie Salas, Heather E. Schwartz, 2015-11 Offers guidance on writing stories, poems, drama, and
nonfiction and includes profiles of famous writers, writing exercises, and tips from experts.



  walter dean myers short stories: The Coretta Scott King Awards, 1970-1999 Henrietta M.
Smith, 1999-06 Provides annotations of the winning and honor books, biographies of prominent
African American authors and illustrators, and interviews with Jerry Pinkney and author Walter
Dean Myers.
  walter dean myers short stories: The Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's Literature
Bernice E. Cullinan, Diane Goetz Person, 2005-01-01 Provides articles covering children's literature
from around the world as well as biographical and critical reviews of authors including Avi, C.S.
Lewis, J.K. Rowling, and Anno Mitsumasa.
  walter dean myers short stories: The Joyful Reading Resource Kit Sally M. Reis, 2009-06-30
The Joyful Reading Resource Kit All children deserve a chance to learn to love reading. The Joyful
Reading Resource Kit offers teachers an impressive array of tools, resources, and activities for
getting students at all levels excited about reading while developing their proficiency in
comprehension. Serving as a companion to Joyful Reading, the book offers teachers everything they
need to implement the Schoolwide Enrichment Model in Reading (SEM-R), a differentiated
instructional approach that encourages students to read independently for a period of time each day
on books of their own choice. Implemented in three phases, the SEM-R program has been shown by
research to improve fluency and comprehension among at-risk students. The Joyful Reading
Resource Kit includes: Reproducible bookmarks for scaffolding students in critical thinking and
comprehension activities Extensive lists of recommended books Tips for supporting students in
selection of appropriately challenging books Materials for managing independent reading in the
classroom, including log sheets, five-minute conference tips, writing prompts, assessment rubrics,
and a reading growth chart Exciting enrichment resources to develop students' reading interests,
including a survey form, online books, Web-based activities, and Renzulli Learning resources
Hands-On Creativity activities that help students elaborate ideas, develop fluency, brainstorm, and
much more Reproducible X-ploration projects on varied topics that students can pursue
independently at their own pace The Joyful Reading Resource Kit is a vital compendium not only for
classroom teachers but also for parents and after-school educators who wish to support students in
discovering the rich rewards and delights of reading.
  walter dean myers short stories: Best Books for Young Adults Holly Koelling, 2007-08-13 Rev.
ed. of: Best books for young adults / Betty Carter, with Sally Estes and Linda Waddle. 2nd ed. c2000.
  walter dean myers short stories: The Coretta Scott King Awards, 1970-2009 Henrietta M.
Smith, 2009-06-29 Gathers together the best African American children's literature.
  walter dean myers short stories: Places I Never Meant to be Judy Blume, 1999 A collection
of short stories accompanied by short essays on censorship by twelve authors whose works have
been challenged in the past.
  walter dean myers short stories: Less is More Kimberly Campbell, 2007 Less Is More is full
of powerful ideas for teaching with short, provocative text. This book broadens and extends our
available teaching tools and materials, and can help engage all students. It is a valuable resource for
language arts teachers. --Cris Tovani Language arts teachers want all of their students to love
literature and embrace the novels they assign. The classroom reality is that many students are not
ready or motivated to immerse themselves in an entire novel. In order to reach and engage all
students, teachers need to look beyond novels alone and embrace a richer variety of literature. In
Less Is More Kimberly Hill Campbell draws on research as well as her own classroom experiences to
show how short texts engage a wide range of middle and high school students. She shares her
discovery of the power of short texts to support her students' skills as readers, writers, and students
of literature. Kimberly shows how short texts can be integrated into the curriculum, without
sacrificing required novels. Chapters examine different genres of short text, such as short stories,
essays, memoir, and graphic novels. Each chapter provides reading, writing, and response strategies
as well as a broad selection of short text resources that have proven effective with a wide range of
students.
  walter dean myers short stories: Black Books Galore! Guide to Great African American



Children's Books about Boys Black Books Galore!, Donna Rand, Toni Trent Parker, 2002-02-28 A
Treasury of Hundreds of Books that Help Boys Grow and Flourish Images-strong, proud and happy,
brave, and now also humorous . . . what a joy it is to see black faces of all shades in our children's
books. —Doug E. Doug, Actor As a child . . . I wish there had been more books that reflected my
world and my interests. —Earl G. Graves, Chairman, Publisher, and CEO, Black Enterprise magazine
How do you know which books are the best for boys at every age? Now, two of the mothers who
founded the esteemed Black Books Galore!—the nation's leading organizer of African American
children's book festivals-and the authors of the highly acclaimed Black Books Galore! Guide to Great
African American Children's Books, share their expert advice. Let BBG! help you open the door to a
wonderful world of reading for the boys in your life. Invaluable for parents, teachers, and librarians,
this easy-to-use, delightfully illustrated reference guide features: Quick, lively descriptions of over
350 books Hundreds of young black heroes and positive role models Reflections from kids, famous
authors, illustrators, and public figures about their favorite childhood books Easy-to-find listings
organized by age level and indexed by title, topic, author, and illustrator Recommended reading for
parents of boys This is a great resource that fills a tremendous need. It should be on parents' shelves
at home as well as in every school. —Alvin F. Poussaint, M.D., Harvard Medical School, on Black
Books Galore! Guide to Great African American Children's Books
  walter dean myers short stories: 2002 Novel and Short Story Writer's Market Anne
Bowling, 2001 This absolutely vital resource created specifically for fiction writers lists 2000+
fiction publishers, including many prestigious non-paying markets not listed in Writer's Market.
  walter dean myers short stories: Beyond the Five-paragraph Essay Kimberly Hill Campbell,
Kristi Latimer, 2012 Love it or hate it, the five-paragraph essay is perhaps the most frequently
taught form of writing in classrooms of yesterday and today. But have you ever actually seen
five-paragraph essays outside of school walls? Have you ever found it in business writing,
journalism, nonfiction, or any other genres that exist in the real world? Kimberly Hill Campbell and
Kristi Latimer reviewed the research on the effectiveness of the form as a teaching tool and
discovered that the research does not support the five-paragraph formula. In fact, research shows
that the formula restricts creativity, emphasizes structure rather than content, does not improve
standardized test scores, inadequately prepares students for college writing, and results in vapid
writing. In Beyond the Five-Paragraph Essay, Kimberly and Kristi show you how to reclaim the
literary essay and create a program that encourages thoughtful writing in response to literature.
They provide numerous strategies that stimulate student thinking, value unique insight, and
encourage lively, personal writing, including the following: Close reading (which is the basis for
writing about literature) Low-stakes writing options that support students' thinking as they read
Collaboration in support of discussion, debate, and organizational structures that support writing as
exploration A focus on students' writing process as foundational to content development and
structure The use of model texts to write in the form of the literature students are reading and
analyzingThe goal of reading and writing about literature is to push and challenge our students'
thinking. We want students to know that their writing can convey something important: a unique
view to share, defend, prove, delight, discover, and inspire. If we want our students to be more
engaged, skilled writers, we need to move beyond the five-paragraph essay.
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