social problem definition sociology

**Understanding Social Problem Definition in Sociology: A Deep Dive**

social problem definition sociology is a foundational concept that helps us grasp how
societies identify, interpret, and respond to issues that affect the collective well-being. At
its core, sociology investigates the complex dynamics of human interactions, institutions,
and cultural norms, and social problems are often the manifestations of conflicts or
dysfunctions within these systems. But what exactly qualifies as a social problem? How do
sociologists define and analyze these challenges? Let’s explore these questions and
uncover the nuances behind social problem definitions in sociology.

What Is a Social Problem in Sociology?

In everyday language, a social problem might be recognized as any issue that negatively
impacts a substantial number of people within a community. However, sociology offers a
more structured understanding. A social problem is typically defined as a condition or
behavior that a significant number of people view as undesirable, harmful, or needing
change. Unlike personal troubles, social problems transcend individual experiences and
are rooted in the broader social context.

For example, poverty, racism, crime, drug addiction, and environmental degradation are
often cited as social problems because they impact society at large and require collective
solutions. The key point here is that social problems are not just objective situations but

are also shaped by perceptions, beliefs, and social norms.

The Role of Social Construction in Defining Social
Problems

One of the most important insights from sociology is that social problems are socially
constructed. This means that a condition becomes a social problem only when people
recognize and label it as such. Sociologists stress that what is considered a social problem
in one society may not be viewed the same way in another.

For instance, homelessness is a significant social issue in many countries, but the way it is
perceived and addressed can differ widely. The social constructionist perspective
highlights how media, political discourse, and advocacy groups influence public awareness
and attitudes, shaping which problems gain prominence and which are ignored.

Key Characteristics of Social Problems

Understanding what defines a social problem requires examining its main characteristics.
These elements help sociologists distinguish between everyday issues and those that



require social attention and policy intervention.

1. Widespread Impact

A social problem affects a considerable segment of the population. While some problems
might start as localized, they often have ripple effects that influence broader communities
or even entire nations. For example, unemployment not only affects individuals but also
has economic and social consequences for families, neighborhoods, and governments.

2. Perceived as Harmful or Unjust

A problem becomes “social” partly because it is seen as harmful, unjust, or unfair. Issues
like racial discrimination or gender inequality invoke moral and ethical concerns,
motivating people to seek change.

3. Requires Collective Action

Unlike private troubles, social problems cannot be solved by individuals alone. They
demand organized efforts, including policy reforms, social movements, or cultural shifts.
For example, tackling climate change requires cooperation across governments,
industries, and citizens worldwide.

4. Socially Constructed and Variable

As mentioned earlier, social problems depend on societal perceptions. What causes public
outcry in one era or culture may be normalized or overlooked in another. Attitudes toward
drug use, for instance, have evolved over time, influencing how societies define addiction
as a problem.

How Sociologists Study Social Problems

Sociologists employ various methods and theoretical frameworks to analyze social
problems. Their goal is to understand the root causes, societal impacts, and potential
solutions.

Theoretical Perspectives

e Functionalism: This perspective views social problems as disruptions to social



stability. Functionalists examine how institutions and norms work together to
maintain order and how problems arise when these systems fail.

e Conflict Theory: Rooted in the ideas of Karl Marx, conflict theory focuses on power
struggles and inequalities. It sees social problems as outcomes of conflicts between
dominant and marginalized groups.

e Symbolic Interactionism: This approach highlights the role of social interactions

and meanings. It explores how individuals and groups construct the reality of social
problems through communication and labeling.

Research Methods

Sociologists use qualitative and quantitative research to investigate social problems:

e Surveys and Polls: Measuring public opinion and experiences related to social
issues.

e Interviews and Focus Groups: Gathering in-depth insights about perceptions and
personal stories.

e Content Analysis: Studying media representations and discourse surrounding social
problems.

e Statistical Data: Analyzing crime rates, poverty statistics, health outcomes, etc., to
understand the scope and trends.

Examples of Social Problems and Their
Sociological Definitions

To better understand how the social problem definition in sociology operates, consider
some contemporary examples:

Poverty

Poverty is more than just low income; it involves limited access to resources, education,
and healthcare. Sociologists study how structural factors like economic policies,
discrimination, and globalization contribute to persistent poverty. The social problem lens
emphasizes systemic barriers rather than individual failings.



Racism and Discrimination

Racism is recognized as a social problem because it perpetuates inequality and social
division. Sociologists analyze how institutional racism operates in education, employment,
and criminal justice systems, affecting marginalized communities’ life chances.

Substance Abuse

Drug addiction is often framed both as a medical issue and a social problem. The
sociological perspective examines how social environments, peer groups, and economic
conditions influence substance use patterns and societal responses like criminalization or
rehabilitation.

Why Understanding Social Problem Definitions
Matters

Recognizing how social problems are defined and constructed allows us to approach
societal challenges with greater clarity and compassion. It sheds light on the importance
of context, power dynamics, and cultural values in shaping public discourse and policy.

For activists, policymakers, and citizens, this awareness can foster more effective
strategies for change. For example, framing homelessness as a result of systemic failures
rather than individual shortcomings can lead to more supportive housing initiatives
instead of punitive measures.

Moreover, understanding social problem definitions encourages critical thinking. It invites

us to question whose voices are heard, whose interests are served, and how social change
occurs over time.

Tips for Engaging with Social Problems Sociologically

¢ Look Beyond the Surface: Try to understand the underlying social structures and
not just individual behaviors.

e Consider Multiple Perspectives: Different groups may perceive the same issue
differently; acknowledging this complexity is vital.

e Stay Informed About Social Policies: Policies often shape the definition and
response to social problems.

e Engage in Community Dialogue: Listening to affected communities can provide
deeper insights into the problem’s nature and potential solutions.



Social problem definition sociology is more than an academic exercise; it’s a lens through
which we can better understand the challenges facing society and the pathways toward a
more equitable and just world. By recognizing the interplay between social structures,
cultural meanings, and human experiences, we become better equipped to contribute
meaningfully to social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of a social problem in sociology?

In sociology, a social problem is a condition or behavior that negatively affects a
significant number of people in a society and is generally recognized as needing to be
addressed or changed.

How do sociologists determine whether an issue is a
social problem?

Sociologists determine an issue is a social problem based on its widespread impact,
societal recognition, and the presence of social conditions that cause harm or inequality to
individuals or groups.

What are some common examples of social problems
studied in sociology?

Common examples include poverty, discrimination, crime, drug abuse, unemployment,
homelessness, and environmental degradation.

Why is the definition of social problems considered
subjective in sociology?

Because what is considered a social problem varies across cultures, time periods, and
social groups, reflecting differing values, beliefs, and power structures.

How do social problems relate to social change?

Social problems often act as catalysts for social change by highlighting inequalities or
injustices that prompt collective action and policy reforms.

What role do social institutions play in the emergence
of social problems?

Social institutions like family, education, and government can either contribute to or help
alleviate social problems through their structures, policies, and practices.



How does the conflict theory perspective explain social
problems?

Conflict theory views social problems as the result of inequalities and power struggles
between dominant and subordinate groups in society.

Can a social problem be considered resolved?

A social problem is rarely fully resolved; it may be mitigated or managed, but changing
social conditions, norms, or policies is often an ongoing process.

Additional Resources
Social Problem Definition Sociology: An In-Depth Exploration

social problem definition sociology serves as a foundational concept for understanding
how societies identify, interpret, and respond to issues that affect collective well-being. In
the field of sociology, social problems are not merely adverse conditions but are framed as
phenomena that warrant public attention and institutional intervention. This nuanced
perspective distinguishes sociological analyses from common perceptions of problems as
isolated or purely individual matters.

At its core, the social problem definition within sociology examines how societal norms,
values, and structures influence the recognition and categorization of specific conditions
as social problems. Unlike objective conditions such as natural disasters or genetic
disorders, social problems arise from the interactions between social institutions, cultural
expectations, and power dynamics. This article delves into the intricacies of defining social
problems in sociology, exploring theoretical frameworks, key characteristics, and
contemporary examples that illuminate this critical area of study.

Understanding the Social Problem Definition in
Sociology

The sociological definition of social problems transcends simple descriptions of negative or
harmful conditions. It emphasizes the social construction of problems, meaning that what
constitutes a social problem is dependent on collective perceptions and societal reactions.
This interpretive approach was championed by symbolic interactionists and conflict
theorists, who argue that social problems are not inherent but are defined through social
processes.

A widely accepted definition posits that a social problem is a condition that negatively
affects a significant number of people and is viewed as warranting remedial action by
society. This viewpoint incorporates both the objective presence of a harmful condition
and the subjective societal response to it. For example, unemployment may be seen as a
social problem because it affects economic stability and social cohesion, but the extent to
which it is recognized and acted upon varies across different societies and political



contexts.

Key Features of Social Problems in Sociology

Several features distinguish social problems within sociological discourse:

e Socially Constructed Nature: Social problems exist because society labels certain
conditions as problematic based on prevailing cultural norms and values.

e Collective Impact: These problems affect groups or communities rather than just
individuals, highlighting their systemic dimensions.

e Public Awareness and Debate: Social problems gain prominence through media
coverage, activism, and political discourse.

e Institutional Response: Effective social problems typically require intervention
through laws, policies, or social programs.

e Dynamic and Contextual: What is considered a social problem can change over
time and differ across societies.

Understanding these characteristics is essential for analyzing how social problems
emerge, evolve, and are addressed within different sociocultural contexts.

Theoretical Perspectives on Social Problem
Definition

Sociology offers multiple theoretical lenses to analyze how social problems are defined
and understood. These perspectives provide insight into the social processes and power
relations involved in problem construction.

Structural Functionalism

From a structural functionalist standpoint, social problems arise when parts of society fail
to function properly, threatening social stability and cohesion. This theory views social
problems as disruptions to the social order that require corrective measures to restore
equilibrium. For instance, crime is considered a social problem because it undermines
societal norms and the rule of law. Functionalists emphasize the role of social institutions
in mitigating these disruptions and maintaining social harmony.



Conflict Theory

Conflict theorists argue that social problems are rooted in inequalities and power
struggles between dominant and subordinate groups. According to this view, what is
labeled a social problem often reflects the interests of powerful groups seeking to
maintain control. Issues such as poverty, racial discrimination, and gender inequality are
highlighted as manifestations of systemic oppression. This perspective underscores that
social problems are not neutral but deeply political, shaped by conflicts over resources
and social status.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionists focus on the micro-level interactions through which social
problems are defined and negotiated. They study how individuals and groups use
language, symbols, and social interactions to construct the meaning of social problems.
For example, the labeling theory explores how being identified as deviant or problematic
can influence individuals’ self-identity and social experiences. This approach reveals the
fluidity and subjectivity involved in defining social problems.

Examples of Social Problem Definitions in
Contemporary Sociology

The application of social problem definitions can be observed in many current issues.
These examples illustrate how sociologists analyze problems beyond surface conditions to
include societal perceptions and responses.

Homelessness as a Social Problem

Homelessness is not merely the absence of shelter but also a reflection of broader social
and economic factors such as housing policies, unemployment, mental health services, and
social inequality. Sociologists examine how public attitudes and government interventions
shape the recognition of homelessness as a social problem. Variations in policy
approaches—from criminalization to supportive housing—demonstrate the contested
nature of its definition and solution.

Climate Change and Environmental Justice

Though climate change has scientific consensus as an environmental crisis, its
classification as a social problem involves examining how different communities
experience and respond to its effects. Sociologists investigate disparities in vulnerability
and resilience, emphasizing environmental justice concerns. The framing of climate
change as a social problem intersects with political, economic, and cultural factors,



influencing activism and policy debates.

Substance Abuse and Public Health

Substance abuse is often defined as a social problem because of its impact on individual
health, families, and communities. Sociological analysis explores how societal factors such
as poverty, stigma, and access to treatment shape the understanding and management of
substance abuse. The opioid epidemic in various countries highlights the complexity of
defining substance abuse as a health crisis requiring multifaceted social interventions.

Implications of Social Problem Definitions in
Policy and Society

The way social problems are defined has far-reaching implications for policy-making,
social services, and public perception. The identification and framing of a social problem
influence which solutions are considered viable and who is held responsible.

e Policy Development: Governments rely on sociological definitions to prioritize
resources and design interventions. For example, recognizing domestic violence as a
social problem has led to legal reforms and support services.

e Social Activism: Advocacy groups use problem definitions to mobilize public opinion
and demand change. The framing of issues like racial inequality or LGBTQ+ rights
shapes movements and societal attitudes.

« Media Representation: Media narratives contribute to the social construction of
problems, sometimes reinforcing stereotypes or fostering empathy.

e Stigmatization and Exclusion: In some cases, labeling a condition as a social
problem can lead to marginalization or punitive responses, as seen in debates over
homelessness or drug addiction.

This complexity underscores the importance of critically examining how social problems
are defined and the consequences of these definitions for affected populations.

In examining social problem definition sociology, it becomes evident that social problems
are dynamic constructs deeply embedded in societal structures and interactions. The
sociological approach offers a critical framework for understanding not just the issues
themselves, but also the processes that shape public consciousness and institutional
responses. As societies evolve, so too will the definitions and interpretations of social
problems, reflecting changing values, power relations, and cultural contexts.
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social problem definition sociology: A Sociological Approach to Social Problems Noel Timms,
2014-08-07 The topics covered in this book are directly related to much of the misunderstanding of
what sociology is about. It is usual nowadays to label as sociological any discussion concerned,
however loosely, with ‘Society’. But a careful reading of Mr Timms’ treatment of the problem areas
he has chosen should make clear the difference between this use of the adjective in everyday
speech, and its more vigorous technical use. In dealing with his subject Mr Timms makes use of the
concepts of sociology such as ‘role’, ‘norms’, ‘social control’, ‘class’, and ‘family’.

social problem definition sociology: Constructing Social Problems Malcolm Spector,
2017-07-05 There is no adequate definition of social problems within sociology, and there is not and
never has been a sociology of social problems. That observation is the point of departure of this
book. The authors aim to provide such a definition and to prepare the ground for the empirical study
of social problems. They are aware that their objective will strike many fellow sociologists as
ambitious, perhaps even arrogant. Their work challenges sociologists who have, over a period of fifty
years, written treatises on social problems, produced textbooks cataloguing the nature, distribution,
and causes of these problems, and taught many sociology courses. It is only natural that the authors'
work will be viewed as controversial in light of the large literature which has established a sociology
of a wide range of social problems-the sociology of race relations, prostitution, poverty, crime,
mental illness, and so forth. In the 1970s when the authors were preparing for a seminar on the
sociology of social problems, their review of the literature revealed the absence of any systematic,
coherent statement of theory or method in the study of social problems. For many years the subject
was listed and offered by university departments of sociology as a service course to present
undergraduates with what they should know about the various social pathologies that exist in their
society. This conception of social problems for several decades has been reflected in the substance
and quality of the literature dominated by textbooks. In 'Constructing Social Problems', the authors
propose that social problems be conceived as the claims-making activities of individuals or groups
regarding social conditions they consider unjust, immoral, or harmful and that should be addressed.
This perspective, as the authors have formulated it, conceives of social problems as a process of
interaction that produces social problems as social facts in society. The authors further propose that
this proce

social problem definition sociology: The Sociology of Social Problems Adam Jamrozik,
Luisa Nocella, 1998-07-13 Social problems such as unemployment, poverty and drug addiction are a
fact of life in industrialised societies. This book examines the sociology of social problems from
interesting and challenging perspectives. It analyses how social problems emerge and are defined as
such, who takes responsibility for them, who is threatened by them and how they are managed,
solved or ignored. The authors examine and critique existing theories of social problems before
developing their own theoretical framework. Their 'theory of residualist conversion of social
problems' explains how certain social problems threaten legitimate power structures, so that
problems of a social or political nature are transformed into personal problems, and the 'helping
professions' are left to intervene. This book will become a key reference on class, inequality and
social intervention and an important text for students in sociology and social work courses.

social problem definition sociology: Social Problems and Public Policy Lee Rainwater, 1974
Deviance is by definition a social problem. Since deviant behavior violates the normative
expectations of a given group, deviance must be regarded as a problem for that group, since all
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groups of people want their norms to be enforced. Many modern societies place considerable value
on personal liberty, so much so that interference with personal choices to deviate from group norms
can be justified only in terms of the potential damage that particular kinds of behavior might do to
the legitimate interests of others. Sociological research suggests that the social problem associated
with deviance is often the behavior of individuals who violate norms cannot be justified in terms of
basic values of liberty, social order, or justice. In other kinds of deviance, though, the social problem
is that people or, in a more organized way, social institutions, interfere with individual liberty and
self-realization. Each selection in this volume has been chosen to cover a full range of substantive
problematic issues, a range of social science perspectives that can be brought to bear on issues of all
kinds, and a range of social science methodologies used in studying modern society. Deviance and
Liberty is divided up into thirty-nine contributions and five main parts ranging from Modern
Perspectives on Deviance and Social Problems; Deviant Exchanges: Gambling, Drugs, and Sex;
Deviant Personal Control: Illness, Violence, and Crime; Deviance, Identity, and the Life Cycle; and
Moral Enterprise and Moral Enforcement. It is a welcome addition to the libraries of those
interested in the study of deviance or society as a whole.

social problem definition sociology: Handbook of Social Problems George Ritzer, 2004
Ritzer's Handbook of Social Problems offers a comprehensive treatment of today’s major societal
issues. The articles are authored by some of the top scholars in the field and address problem areas
that will capture the interests of students and professors alike. The international coverage is most
welcome in this time of intensifying global inequalities. -Nancy Jurik, Arizona State University The
Handbook of Social Problems: A Comparative International Perspective provides a unique, broadly
comparative perspective on the current state of social problems and deviance in a variety of
societies around the world. Editor George Ritzer, along with leading U.S. and international
sociologists, examines the relationship between social problems and a society’s level of development
and affluence. The essays in this volume focus on four interrelated issues involved in the relationship
between social problems and the level of development and affluence: - Less developed and less
affluent societies are more likely to experience a range of social problems than developed and
affluent societies. - Affluence causes or at least brings with it a series of social problems that do not
exist in less affluent societies. - It is only with affluence that certain things can come to be imagined
as social problems, such as excessive consumption. - The very affluence of a society makes it
vulnerable to problems that would not be social problems in poorer societies. The Handbook
explores the theory of the weakness of the strong--in other words, strong or wealthy nations may
have greater vulnerability to some social problems than less developed or affluent societies. This
theory is clearly illustrated in this volume by the aftermath of September 11, 2001depicting the
vulnerability of the U.S. to social problems in far-removed corners of the world. In addition, the
international and comparative essays in this volume cover other important issues such as the impact
of modern technologies on social problems, ecological problems, global inequality, health as a social
problem, and much more. The Handbook of Social Problems is a vital resource for sociologists and
graduate students, as well as an excellent addition to any academic library.

social problem definition sociology: Sociology in Perspective Mark Kirby, 2000 This text,
specifically for AQA specifications, is designed to be easy and encouraging for students to use. The
book contains updated material and activities together with a new chapter on study skills. It also
indicates clearly where activities meet the new evidence requirements for key skills.

social problem definition sociology: 21st Century Sociology: A Reference Handbook Clifton
D. Bryant, Dennis L. Peck, 2007 Publisher Description

social problem definition sociology: Constructing Social Problems Malcolm Spector, There is
no adequate definition of social problems within sociology, and there is not and never has been a
sociology of social problems. That observation is the point of departure of this book. The authors aim
to provide such a definition and to prepare the ground for the empirical study of social problems.
They are aware that their objective will strike many fellow sociologists as ambitious, perhaps even
arrogant. Their work challenges sociologists who have, over a period of fifty years, written treatises




on social problems, produced textbooks cataloguing the nature, distribution, and causes of these
problems, and taught many sociology courses. It is only natural that the authors' work will be viewed
as controversial in light of the large literature which has established a sociology of a wide range of
social problems-the sociology of race relations, prostitution, poverty, crime, mental illness, and so
forth. In the 1970s when the authors were preparing for a seminar on the sociology of social
problems, their review of the literature revealed the absence of any systematic, coherent statement
of theory or method in the study of social problems. For many years the subject was listed and
offered by university departments of sociology as a service course to present undergraduates with
what they should know about the various social pathologies that exist in their society. This
conception of social problems for several decades has been reflected in the substance and quality of
the literature dominated by textbooks. In Constructing Social Problems, the authors propose that
social problems be conceived as the claims-making activities of individuals or groups regarding
social conditions they consider unjust, immoral, or harmful and that should be addressed. This
perspective, as the authors have formulated it, conceives of social problems as a process of
interaction that produces social problems as social facts in society. The authors further propose that
this process and the social facts it produces are the data to be researched for the sociology of social
problems. This volume will be of interest to those concerned with the discipline of sociology,
especially its current theoretical development and growth. Malcolm Spector was professor of
sociology at McGill University in Montreal, Canada. John I. Kitsuse is professor emeritus at the
University of California at Santa Cruz. He is co-author(with Leonard Broom) of The Managed
Casualty: The Japanese American Family in World War II, and co-editor (with Theodore R. Sarbin) of
Constructing the Social.

social problem definition sociology: Social Problems Richard Bourne, Jack Levin, 1983

social problem definition sociology: Understanding Cultural Sociology Dick Houtman,
2025-08-11 This fascinating book introduces the particularities, pleasures and promises of a
sociology that underscores the significance of culture as a vital dimension of social life. Elaborating
on Emile Durkheim’s and Max Weber’s classical sociologies of culture and religion it advocates a
cultural sociology that engages in theoretically driven empirical research into today’s major social
and political conflicts.

social problem definition sociology: Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology
Coursebook Chris Livesey, 2014-08-28 This revised set of resources for Cambridge International AS
and A Level Sociology syllabus (9699) is thoroughly updated for the latest syllabus. Written by a
highly experienced author, the Coursebook provides comprehensive support for the syllabus.
Accessible language combined with the clear, visually-engaging layout makes this an ideal resource
for the course. Discussion of significant sociological research, case studies, explanation of key terms
and questions within the text reinforce knowledge. Stimulating activities build interpretation and
application as well as analytical and evaluation skills. Revision checklists help in consolidating
understanding. The book provides complete exam support with each chapter culminating in
exam-style questions and a further chapter dedicated to revision, and examination skills and
practice. A Teacher's CD-ROM is also available.

social problem definition sociology: Sociology Projects David Barrat, Tony Cole,
2006-06-07 Sociology Projects: A Students' Guide is a no-nonsense, practical guide to project work
for Sociology students. It includes everything from advice on how to choose a manageable topic to
checklists reminding you what you need to have done by when. Taking you right through from the
initial preparation to the final results, this is an entertaining and highly informative workbook. It will
show you: * where to look for useful documents * how not to get overwhelmed by data * when to
prepare - and how to evaluate - a questionnaire * ways of presenting your material to best effect *
how to anticipate both the possibilities and the pitfalls ... and lots more. Written by experienced
teachers with extensive knowledge of project work, Sociology Projects will be one of those books a
student can't afford to be without!

social problem definition sociology: Handbook of Constructionist Research James A.



Holstein, Jaber F. Gubrium, 2013-10-21 Constructionism has become one of the most popular
research approaches in the social sciences. But until now, little attention has been given to the
conceptual and methodological underpinnings of the constructionist stance, and the remarkable
diversity within the field. This cutting-edge handbook brings together a dazzling array of scholars to
review the foundations of constructionist research, how it is put into practice in multiple disciplines,
and where it may be headed in the future. The volume critically examines the analytic frameworks,
strategies of inquiry, and methodological choices that together form the mosaic of contemporary
constructionism, making it an authoritative reference for anyone interested in conducting research
in a constructionist vein.

social problem definition sociology: Sociology on Film Chris Cagle, 2016-12-28 After World
War II, Hollywood’s “social problem films”—tackling topical issues that included racism, crime,
mental illness, and drug abuse—were hits with critics and general moviegoers alike. In an era of film
famed for its reliance on pop psychology, these movies were a form of popular sociology, bringing
the academic discipline’s concerns to a much broader audience. Sociology on Film examines how the
postwar “problem film” translated contemporary policy debates and intellectual discussions into
cinematic form in order to become one of the preeminent genres of prestige drama. Chris Cagle
chronicles how these movies were often politically fractious, the work of progressive directors and
screenwriters who drew scrutiny from the House Un-American Activities Committee. Yet he also
proposes that the genre helped to construct an abstract discourse of “society” that served to unify a
middlebrow American audience. As he considers the many forms of print media that served to
inspire social problem films, including journalism, realist novels, and sociological texts, Cagle also
explores their distinctive cinematic aesthetics. Through a close analysis of films like Gentleman’s
Agreement, The Lost Weekend, and Intruder in the Dust, he presents a compelling case that the
visual style of these films was intimately connected to their more expressly political and sociological
aspirations. Sociology on Film demonstrates how the social problem picture both shaped and
reflected the middle-class viewer’s national self-image, making a lasting impact on Hollywood’s
aesthetic direction.

social problem definition sociology: Social Problems , 1975

social problem definition sociology: The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology George
Ritzer, J. Michael Ryan, 2010-12-03 This concise encyclopedia is the most complete international
survey of sociology ever created in one volume. Contains over 800 entries from the whole breadth of
the discipline Distilled from the highly regarded Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, with entries
completely revised and updated to provide succinct and up-to-date coverage of the fundamental
topics Global in scope, both in terms of topics and contributors Each entry includes references and
suggestions for further reading Cross-referencing allows easy movement around the volume

social problem definition sociology: The Methodology of the Social Problem Albion W.
Small, 1898

social problem definition sociology: Encyclopedia of Criminological Theory Francis T. Cullen,
Pamela Wilcox, 2010-09-23 'Consistently excellent.... The level and coverage of the content make
this an invaluable reference for students studying criminology or taking criminal psychology
modules at degree level and beyond' - Adam Tocock, Reference Reviews In discussing a criminology
topic, lecturers and course textbooks often toss out names of theorists or make a sideways reference
to a particular theory and move on, as if assuming their student audience possesses the necessary
background to appreciate and integrate the reference. However, university reference librarians can
tell you this is often far from the case. Students often approach them seeking a source to provide a
quick overview of a particular theory or theorist with just the basics - the who, what, where, how and
why, if you will. And reference librarians often find it difficult to guide these students to a quick,
one-stop source. In response, SAGE Reference is publishing the two-volume Encyclopedia of
Criminological Theory, available in both print and electronic formats. This serves as a reference
source for anyone interested in the roots of contemporary criminological theory. Drawing together a
team of international scholars, it examines the global landscape of all the key theories and the



theorists behind them, presenting them in the context needed to understand their strengths and
weaknesses. In addition to interpretations of long-established theories, it also offers essays on
cutting-edge research as one might find in a handbook. And, like an unabridged dictionary, it
provides concise, to-the-point definitions of key concepts, ideas, schools, and figures. Coverage will
include: contexts and concepts in criminological theory the social construction of crime policy
implications of theory diversity and intercultural contexts conflict theory rational choice theories
conservative criminology feminist theory.

social problem definition sociology: Social Issues in Sport, Leisure, and Health Sine
Agergaard, David Karen, 2023-10-03 This book examines how social issues shape and influence our
engagement with sport, leisure time physical activity, and health-promoting exercise. Connecting the
personal with the public, it helps the reader understand how individual exercise, leisure, and sport
participation are both facilitated and constrained by their social contexts. Presenting a series of
in-depth descriptions of grassroots sport, urban lifestyle sport, physical activity across the life
course, sport for children with special needs, and the development of creative climates in sport, this
book seeks to encourage what C. Wright Mills described as the “sociological imagination”. Every
chapter begins with an individual-level account centred on everyday challenges with accessing
sport, partaking in leisure activities, and meeting guidelines for daily exercise before exploring the
larger, socially determined patterns in which those experiences are located, establishing a vital
template for the social scientific study of sport, leisure, and health. Touching on key contemporary
themes including diversity, inclusion, health inequalities, and physical inactivity, as well as selection
and intensification in sports, this book offers new case material and theoretical tools for
understanding the relationships between sport, leisure, health, and the wider society. This is an
indispensable companion for any course on the sociology of sport, exercise, leisure, or physical
activity and health.

social problem definition sociology: Redefining Social Problems Edward Seidman, Julian
Rappaport, 2013-06-29
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