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plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents opens the door to understanding one
of the most pivotal Supreme Court decisions in American history. This 1896 ruling
essentially upheld racial segregation laws for over half a century, embedding the
“separate but equal” doctrine into the fabric of American society. But what led to this
landmark case, what legal documents and arguments were involved, and how did it shape
the civil rights landscape? Let’s dive into the story behind Plessy v Ferguson, exploring the
historical context, the court’s reasoning, and the lasting impact documented through legal
sources.

The Origins of Plessy v Ferguson

To truly grasp the significance of Plessy v Ferguson, it’s important to look at the post-Civil
War era, particularly the Reconstruction period and its aftermath. The 13th, 14th, and
15th Amendments aimed to abolish slavery, guarantee equal protection under the law, and
secure voting rights for African Americans. However, by the late 19th century, Southern
states enacted Jim Crow laws to enforce racial segregation and disenfranchise Black
citizens.

Who Was Homer Plessy?

Homer Plessy was a man of mixed race, classified as "colored" under Louisiana law. In
1892, he deliberately challenged Louisiana’s Separate Car Act—which mandated separate
railway cars for white and Black passengers—by sitting in a whites-only car. His arrest
was part of a planned test case by the Citizens’ Committee to Test the Constitutionality of
the Separate Car Act, a group committed to fighting segregation laws through legal
channels.

The Legal Challenge

Plessy’s legal team argued that the segregation law violated the 13th and 14th
Amendments. The 14th Amendment, in particular, promises “equal protection of the laws”
to all citizens, which Plessy’s lawyers believed was contradicted by enforced racial
separation. The case moved through Louisiana courts before reaching the U.S. Supreme
Court, where the constitutionality of “separate but equal” facilities was to be decided.



Key Documents in the Plessy v Ferguson Case

Understanding Plessy v Ferguson requires examining the primary documents that shaped
the case: court briefs, the majority opinion, and dissenting opinions.

The Petition and Legal Briefs

The initial petition filed by Plessy's lawyers laid out the constitutional argument against
segregation. It emphasized that racial segregation stigmatized African Americans,
perpetuating inequality. The briefs also referenced the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th
Amendment, arguing that enforced segregation treated African Americans as inherently
inferior.

The Supreme Court’s Majority Opinion

Delivered by Justice Henry Billings Brown, the majority opinion concluded that
segregation was constitutional so long as facilities were “separate but equal.” The Court
reasoned that the 14th Amendment was not intended to abolish distinctions based on race
or to enforce social equality, but to ensure political and legal equality. This legal
interpretation provided a constitutional cover for segregation laws nationwide.

Justice John Marshall Harlan’s Dissent

Perhaps the most famous aspect of Plessy v Ferguson is Justice Harlan’s dissent. He
argued passionately that the Constitution is "color-blind" and does not tolerate classes
among citizens. Harlan warned that the decision would become “as pernicious as the
decision made by this tribunal in the Dred Scott Case.” His dissent is frequently cited in
later civil rights cases as a moral and legal counterpoint to segregation.

The Impact of Plessy v Ferguson on American
Society

Institutionalizing Segregation

After the decision, states across the South rapidly expanded Jim Crow laws. Public
spaces—including schools, restrooms, restaurants, and transportation—were segregated,
often with African American facilities of far lower quality. The “separate but equal”
doctrine provided legal justification for this systemic inequality.



Resistance and the Path to Civil Rights

While Plessy v Ferguson institutionalized segregation, it also sparked resistance.
Organizations like the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People) focused on challenging segregation laws through legal battles, education, and
advocacy. Landmark cases like Brown v Board of Education (1954) eventually overturned
Plessy, declaring that “separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.”

Lessons from the Documents

The original legal documents from Plessy v Ferguson serve as a window into the legal
reasoning of the era and the struggles faced by civil rights activists. They highlight the
importance of legal strategy, constitutional interpretation, and the role of the judiciary in
shaping societal norms. For students and historians, these documents emphasize how laws
can both reflect and enforce social attitudes.

Why Plessy v Ferguson Still Matters Today

The echoes of Plessy v Ferguson resonate in contemporary discussions about racial justice
and equality. The case reminds us of the dangers of legalizing discrimination and the
importance of vigilance in protecting civil rights. It also serves as a powerful example of
how individuals—like Homer Plessy—and groups can use the legal system to challenge
injustice.

Understanding Legal Precedents

For those interested in law and history, studying Plessy v Ferguson alongside its original
documents provides insight into how Supreme Court precedents are established and later
dismantled. It demonstrates that constitutional interpretation can evolve, reflecting
changes in societal values and political will.

Resources for Further Exploration

- The official Supreme Court opinions and briefs related to Plessy v Ferguson are
accessible through legal databases such as Oyez and Cornell’s Legal Information Institute.
- Historical archives, including newspapers and personal letters from the era, provide
context on public reaction and activism.
- Books and documentaries on Jim Crow laws often feature detailed analysis of Plessy and
its aftermath.

Exploring these resources enriches our understanding of how law and society intersect
and the continuous journey toward equality.



Plessy v Ferguson remains a cornerstone case in American legal history. By examining its
origins, key documents, and consequences, we gain valuable perspective on the
complexities of racial justice and the power of the judiciary. Whether you’re a student,
educator, or curious reader, delving into this case offers lessons that are as relevant today
as they were over a century ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Plessy v. Ferguson in
American legal history?
Plessy v. Ferguson, decided in 1896, is significant because it established the 'separate but
equal' doctrine, which upheld racial segregation laws and legitimized state laws requiring
racial segregation in public facilities.

What were the main facts of the Plessy v. Ferguson
case?
The case arose when Homer Plessy, who was seven-eighths white and one-eighth black,
refused to leave a whites-only railroad car in Louisiana, challenging the state's Separate
Car Act which mandated racial segregation on trains.

How did the Supreme Court rule in Plessy v. Ferguson,
and what was their reasoning?
The Supreme Court ruled 7-1 against Plessy, stating that racial segregation did not violate
the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment as long as the separate facilities were
equal in quality.

What impact did the Plessy v. Ferguson decision have on
segregation laws in the United States?
The decision provided legal justification for segregation laws throughout the South and
other parts of the country, leading to widespread implementation of Jim Crow laws and
institutionalized racial discrimination for decades.

What role do the documents related to Plessy v.
Ferguson play in understanding the case?
The documents, including court opinions, legal briefs, and contemporary writings, offer
insight into the legal arguments, social context, and racial attitudes of the time, helping
historians and scholars analyze the case's impact and legacy.



Who authored the majority opinion in Plessy v.
Ferguson, and what was its main argument?
Justice Henry Billings Brown authored the majority opinion, arguing that the Louisiana
law was a reasonable exercise of the state's police powers and that segregation did not
imply the inferiority of African Americans.

How did Plessy v. Ferguson influence later civil rights
movements and legal challenges?
The ruling entrenched segregation until it was overturned by Brown v. Board of Education
in 1954. It also galvanized civil rights activists to challenge segregation and discrimination
legally and socially in the mid-20th century.

Additional Resources
Plessy v Ferguson: A Brief History with Documents

plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents provides a crucial window into one
of the most pivotal Supreme Court cases in American legal history. Decided in 1896,
Plessy v Ferguson upheld the constitutionality of racial segregation laws for public
facilities under the doctrine of “separate but equal.” This ruling legitimized state laws that
institutionalized racial segregation and had a profound impact on civil rights, shaping
American society for decades. Exploring the background, legal arguments, and key
documents associated with Plessy v Ferguson offers insight into the complex interplay of
law, race, and social policy in post-Reconstruction America.

The Historical Context of Plessy v Ferguson

In the aftermath of the Civil War and Reconstruction, Southern states enacted a series of
Jim Crow laws designed to enforce racial segregation and disenfranchise African
Americans. By the 1890s, this segregation extended to public transportation, schools, and
other public facilities. Homer Plessy, a man of mixed race, deliberately challenged
Louisiana’s Separate Car Act of 1890 by refusing to leave a whites-only railway car. His
arrest and subsequent conviction set the stage for a legal battle that would reach the
Supreme Court.

The legal question in Plessy v Ferguson centered on whether state-imposed racial
segregation violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. Plessy’s
legal team argued that the Separate Car Act was unconstitutional because it enforced
racial discrimination and inequality. Conversely, the State of Louisiana maintained that
segregation was a matter of public policy and did not imply the inferiority of African
Americans if facilities were “equal.”



Key Documents and Legal Arguments

Several vital documents illuminate the case’s trajectory and the Supreme Court’s
rationale:

Petition for Writ of Certiorari: Filed by Plessy’s attorneys, this document
requested the Supreme Court to review the Louisiana Supreme Court’s decision
affirming Plessy’s conviction.

Briefs Submitted to the Supreme Court: Both sides submitted detailed briefs.
Plessy’s brief emphasized constitutional protections against racial discrimination,
while Louisiana’s brief defended segregation as a legitimate exercise of state police
powers.

Majority Opinion (Justice Henry Billings Brown): The Court’s opinion famously
introduced the “separate but equal” doctrine, arguing that segregation did not imply
the inferiority of African Americans and was permissible under the Constitution.

Dissenting Opinion (Justice John Marshall Harlan): Arguably the most
significant dissent in Supreme Court history, Harlan’s opinion warned that the ruling
would foster racial inequality and undermine the principle of equal citizenship.

These documents collectively reveal the legal reasoning and ideological divide that framed
the case and its outcome.

Analysis of the Supreme Court’s Decision

The 7-1 decision in Plessy v Ferguson effectively sanctioned segregation laws, stating that
“separate but equal” facilities did not violate the Equal Protection Clause. The Court
reasoned that the Fourteenth Amendment intended to enforce political and civil equality
but did not abolish distinctions based on color or enforce social equality.

This ruling had widespread implications. It emboldened states throughout the South to
expand segregationist policies in schools, transportation, and public accommodations. The
doctrine of “separate but equal” became a legal shield for systemic discrimination, often in
practice resulting in severely unequal and underfunded facilities for African Americans.

Comparisons to Other Landmark Cases

Plessy v Ferguson is often contrasted with Brown v Board of Education (1954), which
overturned “separate but equal” in the context of public education, declaring segregation
inherently unequal. While Plessy entrenched segregation, Brown marked a turning point
toward civil rights reform.



Additionally, earlier cases such as Strauder v West Virginia (1880) and later rulings like
Shelley v Kraemer (1948) show a trajectory of judicial attitudes toward race and equality.
Plessy stands as a cautionary example of how legal interpretations can either advance or
hinder social justice.

The Legacy and Impact of Plessy v Ferguson

The Plessy decision entrenched racial segregation for nearly six decades. Its impact
extended beyond transportation to public schools, restrooms, restaurants, and more,
institutionalizing racial hierarchies. The ruling also galvanized African American activists
and organizations, such as the NAACP, to challenge segregation through legal and
political means.

Harlan’s dissent gained renewed attention during the civil rights movement, serving as a
moral and legal foundation for efforts to dismantle Jim Crow laws. His assertion that “our
Constitution is color-blind” resonates as a principle of equality and justice.

Pros and Cons of the “Separate but Equal” Doctrine

While the doctrine was upheld as a legal compromise at the time, it had significant
drawbacks:

Pros:

Provided a constitutional justification for states to regulate public facilities and
maintain order.

Appeased Southern states resistant to racial integration immediately after
Reconstruction.

Cons:

In practice, “separate” facilities were rarely “equal,” leading to systemic
deprivation for African Americans.

Legitimized racial discrimination and segregation, reinforcing social
inequalities and racial stereotypes.

Delayed civil rights progress for decades by embedding segregation in law.



Conclusion: Understanding Plessy v Ferguson
Through Documents

Examining plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents reveals the complexities of
constitutional interpretation, societal values, and racial politics at the turn of the 20th
century. The case’s documents—the petitions, briefs, and opinions—offer a detailed
narrative of a nation grappling with the legacy of slavery and the promise of equality.

Though the ruling itself upheld segregation, the discourse it generated laid groundwork
for future challenges to racial injustice. Understanding Plessy v Ferguson remains
essential to comprehending the legal and social battles that have shaped modern civil
rights in the United States. The case underscores the power of the Supreme Court in
defining the contours of equality and the enduring struggle to realize it fully.
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Discusses the historic Supreme Court case involving a Black man who boarded a whites-only car in
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Asante, Ama Mazama, 2005 In the 1960s Black Studies emerged as both an academic field and a
radical new ideological paradigm. Editors Molefi Kete Asante and Ama Mazama (Black Studies,
Temple U.), both influential and renowned scholars, have compiled an encyclopedia for students,
high school and beyond, and general readers. It presents analysis of key individuals, events, a
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Punishment in America Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-07-20 Several encyclopedias overview the
contemporary system of criminal justice in America, but full understanding of current social
problems and contemporary strategies to deal with them can come only with clear appreciation of
the historical underpinnings of those problems. Thus, this five-volume work surveys the history and
philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice institutions in America from colonial times to
the present. It covers the whole of the criminal justice system, from crimes, law enforcement and
policing, to courts, corrections and human services. Among other things, this encyclopedia:
explicates philosophical foundations underpinning our system of justice; charts changing patterns in
criminal activity and subsequent effects on legal responses; identifies major periods in the
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by a fifth volume containing annotated primary documents - evolving debates and conflicts on how
best to address issues of crime and punishment. Its signed entries in the first four
volumes--supplemented by a fifth volume containing annotated primary documents--provide the
historical context for students to better understand contemporary criminological debates and the
contemporary shape of the U.S. system of law and justice.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: American History, Race and the Struggle
for Equality Masaki Kawashima, 2016-12-16 Powerfully synthesizing major currents in the field, this
book addresses the issue of inequality across American politics and society, using race as a lens for
the exploration of major themes in American history. It considers the concept of race as a social
construction, against the background of the historical struggles for “fairness” in a society based on
the framework of democracy, whose principle is that majority’s consent be necessary for the
fulfillment of “justice.” Foregrounding problems of race, capital, and political economy, it
particularly examines the connections between race and class, the relationship of slavery and
national politics, and the distinctive intellectual framework that Americans have developed to
discuss “race.” Offering a detailed account of civil rights legislation, an overview of immigration law
and policy, and comprehensive overviews of debates about affirmative action, immigration, and the
causes and solutions to racialized urban poverty, this book emphasizes what is distinctive about the
United States and offers a unique comparative framework for thinking about America’s racial past.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Myth of Judicial Activism Kermit
Roosevelt, 2008-01-01 Constitutional scholar Kermit Roosevelt uses plain language and compelling
examples to explain how the Constitution can be both a constant and an organic document, and
takes a balanced look at controversial decisions through a compelling new lens of constitutional
interpretation.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History
Andrew Whitmore Robertson, 2010 Annotation st1\: · {behavior:url(£ieooui) } Unparalleled coverage
of U.S. political development through a unique chronological frameworkEncyclopedia of U.S.
Political History explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements
that have created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in
the fields of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and
scholars the opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the
present day. With greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political
History identifies and illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader &
BAD:rsquo;s understanding of American political institutions, culture, behavior, and change.
Focusing on both government and history, the Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to
the topic with more than 100 essays for each of the critical time periods covered. With each volume
covering one of seven time periods that correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and
articles in this authoritative encyclopedia focus on thefollowing themes of political history:The three
branches of governmentElections and political partiesLegal and constitutional historiesPolitical
movements and philosophies, and key political figuresEconomicsMilitary politicsInternational
relations, treaties, and alliancesRegional historiesKey FeaturesOrganized chronologically by political
erasReader & BAD:rsquo;s guide for easy-topic searching across volumesMaps, photographs, and
tables enhance the textSigned entries by a stellar group of contributorsVOLUME 1Colonial
Beginnings through Revolution1500 & BAD:ndash;1783Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert
H. Lehman CollegeThe colonial period witnessed the transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into
an independent federated republic. This volume discusses the diversity of the colonial political
experience & BAD:mdash;a diversity that modern scholars have found defies easy synthesis &
BAD:mdash;as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to revolution, and the
ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2The Early Republic1784 & BAD:ndash;1840Volume
Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue UniversityNo period in the history of the United States was
more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American republic.
This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and the



development of the party system.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Rhetorical Road to Brown v. Board of
Education Wanda Little Fenimore, 2023-04-21 As early as 1947, Black parents in rural South
Carolina began seeking equal educational opportunities for their children. After two unsuccessful
lawsuits, these families directly challenged legally mandated segregation in public schools with a
third lawsuit in 1950, which was eventually decided in Brown v. Board of Education. Amidst the
Black parents’ resistance, Elizabeth Avery Waring, a twice-divorced northern socialite, and her third
husband, federal judge J. Waties Waring, launched a rhetorical campaign condemning white
supremacy and segregation. In a series of speeches, the Warings exposed the incongruity between
American democratic ideals and the reality for Black Americans in the Jim Crow South. They urged
audiences to pressure elected representatives to force southern states to end legal segregation.
Wanda Little Fenimore employs innovative research methods to recover the Warings’ speeches that
said the unsayable about white supremacy. When the couple poked at the contradiction between
segregation and “all men are created equal,” white supremacists pushed back. As a result, the
couple received both damning and congratulatory letters that reveal the terms upon which
segregation was defended and the reasons those who opposed white supremacy remained silent.
Using rich archival materials, Fenimore crafts an engaging narrative that illustrates the rhetorical
context from which Brown v. Board of Education arose and dispels the notion that the decision was
inevitable. The first full-length account of the Warings’ rhetoric, this multilayered story of social
progress traces the symbolic battle that provided a locus for change in the landmark Supreme Court
decision.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Judicial Branch: Evaluating and
Interpreting Laws Brian Duignan, Carolyn DeCarlo, 2018-07-15 While the Supreme Court is
certainly a beacon of the judiciary system, it is not the only element in this branch of the U.S.
government. In this text, the reader is immersed into the judicial branch at all levels, including state
and circuit courts, courts of appeals, and their individual functions. By honing in on some of the
pivotal cases tried by the judicial branch in the United States, such as Brown v. Board of Education
and Roe v. Wade, this book establishes the worth and importance of judges, juries, and lawyers to
our nation's past and present.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Palgrave Handbook of Sexuality
Education Louisa Allen, Mary Lou Rasmussen, 2016-11-09 This authoritative, state-of-the-art
Handbook provides an authoritative overview of issues within sexuality education, coupled with
ground-breaking discussion of emerging and unconventional insights in the field. With 32
contributions from 12 countries it definitively traces the landscape of issues, theories and practices
in sexuality education globally. These rich and multidisciplinary essays are written by renowned
critical sexualities studies experts and rising stars in this area and grouped under four main areas:
Global Assemblages of Sexuality Education Sexualities Education in Schools Sexual Cultures,
Entertainment Media and Communication Technologies Re-animating What Else Sexuality Education
Research Can Do, Be and Become Importantly, this Handbook does not equate sexuality education
with safer sex education nor understand this subject as confined to school based programmes.
Instead, sexuality education is understood more broadly and to occur in spaces as diverse as
community settings and entertainment media, and via communication technologies. It is an essential
and comprehensive reference resource for academics, students and researchers of sexuality
education that both demarcates the field and stimulates critical discussion of its edges. Chapter 2 is
available open access under a CC BY 4.0 license via link.springer.com.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Pursuit of Justice Kermit L. Hall,
John J. Patrick, 2006-12 Reviews and discusses landmark cases heard by the United States Supreme
court from 1803 through 2000.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Literature of Reconstruction Brook
Thomas, 2017-01-17 In this groundbreaking new study, author Brook Thomas argues that literary
analysis can enhance our historical understanding of race and Reconstruction. The standard view



that Reconstruction ended with the Compromise of 1877 is a retrospective construction. Works of
literature provide the perspective of those who continued to see possibilities for its renewal well past
1877. Historians have long tried to reconcile social history's emphasis on the local with political
history's emphasis on the national. Literature creates national political allegories while focusing on
events in a particular locale. Moreover, the debate over Reconstruction was a debate about state
legitimacy as well as specific laws. It was a question of foundational myths as well as foundational
legal principles. Literature's political allegories allow us to recreate those debates rather than view
the end of Reconstruction as a foregone conclusion. Because many of the issues raised by
Reconstruction remain unresolved, those debates continue into the present. Chapters treat how the
racial issues raised by Reconstruction are interwoven with debates over state v. national authority,
efforts to combat terrorism (the KKK), the paternalism of welfare, economic expansion, and the
question of who should rightly inherit the nation's past. Thomas examines authors who opposed
Reconstruction, authors who supported it, and authors who struggled with mixed feelings. This
exciting text will set the standard in literary historical studies for decades to come--
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: A Refugee from His Race Carolyn L.
Karcher, 2016-02-10 During one of the darkest periods of U.S. history, when white supremacy was
entrenching itself throughout the nation, the white writer-jurist-activist Albion W. Tourgée
(1838-1905) forged an extraordinary alliance with African Americans. Acclaimed by blacks as “one of
the best friends of the Afro-American people this country has ever produced” and reviled by white
Southerners as a race traitor, Tourgée offers an ideal lens through which to reexamine the often
caricatured relations between progressive whites and African Americans. He collaborated closely
with African Americans in founding an interracial civil rights organization eighteen years before the
inception of the NAACP, in campaigning against lynching alongside Ida B. Wells and Cleveland
Gazette editor Harry C. Smith, and in challenging the ideology of segregation as lead counsel for
people of color in the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson case. Here, Carolyn L. Karcher provides the first
in-depth account of this collaboration. Drawing on Tourgée’s vast correspondence with African
American intellectuals, activists, and ordinary folk, on African American newspapers and on his
newspaper column, “A Bystander’s Notes,” in which he quoted and replied to letters from his
correspondents, the book also captures the lively dialogue about race that Tourgée and his
contemporaries carried on.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Gilded Age & Progressive Era
Elisabeth Israels Perry, Karen Manners Smith, 2006-10-30 This Companion is an alphabetical
encyclopedia of the Gilded Age & Progressive Era (GAPE) in the United States, beginning in 1877
with the end of Reconstruction and extending to 1919-20, the end of World War I and the beginning
of the Harding administration. Combining materials from traditional political history with newer
materials from social, ethnic, and cultural history, the book reflects historiographic trends that have
influenced the writing of Gilded Age and Progressive Era histories in recent years. These include
revisiting major events with gender and race at the center; asking new questions about the role of
economic change and social movements; using literary and critical race theories to read traditional
evidence, such as court records and military and diplomatic reports, in new ways; understanding the
growing connections in this period of the United States with other parts of the world (globalism);
and emphasizing the connection between labor and economic trends and social and political
movements. The Gilded Age and Progressive Era: A Student Companion includes articles on overall
trends (immigration, education, music, sports), social movements (anarchism, child labor movement,
consumer movement, conservation movement), terms (armistice, chain store, chautauqua),
organizations (American Expeditionary Force, Knights of Labor, Republican party), issues (gender
relations, race relations), events (Haymarket Square massacre, Palmer raids, Pullman strike), legal
cases (Lochner v. New York), laws (Chinese Exclusion Act, Meat Inspection Act, Selective Service
Act), ethnic groups (Mexicans, Chinese), economic issues (trusts, scientific management), and
biographies. The articles are cross-referenced and have sources for specific further reading.
Backmatter consists of chronology, general further reading and websites, and index.



Black-and-white illustrations--including photographs, maps, fine arts, and graphics--complement the
text. Oxford's Student Companions to American History are state-of-the-art references for school and
home, specifically designed and written for ages 12 through adult. Each book is a concise but
comprehensive A-to-Z guide to a major historical period or theme in U.S. history, with articles on key
issues and prominent individuals. The authors--distinguished scholars well-known in their areas of
expertise--ensure that the entries are accurate, up-to-date, and accessible. Special features include
an introductory section on how to use the book, further reading lists, cross-references, chronology,
and full index.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: Claiming the Stones, Naming the
Bones Elazar Barkan, Ronald Bush, 2003-01-09 These fourteen essays address controversies over a
variety of cultural properties, exploring them from perspectives of law, archeology, physical
anthropology, ethnobiology, ethnomusicology, history, and cultural and literary study. The book
divides cultural property into three types: Tangible, unique property like the Parthenon marbles;
intangible property such as folktales, music, and folk remedies; and communal representations,
which have lead groups to censor both outsiders and insiders as cultural traitors.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Human Tradition in the Civil Rights
Movement Susan M. Glisson, 2006 The American civil rights movement represents one of the most
remarkable social revolutions in all of world history. While no one would discount the significance of
the leadership of Martin Luther King and others, we should also recognize that the fight could not
have been waged without the countless foot soldiers in the trenches. As an important corrective to
the traditional great man studies, these essays emphasize the importance of grassroots actions and
individual agency in the effort to bring about national civil renewal. These biographies assert the
importance of individuals on the local level working towards civil rights and the influence that this
primarily African-American movement had on others including La Raza, the Native American
Movement, feminism, and gay rights. Through engaging biographies of such varied individuals as
Abraham Galloway, Ida B. Wells, James K. Vardaman, Jose Angel Gutierrez, and Sylvia Rivera,
Glisson widens the scope of most Civil Rights studies beyond the 1954-1965 time frame to include its
full history since the Civil War. By widening the time frame studied, these essays underscore the
difficult, often unrewarded and generational nature of social change.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: An Army of Lions Shawn Leigh
Alexander, 2011-09-28 In January 1890, journalist T. Thomas Fortune stood before a delegation of
African American activists in Chicago and declared, We know our rights and have the courage to
defend them, as together they formed the Afro-American League, the nation's first national civil
rights organization. Over the next two decades, Fortune and his fellow activists organized, agitated,
and, in the process, created the foundation for the modern civil rights movement. An Army of Lions:
The Civil Rights Struggle Before the NAACP traces the history of this first generation of activists and
the organizations they formed to give the most comprehensive account of black America's struggle
for civil rights from the end of Reconstruction to the formation of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People in 1909. Here a host of leaders neglected by posterity—Bishop
Alexander Walters, Mary Church Terrell, Jesse Lawson, Lewis G. Jordan, Kelly Miller, George H.
White, Frederick McGhee, Archibald Grimké—worked alongside the more familiar figures of Ida B.
Wells-Barnett, W. E. B. Du Bois, and Booker T. Washington, who are viewed through a fresh lens. As
Jim Crow curtailed modes of political protest and legal redress, members of the Afro-American
League and the organizations that formed in its wake—including the Afro-American Council, the
Niagara Movement, the Constitution League, and the Committee of Twelve—used propaganda,
moral suasion, boycotts, lobbying, electoral office, and the courts, as well as the call for self-defense,
to end disfranchisement, segregation, and racial violence. In the process, the League and the
organizations it spawned provided the ideological and strategic blueprint of the NAACP and the
struggle for civil rights in the twentieth century, demonstrating that there was significant and
effective agitation during the age of accommodation.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Construction of Whiteness



Stephen Middleton, David R. Roediger, Donald M. Shaffer, 2016-04-13 A CHOICE Outstanding
Academic Title, 2017 This volume collects interdisciplinary essays that examine the crucial
intersection between whiteness as a privileged racial category and the various material practices
(social, cultural, political, and economic) that undergird white ideological influence in America. In
truth, the need to examine whiteness as a problem has rarely been grasped outside academic circles.
The ubiquity of whiteness--its pervasive quality as an ideal that is at once omnipresent and
invisible--makes it the very epitome of the mainstream in America. And yet the undeniable
relationship between whiteness and inequality in this country necessitates a thorough interrogation
of its formation, its representation, and its reproduction. Essays here seek to do just that work.
Editors and contributors interrogate whiteness as a social construct, revealing the underpinnings of
narratives that foster white skin as an ideal of beauty, intelligence, and power. Contributors examine
whiteness from several disciplinary perspectives, including history, communication, law, sociology,
and literature. Its breadth and depth makes The Construction of Whiteness a refined introduction to
the critical study of race for a new generation of scholars, undergraduates, and graduate students.
Moreover, the interdisciplinary approach of the collection will appeal to scholars in African and
African American studies, ethnic studies, cultural studies, legal studies, and more. This collection
delivers an important contribution to the field of whiteness studies in its multifaceted impact on
American history and culture.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: Law and the Humanities Austin Sarat,
Matthew Daniel Anderson, Cathrine O. Frank, 2010 A review and analysis of existing scholarship on
the different national traditions and on the various modes and subjects of law and humanities.
  plessy v ferguson a brief history with documents: The Supreme Court Peter Charles Hoffer,
Williamjames Hoffer, N. E. H. Hull, 2007 For more than two centuries, the U.S. Supreme Court has
provided a battleground for nearly every controversial issue in our nations history. This veteran
team of talented historians produces the most readable, astute, and up-to-date single-volume history
of this venerated institution.
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