
history of painted ladies
The Enchanting History of Painted Ladies: Victorian Charm in Color

history of painted ladies reveals a fascinating journey through architecture, art, and
urban culture, wrapped in vibrant hues and intricate details. These iconic Victorian and
Edwardian houses, often seen in pastel and jewel tones, have become emblematic of
certain American cities, especially San Francisco. But their story goes beyond just pretty
colors on charming homes—it reflects social trends, technological advances, and cultural
shifts spanning more than a century.

The Origins of Painted Ladies

The term "painted ladies" originally referred to Victorian houses adorned with three or
more colors that highlight their architectural details—ornate trims, bay windows, and
decorative moldings. While the style itself stems from the Victorian era (circa 1837 to
1901), the nickname gained popularity in the late 20th century.

Victorian Architecture and Its Flourish

The Victorian era introduced a variety of architectural styles, including Queen Anne,
Italianate, and Gothic Revival, all characterized by elaborate ornamentation and
asymmetrical designs. These homes were built during a period of rapid industrialization,
allowing for mass-produced decorative elements such as spindles, brackets, and stained
glass. The availability of new paint pigments and improved painting techniques made it
possible to experiment with multiple colors, adding vibrancy to these structures.

The Role of Industrialization

Industrial advances in the 19th century played a crucial role in the evolution of painted
ladies. Factories could produce affordable and durable paint in a spectrum of colors,
which was a significant departure from the monochromatic or limited color schemes of
previous architectural periods. The invention of ready-mixed paint further encouraged
homeowners and builders to embrace more colorful exteriors. This technological leap
allowed the intricate woodwork of Victorian homes to be accentuated with contrasting
shades, making the houses visually striking and unique.

Why “Painted Ladies” Became a Cultural
Phenomenon

The phrase "painted ladies" itself was popularized in the 1970s by writer Elizabeth



Pomada and photographer Michael Larsen in their book *Painted Ladies: San Francisco’s
Resplendent Victorians*. The book celebrated the beauty of these homes and sparked a
revival in appreciation for their aesthetic and historical value.

San Francisco’s Painted Ladies and Urban Renewal

San Francisco is undoubtedly the most famous city associated with painted ladies,
particularly the row of Victorian homes along Alamo Square Park, often called the "Seven
Sisters." These houses survived the 1906 earthquake and fire, and their restoration
became a symbol of urban renewal during the 1960s and 70s. The city’s embrace of these
colorful homes marked a shift from neglect to pride in preserving architectural heritage.

Impact on Popular Culture

Painted ladies have featured prominently in films, television shows, and photography,
further embedding them in popular culture. The opening credits of the TV show *Full
House* famously showcased the San Francisco painted ladies, turning these houses into
an instantly recognizable symbol. Their photogenic appeal and nostalgic charm continue
to attract tourists, photographers, and architecture enthusiasts alike.

Architectural Details and Color Schemes of
Painted Ladies

Understanding the architectural nuances of painted ladies helps appreciate why color
plays such a vital role in their appeal. These homes often boast ornate trims, spindlework,
brackets, turrets, and bay windows—all perfect canvases for a multi-hued palette.

Color Theory and Application

Painters and homeowners employ color theory to enhance the intricate details of painted
ladies. Typically, three or more contrasting yet harmonious colors are used:

Base color: The main body of the house, often a softer or neutral tone.

Secondary color: Used on architectural features like window frames and eaves.

Accent color: Applied to the smallest details such as trim and decorative elements
to create depth and highlight craftsmanship.

This layered painting approach not only beautifies the structures but also preserves their



historical authenticity. Popular color palettes often include pastel blues, soft greens, warm
yellows, and deep reds, with metallic or white accents.

Preservation and Restoration Tips

Maintaining the vibrant look of painted ladies requires ongoing care and attention. Here
are some tips for homeowners or restorers aiming to preserve these historic gems:

Research original colors: Use paint scrapings and historical records to find1.
authentic color schemes.

Choose high-quality, weather-resistant paints: This ensures longevity and2.
protection against the elements.

Regular maintenance: Inspect for peeling paint, wood rot, and other damage to3.
address problems early.

Respect historic integrity: Avoid modern alterations that undermine the original4.
architectural style.

The Spread of Painted Ladies Beyond San
Francisco

While San Francisco is the poster child for painted ladies, the phenomenon is not exclusive
to the city. Victorian homes with colorful facades can be found across the United States
and beyond, each reflecting regional influences and histories.

East Coast and Midwest Examples

Cities like Boston, Chicago, and Philadelphia boast their own collections of Victorian
homes painted in vibrant hues. These homes often incorporate local architectural
variations, such as brownstone row houses or clapboard cottages, yet share the painted
ladies’ ethos of enhancing detail through color.

International Influence

The concept of painting ornate homes in multiple colors is seen internationally, especially
in parts of the United Kingdom, Australia, and New Zealand, where Victorian architecture
also flourished. While the term "painted ladies" may be primarily American, the
celebration of colorful Victorian architecture is global.



The Enduring Appeal of Painted Ladies Today

What makes painted ladies so captivating even in the 21st century? Their enduring charm
lies in their blend of artistry, craftsmanship, and history. They serve as tangible links to a
bygone era, inviting people to appreciate the beauty of architectural detail and the power
of color to transform spaces.

Inspiration for Modern Design

Contemporary architects and designers often draw inspiration from painted ladies when
creating new homes or renovating old ones. The use of bold color contrasts to highlight
structural elements has influenced modern exterior design trends, making these historic
homes a source of ongoing creativity.

Community and Tourism Impact

Painted ladies also play a vital role in community identity and tourism. Neighborhoods
with well-preserved Victorian homes often enjoy increased property values and cultural
recognition. Walking tours, photography workshops, and preservation societies help keep
the history and beauty of painted ladies alive for future generations.

Exploring the history of painted ladies invites us into a vibrant world where color and
craftsmanship meet history and culture. These homes are more than just attractive
houses—they are storytellers, art pieces, and symbols of resilience that continue to
brighten city streets and capture imaginations around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Painted Ladies in the context of history?
Painted Ladies refer to Victorian and Edwardian houses and buildings painted in three or
more colors to enhance their architectural details, most famously found in San Francisco.

When did the trend of painting Victorian houses in
multiple colors start?
The trend began in the 1960s when homeowners and historians started restoring and
highlighting the architectural features of Victorian houses using vibrant, contrasting
colors.

Why are Victorian houses painted in multiple colors



called Painted Ladies?
The term "Painted Ladies" was popularized by author Elizabeth Pomada and photographer
Michael Larsen in their 1978 book, referring to the colorful Victorian houses that
resemble ladies dressed in fancy attire.

Where are the most famous Painted Ladies located?
The most famous Painted Ladies are located in San Francisco, particularly the row of
Victorian houses on Steiner Street across from Alamo Square Park.

What architectural style do Painted Ladies typically
represent?
Painted Ladies typically represent Victorian architecture, including styles such as Queen
Anne, Italianate, and Gothic Revival, characterized by ornate detailing and complex
designs.

How did the restoration of Painted Ladies influence
historic preservation?
The restoration of Painted Ladies in the 1960s and 1970s helped spark broader historic
preservation movements by demonstrating the cultural and aesthetic value of maintaining
and restoring historic homes.

Are Painted Ladies found only in San Francisco?
No, while San Francisco's Painted Ladies are the most famous, similar multicolored
Victorian houses can be found in other cities across the United States and around the
world.

What role did the 1960s counterculture play in the
Painted Ladies movement?
The 1960s counterculture embraced Victorian houses as symbols of individuality and
artistic expression, leading to the popularization of painting homes in vibrant colors rather
than the drab tones common earlier.

What materials and techniques are used in painting
Painted Ladies?
Traditionally, oil-based paints were used for durability and rich colors, with homeowners
selecting color schemes that highlight architectural details such as trim, cornices, and
moldings.



How has the perception of Painted Ladies changed over
time?
Initially seen as outdated or dilapidated, Painted Ladies are now celebrated as cultural
icons and architectural treasures, symbolizing historical preservation and artistic
creativity.

Additional Resources
History of Painted Ladies: Unveiling the Charm and Legacy of Victorian Colorful
Architecture

history of painted ladies reveals a fascinating journey through architectural innovation,
urban development, and cultural expression. These iconic Victorian and Edwardian
houses, famously adorned in vibrant, multi-hued paint schemes, have become synonymous
with certain American cities—most notably San Francisco. The story of painted ladies is
not merely about aesthetics; it reflects social changes, preservation efforts, and evolving
tastes in residential architecture. Tracing this history offers valuable insights into how
these homes came to symbolize both nostalgia and artistic renaissance.

The Origins of Painted Ladies

The term “painted ladies” commonly refers to Victorian and Edwardian houses repainted
in three or more colors to enhance their architectural details. This practice gained
popularity during the late 19th century when the Victorian era’s craftsmanship and
ornamentation reached its peak. However, the concept of brightly painted homes did not
emerge until the 20th century.

Victorian Architecture and Its Characteristics

Victorian architecture, spanning from approximately 1837 to 1901 under Queen Victoria’s
reign, is noted for its ornate details, asymmetrical facades, and eclectic styles including
Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, and Italianate. These homes feature intricate woodwork, bay
windows, turrets, and decorative trim, which naturally lent themselves to colorful
accentuation.

Originally, many Victorian houses were painted in muted earth tones or single colors. The
complexity of their facades was often obscured by uniform paint schemes. It wasn’t until
the 1960s and 1970s that homeowners and preservationists began experimenting with
vibrant palettes to highlight the intricate craftsmanship.

The Revival Movement and the Birth of “Painted Ladies”



The history of painted ladies as a distinct phenomenon traces back to the mid-20th
century. After decades of neglect and modernization efforts that stripped many Victorians
of their original charm, a grassroots movement emerged to restore these homes. San
Francisco, in particular, became a hub for this revival.

Cameo Kramer’s 1978 book, *Painted Ladies: San Francisco’s Resplendent Victorians*,
played a pivotal role in popularizing the term and concept. The book showcased several
restored homes, emphasizing the artistic potential of multicolored paint schemes. This
movement coincided with broader historic preservation initiatives and a growing
appreciation for architectural heritage.

The Significance of Painted Ladies in Urban
Contexts

Painted ladies are more than decorative curiosities; they represent a dialogue between
past and present urban landscapes. Their existence and preservation raise questions about
gentrification, cultural identity, and architectural conservation.

San Francisco’s Iconic Row Houses

Perhaps the most famous painted ladies are the “Seven Sisters” located on Steiner Street,
facing Alamo Square Park in San Francisco. These houses, built between 1892 and 1896,
exemplify Queen Anne style with their ornate detailing and vertical emphasis. Restored
and repainted during the 1970s, they became emblematic of the city’s Victorian heritage.

These homes have become a tourist attraction and a symbol of San Francisco’s
architectural resilience. Their colorful facades contrast sharply with the city’s modern
skyline, reflecting a layered urban narrative.

Comparative Presence in Other Cities

While San Francisco epitomizes painted ladies, similar Victorian homes with vibrant paint
schemes can be found in cities such as Boston, Seattle, and Vancouver. Each city’s
approach to restoration varies, influenced by local histories and preservation policies.

In Boston’s Back Bay, for example, Victorian row houses tend to be painted in more
subdued palettes, reflecting different cultural aesthetics. Seattle’s “Painted Lady” houses
showcase Pacific Northwest interpretations of Victorian styles, often incorporating natural
motifs and colors.



Features and Elements Defining Painted Ladies

To understand the history of painted ladies fully, one must examine their distinctive
features and the rationale behind their color schemes.

Architectural Details Enhanced by Color

Painted ladies are characterized by multi-tone paint jobs that accentuate features such as:

Window trims and sashes

Porch columns and railings

Cornices and brackets

Decorative shingles and patterned masonry

Turrets and gables

The layering of contrasting colors helps to emphasize depth and texture, turning the
houses into three-dimensional canvases. The choice of colors often follows historical
palettes inspired by Victorian-era paint formulas, which included vibrant but natural
pigments.

Pros and Cons of Maintaining Painted Ladies

Maintaining painted ladies involves unique challenges and benefits:

Pros: Preservation of cultural heritage, enhancement of neighborhood aesthetics,
attraction of tourism, and potential increase in property values.

Cons: High maintenance costs due to frequent repainting, vulnerability to weather
damage on intricate woodwork, and potential regulatory restrictions from historical
preservation commissions.

These factors contribute to ongoing debates about the sustainability and accessibility of
painted ladies as residential properties.



Preservation Efforts and Modern Interpretations

The history of painted ladies is intertwined with preservation movements that gained
momentum in the latter half of the 20th century.

Historic Preservation and Legal Protections

Many painted ladies are located within designated historic districts, subject to local
ordinances that govern alterations to exteriors. These regulations ensure that renovations
respect the architectural integrity and color schemes deemed historically appropriate.

San Francisco’s Historic Preservation Commission, for example, reviews paint colors and
materials to maintain authenticity. Such oversight protects against incongruous or overly
modern modifications that could diminish historical value.

Contemporary Influences and New Trends

In recent years, the painted ladies concept has inspired contemporary architects and
homeowners to experiment with color on a wider array of building types. Modern “painted
ladies” may include mid-century homes or even urban townhouses refreshed with bold,
contrasting palettes.

This evolution reflects an ongoing fascination with the interplay between color and
architectural detail while acknowledging changing tastes and materials.

The history of painted ladies is a testament to how architectural heritage can be both
preserved and reimagined, maintaining relevance in dynamic urban settings.

Through their layered colors and intricate designs, painted ladies continue to captivate
observers, offering a vivid window into the past and a vibrant influence on present-day
architectural aesthetics.

History Of Painted Ladies
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collectors, without whose activities our knowledge of the identification, occurrence, distribution, and
variation of British butterflies would be much the poorer. Liberally laced with contemporary
quotations, this book brings to life the past three hundred years of butterfly study, with details of
early societies, collecting equipment, biographies of 101 deceased lepidopterists, with portraits
where available, as well as the chequered history in Britain of some 35 species of butterfly. The
colour plates include some of the finest butterfly illustrations ever.
  history of painted ladies: The Edinburgh Companion to Women in Publishing,
1900–2020 Nicola Wilson, Claire Battershill, Sophie Heywood, Marrisa Joseph, Daniela La Penna,
Helen Southworth, Alice Staveley and Elizabeth Willson Gordon, 2024-02-29 Women's creative
labour in publishing has often been overlooked. This book draws on dynamic new work in feminist
book history and publishing studies to offer the first comparative collection exploring women's
diverse, deeply embedded work in modern publishing. Highlighting the value of networks,
collaboration, and archives, the companion sets out new ways of reading women's contributions to
the production and circulation of global print cultures. With an international, intergenerational set of
contributors using diverse methodologies, essays explore women working in publishing
transatlantically, on the continent, and beyond the Anglosphere. The book combines new work on
high-profile women publishers and editors alongside analysis of women's work as translators,
illustrators, booksellers, advertisers, patrons, and publisher's readers; complemented by new oral
histories and interviews with leading women in publishing today. The first collection of its kind, the
companion helps establish and shape a thriving new research field.
  history of painted ladies: Women Building History Wanda Corn, 2023-09-01 This
handsomely illustrated book is a welcome addition to the history of women during America’s Gilded
Age. Wanda M. Corn takes as her topic the grand neo-classical Woman’s Building at the 1893
Columbian Exposition in Chicago, a structure celebrating modern woman’s progress in education,
arts, and sciences. Looking closely at the paintings and sculptures women artists made to decorate
the structure, including the murals by Mary Cassatt and Mary MacMonnies, Corn uncovers an
unspoken but consensual program to visualize a history of the female sex and promote an expansion
of modern woman’s opportunities. Beautifully written, with informative sidebars by Annelise K.
Madsen and artist biographies by Charlene G. Garfinkle, this volume illuminates the originality of
the public images female artists created in 1893 and inserts them into the complex discourse of fin
de siècle woman’s politics. The Woman’s Building offered female artists an unprecedented
opportunity to create public art and imagine an historical narrative that put women rather than men
at its center.
  history of painted ladies: American Watercolor: A Vivid Symphony of Victorian Architecture
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-18 In the realm of American architecture, painted ladies stand as
captivating testaments to the power of color and design. This comprehensive exploration takes you
on a journey through time, unveiling the stories behind these architectural wonders. From the
vibrant streets of San Francisco to hidden gems across the nation, painted ladies captivate with their
intricate details, bold hues, and timeless elegance. Discover the birth of the Colorist movement and
the pioneering architects who transformed Victorian architecture into a symphony of colors. Delve
into the lives of those who called these colorful abodes home, uncovering tales of love, loss,
triumphs, and tragedies. Each painted lady holds a unique narrative, offering a glimpse into the past
and the people who shaped it. Explore the challenges of preserving these architectural treasures, as
time and neglect threaten their delicate beauty. Witness the dedication of individuals and
organizations working tirelessly to restore and revitalize these iconic structures, ensuring their
legacy for generations to come. Immerse yourself in the artistry of painted ladies, as their colorful
facades inspire artists, writers, and photographers to capture their essence. Discover the enduring
charm that has made these buildings symbols of American heritage and sources of endless creative
inspiration. Through captivating storytelling and stunning imagery, this book celebrates the beauty
and significance of painted ladies. It's an invitation to appreciate the craftsmanship and artistry of
these architectural gems, while also recognizing their role in shaping the cultural landscape of



America. Join us on this colorful journey as we uncover the stories of painted ladies, preserving their
legacy for future generations and ensuring that their vibrant hues continue to grace our cities and
towns for centuries to come. If you like this book, write a review!
  history of painted ladies: Painted Ladies Catharine MacLeod, Julia Marciari Alexander,
National Portrait Gallery (Great Britain), 2001 This text provides an exploration and reconsideration
of Restoration portraiture, considering some of the most beautiful paintings of the period, portraits
of women of prominence and influence within the court of Charles II, from royal brides and
daughters to mistresses and actresses.
  history of painted ladies: History's Beauties Lara Perry, 2006 The 'beauties' - women of note -
who were welcomed to the National Portrait Gallery's early collection were those whose lives and
portraits were recognized as significant to the 'civil, ecclesiastical and literary history of the nation'.
This brief was interpreted to include figures as diverse as the devout Lady Margaret Beaufort, and
the entertaining Lady Emma Hamilton. History's Beauties, the first detailed study of this collection,
maps a culture of femininity that reframes the Victorian fascination with women's domestic and
sentimental presence by locating it within a Parliament-centred 'national' culture.
  history of painted ladies: Painted Ladies; Models of the Great Artists Muriel Segal, 1972 With
few exceptions, the women who have inspired great sculptors and painters have been largely
ignored. Muriel Segal remedies the situation in this irreverent look at the model through history. All
the lovely and enigmatic ladies are here, from Phryne, the model for the greatest classical Venus
ever sculpted, who did a beach-strip more than 2000 years ago to win Praxiteles' eye, to Kiki, the
Venus of Montparnasse, and sweetheart of the Latin Quarter's unheated studios in the 1920s.
Between the fifth century B.C. and the twentieth century A.D., the lives of the models were no less
fascinating: Mona Lisa Gioconda, whose tentative smile may have had something to do with
enduring Leonardo's homemade dentures; Botticelli's golden-haired Simonetta, who died (she was
too good to live) when she was twenty; Lady Hamilton, who posed for Attitudes at stag parties;
Rembrandt's wife Hendrickje, who saved her husband's paintings from creditors by a tax dodge; and
many others.--From publisher description.
  history of painted ladies: The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History Bonnie G.
Smith, 2008 The Encyclopedia of Women in World History captures the experiences of women
throughout world history in a comprehensive, 4-volume work. Although there has been extensive
research on women in history by region, no text or reference work has comprehensively covered the
role women have played throughout world history. The past thirty years have seen an explosion of
research and effort to present the experiences and contributions of women not only in the Western
world but across the globe. Historians have investigated womens daily lives in virtually every region
and have researched the leadership roles women have filled across time and region. They have
found and demonstrated that there is virtually no historical, social, or demographic change in which
women have not been involved and by which their lives have not been affected. The Oxford
Encyclopedia of Women in World History benefits greatly from these efforts and experiences, and
illuminates how women worldwide have influenced and been influenced by these historical, social,
and demographic changes. The Encyclopedia contains over 1,250 signed articles arranged in an A-Z
format for ease of use. The entries cover six main areas: biographies; geography and history;
comparative culture and society, including adoption, abortion, performing arts; organizations and
movements, such as the Egyptian Uprising, and the Paris Commune; womens and gender studies;
and topics in world history that include slave trade, globalization, and disease. With its rich and
insightful entries by leading scholars and experts, this reference work is sure to be a valued, go-to
resource for scholars, college and high school students, and general readers alike.
  history of painted ladies: The Girls' History and Culture Reader Miriam Forman-Brunell,
Leslie Paris, 2011 Provides scholars, instructors, and students with the most influential essays that
have defined the field of American girls' history and culture ... [and] addresses topics ranging from
diary writing and toys to prostitution and slavery -- from cover.
  history of painted ladies: Popular Mechanics , 1988-12 Popular Mechanics inspires,



instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  history of painted ladies: Greek Vase-Painting and the Origins of Visual Humour
Alexandre G. Mitchell, 2009-08-24 This book is a comprehensive study of visual humour in ancient
Greece, with special emphasis on works created in Athens and Boeotia. Alexandre G. Mitchell brings
an interdisciplinary approach to this topic, combining theories and methods of art history,
archaeology and classics with the anthropology of humour, and thereby establishing new ways of
looking at art and visual humour in particular. Understanding what visual humour was to the
ancients and how it functioned as a tool of social cohesion is only one facet of this study. Mitchell
also focuses on the social truths that his study of humour unveils: democracy and freedom of
expression; politics and religion; Greek vases and trends in fashion; market-driven production;
proper and improper behaviour; popular versus elite culture; carnival in situ; and the place of
women, foreigners, workers and labourers within the Greek city. Richly illustrated with more than
140 drawings and photographs, this study amply documents the comic representations that formed
an important part of ancient Greek visual language from the sixth to the fourth centuries BC.
  history of painted ladies: The Ephemeral History of Perfume Holly Dugan, 2011-11-01 In
contrast to the other senses, smell has long been thought of as too elusive, too fleeting for traditional
historical study. Holly Dugan disagrees, arguing that there are rich accounts documenting how men
and women produced, consumed, and represented perfumes and their ephemeral effects. She delves
deeply into the cultural archive of olfaction to explore what a sense of smell reveals about everyday
life in early modern England. In this book, Dugan focuses on six important scents—incense, rose,
sassafras, rosemary, ambergris, and jasmine. She links these smells to the unique spaces they
inhabited—churches, courts, contact zones, plague-ridden households, luxury markets, and pleasure
gardens—and the objects used to dispense them. This original approach provides a rare opportunity
to study how early modern men and women negotiated the environment in their everyday lives and
the importance of smell to their daily actions. Dugan defines perfume broadly to include spices,
flowers, herbs, animal parts, trees, resins, and other ingredients used to produce artificial scents,
smokes, fumes, airs, balms, powders, and liquids. In researching these Renaissance aromas, Dugan
uncovers the extraordinary ways, now largely lost, that people at the time spoke and wrote about
smell: objects “ambered, civited, expired, fetored, halited, resented, and smeeked” or were
described as “breathful, embathed, endulced, gracious, halited, incensial, odorant, pulvil, redolent,
and suffite.” A unique contribution to early modern studies, The Ephemeral History of Perfume is an
unparalleled study of olfaction in the Renaissance, a period in which new scents and important
cultural theories about smell were developed. Dugan’s inspired analysis of a wide range of
underexplored sources makes available to scholars a remarkable wealth of information on the topic.
  history of painted ladies: Painted Ladies Robert B Parker, Robert B. Parker, 2010-10-28 A
hunt for a stolen painting turns into a murder investigation for Spenser, Robert B. Parker's
legendary private eye. Private Detective Spenser is on his easiest job yet. Art professor Ashton
Prince has hired him to help recover a stolen painting. The thieves will return it in exchange for a
ransom. All Spenser has to do is accompany Prince, just in case. And collect his fee. But, as Prince
walks away from the exchange towards Spenser's car carrying the wrapped painting, it explodes.
Prince is gone, and with him, Spenser's cash. Starting to investigate, Spenser discovers Prince's past
is far from squeaky clean, but nothing warrants going to such unusual lengths to kill him. Who did it,
and why?
  history of painted ladies: The Painted Ladies Revisited Elizabeth Pomada, Michael Larsen,
1989 Now, eleven years after the original Painted Ladies these authors feel it is the perfect time to
take their thousands of readers back to San Francisco and give them a house tour of another
marvelous collection of proud Victorians--inside and out. Illustrated.
  history of painted ladies: The Visual Worlds of Life Writing Kerstin Maria Pahl, 2025-01-04
An Open Access edition is available. The Visual Worlds of Life Writing brings into conversation the



two most popular genres in long-eighteenth-century England: portraits and biographies. As key
instruments of social formation when Britain was “forging the nation” (Linda Colley), they were
wielded alike by Whigs and Tories, the aristocracy and the commercial middle-classes, high-class
artists and grub-street writers. They were most persuasive, however, when used jointly: portrait
prints, ideally accompanied by ‘Brief Lives’, sold by the thousands. National histories were re-issued
to include pictures. Portraitists were required to stage their sitters as though taken from real-life
situations. Embedded into such interplay between texts and images was an aesthetic claim: doing
biography was a multimedia enterprise. Far from being just words on a page, eighteenth-century life
writing came with frontispiece portraits, illustrations, or elaborate title pages. Biographers directed
their readers to existing portraits of their subjects to enhance the reading experience. Portraits
made of calligraphic writing blurred the boundaries between text and image. As a thorough
reassessment of visual culture’s role in producing biographies, this book offers an in-depth analysis
of the rhetorics of portraiture and life writing, an historical account of their sister arts tradition, and
an inquiry into the social function of profiling people.
  history of painted ladies: Proceedings - Dorset Natural History and Archaeological Society
Dorset Natural History and Archaeological Society, 2007 List of members in each volume.
  history of painted ladies: Women and the Material Culture of Death BethFowkes Tobin,
2017-07-05 Examining the compelling and often poignant connection between women and the
material culture of death, this collection focuses on the objects women make, the images they keep,
the practices they use or are responsible for, and the places they inhabit and construct through
ritual and custom. Women?s material practices, ranging from wearing mourning jewelry to dressing
the dead, stitching memorial samplers to constructing skull boxes, collecting funeral programs to
collecting and studying diseased hearts, making and collecting taxidermies, and making sculptures
honoring the death, are explored in this collection as well as women?s affective responses and
sentimental labor that mark their expected and unexpected participation in the social practices
surrounding death and the dead. The largely invisible work involved in commemorating and
constructing narratives and memorials about the dead-from family members and friends to national
figures-calls attention to the role women as memory keepers for families, local communities, and the
nation. Women have tended to work collaboratively, making, collecting, and sharing objects that
conveyed sentiments about the deceased, whether human or animal, as well as the identity of
mourners. Death is about loss, and many of the mourning practices that women have traditionally
and are currently engaged in are about dealing with private grief and public loss as well as working
to mitigate the more general anxiety that death engenders about the impermanence of life.
  history of painted ladies: Women in the Classical World Elaine Fantham, Helene Peet
Foley, Natalie Boymel Kampen, Sarah B. Pomeroy, H. A. Shapiro, 1995-03-30 Information about
women is scattered throughout the fragmented mosaic of ancient history: the vivid poetry of Sappho
survived antiquity on remnants of damaged papyrus; the inscription on a beautiful fourth century
B.C.E. grave praises the virtues of Mnesarete, an Athenian woman who died young; a great number
of Roman wives were found guilty of poisoning their husbands, but was it accidental food poisoning,
or disease, or something more sinister. Apart from the legends of Cleopatra, Dido and Lucretia, and
images of graceful maidens dancing on urns, the evidence about the lives of women of the classical
world--visual, archaeological, and written--has remained uncollected and uninterpreted. Now, the
lavishly illustrated and meticulously researched Women in the Classical World lifts the curtain on
the women of ancient Greece and Rome, exploring the lives of slaves and prostitutes, Athenian
housewives, and Rome's imperial family. The first book on classical women to give equal weight to
written texts and artistic representations, it brings together a great wealth of materials--poetry, vase
painting, legislation, medical treatises, architecture, religious and funerary art, women's ornaments,
historical epics, political speeches, even ancient coins--to present women in the historical and
cultural context of their time. Written by leading experts in the fields of ancient history and art
history, women's studies, and Greek and Roman literature, the book's chronological arrangement
allows the changing roles of women to unfold over a thousand-year period, beginning in the eighth



century B.C.E. Both the art and the literature highlight women's creativity, sexuality and coming of
age, marriage and childrearing, religious and public roles, and other themes. Fascinating chapters
report on the wild behavior of Spartan and Etruscan women and the mythical Amazons; the
changing views of the female body presented in male-authored gynecological treatises; the new
woman represented by the love poetry of the late Republic and Augustan Age; and the traces of
upper- and lower-class life in Pompeii, miraculously preserved by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in
79 C.E. Provocative and surprising, Women in the Classical World is a masterly foray into the past,
and a definitive statement on the lives of women in ancient Greece and Rome.
  history of painted ladies: Pagan Portals - The Fallen Women of Mythology Lady
Haight-Ashton, 2024-09-27 Women have traditionally been written out of history. But throughout
ancient myths, stories, and legends there is a power in rediscovering the experiences of the many
'fallen' women who have been hidden from the annals of the past. Portrayed to us as enigmatic
Goddesses, devout saints, scandalous sinners, and infamous biblical whores, their storylines of
inequity were scorned or, in many instances, disregarded altogether to gather the dust of antiquity.
They are the hidden gems of the ancient world, and it is time to awaken their voices. For within
every account of a 'fallen' woman, whether Divine or human, there is another very fascinating side to
their story.
  history of painted ladies: Westering Women and the Frontier Experience, 1800-1915
Sandra L. Myres, 1982 Contains letters, journals, and reminiscences showing the impact of the
frontier on women's lives and the role of women in the West.
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