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Dancing with Strangers Inga Clendinnen: Exploring Connection and Cultural Dialogue

dancing with strangers inga clendinnen evokes a fascinating blend of themes—movement, connection,

and cultural exchange—that mirror the profound insights of Inga Clendinnen herself. While Clendinnen

is best known as a historian and essayist who delved deeply into the encounters between Indigenous

Australians and European settlers, the phrase “dancing with strangers” metaphorically captures her

exploration of how vastly different peoples engage, sometimes clash, but also find unexpected

understanding.

In this article, we’ll journey through the layers of meaning behind “dancing with strangers inga

clendinnen,” unpacking how it relates to history, culture, and human interaction. We will also touch on

relevant ideas such as cross-cultural communication, historical empathy, and the transformative power

of shared experiences. Whether you’re intrigued by anthropology, history, or simply the poetic imagery

of dancing with strangers, this article will provide an engaging perspective.

Understanding the Metaphor: Dancing with Strangers

At first glance, “dancing with strangers” conjures images of social gatherings where people come

together, often hesitantly, to share a dance. This act requires trust, openness, and a willingness to

engage with someone unknown. In a broader sense, it represents the human experience of

encountering the unfamiliar and navigating the complexities of new relationships.

Inga Clendinnen’s work often highlighted the tension and potential for understanding when different

cultures meet—especially the fraught history between Indigenous Australians and European colonizers.

The metaphor of dancing becomes a powerful symbol for this interaction: a delicate balance of steps,

rhythms, and gestures, where missteps can lead to conflict but harmony can foster connection.



The Historical Context of Clendinnen’s Work

Inga Clendinnen was renowned for her empathetic and nuanced approach to history. She challenged

simplistic narratives by giving voice to both colonizers and Indigenous peoples, exploring their

perspectives in depth. Her writings on the Australian frontier are particularly notable, illustrating the

violent and complex encounters between Aboriginal communities and European settlers.

“Dancing with strangers” in this context can be seen as a metaphor for the fraught relationships on

the frontier—where the “dance” was often a struggle for survival, identity, and recognition. Yet,

Clendinnen also acknowledged moments of understanding and shared humanity amid conflict, which

adds layers of complexity to this metaphor.

Cultural Dialogue Through the Lens of Dancing

Dancing is a universal form of expression that transcends language barriers. It is a way cultures

communicate stories, emotions, and traditions. When strangers dance together, they engage in a silent

dialogue, negotiating rhythm and movement to create a shared experience.

How Dancing Facilitates Cross-Cultural Understanding

Cross-cultural communication can be challenging due to differences in language, customs, and

worldviews. Dancing offers a unique avenue where these barriers are lowered. For example:

Non-verbal communication: Dance relies on body language, which can be universally understood

to some degree.

Shared rhythm: Music and beat provide a common ground for people from diverse backgrounds.



Trust-building: Dancing with a stranger requires vulnerability and cooperation, which can foster

empathy.

Inga Clendinnen’s reflections on historical encounters remind us that moments of cultural

exchange—like dancing with strangers—can be transformative if approached with respect and

openness.

Modern Implications of Dancing with Strangers

Today, the idea of dancing with strangers can be literal or metaphorical. Social dance events, cultural

festivals, and globalized art forms invite people to connect beyond their familiar circles. Engaging in

these experiences can:

Break down prejudices and stereotypes.1.

Encourage curiosity about other cultures.2.

Enhance social inclusion and community building.3.

By embracing the metaphor highlighted by Clendinnen’s work, we can appreciate the ongoing

relevance of “dancing with strangers” as a symbol for intercultural dialogue.

Lessons from Inga Clendinnen on Encounter and Empathy

One of Clendinnen’s key contributions was her insistence on empathy as a tool for understanding



history. She urged readers to imagine themselves in the shoes of people from different times and

cultures, even when their actions or beliefs seem alien or troubling.

Why Empathy Matters in the “Dance” of Encounter

Empathy allows us to:

Appreciate the complexities of human behavior beyond labels of “friend” or “foe.”

Recognize the shared humanity beneath cultural differences.

Learn from history to create more respectful interactions in the present.

Applying this to the metaphor of dancing with strangers, empathy is the rhythm that guides the steps,

helping participants avoid missteps and embrace the fluidity of cultural exchange.

Practical Tips for Engaging in Meaningful Cultural Exchanges

Inspired by Clendinnen’s approach, here are some ways to engage thoughtfully when meeting

strangers from different cultures:

Listen actively: Prioritize understanding over judgment.

Be open to discomfort: Growth often involves facing unfamiliar perspectives.



Ask respectful questions: Show genuine interest without assumptions.

Recognize power dynamics: Be aware of historical and social contexts that influence interactions.

These principles transform the simple act of “dancing with strangers” into a meaningful practice of

connection and respect.

The Role of Storytelling in Bridging Cultural Divides

Inga Clendinnen’s writing itself is a form of storytelling that bridges cultural divides. By telling stories

from multiple viewpoints, she created a richer, more inclusive historical narrative.

Storytelling as a Dance of Perspectives

Just as dancing involves moving in response to a partner, storytelling requires responsiveness to

different voices and experiences. This dynamic exchange can:

Challenge dominant narratives.

Highlight marginalized perspectives.

Foster mutual understanding and healing.

When we share and listen to stories across cultures, we participate in a metaphorical dance that

deepens our collective humanity.



Embracing the Unknown: Personal Growth Through Dancing

with Strangers

Beyond the societal and historical implications, “dancing with strangers” speaks to a personal journey.

It’s about stepping out of comfort zones, embracing uncertainty, and inviting transformation.

How Engaging with Strangers Can Change Us

Meeting and connecting with unfamiliar people can:

Expand our worldview.

Enhance emotional intelligence.

Build resilience and adaptability.

Enrich our sense of belonging in a diverse world.

In this way, the metaphor aligns beautifully with Inga Clendinnen’s insights into the human capacity for

learning and empathy.

---

Dancing with strangers is more than just a social activity; it’s a metaphor for engaging across

difference, a theme deeply explored by Inga Clendinnen in her historical and cultural work. Through

the lens of dance, we gain a richer appreciation for the nuances of human encounter—acknowledging



conflict, celebrating connection, and always moving toward greater understanding. Whether in history,

culture, or personal experience, the dance continues, inviting us to step forward with openness and

grace.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Inga Clendinnen?

Inga Clendinnen was an Australian historian and author known for her works on Indigenous Australian

history and cultural encounters.

What is 'Dancing with Strangers' by Inga Clendinnen about?

'Dancing with Strangers' is a historical book by Inga Clendinnen that explores the first encounters

between Indigenous Australians and British settlers in 1788.

When was 'Dancing with Strangers' published?

'Dancing with Strangers' was first published in 2003.

What themes does 'Dancing with Strangers' explore?

The book explores themes such as cultural misunderstanding, colonialism, Indigenous perspectives,

and the complexities of first contact.

How does Inga Clendinnen approach history in 'Dancing with

Strangers'?

Clendinnen uses a narrative style that empathetically reconstructs both Indigenous and British

perspectives, emphasizing human experiences during early colonial encounters.



Is 'Dancing with Strangers' considered a significant work in Australian

history?

Yes, it is regarded as a seminal work that provides a nuanced view of Australia's colonial history and

Indigenous relations.

Has 'Dancing with Strangers' received any awards or recognition?

The book received critical acclaim and is often cited in academic and cultural discussions about

Australian history.

What impact did 'Dancing with Strangers' have on public

understanding of Australian history?

It challenged conventional colonial narratives by highlighting Indigenous viewpoints and the

complexities of early encounters, influencing both scholarly and public perspectives.

Are there adaptations of 'Dancing with Strangers'?

Yes, the book was adapted into a documentary film that further explores the themes and history

presented in the book.

Where can I find 'Dancing with Strangers' by Inga Clendinnen?

The book is available in bookstores, libraries, and online retailers in both print and digital formats.

Additional Resources

Dancing with Strangers Inga Clendinnen: A Profound Exploration of Encounter and Understanding

dancing with strangers inga clendinnen is not merely a phrase but an evocative entry point into the

work of one of Australia's most distinguished historians and essayists. Inga Clendinnen’s engagement



with the metaphorical and literal dimensions of "dancing with strangers" offers a profound commentary

on human interaction, historical encounters, and the complexities of cultural exchange. This article

delves into Clendinnen’s nuanced approach to this theme, exploring its implications within her broader

oeuvre and assessing its resonance in contemporary discourse.

Understanding the Context: Who is Inga Clendinnen?

Before dissecting the concept of dancing with strangers in Clendinnen’s work, it is essential to

understand the scholar behind the phrase. Inga Clendinnen (1934–2016) was a historian renowned for

her empathetic and insightful approach to history, particularly in relation to Indigenous Australians and

the European colonizers. Her work often bridged the gap between academic rigor and literary

eloquence, making complex historical narratives accessible without sacrificing depth.

Clendinnen’s interest in cultural encounters—moments when disparate peoples meet, often under

fraught circumstances—forms a core theme in her writing. The phrase "dancing with strangers"

perfectly encapsulates this dynamic: the dance as a metaphor for interaction, negotiation, and

sometimes conflict between unfamiliar parties.

The Metaphor of Dancing: Interaction Beyond Words

Inga Clendinnen’s use of "dancing" in the phrase "dancing with strangers" is layered and symbolic.

Dancing is a form of communication that transcends language barriers, embodying rhythm, structure,

improvisation, and mutual responsiveness. When strangers dance, they engage in a delicate process

of learning, adapting, and sometimes resisting.

This metaphor is particularly potent in historical contexts where European colonizers encountered

Indigenous Australians. Clendinnen’s essays and lectures frequently emphasize that these encounters

were not simply clashes of civilizations but intricate dances where power, misunderstanding, curiosity,



fear, and respect interplayed unpredictably.

Cultural Encounters Through a Historiographical Lens

Clendinnen’s interpretation of dancing with strangers goes beyond surface-level interactions; it

scrutinizes the profound cultural dissonance and adaptation involved. Her analysis often challenges

simplistic narratives of conquest or victimhood by highlighting the agency of Indigenous peoples and

the complexities of European attitudes.

For example, in her acclaimed work "Dancing with Strangers: Europeans and Australians at First

Contact," Clendinnen meticulously reconstructs the initial encounters between Indigenous Australians

and European explorers. Through diaries, oral histories, and archaeological evidence, she reveals

moments of tentative exchange and mutual curiosity alongside inevitable misunderstandings.

This approach has influenced modern historiography by encouraging scholars to view early encounters

as shared experiences shaped by both parties rather than unilateral impositions.

Key Themes in Clendinnen’s ‘Dancing with Strangers’

Several recurring themes emerge in Clendinnen’s exploration of "dancing with strangers," which

illuminate her analytical framework and enrich the understanding of cross-cultural interactions.

Empathy and Historical Imagination

One of Clendinnen’s strengths is her insistence on empathy as a methodological tool. She advocates

for historians to imaginatively inhabit the perspectives of historical actors, including those often

marginalized. In the context of dancing with strangers, this means grasping not only the Europeans’



bewilderment and ethnocentrism but also the Indigenous peoples’ resilience, strategies, and cultural

frameworks.

Power Dynamics and Negotiation

Clendinnen does not romanticize encounters; she acknowledges the unequal power relations that

shaped them. Dancing, in her metaphor, involves negotiation where one partner may dominate or

withdraw. She critically examines how European technological superiority and imperial ambitions

influenced these dances, often to the detriment of Indigenous societies.

Communication Across Difference

The challenges of communication form a central motif in Clendinnen’s work. She highlights how

gestures, rituals, and symbolic acts served as provisional languages during early meetings. This insight

underscores the significance of non-verbal cues, misunderstandings, and the possibility of partial

comprehension in historical encounters.

Comparative Perspectives: Dancing with Strangers Beyond

Australia

While Clendinnen’s analysis is deeply rooted in the Australian context, her concept has broader

applicability to global histories of contact. Comparative studies of encounters between Europeans and

Indigenous peoples in the Americas, Africa, and Asia reveal similar patterns of cultural negotiation and

conflict.

For instance, the metaphor of dancing with strangers can illuminate the encounters between Spanish

conquistadors and Native Americans or French colonists and Indigenous Canadians. In each case, the



interplay of curiosity, fear, power, and adaptation mirrors the dynamics Clendinnen describes.

This comparative angle enhances the SEO relevance of the article by connecting Clendinnen’s work to

wider discussions of colonial history, intercultural dialogue, and postcolonial studies.

Pros and Cons of the Dancing Metaphor

Pros: The metaphor is vivid and accessible, emphasizing interaction and mutual influence rather

than unilateral domination. It encourages nuanced thinking about historical encounters and

humanizes all parties involved.

Cons: Some critics argue that the metaphor might understate the violence and coercion inherent

in colonization by implying a more egalitarian or consensual dynamic than existed.

The Lasting Impact of ‘Dancing with Strangers Inga

Clendinnen’

Inga Clendinnen’s conceptualization of dancing with strangers continues to shape academic and public

understanding of Australia’s colonial history. Her work encourages readers to revisit early encounters

not as static events but as dynamic processes involving complex human emotions and strategies.

This perspective has also influenced reconciliation efforts by fostering greater appreciation for

Indigenous histories and worldviews. By framing cultural contact as a “dance,” Clendinnen invites

ongoing dialogue and mutual respect.



Integration Into Education and Public Discourse

Clendinnen’s ideas have permeated educational curricula and public history projects, prompting

educators to incorporate more balanced and empathetic narratives. Museums and cultural institutions

have utilized her frameworks to design exhibits that reflect the multifaceted nature of first contact.

Moreover, the phrase "dancing with strangers inga clendinnen" has become a searchable term that

leads scholars, students, and curious readers to resources that deepen their understanding of

intercultural relations.

Conclusion: An Enduring Metaphor for Encounter

The phrase dancing with strangers inga clendinnen encapsulates more than historical analysis; it is a

call to recognize the complexity and humanity in moments of cultural intersection. Through her

meticulous scholarship and eloquent prose, Clendinnen has provided a lens that continues to

challenge and enrich how we interpret encounters with the unfamiliar.

Her metaphor of dance remains a powerful tool—not only for historians but for anyone seeking to

understand the delicate choreography of human relationships across difference.
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Strangers tells the story of what happened between the first British settlers of Australia and these
Aborigines. Inga Clendinnen interprets the earliest written sources, and the reports, letters and
journals of the first British settlers in Australia. She reconstructs the difficult path to friendship and
conciliation pursued by Arthur Phillip and the local leader 'Bennelong' (Baneelon) that was
ultimately destroyed by the assertion of profound cultural differences. A Prize-winning
archaeologist, anthropologist and historian of ancient Mexican cultures, Inga Clendinnen has spent
most of her teaching career at La Trobe University in Bundoora, Australia. Ambivalent Conquests:
Maya and Spaniard in Yucatan (Cambridge, 1989) and Aztecs: An Interpretation (Cambridge, 1995)
are two of her best-known scholarly works; Tiger's Eye: A Memoir, (Scribner, 2001) describes her
battle against liver cancer. Reading the Holocaust (Cambridge, 2002) explores World War II
genocide from various perspectives.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Dancing With Strangers Inga Clendinnen,
2012-03-01 In January of 1788 the First Fleet arrived in New South Wales and a thousand British
men and women encountered the people who will be their new neighbours; the beach nomads of
Australia. These people mixed with ours, wrote a British observer soon after the landfall, and all
hands danced together. What followed would determine relations between the peoples for the next
two hundred years. Drawing skilfully on first-hand accounts and historical records, Inga Clendinnen
reconstructs the complex dance of curiosity, attraction and mistrust performed by the protagonists
of either side. She brings this key chapter in British colonial history brilliantly alive. Then we
discover why the dancing stopped . . .
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Inga Clendinnen Morag Fraser, 2005 Inga
Clendinnen is an historian of extraordinary insight and power. She is also one of those remarkable
people able to summon the strength to use a serious illness to review life an embellish skills.
Following on from her earlier scholarly publications and particularly those about the Maya and Aztec
cultures, she has more recently dazzled readers with her perceptive, courageous and imaginative
approaches to the Holocaust, the impact of the First Fleet on Indigenous Australians - even her own
life-threatening disease. Her prose, so wonderfully accessible, sings. It is with pleasure that the
Friends of the National Library of Australia celebrate the life and contributions of this distinguished
historian and gifted author. Essays by Morag Fraser, Alan Frost, Raimond Gaita, Michael Heyward
and Caro Llewellyn.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Witnessing Australian Stories Kelly Jean Butler,
2017-07-28 This book is about how Australians have responded to stories about suffering and
injustice in Australia, presented in a range of public media, including literature, history, films, and
television. Those who have responded are both ordinary and prominent Australians—politicians,
writers, and scholars. All have sought to come to terms with Australia's history by responding
empathetically to stories of its marginalized citizens.Drawing upon international scholarship on
collective memory, public history, testimony, and witnessing, this book represents a cultural history
of contemporary Australia. It examines the forms of witnessing that dominated Australian public
culture at the turn of the millennium. Since the late 1980s, witnessing has developed in Australia in
response to the increasingly audible voices of indigenous peoples, migrants, and more recently,
asylum seekers. As these voices became public, they posed a challenge not only to scholars and
politicians, but also, most importantly, to ordinary citizens.When former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
delivered his historic apology to Australia's indigenous peoples in February 2008, he performed an
act of collective witnessing that affirmed the testimony and experiences of Aboriginal Australians.
The phenomenon of witnessing became crucial, not only to the recognition and reparation of past
injustices, but to efforts to create a more cosmopolitan Australia in the present. This is a vital
addition to Transaction's critically acclaimed Memory and Narrative series.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Dancing with Strangers Inga Clendinnen,
2017-08-28 • On the first anniversary of her death, Inga Clendinnen’s highly awarded Dancing with
Strangers joins the iconic Text Classics list • A seminal work of non-fiction, Dancing with Strangers
is a close analysis of the initial encounter between the British settlers of New South Wales and



Australia’s first peoples • A vital text in the ongoing History Wars in Australia that on initial release
reignited debate over ‘who owns the past’ • Clendinnen was a beloved teacher and scholar at La
Trobe University and had a reputation as one of the world’s finest historians • Despite her scholarly
credentials, Dancing with Strangers is an accessible text for a general audience • Won the Kiriyama
Prize for Non-fiction (2004), the NSW Premier’s Literary Award for Non-fiction (2004), and the QLD
Premier’s Literary Award for Best History Book (2004), as well as being shortlisted for both the
Courier Mail and the Age’s Book of the Year Award (2004) • This Text Classics edition will be
introduced by James Boyce, author of Van Diemen’s Land and 1835
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Looking for Australia John Hirst, 2010-09 What are
the qualities at the heart of Australian culture? How did they arise? What distinguishes us from
other nations beyond a fondness for calling each other 'mate'? And what do such national quirks
reveal about our society' our past and our attitudes towards it? Looking for Australia is a fascinating
collection of essays by historian John Hirst. Together they form a multi - faceted portrait of Australia
as a distinctive nation' with its own political culture' character and style' and particular ways of
seeing itself. Among other subjects' Hirst considers the effects of convict origins on national
character' what drove the bushrangers to their daring deeds' and why Australia has compulsory
voting. He examines whether Aborigines played a part in the origins of Australian Rules football' and
asks whether Curtin was indeed our greatest prime minister. He discusses how best to tell
Australia's history' and' after reflecting on our past as a British dependency' makes a stirring case
for a future' fully independent republic.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: The First Wave Gillian Dooley, Danielle Clode,
2019-06-20 The European maritime explorers who first visited the bays and beaches of Australia
brought with them diverse assumptions about the inhabitants of the country, most of them based on
sketchy or non-existent knowledge, contemporary theories like the idea of the noble savage, and an
automatic belief in the superiority of European civilisation. Mutual misunderstanding was almost
universal, whether it resulted in violence or apparently friendly transactions. Written for a general
audience, The First Wave brings together a variety of contributions from thought-provoking writers,
including both original research and creative work. Our contributors explore the dynamics of these
early encounters, from Indigenous cosmological perspectives and European history of ideas, from
representations in art and literature to the role of animals, food and fire in mediating first contact
encounters, and Indigenous agency in exploration and shipwrecks. The First Wave includes poetry
by Yankunytjatjara Aboriginal poet Ali Cobby Eckermann, fiction by Miles Franklin award-winning
Noongar author Kim Scott and Danielle Clode, and an account of the arrival of Christian
missionaries in the Torres Strait Islands by Torres Strait political leader George Mye.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Science and Power in the Nineteenth-Century
Tasman World Alexandra Roginski, 2023-06-01 The contentious science of phrenology once
promised insight into character and intellect through external 'reading' of the head. In the
transforming settler-colonial landscapes of nineteenth-century Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand,
popular phrenologists – figures who often hailed from the margins – performed their science of touch
and cranial jargon everywhere from mechanics' institutions to public houses. In this compelling
work, Alexandra Roginski recounts a history of this everyday practice, exploring how it featured in
the fates of people living in, and moving through, the Tasman World. Innovatively drawing on
historical newspapers and a network of archives, she traces the careers of a diverse range of
popular phrenologists and those they encountered. By analysing the actions at play in scientific
episodes through ethnographic, social and cultural history, Roginski considers how this
now-discredited science could, in its own day, yield fleeting power and advantage, even against a
backdrop of large-scale dispossession and social brittleness.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: A Concise History of Australia Stuart Macintyre,
2016 This fourth edition investigates the key factors - social, economic and political - that continue
to shape modern-day Australia.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Community Music in Oceania Brydie-Leigh



Bartleet, Melissa Cain, Diana Tolmie, Anne Power, Mari Shiobara, 2018-05-31 Community Music in
Oceania: Many Voices, One Horizon makes a distinctive contribution to the field of community music
through the experiences of its editors and contributors in music education, ethnomusicology, music
therapy, and music performance. Covering a wide range of perspectives from Australia, Timor-Leste,
New Zealand, Japan, Fiji, China, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, and Korea, the essays raise common
themes in terms of the pedagogies and practices used, pointing collectively toward one horizon of
approach. Yet, contrasts emerge in the specifics of how community musicians fit within the musical
ecosystems of their cultural contexts. Book chapters discuss the maintenance and
recontextualization of music traditions, the lingering impact of colonization, the growing demands
for professionalization of community music, the implications of government policies, tensions
between various ethnic groups within countries, and the role of institutions such as universities
across the region. One of the aims of this volume is to produce an intricate and illuminating picture
that highlights the diversity of practices, pedagogies, and research currently shaping community
music in the Asia Pacific.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Waves Across the South Sujit Sivasundaram,
2021-05-07 Per the UK publisher William Collins's promotional copy: There is a quarter of this planet
which is often forgotten in the histories that are told in the West. This quarter is an oceanic one,
pulsating with winds and waves, tides and coastlines, islands and beaches. The Indian and Pacific
Oceans constitute that forgotten quarter, brought together here for the first time in a sustained
work of history. More specifically, Sivasundaram's aim in this book is to revisit the Age of
Revolutions and Empire from the perspective of the Global South. Waves Across the South ranges
from the Arabian Sea across the Indian Ocean to the Bay of Bengal, and onward to the South Pacific
and Australia's Tasman Sea. As the Western empires (Dutch, French, but especially British) reached
across these vast regions, echoes of the European revolutions rippled through them and
encountered a host of indigenous political developments. Sivasundaram also opens the door to new
and necessary conversations about environmental history in addition to the consequences of
historical violence, the extraction of resources, and the indigenous futures that Western imperialism
cut short--
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: City Dreamers Graeme Davison, 2016-08-01 I
became an urban historian because I believed that our cities deserved more of our curiosity and
idealism. In City Dreamers Graeme Davison restores Australian cities, and those who created them,
to their rightful place in the national imagination. Building on a lifetime’s work, Davison views
Australian history, from 1788 to the present day, through the eyes of city dreamers – such as Henry
Lawson, Charles Bean and Hugh Stretton – and others who have helped make the cities we inhabit.
Davison looks at significant individuals or groups that he calls snobs, slummers, pessimists, exodists,
suburbans and anti-suburbans – and argues that there’s a particular twist to the ways in which
Australians think about cities. And the ways we live in them. This extraordinary book excavates the
cultural history of the Australian city by focusing on ‘dreamers’, those who battle to make and
re-make our cities. It reminds us that for most of us the city is home, and it is there that we find
belonging.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Constructing and Sharing Memory Larry Stillman,
2009-05-27 Community Informatics is a developing field which brings together understandings about
the interaction of communities and information and communication technologies from fields as
diverse as Management and Information Systems, Library and Information Sciences, Community
Development, Sociology, or Social and Community Welfare. A key assumption of community
informatics is that technologies can be used for positive social change and development, particularly
with disadvantaged communities or communities that hitherto, have not had a public voice. The
volume brings together international perspectives around defining and debating the idea of
community memory which, as Alex Byrne, President of the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions observed in his splendid and wide-ranging Introduction: community
memories are multilayered, changeable, conflicting and contested, and the multilayering,



changeability and contest between different players provide fertile theoretical and practical ground
for Community Informatics and its interdisciplinary cousins. Community Informatics is an emerging
new multi-disciplinary approach to the study of the intersection of communities and Information and
Communication Technologies. This volume contains significant contributions from international
practitioners and researchers in the fields of archives, record-keeping, community knowledge
management, emerging information and communication technologies, history, community
development-virtual as well as real-and Community Informatics as a growing discipline. The content
of the book is a unique contribution in the field. The volume will be read by researchers, and
communities interested in how they communicate their past, present, and future. —Professor
Emerita Gunilla Bradley Informatics School of ICT Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) Stockholm
Sweden Practitioners, researchers and theoreticians in Community Informatics will find a unique
array of valuable perspectives in this book. It covers the interaction of communities, memories and
technologies in a highly original way, with regard to its breadth and the number of case studies it
presents. It incorporates contributions from 13 countries in all parts of our endangered planet, thus
providing the international perspective that is critical to understanding how communities can use
technology for societal good. —Professor Michel Menou. Les Rosiers sur Loire, France, Associate,
Centre for Information Behaviour and the Evaluation of Research, University College London,
London, United Kingdom
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Physiognomy at the Crossroad of Magic,
Science, and the Arts Massimo Ciavolella, Valeria Finucci, Megan Tomlinson, 2024-09-23 The
essays examine how the study of facial features or expressions as indicative of character or
ethnicity, has evolved from the crossroad of magic, religion and primitive medicine to present-day
cultural concern for wellness and beauty. In this context, the discoveries of cranio-facial
neurophysiology and psychology and the practice of cosmetic and reconstructive surgery have a
centuries-old relationship with physiognomy. As the study of outward appearances evolved from its
classical roots and self-representations through 18th- and 19th-century adaptations in fiction and
travelogues, it gradually became a scientific discipline. Along the way, physiognomy was associated
with phrenology and craniology and promoted eugenic policies. Tainted with racial bigotry and
biological determinism, it was trapped within questions of delinquency, monstrosity and
posthumanism. Throughout its history, physiognomy played both positive and negative roles in the
evolution of significant aspects of the socio-cultural order in the West that merit update and in-depth
study. The contributions follow a chronological and intertwining sequence to encompass
physiognomic expressions in art, literature, spirituality, science, philosophy and cultural studies.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Empire of the Senses , 2017-11-01 Empire of the
Senses brings together pathbreaking scholarship on the role the five senses played in early America.
With perspectives from across the hemisphere, exploring individual senses and multi-sensory
frameworks, the volume explores how sensory perception helped frame cultural encounters, colonial
knowledge, and political relationships. From early French interpretations of intercultural touch, to
English plans to restructure the scent of Jamaica, these essays elucidate different ways the
expansion of rival European empires across the Americas involved a vast interconnected range of
sensory experiences and practices. Empire of the Senses offers a new comparative perspective on
the way European imperialism was constructed, operated, implemented and, sometimes,
counteracted by rich and complex new sensory frameworks in the diverse contexts of early America.
This book has been listed on the Books of Note section on the website of Sensory Studies, which is
dedicated to highlighting the top books in sensory studies: www.sensorystudies.org/books-of-note
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Decolonizing the Landscape Beate Neumeier, Kay
Schaffer, 2014-01-10 How does one read across cultural boundaries? The multitude of creative texts,
performance practices, and artworks produced by Indigenous writers and artists in contemporary
Australia calls upon Anglo-European academic readers, viewers, and critics to respond to this
critical question. Contributors address a plethora of creative works by Indigenous writers, poets,
playwrights, filmmakers, and painters, including Richard Frankland, Lionel Fogarty, Lin Onus, Kim



Scott, Sam Watson, and Alexis Wright, as well as Durrudiya song cycles and works by Western
Desert artists. The complexity of these creative works transcends categorical boundaries of Western
art, aesthetics, and literature, demanding new processes of reading and response. Other
contributors address works by non-Indigenous writers and filmmakers such as Stephen Muecke,
Katrina Schlunke, Margaret Somerville, and Jeni Thornley, all of whom actively engage in
questioning their complicity with the past in order to challenge Western modes of knowledge and
understanding and to enter into a more self-critical and authentically ethical dialogue with the
Other. In probing the limitations of Anglo-European knowledge-systems, essays in this volume lay
the groundwork for enter¬ing into a more authentic dialogue with Indigenous writers and critics.
Beate Neumeier is Professor and Chair of English at the University of Cologne. Her research is in
gender, performance, and postcolonial studies. Editor of the e-journal Gender Forum and the
database GenderInn, she has published books on English Re¬naissance and contemporary
anglophone drama, contemporary American and British-Jewish literature, and women’s writing. Kay
Schaffer, an Adjunct Professor in Gender Studies and Social Analysis at the University of Adelaide. is
the author of ten books and numerous articles at the intersections of gender, culture, and literary
studies. Her recent publications address the Stolen Generations in Australia, life narratives in
human-rights campaigns, and readings of contemporary Chinese women writers.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: La historia cultural Philippe Poirrier, 2015-05-16
Desde hace dos o tres décadas la historia cultural ocupa un lugar preferente en la escena
historiográfica, aunque con desfases cronológicos y distintas modalidades dependiendo de las
circunstancias nacionales y, en este sentido, se impone una aproximación comparativa. El presente
volumen pretende inscribirse en esta perspectiva, preguntándose por la realidad de un «giro
cultural» en la historiografía mundial. Los numerosos colaboradores han aceptado responder a un
plan de trabajo en el que, partiendo de la situación historiográfica de cada país, se analicen las
modalidades de surgimiento y de estructuración de la historia cultural. La meta buscada no es
normativa y contempla un planteamiento que combina el análisis de las obras, las singularidades de
las coyunturas historiográficas y la organización de los mercados universitarios.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Moving Bodies Erik Ringmar, 2023-01-26
Increasingly we have come to live in our heads, leaving our bodies behind. The consequences have
been far-reaching, of which cognitive theory has warned us, advocating a 'return to the body.' This
book employs several case studies-kings performing in ballets, sea captains dancing with natives,
nationalists engaged in gymnastics exercises-to demonstrate what has been lost and what could be
gained by a more embodied approach to living, to history. These curious movements were ways to
be, to think, to know, to imagine, and to will. They highlight the limits of historical explanations
focusing on cultural factors and question currently fashionable 'cultural' and 'post-modern'
perspectives. Bodies, cognitive theory tells us, are the same regardless of historical context, and
they engage in the same intentional activities. Returning to our bodies and their movements enables
us not only to explain historical actions anew, but also to understand ourselves better.
  dancing with strangers inga clendinnen: Retreat from Injustice Nick O'Neill, Simon Rice,
Roger Douglas, 2004 This new edition of Retreat from Injustice has the strengths and style of its
predecessor: the account of human rights in Australia is firmly grounded in historical and
international contexts; the availability and limitations of rights and freedoms are clearly detailed and
illustrated with cases; and a particular spotlight is placed on key current human rights issues
including terrorism, indigenous issues and asylum seekers.
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