TRUE believer by eric hoffer

**Understanding the Mindset of True Believers: A Deep Dive into Eric Hoffer’s Classic**

TRUE believer by eric hoffer is more than just a book title; it represents a profound exploration of
the psychology behind mass movements and the individuals who commit themselves to radical
causes. Eric Hoffer, a self-taught philosopher and longshoreman, penned this influential work in 1951,
offering timeless insights into why people become fervent followers of ideologies, religions, or political
movements. Whether you're a student of history, psychology, or political science, or simply curious
about human behavior, understanding the concepts in TRUE believer by eric hoffer can illuminate
much about societal shifts and personal conviction.

The Essence of TRUE believer by eric hoffer

At its core, TRUE believer by eric hoffer is an analysis of the "true believer" — the individual who
wholeheartedly adopts a cause, often to the point of fanaticism. Hoffer’s exploration digs deep into
the motivations and psychological needs that drive these believers. Unlike casual supporters, true
believers exhibit a complete transformation in identity and purpose, seeking to fuse themselves with
the movement they champion.

One of the standout themes in the book is the idea of frustration and discontent as fertile ground for
mass movements. Hoffer suggests that people who feel powerless or marginalized are more likely to
embrace radical change as a means of gaining significance and belonging. This insight resonates
even today, as many social and political movements draw followers from those searching for meaning
or escape from dissatisfaction.

Who Was Eric Hoffer?

Before diving further into the book’s content, it's worth understanding its author. Eric Hoffer was not
an academic or professional philosopher; he was a self-educated man who worked as a longshoreman
in San Francisco. His unique perspective came from observing everyday people and the social
dynamics around him, which gave him a grounded, authentic voice.

Hoffer’s background is important because it underscores that TRUE believer by eric hoffer is rooted in
practical observation rather than purely theoretical musings. His ability to articulate complex social
phenomena in accessible language has made the book a staple for anyone interested in mass

psychology.

Key Concepts Explored in TRUE believer by eric hoffer

TRUE believer by eric hoffer breaks down several crucial ideas about mass movements and the
people who drive them. Here are some of the key concepts that stand out:



The Role of Frustration and Despair

According to Hoffer, many true believers begin their journey from a place of frustration, personal
failure, or societal marginalization. This dissatisfaction creates a psychological vacuum that
movements can fill by offering hope, purpose, or a sense of community. Recognizing this helps
explain why certain movements gain rapid momentum during times of social upheaval.

The Appeal of a New Identity

One of the most powerful aspects of mass movements, Hoffer argues, is their ability to provide
individuals with a new identity. This transformation often requires abandoning previous beliefs, social
ties, or personal ambitions in favor of the collective cause. The true believer finds meaning in this
identity shift, which promises renewal and a chance to be part of something larger than themselves.

Hatred and the Enemy Concept

TRUE believer by eric hoffer also explores how hatred and the identification of a common enemy unify
followers. By focusing on an adversary, whether it be a political regime, a religious group, or an
abstract concept like capitalism or communism, movements create cohesion and justify their radical
actions. This dynamic is essential for understanding the intensity and sometimes destructive nature of
true believers.

Leadership and Followers

Hoffer distinguishes between different types of followers within movements, from the fanatical true
believers to more passive adherents. He also discusses the qualities of leaders who can harness the
energy of frustrated individuals and channel it towards the movement’s goals. Understanding this
relationship is key to grasping how mass movements sustain themselves and evolve.

Why TRUE believer by eric hoffer Remains Relevant
Today

Even decades after its publication, TRUE believer by eric hoffer continues to resonate in a world
marked by political polarization, social unrest, and ideological battles. The psychological patterns
Hoffer identified are visible in many contemporary movements, from nationalism to environmental
activism, and even in online communities.

Insights into Modern Social Movements

By applying Hoffer's framework, one can better understand why certain movements attract



passionate followings and how they maintain momentum. For example, the sense of alienation
experienced by some groups today mirrors the conditions Hoffer described, making his observations
highly applicable to current events.

Recognizing the Signs of Radicalization

TRUE believer by eric hoffer also offers clues to recognizing when an individual or group is becoming
dangerously radicalized. The shift from moderate support to uncompromising zealotry often follows

patterns of identity transformation, enemy focus, and isolation from differing viewpoints. Awareness
of these signs can be valuable for educators, policymakers, and community leaders aiming to foster
social cohesion.

Practical Takeaways from TRUE believer by eric hoffer

For readers looking to apply the lessons from TRUE believer by eric hoffer in their own lives or work,
here are some practical ideas:

¢ Understand the Roots of Belief: Recognize that strong convictions often stem from deep
psychological needs. Empathy towards those who hold extreme views can open pathways to
dialogue.

* Promote Critical Thinking: Encourage questioning and exploration rather than blind
adherence. Helping others see beyond the "us vs. them" mentality can reduce fanaticism.

e Build Inclusive Communities: Since isolation and alienation fuel true believer mindsets,
fostering inclusive environments where people feel valued can prevent radicalization.

e Analyze Leadership Dynamics: Whether in politics, workplaces, or social groups,
understanding how leaders influence followers can help manage group behavior constructively.

How to Approach Reading TRUE believer by eric hoffer

If you decide to read TRUE believer by eric hoffer, approach it with an open mind and a willingness to
reflect on complex human behaviors. The book is not a quick read but a thoughtful meditation on
mass movements and belief systems that requires careful consideration.

Take notes on passages that resonate, and consider how Hoffer’s observations align or contrast with
current social phenomena. This reflective approach can deepen your understanding and help you
apply the insights in meaningful ways.



Eric Hoffer's TRUE believer remains a cornerstone text for anyone seeking to unravel the mysteries of
fanaticism, identity, and social change. Its blend of psychology, sociology, and philosophy creates a
rich tapestry that speaks to the human condition across eras. Whether you're curious about history’s
great movements or the motivations behind personal conviction, this book offers a timeless
perspective that continues to inspire and challenge readers worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Eric Hoffer's 'The True Believer'?

The main theme of 'The True Believer' is the psychology of mass movements and what motivates
individuals to become passionate followers or activists within such movements.

Who does Eric Hoffer describe as a 'true believer' in his book?

Eric Hoffer describes a 'true believer' as an individual who is willing to sacrifice personal interests and
identity to serve a larger cause or movement, often driven by a desire for change or to escape
feelings of personal frustration.

How does 'The True Believer' explain the appeal of mass
movements?

The book explains that mass movements appeal to people who are dissatisfied with their lives,
offering them a sense of purpose, identity, and the hope of a better future through collective action.

What role does frustration play in becoming a true believer
according to Eric Hoffer?

Frustration is a key factor; individuals who feel frustrated, powerless, or insignificant are more likely
to join mass movements as a way to channel their discontent into meaningful action and gain a sense
of belonging.

Is 'The True Believer' still relevant in understanding modern
political or social movements?

Yes, 'The True Believer' remains highly relevant as it provides timeless insights into the dynamics of
mass movements and the psychology behind fanaticism, which can be applied to analyze
contemporary political and social phenomena.

Additional Resources

TRUE Believer by Eric Hoffer: An Analytical Review of a Classic Exploration of Mass Movements

TRUE believer by eric hoffer stands out as a seminal work in social and political philosophy,
dissecting the psychology and dynamics of mass movements that shape societies and history. First



published in 1951, this book remains remarkably relevant today, offering a profound investigation into
the motivations and characteristics of those who dedicate themselves to collective causes. Eric
Hoffer, often referred to as the “longshoreman philosopher,” presents a unique perspective grounded
not in academia but in keen observation and deep reflection on human nature.

Understanding the Core Themes of TRUE Believer by
Eric Hoffer

At its heart, TRUE believer by eric hoffer delves into the anatomy of fanaticism and the forces that
drive individuals to embrace radical ideologies. Hoffer’s central thesis proposes that true believers are
often characterized by their desire for change combined with a sense of personal insignificance and
frustration. This combination leads them to seek solace and purpose within a mass movement, where
individual identity is subsumed for the collective cause.

Unlike many political treatises, Hoffer’s work is less about ideology and more about psychology — the
“why” behind fervent devotion. He categorizes mass movements broadly, encompassing religious,
social, political, and even nationalistic movements, thereby providing a universal lens through which
to view various historical and contemporary phenomena.

The Psychology of the True Believer

One of the most compelling aspects of TRUE believer by eric hoffer is its exploration of the
psychological profile of the true believer. According to Hoffer, true believers often experience
profound feelings of frustration, failure, or insignificance in their personal lives. This emotional state
makes them vulnerable to the allure of movements promising radical change or redemption.

Hoffer identifies several psychological traits common among true believers:
e Frustration and Discontent: A prevailing sense of failure or dissatisfaction with one's current
identity or circumstances.

» Desire for Self-Sacrifice: A willingness to surrender personal interests for the collective good
of the movement.

¢ Intolerance of Doubt: A rigid commitment to ideology that discourages questioning or
skepticism.

* Hatred of the Present: An intense dissatisfaction with the status quo, often manifesting as
hatred toward existing institutions or social structures.

These characteristics provide insight into why mass movements can attract followers from diverse
backgrounds, unified more by shared psychological needs than by specific ideological content.



Mass Movements and the Drive for Change

TRUE believer by eric hoffer articulates that mass movements gain momentum through a collective
yearning for transformation. Hoffer distinguishes between “movements of change” and “movements
of faith,” where the former seek to overturn the existing order, while the latter pursue a spiritual or
religious ideal. However, both types rely on the same psychological mechanisms and share similar
patterns of growth and decline.

Hoffer also discusses different roles within a mass movement, including:

1. The Fanatic: The most zealous adherent, often willing to sacrifice everything for the cause.
2. The Proselyte: A new convert energized by the movement’s promise.
3. The True Believer: The core supporter who embodies the movement’s ethos.

4. The Leader: The figure who channels the movement’s energy and directs its actions.

This categorization helps to understand the lifecycle of mass movements, from their inception
through their eventual transformation or dissolution.

Comparative Insights: TRUE Believer by Eric Hoffer in
Context

When compared to other works on political psychology and social movements, TRUE believer by eric
hoffer offers a notably accessible yet profound exploration. Unlike heavy theoretical texts, Hoffer’s
writing is direct, aphoristic, and rooted in everyday observation. This makes the book particularly
useful for readers interested in the human dimension of political phenomena without requiring prior
expertise.

For instance, contemporary analyses of populism or radicalization often echo Hoffer’s insights on
alienation and identity crisis as drivers for mass mobilization. His observations predate and anticipate
many modern theories on social movements, making TRUE believer a foundational text for students,
scholars, and practitioners in political science, sociology, and psychology.

Strengths and Limitations of Hoffer’s Approach

The strengths of TRUE believer by eric hoffer lie in its timeless applicability and psychological depth.
Hoffer manages to capture the emotional undercurrents behind mass movements rather than merely
describing their external mechanics. His work encourages readers to consider the personal and
collective motives that fuel social upheavals.

However, some critics point out that Hoffer’'s analysis is somewhat generalized and lacks empirical



rigor. The book is more philosophical and observational than data-driven, which can limit its use for
quantitative research or specific case studies. Moreover, Hoffer's sometimes pessimistic portrayal of
true believers may oversimplify the complexities of individual motivations and the positive aspects of
collective action.

Why TRUE Believer by Eric Hoffer Remains Relevant
Today

In today’s rapidly shifting political and social landscape, TRUE believer by eric hoffer continues to
resonate. The rise of extremist groups, populist movements, and ideological polarization worldwide
highlights the enduring importance of understanding the psychological dynamics Hoffer described
decades ago.

The book’s relevance is underscored by how it helps decode the appeal and dangers of mass
movements, providing valuable lessons for policymakers, educators, and the general public. By
recognizing the emotional and psychological factors at play, societies can better navigate the
challenges posed by fervent ideological commitment and mass mobilization.

Practical Applications and Influence

Beyond academic circles, TRUE believer by eric hoffer has influenced a wide range of fields:

 Political Strategy: Understanding the makeup of true believers aids in crafting effective
political campaigns and countering radicalization.

¢ Conflict Resolution: Insight into mass psychology can inform mediation efforts in polarized
communities.

e Education: Encouraging critical thinking to counteract the intolerance that true believers often
exhibit.

* Media Analysis: Evaluating how media narratives may fuel or mitigate mass movement
dynamics.

This broad applicability contributes to the book’s lasting status as a vital resource for those seeking to
understand collective behavior.

The nuanced insights offered in TRUE believer by eric hoffer invite readers to look beyond surface-
level political rhetoric and explore the deeper currents of human psychology that drive social change.
Its balanced, investigative tone makes it a compelling read for anyone interested in the forces that
shape history and society.
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true believer by eric hoffer: The True Believer Jonah S. Rubin, 2017-07-05 Hoffer began
writing The True Believer in the 1940s, as Nazism and fascism spread across Europe. Most analysts
studying how these movements became so powerful focused on their leaders and the ideas they
trumpeted. Hoffer focused on the followers. He saw that people joining mass movements all had
common traits. Feeling worn down, they had lost their sense of self-worth and saw in the movement
a way to restore some meaning to their lives. They were willing to abandon their individuality and
devote themselves to an idea that promised to radically alter the world. Hoffer's work explains not
just the events of his day, but the events of ours too. Book jacket.

true believer by eric hoffer: THE TRUE BELIEVER ERIC HOFFER, 1963

true believer by eric hoffer: The True Believer Eric Hoffer, 2011-05-10 “Its theme is political
fanaticism, with which it deals severely and brilliantly.” —New Yorker The famous bestseller with
“concise insight into what drives the mind of the fanatic and the dynamics of a mass movement”
(Wall Street Journal) by the legendary San Francisco longshoreman. A stevedore on the San
Francisco docks in the 1940s, Eric Hoffer wrote philosophical treatises in his spare time while living
in the railroad yards. The True Believer—the first and most famous of his books—was made into a
bestseller when President Eisenhower cited it during one of the earliest television press
conferences. Called a “brilliant and original inquiry” and “a genuine contribution to our social
thought” by Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., this landmark in the field of social psychology is completely
relevant and essential for understanding the world today as it delivers a visionary, highly
provocative look into the mind of the fanatic and a penetrating study of how an individual becomes
one.

true believer by eric hoffer: Interpretations of Fascism A. James Gregor, 2017-07-05 This
volume constitutes a survey of social science efforts to explain the fascist phenomenon. Attempts to
adequately interpret fascism have involved an inordinate number of social researchers and
historians for an inordinate amount of time over the past half century. For all that we still find
ourselves without a compelling account of the entire complex sequence. Fascism constitutes a
significant concern for students of contemporary politics. To develop an intellectually defensible
explanation of the nature, origins, and development of Italian Fascism and German Nazism remains
a responsibility still outstanding. Interpretations of Fascism provides a review of the efforts that
have been made to date to interpret and explain the phenomenon, It addresses itself specifically to
those efforts undertaken to provide a social science explanation of Mussolini's Fascism. Dealing wiht
the special application of social science methods to a specific problem, the book provides a special
angle to examine this ubiquitous system in a comparable context. The book should be useful for
college courses inb political theory, comparative politics, democracy and dictatorship, economic and
political change, and modern European history. The new edition is graced by a provocative, lengthy
new essay reviewing the literature from 1973 through 1996. As such, it is an up to date examination
of fascism in our times. Professor Gregor is careful to emphasize that fascist movements can thrive
in confines far beyond Italy and Germany. It has found fertile soil from Russia to Africa. In short,
Gregor argues that this makes fascism a movement that extends through political space no less than
historical time. The documentation of the book is now very rich, with a bibliographic review that can
serve experts and generalists alike. Stanley G. Payne credits Gregor with -clearing away useless,
obfuscatory theoretical debris-, claiming that -Gregor's book serves the study of fascist politics very
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well indeed-. And Giuseppe Prezzolini, introduced the Italian language edition by noting that
-Interpretations of Fascism is rich in information and scientifically precise in style...a reflection of an
intelligence that operates beyond passions.-

true believer by eric hoffer: The True Believer Jonah S. Rubin, 2017-07-15 Hoffer began
writing The True Believer in the 1940s, as Nazism and fascism spread across Europe. Most analysts
studying how these movements became so powerful focused on their leaders and the ideas they
trumpeted.

true believer by eric hoffer: Eric Hoffer Tom Bethell, 2013-09-01 Drawn from Eric Hoffer's
private papers as well as interviews with those who knew him, this detailed biography paints a
picture of a truly original American thinker and writer. Author Tom Bethell interviewed Hoffer in the
years just before his death, and his meticulous accounts of those meetings offer new insights into the
man known as the Longshoreman Philosopher.

true believer by eric hoffer: Political Activists in America Nathan Teske, 2009-01-01 Argues
that active involvement in politics can be deeply fulfilling to the individual, and that the construction
of identity for all activists is both about morality and about what one wants for oneself. Includes
interviews with environmental, social justice, and pro-life activists--Provided by publisher.

true believer by eric hoffer: Singlejack Solidarity Stan Weir, 2004 Written throughout Stan
Weir's decades as a blue-collar worker and labour educator, 'Singlejack Solidarity' offers a rare look
at modern life and social relations as seen from the factory, dockside and the shop floor.

true believer by eric hoffer: Eric Hoffer James Thomas Baker, 1982

true believer by eric hoffer: Tough Guys and True Believers John M. Robertson, 2012-08-21
Some men are especially difficult to manage in the psychotherapy room. They are controlling,
exploitive, rigid, aggressive, and prejudiced. In a word, they are Authoritarian. This book is a guide
for therapists and counselors who work with these men, offering an understanding of their
psychological development and providing empirically supported recommendations to work with
them effectively. In the first part, Robertson describes several versions of authoritarian men. Some
are Tough Guys (workplace bullies, abusive partners, sexual harassers), and others are True
Believers (men who use religion to justify their authoritarian behavior). Robertson draws from a
diverse literature in psychology, sociology, men’s studies, and neurobiology to describe the
developmental histories and personalities of these men. Part two offers practical and specific
strategies to assess and treat these wounded men—developing a masculine friendly alliance,
respecting their personal and religious beliefs, and teaching them self-awareness and self-regulation
skills. Throughout, Robertson emphasizes a reality that many therapists doubt: Some authoritarian
men want to change their behavior, and are capable of doing so. This book presents an empathic and
respectful view of a group of men too often written off as unmanageable and unchangeable.

true believer by eric hoffer: The Social Psychology of Social Movements (Psychology
Revivals) Hans Toch, 2013-11-26 The social movements that Professor Toch examines in this book,
originally published in 1966, range from the Black Muslims to food faddists, and the founders of
these movements range from Hitler to Joan of Arc. Why do people join social movements? How do
such movements serve the needs of their members, and what unique social problems do they cause?
What are the typical consequences of membership? What gives rise to social movements, and how
can we evaluate them? In The Social Psychology of Social Movements Hans Toch provides answers
to these questions. It is impossible to avoid in a study of this sort the universal human implications of
social movements, the latent tragedy and despair which involvement in such collective action
implies. The humour, adversity and pathos is equally evident in many of the examples which
Professor Toch describes. But he provides a sympathetic objectivity, and is at pains to provide a
systematic psychological survey of large, ideologically orientated groups and their members in
general.

true believer by eric hoffer: Remote Brain Targeting - Evolution of Mind Control in
U.S.A.: A Compilation of Historical Information Derived from Various Sources (Mind
Control Technology Book Series) Book I of 7 Renee Pittman, 2011-10-13 The objective today is



to isolate targets through technological harassment, remote viewing, electronic surveillance, and
also focus on using everyone around them subliminally influenced. The target is depicted to the
community as incompetent, disloyal, troublesome, mentally unbalanced, or ill, to mobilized
community stalking efforts. This permits an expertly crafted promotion and denial that highly
advanced mind invasive technology exists. The whistleblower / targeted individual, targeted for
various reasons, is then heinously, maliciously, secretively, abused by electromagnetic systems
difficult to prove because it is unseen to the human eye or detectable as extremely low frequency
(ELF) radio and microwaves waves. The objective is to push the target over the edge to suicide,
hurting self or others, entrapped, jail, or be institutionalized. Others watch and become frightened
preventing them from speaking out against these extreme, immoral, and unethical injustices in the
form of covert terrorism with many players and denial of Human Rights. Remote Neural Monitoring
testing has also thrived within the Association of Psychiatry historically. The electromagnetic
assaults, physical, psychological, and verbal, continue until the target is left discredited, exhausted,
and in poor health, financially crippled, or his or her life is in ruins or worse. And, it is legal! Remote
Brain Targeting confirms Pittman's credibility in this five-book series which details her personal
experiences and others, detailing how the slow kill effect is being used today, as a form of physical
coercion, electromagnetically. All five books in the Mind Control Technology book series are a
must-read and a wake-up call to an older generation familiar with and knowledgeable of some of
these programs, specifically MK-ULTRA, mind control testing officially in the 50s, 60s, and 70's, and
Pittman's renewed hope to stir the consciousness of a new generation through awareness of what is
factually happening today to many. Today the technology has erupted into an electromagnetic
invasion that is unparalleled in this day and time and heinously capable of delivery through many
methods and from a considerable distance. This technology is no joke! A MUST-READ! Knowledge is
Power / Awareness is Key! TRUTH a powerful weapon!

true believer by eric hoffer: Beyond Right and Wrong Randall Kiser, 2010-01-07 Let us
endeavor to see things as they are, and then enquire whether we ought to complain. Whether to see
life as it is, will give us much consolation, I know not; but the consolation which is drawn from truth
if any there be, is solid and durable: that which may be derived from errour, must be, like its
original, fallacious and fugitive. Samuel Johnson, Letter to Bennet Langton (1758) Attorneys and
clients make hundreds of decisions in every litigation case. From initially deciding which attorney to
retain to deciding which witnesses to call at trial, from deciding whether to ?le a complaint to
deciding whether to appeal a verdict, attorneys and clients make multiple, critical decisions about
strategies, costs, arguments, valuations, evidence and negotiations. Once made, these de- sions are
scrutinized by an opponent intent on exploiting the consequences of any mistake. In this intense and
adversarial arena, decision-making errors often are transparent, irreversible and dispositive,
wielding the power to bankrupt clients and dissolve law ?rms. Although attorneys and clients may
regard sound decision making as incidental to effective lawyering, sound decision making actually is
the essence of effective lawyering. An attorney’s knowledge, intelligence and experience are inert
re- urces until the attorney decides how to deploy those skills to serve the client’s interests. Those
decisions, in turn, largely determine a case’s course and outcome.

true believer by eric hoffer: Lessons from the Holy Wars Rob Asghar, 2010-01-15 An
immigrant's son shuns his heritage and his homeland, only to see them come to dominate headlines
in a manner that forces him to come to a deeper understanding of himself and his world. This
notable collection of personal stories and cultural insights illuminates anew the grand American
immigrant experience. Just as notably, Lessons from the Holy Wars is invaluable for anyone seeking
insight into the encounter-or collision-of Islam and the West. Filled with wonder and wit, it offers a
revealing perspective on the events of our day.

true believer by eric hoffer: Vital Church Issues RoyCheck B. Zuck, 2006-09-05 Vital . . .
pertaining to life; essential; of critical importance. Church . . . a body or organization of religious
believers. Issues . . . a point or matter, the decision of which is of special or public importance. A
dictionary can define the terms, but tackling the tough texts and difficult issues of church leadership



requires skillful study and balanced reflection upon the whole of Scripture. Vital Church Issues:
Examining Principles and Practices in Church Leadership draws upon the insights and study of
numerous evangelical scholars and writers to address crucial issues in church leadership. Some of
the chapters included are: Personal Challenges for 21st-Century Pastors by Leith Anderson The
'Laying on of Hands' of Elders by David A. Mappes Can Fallen Leaders Be Restored to Leadership?
by Jay E. Smith Assimilating New Converts into the Local Church by R. Larry Moyer Confidentiality
in Counseling Individuals with HIV/AIDS by Jay A. Quine Pastors, laypeople, and seminary students
will appreciate the helpful scholarship of Vital Church Issues.

true believer by eric hoffer: Radical Religion and Violence Jeffrey Kaplan, 2015-11-19 Jeffrey
Kaplan has been one of the most influential scholars of new religious movements, extremism and
terrorism. His pioneering use of interpretive fieldwork among radical and violent subcultures
opened up new fields of scholarship and vastly increased our understanding of the beliefs and
activities of extremists. This collection features many of his seminal contributions to the field
alongside several new pieces which place his work within the context of the latest research
developments. Combining discussion of the methodological issues alongside a broad array of case
studies, this will be essential reading for all students and scholars of extremism, religion and politics
and terrorism.

true believer by eric hoffer: Special Warfare , 2013

true believer by eric hoffer: The True Believer Eric Hoffer, 1989

true believer by eric hoffer: Dog Whistles, Walk-Backs, and Washington Handshakes Chuck
McCutcheon, David Mark, 2014-09-02 To the amusement of the pundits and the regret of the
electorate, our modern political jargon has become even more brazenly two-faced and obfuscatory
than ever. Where once we had Muckrakers, now we have Bed-Wetters. Where Blue Dogs once slept
peaceably in the sun, Attack Dogs now roam the land. During election season--a near constant these
days--the coded rhetoric of candidates and their spin doctors, and the deliberately meaningless but
toxic semiotics of the wing nuts and backbenchers, reach near-Orwellian levels of self-satisfaction,
vitriol, and deceit. The average NPR or talk radio listener, MSNBC or Fox News viewer, or blameless
New York Times or Wall Street Journal reader is likely to be perplexed, nonplussed, and lulled into a
state of apathetic resignation and civic somnolence by the rapid-fire incomprehensibility of political
pronouncement and commentary--which is, frankly, putting us exactly where the pundits want us.
Dog Whistles, Walk-Backs, and Washington Handshakes is a tonic and a corrective. It is a reference
and field guide to the language of politics by two veteran observers that not only defines terms and
phrases but also explains their history and etymology, describes who uses them against whom, and
why, and reveals the most telling, infamous, amusing, and shocking examples of their recent use. It
is a handbook of lexicography for the Wonkette and This Town generation, a sleeker, more modern
Safire's Political Dictionary, and a concise, pointed, bipartisan guide to the lies, obfuscations, and
helical constructions of modern American political language, as practiced by real-life versions of the
characters on House of Cards.

true believer by eric hoffer: Gerald Vizenor Kimberly M. Blaeser, 1996 Kimberly M. Blaeser
begins with an examination of Vizenor's concept of Native American oral culture and his unique
incorporation of oral tradition in the written word. She details Vizenor's efforts to produce a form of
writing that resists static meaning, involves the writer in the creation of the literary moment, and
invites political action and explores the place of Vizenor's work within the larger context of
contemporary tribal literature, Native American scholarship, and critical theory.
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