community the politics of human sexuality

Community the Politics of Human Sexuality: Exploring the Intersections of Identity, Power, and Social

Change

community the politics of human sexuality is a complex and deeply intertwined subject that reflects
how societies understand, regulate, and often contest expressions of human desire, identity, and
relationships. At its core, this topic highlights the ongoing dialogue between individual freedoms and
collective norms, revealing how communities negotiate boundaries around sexuality in ways that
influence social justice, policy-making, and cultural acceptance. To truly grasp the dynamics at play,
one must delve into the intricate connections between community identity, political activism, and the

evolving discourse surrounding human sexuality.

Understanding Community the Politics of Human Sexuality

When we talk about community the politics of human sexuality, we’re essentially discussing how
groups of people—whether defined by geography, culture, or shared values—interact with, shape, and
are shaped by societal norms surrounding sexuality. This can include everything from public health
policies and education to the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals and the impact of religious or traditional

beliefs on sexual expression.

The Role of Social Norms and Cultural Values

Every community operates within a framework of social norms that dictate what is considered
acceptable or taboo. These norms have profound implications for human sexuality, influencing who
can express what kind of sexual identity and how openly. For example, conservative communities

might uphold traditional views on gender roles and heterosexual marriage, while more progressive



communities may embrace fluidity in sexual orientation and gender identity.

Such cultural values often inform political debates and legislation, affecting everything from marriage
equality to access to sexual health resources. Understanding these underlying values helps explain

why discussions about sexuality can become so charged and contentious.

Community as a Space for Political Activism

Communities are not just passive recipients of dominant sexual politics; they are also active sites of
resistance and change. Grassroots movements and advocacy groups often emerge within communities
to challenge oppressive laws and social stigmas. The history of LGBTQ+ activism, for example, is

deeply rooted in local communities coming together to demand recognition and rights.
These efforts highlight the importance of solidarity and collective action. By mobilizing around shared

experiences of marginalization or identity, communities can influence public opinion and policymaking

in powerful ways.

The Intersection of Identity and Power in Sexual Politics

Human sexuality is inextricably linked to identity—both personal and collective—and the power
structures that govern society. Community the politics of human sexuality examines how these

identities and power dynamics intersect to either empower or marginalize individuals.

Gender, Sexual Orientation, and Intersectionality

Sexual politics cannot be separated from issues of gender and intersectionality. People’s experiences

of sexuality are shaped by multiple identities, including race, class, religion, and ability. Intersectional



perspectives reveal how, for example, a queer person of color might face distinct challenges compared

to their white counterparts due to overlapping systems of oppression.

Recognizing these layered identities is crucial in creating inclusive communities that respect diversity

and promote equity in sexual rights and health.

Power Structures and Regulation of Sexuality

Power in sexuality politics often manifests through control mechanisms such as laws, media
representation, and educational curricula. Governments and institutions may impose restrictions or
promote certain sexual norms, influencing what is taught about consent, sexual health, and

relationships.
Communities may either uphold or resist these power structures. For instance, some religious

communities might support abstinence-only education, while activist groups campaign for

comprehensive sex education that is inclusive of various sexual orientations and gender identities.

Community Building and Sexual Health Advocacy

One of the most vital aspects of community the politics of human sexuality is the role communities play
in promoting sexual health and well-being. This involves addressing stigma, providing education, and

ensuring access to necessary services.

Combatting Stigma Through Education

Stigma around sexuality often arises from misinformation and cultural taboos. Communities that

prioritize open dialogue and education can help dismantle harmful stereotypes and encourage healthier



attitudes toward sexual identity and relationships.

Educational programs that are culturally sensitive and inclusive of diverse sexual orientations and

gender identities tend to be more successful in fostering understanding and respect.

Access to Sexual Health Services

Community advocacy is essential in securing access to sexual health resources such as contraception,
HIV testing, and counseling services. Marginalized groups, particularly in underserved areas, often

face barriers to these services due to discrimination or lack of infrastructure.

By organizing community health initiatives or partnering with local organizations, activists can work

toward reducing these disparities and improving overall sexual health outcomes.

The Impact of Digital Communities on Sexual Politics

In today’s digital age, online communities have become influential spaces where the politics of human
sexuality are negotiated and redefined. These virtual spaces allow for greater visibility, connection, and

activism.

Creating Safe Spaces Online

For many individuals, especially those in hostile physical environments, online communities provide a
critical refuge where they can express their sexual identities freely and find support. These digital
platforms can break down geographic and social barriers, fostering a sense of belonging and

empowerment.



Mobilizing for Change Through Social Media

Social media has revolutionized how communities engage in sexual politics. Campaigns for LGBTQ+
rights, sexual health awareness, and anti-discrimination efforts frequently gain momentum online,

reaching wider audiences and influencing real-world policy changes.

However, it’s important to recognize challenges such as online harassment and misinformation, which

communities must navigate to maintain safe and productive spaces.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Community the Politics of

Human Sexuality

As societies continue to evolve, so too will the politics surrounding human sexuality and the role of
community within it. Emerging conversations around non-binary identities, polyamory, and consent

culture indicate ongoing shifts in how sexuality is understood and politicized.

Communities will remain at the forefront of these changes, serving as incubators for new ideas and
advocates for greater inclusivity and justice. By engaging with the politics of human sexuality
thoughtfully and compassionately, communities can help shape a world where everyone’s sexual

identity and rights are respected and celebrated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'community’ in the context of the politics of human
sexuality?

In this context, 'community’ refers to groups of people connected by shared identities, experiences, or



interests related to human sexuality, such as LGBTQ+ communities, feminist groups, or sexual health
advocacy organizations. These communities often play key roles in political activism and social

change.

How does the politics of human sexuality impact community building?

The politics of human sexuality influences community building by shaping norms, rights, and
acceptance levels. Political debates about sexuality affect how inclusive or exclusive communities are,

determining access to resources, recognition, and protection under the law.

What role do marginalized sexual communities play in political
activism?

Marginalized sexual communities often lead political activism by advocating for equal rights, combating
stigma, and challenging discriminatory laws and social attitudes. Their activism helps to promote

visibility, acceptance, and policy changes that support sexual minorities.

How do cultural differences affect the politics of human sexuality
within communities?

Cultural differences influence how sexuality is perceived, regulated, and expressed within communities.
These differences affect political approaches to sexuality, including legislation, community norms, and

activism strategies, leading to varied experiences and priorities across global communities.

In what ways do intersectionality and community overlap in
discussions of human sexuality politics?

Intersectionality recognizes that individuals' experiences of sexuality are shaped by overlapping
identities such as race, gender, class, and disability. This understanding helps communities address

diverse needs and challenges in sexuality politics, ensuring more inclusive and effective advocacy.



How has the digital age influenced communities involved in the politics
of human sexuality?

The digital age has expanded the reach and connectivity of sexuality-related communities, allowing for
greater information sharing, mobilization, and support networks. Online platforms have become vital

spaces for political organizing, education, and visibility for marginalized sexual identities.

What challenges do communities face when addressing the politics of
human sexuality?

Communities face challenges such as societal stigma, legal restrictions, internal divisions, and limited
resources. Navigating diverse political landscapes and cultural attitudes can also complicate efforts to

achieve consensus and implement effective advocacy for human sexuality rights.

Additional Resources

Community the Politics of Human Sexuality: Navigating Identity, Power, and Social Change

community the politics of human sexuality represents a complex and multifaceted discourse that
intertwines cultural norms, individual identities, and political power structures. Understanding this
dynamic involves delving into how communities negotiate the boundaries of sexuality, how political
frameworks shape sexual rights and freedoms, and how social movements challenge or reinforce
existing paradigms. As societies continue to evolve, the politics surrounding human sexuality remain

an influential force in shaping legislation, social acceptance, and personal expression.

The Interplay Between Community and Sexual Politics

At its core, the politics of human sexuality are deeply embedded within community contexts.

Communities—whether defined by geography, culture, religion, or shared identity—serve as the primary



arenas where sexual norms are constructed, challenged, or upheld. These social units influence how
individuals experience and express their sexuality, often dictating acceptable behaviors and identities

through formal and informal mechanisms.

Within many communities, sexuality is not merely a private matter but a political issue that intersects
with broader societal concerns such as gender equality, reproductive rights, and anti-discrimination
efforts. The negotiation of sexual politics often reflects underlying power dynamics, including those

related to race, class, and religion.

Community Norms and Sexual Identity Formation

The formation of sexual identity is heavily influenced by the community environment. For example,
LGBTQ+ individuals may find affirmation and validation within queer communities that provide safe
spaces for self-expression. Conversely, in more conservative or religious communities, non-

heteronormative sexualities can be stigmatized, leading to marginalization or social exclusion.

Research indicates that supportive community networks can significantly impact mental health
outcomes for sexual minorities. According to a 2021 study published in the Journal of Social Issues,
LGBTQ+ individuals embedded in affirming communities reported lower rates of depression and
anxiety compared to those in hostile environments. This underscores the importance of community

dynamics in shaping not just identity but well-being.

The Role of Politics in Regulating Sexuality

Political institutions and policies are central players in the regulation and recognition of human
sexuality. Laws governing marriage rights, anti-discrimination protections, sex education, and
reproductive health serve as indicators of how sexuality is politicized within a society. For instance, the
legalization of same-sex marriage in multiple countries over the past decade reflects a significant shift

in political attitudes toward sexual diversity.



However, these advances are often met with resistance from political factions that view such changes
as threats to traditional social orders. This resistance highlights the contested nature of sexuality

politics, where debates frequently revolve around moral values, religious beliefs, and cultural heritage.

Historical and Contemporary Perspectives

The politics of human sexuality have evolved considerably throughout history, shaped by changing
social norms, scientific understanding, and political activism. From the criminalization of homosexual
acts in many societies to the rise of the modern sexual rights movement, the trajectory reveals a

persistent struggle over who controls sexual expression and how it is framed in public discourse.

Sexuality and Social Movements

Social movements play a pivotal role in reshaping community attitudes and political landscapes
regarding sexuality. The Stonewall riots of 1969, widely considered the catalyst for the LGBTQ+ rights
movement, exemplify how marginalized communities mobilize to demand recognition and equality.
Similarly, feminist movements have challenged patriarchal control over female sexuality, advocating for

reproductive rights and sexual autonomy.
In recent years, movements such as #MeToo have brought heightened awareness to issues of sexual
harassment and assault, emphasizing the intersection of sexuality, power, and consent. These

movements illustrate the ongoing negotiation within communities and political spheres about

acceptable sexual behavior and accountability.

Intersectionality: Overlapping Identities and Sexual Politics

An essential aspect of analyzing community the politics of human sexuality is recognizing



intersectionality—the interconnected nature of social categorizations such as race, gender, class, and
sexuality. Intersectional analysis reveals how individuals experience sexuality differently based on

multiple layers of identity and systemic inequality.

For example, queer people of color often face compounded discrimination that differs from the
experiences of white LGBTQ+ individuals. This complexity challenges one-dimensional approaches to

sexual politics and calls for inclusive policies that address diverse community needs.

Key Contemporary Issues in the Politics of Human Sexuality

The ongoing debates surrounding human sexuality in community settings now encompass a variety of

pressing topics. These include but are not limited to:

¢ Sex Education: Discussions about comprehensive versus abstinence-only education reveal
political divides on how sexuality should be taught in schools and the role of parental versus

state authority.

¢ Reproductive Rights: Access to contraception and abortion remains a highly politicized issue,

often reflecting broader conflicts over bodily autonomy and gender equality.

e Transgender Rights: Legal recognition, healthcare access, and protection from discrimination are

central concerns in the ongoing fight for transgender inclusion.

* Religious Influence: Many communities grapple with reconciling religious doctrines with evolving

sexual norms, resulting in varied acceptance or rejection of non-traditional sexualities.



Global Variations in Sexual Politics

The politics surrounding human sexuality are not monolithic but vary significantly across regions and
cultures. In some Scandinavian countries, progressive policies promote sexual rights and gender

equality, while in other parts of the world, same-sex relationships may still be criminalized.

This variation reflects differing historical legacies, religious influences, and political priorities.
International human rights frameworks increasingly advocate for universal sexual rights, yet local

community norms often mediate how these rights are realized or resisted.

Implications for Policy and Community Engagement

Understanding community the politics of human sexuality is essential for policymakers, activists, and
social scientists aiming to foster inclusive and equitable societies. Crafting effective policies requires

acknowledging the diversity of sexual experiences and the socio-political contexts in which they occur.

Community engagement is critical in this process. Grassroots organizations and local leaders often
serve as bridges between marginalized sexual identities and political institutions, facilitating dialogue
and advocating for change. By incorporating community voices, political initiatives can better address

the real-life challenges related to sexuality, from healthcare access to social acceptance.

The intricate relationship between community and the politics of human sexuality continues to evolve,
reflecting broader shifts in cultural attitudes and political power. As societies grapple with these
changes, the ongoing discourse highlights the significance of inclusivity, respect for diversity, and the

recognition of human rights at the intersection of sexuality and politics.
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community the politics of human sexuality: Black Sexual Politics Patricia Hill Collins,
2004-08-02 In Black Sexual Politics, one of America's most influential writers on race and gender
explores how images of Black sexuality have been used to maintain the color line and how they
threaten to spread a new brand of racism around the world today.

community the politics of human sexuality: Human Sexuality Anne Bolin, Patricia Whelehan,
2009-09-10 Human Sexuality: Biological, Psychological, and Cultural Perspectives is a unique
textbook that provides a complete analysis of this crucial aspect of life around the world. Utilizing
viewpoints across cultural and national boundaries, and deftly weaving evolutionary and
psychological perspectives, Bolin and Whelehan go beyond the traditional evolution and primatology
to address cross-cultural and contemporary issues, as well as anthropological contributions and
psycho-social perspectives. Taking into account the evolution of human anatomy, sexual behavior,
attitudes, and beliefs, this far-reaching text goes beyond what is found in traditional books to
present a wide diversity of beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors found globally. In addition to providing a
rich array of photographs, illustrations, tables, and a glossary of terms, this extraordinary textbook
explores: pregnancy and childbirth as a bio-cultural experience life-course issues related to gender
identity, sexual orientations, behaviors, and lifestyles socioeconomic, political, historical, and
ecological influences on sexual behavior early childhood sexuality, puberty and adolescence birth
control, fertility, conception, and sexual differentiation HIV infection, AIDS, AIDS globalization and
sex work Fusing biological, socio-psychological, and cultural influences to offer new perspectives on
understanding human sexuality, its development over millions of years of evolution, and how
sexuality is embedded in specific socio-cultural contexts, this is the text for educators and students
who wish to understand human sexuality in all of its richness and complexity.

community the politics of human sexuality: Social Perspectives in Lesbian and Gay
Studies Peter M. Nardi, Beth E. Schneider, 2013-09-13 This comprehensive reader brings a social
science perspective to an area hitherto dominated by the humanities. Through it, students will be
able to follow the story of how sociology has come to engage with gay and lesbian issues from the
1950s to the present, from the earliest research on the underground worlds of gay men to the
emergence of queer theory in the 1990s. Bringing together classic readings and the best work of
younger scholars from all parts of the English-speaking world, this reader will be an invaluable
resource for courses at undergraduate and graduate level in all areas of the sociology of sexuality
and gender. Separate sections cover: * theoretical foundations * identity and community making *
institutions and social change * challenges for the future. Each section begins with an introduction
giving readers a brief guide to the readings in that section, contextualises them and relates them to
one another and the book ends with an afterword by Ken Plummer summing up the present state of
play and looking forward to the future.

community the politics of human sexuality: Human Sexuality and its Problems John
Bancroft, 2008-12-29 Prepared by one of the world's leading authorities, Human Sexuality and its
Problems remains the foremost comprehensive reference in the field. Now available in a larger
format, this classic volume continues to address the neurophysiological, psychological and
socio-cultural aspects of human sexuality and how they interact. Fully updated throughout, the new
edition places a greater emphasis on theory and its role in sex research and draws on the latest
global research to review the clinical management of problematic sexuality providing clear, practical
guidelines for clinical intervention.Clearly written, this highly accessible volume now includes a new
chapter on the role of theory, and separate chapters on sexual differentiation and gender identity
development, transgender and gender non-conformity, and HIV, AIDS and other sexually transmitted
diseases. Human Sexuality and its Problems fills a gap in the literature for academics interested in
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human sexuality from an interdisciplinary perspective, as well as health professionals involved in the
management of sexual problems. Long awaited new edition of the definitive reference text on human
sexuality Addresses the neurophysiological, psychological and socio-cultural aspects of human
sexuality and how they interact Examines the normal sexual experience and covers the various ways
in which sex can be problematic, including dysfunctional, ‘out of control', high risk and illegal sexual
behaviour Reviews the clinical management of problematic sexuality and provides clear, practical
guidelines for clinical intervention Presents a broad cross-disciplinary perspective of the subject
area making the book suitable for all professionals involved in the field Presents a more theoretical
approach to the study of human sexuality reflecting recent changes in research Includes a section on
brain imaging to demonstrate the latest research findings in sexual arousal and to compare and
contrast individuals with normal and low levels of sexual desire Discusses the use of sex as a mood
regulator and the importance of current research in this area Discusses the impact on the internet
on the modern sexual world Explores the relevance of transgender and gender non-conformity
Contains a chapter on HIV and AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections Chapter on therapy
fully updated to reflect the movement towards integration of psychological and pharmacological
approaches to management Explores the complex relationships between anger, sexual arousal and
sexual violence

community the politics of human sexuality: Human Sexuality Vern L. Bullough, Bonnie
Bullough, 1994 First Published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

community the politics of human sexuality: Orthodox Tradition and Human Sexuality
Thomas Arentzen, Ashley M. Purpura, Aristotle Papanikolaou, 2022-11-15 Sex is a difficult issue for
contemporary Christians, but the past decade has witnessed a newfound openness regarding the
topic among Eastern Orthodox Christians. Both the theological trajectory and the historical
circumstances of the Orthodox Church differ radically from those of other Christian denominations
that have already developed robust and creative reflections on sexuality and sexual diversity. Within
its unique history, theology, and tradition, Orthodox Christianity holds rich resources for engaging
challenging questions of sexuality in new and responsive ways. What is at stake in questions of
sexuality in the Orthodox tradition? What sources and theological convictions can uniquely shape
Orthodox understandings of sexuality? This volume aims to create an agora for discussing sex, and
not least the sexualities that are often thought of as untraditional in Orthodox contexts. Through
fifteen distinct chapters, written by leading scholars and theologians, this book offers a developed
treatment of sexuality in the Orthodox Christian world by approaching the subject from scriptural,
patristic, theological, historical, and sociological perspectives. Chapters devoted to practical and
pastoral insights, as well as reflections on specific cultural contexts, engage the human realities of
sexual diversity and Christian life. From re-thinking scripture to developing theologies of sex, from
eschatological views of eros to re-evaluations of the Orthodox responses to science, this book offers
new thinking on pressing, present-day issues and initiates conversations about homosexuality and
sexual diversity within Orthodox Christianity.

community the politics of human sexuality: Prevention, Powerlessness, and Politics
George W. Albee, Justin M. Joffe, Linda A. Dusenbury, 1988-05 This provocative book of readings
examines the need for social change and political action to effect broad-based prevention of
psychopathology. Addressing those in the caring professions such as social psychiatry and social
work, the editors argue that this need arises from the feelings of powerlessness among those who
are attempting to deal with the abuse and exploitation in today's society while working in existing
programmes. Topics addressed include programmes for individuals and families, programmes for
larger political change affecting groups and identification of sources of resistance and opposition
from protectors of the status quo. The volume concludes with suggestions of ways in which power
can be redistributed in an effort to rem

community the politics of human sexuality: Humanity and Human Sexuality: The Origin and
Nature of Sexual Preference Kevin Franklin, 2024-03-28 In Humanity and Human Sexuality: The



Origin and Nature of Sexual Preference, Dr. Kevin Franklin embarks on an extraordinary exploration
of the human being, of mind, and their potential. Delving deep into themes of confusion and
disorder, he unveils how a ‘trickster-mind’ can hinder an individual’s true potential for life and
freedom. Drawing from his own profound experiences of childhood psychosis, which once seemed to
destine him for a life overshadowed by schizophrenia and the threat of early suicide, Dr. Franklin
defies expectations. This book ventures beyond traditional boundaries to examine the metaphysical
aspects of psychological order, offering a unique perspective on the often-misunderstood concepts of
societal and psychological disorders. Dr. Franklin’s insights extend into a scientific demonstration of
the innate origins and nature of both heterosexual and homosexual preferences. Humanity and
Human Sexuality: The Origin and Nature of Sexual Preference illuminates various fields -
Philosophy, Religion, History, Science, Society, and Psychology - offering a revolutionary viewpoint
on these disciplines. It challenges long-held beliefs and misconceptions, particularly in the realms of
sexual identity, the gender and transgender discussion, and the complex relationship between
religion and science. Structured in two parts, the book first deconstructs the mythology of sexual
identity, before reconstructing a comprehensive understanding of human sexuality. It seeks to
resolve some of humanity’s most pressing issues: the lack of human compassion, the intricacies of
gender identity, and the historical tensions between religious beliefs and scientific understanding.
This book is an essential read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the origins and nature
of sexual preference and identity, and the broader implications for society.

community the politics of human sexuality: The Politics of Perverts Charles Anthony Smith,
Shawn R. Schulenberg, Connor B. S. Strobel, 2024-06-29 Reveals the underexplored politics and
activism of non-traditional sexual minorities Over the past four decades, there has been significant
research focused on the political and social lives of lesbian, gay, and transgender (LGT) individuals,
exploring how these sexual communities interact with politicians and voters who identify as straight.
However, due to society’s binary view of sexuality, this research has overlooked non-traditional
sexual minorities. To address this omission, The Politics of Perverts delves into the political attitudes
and activities of individuals who identify with non-traditional sexual orientations and practices, such
as Polyamory, BDSM, the Furry Fandom, Nudism, and the large bisexual population within these
communities. These groups face similar discrimination, stigma, and lack of legal protections in
various aspects of life. The authors shed light on the political identities, affiliations, and attitudes of
these communities in the United States, revealing how sexuality and politics are even more deeply
intertwined at the margins of society. Despite facing challenges, these communities actively engage
in political discussions and activities in hopes of fostering greater inclusivity, better representation,
and more informed policies.

community the politics of human sexuality: Human Sexuality Ami Rokach, Karishma Patel,
2021-01-22 Human sexuality touches us all, pun intended. We all either enjoy it, struggle with it, or
may have been victims of it. Sexuality is not just about sex, but about human sexual function, the
physiology of sex, the hormones involved and how they affect us, and the cultural norms related to
it. Sexual function and dysfunction are closely tied to one's self-esteem, self-respect, and to
relationships with intimate partners. Human Sexuality: Function, Dysfunction, Paraphilias, and
Relationships, explores the interplay of intimacy and sexuality; how it can enhance relationships, and
how it can negatively affect them, or be affected by them. When individuals or partners encounter
sexual problems or dysfunctions it can have a long-lasting affect both biologically and
psychologically. Dr. Rokach explores the causes and the reasons that these dysfunctions are
maintained, and successful treatment methods. Chapters on sexual offenses and paraphilias and
what treatment options are available to sexual offenders are also included. This book is the first
book to place sexuality where it belongs, within the context of relationships demonstrating how
sexuality relates to intimacy by both enhancing and negatively affecting it. - Explains psychological,
biological and sociological theories of sexuality - Addresses sexual dysfunctions according to various
models of sex therapy - Discusses the biological, developmental and sociological theories of sexual
orientation - Explores the specific hormones in male and female sexual behavior



community the politics of human sexuality: Encyclopedia of Community DAVID
LEVINSON, KAREN CHRISTENSEN, 2003-06-30 Click ‘Additional Materials” for downloadable
materials and samples Incredibly, this is the first encyclopedia to focus on community as concept
and experience, so stands alone in its field as the one title any library must buy to cover this topic.
Essential for all readerships.--CHOICEA timely, comprehensive, and very welcome overview of a rich
and rapidly growing field of inquiry.--Robert D. Putnam, Professor at Harvard University and author
of Bowling Alone With every passing minute, it becomes more and more apparent that our world is
one community. The Encyclopedia of Community serves as recognition of this trend and as a needed
resource. The four-volume set not only explains the emerging buzz words of community such as
‘social capital” or ‘civic engagement’ but also tells many stories of community institutions that work,
such as public libraries. --Sarah Ann Long, Past President, (1999-2000) American Library Association
As we yearn to connect with our fellow citizens during these uncertain times, we have a unique
moment to encourage greater participation in our democracy and reinvigorate our communities. The
Encyclopedia of Community provides a timely, diverse array of theories and practices that will help
citizens understand the value of engaging together to make the critical choices that enrich the way
we live, learn, work and govern in our local communities. The Encyclopedia deserves a prime spot in
the libraries, homes, and offices of all communities that want to invest in a brighter future for their
residents and their children.--Nancy Kranich, Past President of the American Library Association,
whose presidential theme was Libraries: The Cornerstone of Democracy (2000-2001) American
politicians often pair the word ‘community” with the word "freedom’ to describe our basic values. Yet,
though used constantly, the word community is defined in widely different and contested ways. Most
people like the idea of community, but some intellectuals worry that it might imply collectivism. The
great value of this new Encyclopedia is that it gives readers a chance to sample the many uses of the
term and gain clarity about the issues at stake. It is a major contribution to a more coherent
understanding of this fundamental idea.--Robert Bellah, Professor of Sociology, Emeritus, University
of California, Berkeley and co-author of Habits of the Heart SAGE Publications is proud to announce
the Encyclopedia of Community, a major reference work that summarizes the many fascinating and
important concepts of a global topic. Community itself is a concept, an experience, and a central
part of being human. Whether the reader is a student, researcher, or professional in the field of
psychology, sociology, or even economics, this three-volume work will provide the necessary
definitions of community beyond traditional views. Arranged in an A-to-Z fashion, the Encyclopedia
can also be viewed topically via a Reader’s Guide. This allows for interdisciplinary compare and
contrast among topics such as types of communities, social capital, technology, urban life, politics
and law, community design, and global studies. Edited by the award-winning team at Berkshire
Reference and assisted by an editorial board of world-renowned scholars, the Encyclopedia of
Community will prove to be one of the most widely used reference works in your collection. Key
Features: * 500 signed articles * 3 volumes * 2000 pages * Reader’s Guide * Master bibliography *
250 sidebars Appendices: * Resource Guides * Master Bibliography * Libraries Build Community *
Libraries and Popular Culture

community the politics of human sexuality: After Christendom Stanley Hauerwas,
2011-07-01 Liberal/conservative and modern/postmodern concepts define contemporary theological
debate. Yet what if these categories are grounded in a set of assumptions about what it means to be
the church in the world, presuming we must live as though God's existence does not matter? What if
our theological discussion distracts us from the fact that the church is no longer able to shape the
desires and habits of Christians? Hauerwas wrestles with these and similar questions constructing a
theological politics necessary for the church to be the church in the world. In so doing, he challenges
liberal notions of justice and freedom.

community the politics of human sexuality: Primary Prevention of Psychopathology , 1977

community the politics of human sexuality: The Hauerwas Reader Stanley Hauerwas,
2001-07-23 A Stanley Hauerwas Reader, including Hauerwas' essays and excerpts from his books
and monographs, intended to provide a comprehensive introduction to his work.




community the politics of human sexuality: Gay Men and the Sexual History of the Political
Left Gert Hekma, Harry Oosterhuis, 1995 Chapter authors are internationally recognized scholars
who analyze key developments of the attitudes and policies of leftist thinkers, parties, and regimes
toward homosexuality in Western Europe, the Soviet Union, and the United States.

community the politics of human sexuality: Socrates' Discursive Democracy Gerald M.
Mara, 1997-01-01 Focusing on the speeches and actions of the Platonic Socrates, this book argues
that Plato's political philosophy is a crucial source for reflection on the hazards and possibilities of
democratic politics.

community the politics of human sexuality: Human Sexuality International Development
Research Centre (Canada), 1990

community the politics of human sexuality: Bisexuality and the Challenge to Lesbian
Politics Paula C Rust, 1995-10 The subject of bisexuality continues to divide the lesbian and gay
community. At pride marches, in films such as Go Fish, at academic conferences, the role and status
of bisexuals is hotly contested. Within lesbian communities, formed to support lesbians in a
patriarchal and heterosexist society, bisexual women are often perceived as a threat or as a political
weakness. Bisexual women feel that they are regarded with suspicion and distrust, if not openly
scorned. Drawing on her research with over 400 bisexual and lesbian women, surveying the
treatment of bisexuality in the lesbian and gay press, and examining the recent growth of a
self-consciously political bisexual movement, Paula Rust addresses a range of questions pertaining to
the political and social relationships between lesbians and bisexual women. By tracing the roots of
the controversy over bisexuality among lesbians back to the early lesbian feminist debates of the
1970s, Rust argues that those debates created the circumstances in which bisexuality became an
inevitable challenge to lesbian politics. She also traces it forward, predicting the future of sexual
politics.

community the politics of human sexuality: Christianity Stephen Hunt, 2017-05-15 For two
millennia Christianity has embraced fairly consistent views of human sexuality. Today, there exist
more varied outlooks on the subject. This volume on Christianity in the The Library of Essays on
Sexuality and Religion series overviews the contrasting Christian perceptions of sexuality. Part 1
includes a number of previously published articles that are theological in nature and present biblical
interpretations of sexuality. Here, several Christian voices are permitted to speak from their varied
perspectives, both conservative and liberal. Part 2 features contributions focusing on the Christian
tradition of celibacy and asceticism. Part 3 surveys scholarly work emphasising the relationship
between sexuality, gender and patriarchy. Part 4 offers academic interpretations of Christian
expressions of sexuality through the mediums of worship, ritual and the sacraments. The final part
peruses contemporary contestations of conventional Christian views. This is undertaken by
presenting articles examining views of gay sexuality, assisted human reproduction and priestly
celibacy.

community the politics of human sexuality: The Cultural Politics of European Prostitution
Reform Greggor Mattson, 2016-01-28 The Cultural Politics of European Prostitution Reform traces
case studies of four European Union countries to reveal the way anxieties over globalization
translates into policies to recognize sex workers in some countries, punish prostitutes' clients in
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