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Wechsler Intelligence Scale Definition Psychology: Understanding a
Cornerstone of Cognitive Assessment

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology serves as a fundamental
concept in the realm of psychological testing and cognitive measurement. If
you've ever wondered how psychologists quantify intelligence in a clinical or
educational setting, the Wechsler Intelligence Scale is frequently at the
heart of that process. This well-known assessment tool has shaped the way
mental abilities are evaluated, interpreted, and understood across diverse
populations.

In this article, we will explore what the Wechsler Intelligence Scale is, its
historical development, structure, and applications in psychology. Along the
way, we’'ll also unpack related terms such as IQ testing, cognitive abilities,
and neuropsychological assessment, providing a rich understanding of this
essential psychological instrument.

What Is the Wechsler Intelligence Scale? A
Clear Definition

At its core, the Wechsler Intelligence Scale is a set of standardized tests
designed to measure human intelligence and cognitive ability. Developed by
psychologist David Wechsler, the scale aims to provide a comprehensive
evaluation of intellectual functioning beyond mere verbal skills. Unlike
earlier intelligence tests that focused predominantly on language and
academic knowledge, the Wechsler scales incorporate both verbal and
performance (non-verbal) tasks, offering a multidimensional profile of an
individual’s cognitive strengths and weaknesses.

In psychology, the Wechsler Intelligence Scale is often referred to simply as
the "Wechsler scale" or by its specific versions, such as the Wechsler Adult
Intelligence Scale (WAIS) or the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children
(WISC). Each version is tailored to the developmental and cognitive needs of
the population it serves, but all share the same basic goal: to yield an
Intelligence Quotient (IQ) score that reflects a person’s intellectual
capacity relative to their age group.

The Historical Evolution of the Wechsler



Intelligence Scale

Understanding the context in which the Wechsler Intelligence Scale emerged
helps clarify its purpose and significance in psychological assessment.

David Wechsler’s Vision

David Wechsler was dissatisfied with the intelligence tests available in the
early 20th century, which often overlooked important aspects of cognitive
functioning. In response, he created the first version of the scale in 1939,
the Wechsler-Bellevue Intelligence Scale, which introduced the concept of a
multi-faceted intelligence test. This innovation moved away from viewing
intelligence as a single, fixed entity to appreciating it as a collection of
related but distinct abilities.

Subsequent Revisions and Modern Versions

Since the original test, the Wechsler scales have undergone several revisions
to improve reliability, validity, and cultural fairness. The WAIS, now in its
fourth edition (WAIS-IV), and the WISC, currently in its fifth edition (WISC-
V), are the most commonly used versions today. These updates reflect advances
in psychological research and changing norms, ensuring the tests remain
relevant and accurate.

Structure and Components: How the Wechsler
Intelligence Scale Works

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale is divided into various subtests, each
targeting specific cognitive domains. Understanding these components provides
insight into how intelligence is assessed in a nuanced and comprehensive way.

Verbal Comprehension

This index measures verbal reasoning, comprehension, and concept formation.
Subtests might include vocabulary, similarities (identifying how things are
alike), and information (general knowledge questions). These tasks assess the
ability to understand and use language effectively.



Perceptual Reasoning

Here, the focus shifts to non-verbal and spatial problem-solving skills.
Tasks often involve block design, matrix reasoning, and visual puzzles. This
part of the scale evaluates how well an individual can interpret and organize
visual information.

Working Memory

Working memory refers to the capacity to temporarily hold and manipulate
information. Subtests in this area may include digit span (repeating numbers
in order or reverse) and arithmetic problems. This index is crucial for tasks
requiring concentration and mental control.

Processing Speed

This component measures how quickly and accurately a person can process
simple or routine information. Tasks such as symbol search or coding are
common. Processing speed is important for everyday functioning and can be
affected by various cognitive or neurological conditions.

Applications of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale
in Psychology

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale is not just an academic tool; it has a wide
range of practical uses in clinical, educational, and research settings.

Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis

Psychologists utilize the Wechsler scales to evaluate cognitive deficits and
strengths in individuals suspected of having intellectual disabilities,
learning disorders, or brain injuries. For example, discrepancies between
verbal and performance scores can indicate specific cognitive impairments,
guiding diagnosis and treatment planning.

Educational Placement and Support

Schools often rely on Wechsler test results to identify children who may
benefit from special education services or gifted programs. Understanding a
student’s unique cognitive profile helps educators tailor instruction to



their needs.

Neuropsychological Evaluation

In neuropsychology, the Wechsler scales help assess the impact of
neurological disorders such as stroke, dementia, or traumatic brain injury.
Changes in IQ scores over time can provide valuable information about disease
progression or recovery.

Interpreting the Results: What Do Wechsler
Scores Tell Us?

While the overall IQ score is often the headline figure, the rich data from
the Wechsler scales offer far more nuanced insight into cognitive function.

IQ Scores and Their Meaning

The Full Scale IQ (FSIQ) is a composite score derived from the various
subtests. An average IQ score is set around 100, with a standard deviation of
15. Scores above or below this range suggest higher or lower than average
intellectual functioning, respectively.

Index Scores and Cognitive Profiles

Each index score (Verbal Comprehension, Perceptual Reasoning, Working Memory,
Processing Speed) provides a window into specific cognitive domains.
Psychologists examine these scores to identify patterns, strengths, and
weaknesses that may not be evident from the total IQ score alone.

Considerations and Limitations

It’s important to remember that intelligence tests, including the Wechsler
scales, measure a limited range of mental abilities and can be influenced by
cultural, educational, and emotional factors. They are tools to be used
alongside other assessments and clinical judgment, rather than definitive
measures of a person’s worth or potential.



Tips for Preparing for a Wechsler Intelligence
Test

If you or someone you know is scheduled to take a Wechsler test,
understanding the process can help reduce anxiety and improve performance.

Get a good night’s sleep: Cognitive tests require focus and mental
stamina.

e Eat a nutritious meal: Avoid testing on an empty stomach to maintain
energy levels.

e Practice relaxation techniques: Staying calm helps with concentration.

e Understand the test format: Familiarity with the types of tasks can ease
uncertainty.

e Communicate with the examiner: If you don’t understand instructions, ask
for clarification.

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale’s Role in
Modern Psychology

More than eight decades after its introduction, the Wechsler Intelligence
Scale remains a cornerstone of psychological assessment. Its balanced
approach to measuring both verbal and non-verbal skills has made it a trusted
instrument worldwide. As research in cognitive science and psychology
advances, the Wechsler scales continue to evolve, incorporating new findings
and adapting to diverse populations.

For students, clinicians, educators, and researchers alike, a solid grasp of
the wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology is invaluable. It
equips professionals with the tools to understand human intelligence in all
its complexity and assists individuals in unlocking their cognitive
potential. Whether used for diagnosis, educational planning, or research, the
Wechsler Intelligence Scale stands as a testament to the enduring quest to
understand the human mind.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Wechsler Intelligence Scale in
psychology?

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale is a standardized test designed to measure
human intelligence and cognitive ability in both children and adults. It
evaluates various cognitive domains through subtests to provide an overall IQ
score.

Who developed the Wechsler Intelligence Scale?

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale was developed by David Wechsler, an American
psychologist, in the 1930s to provide a more comprehensive assessment of
intelligence beyond the existing tests at that time.

What are the main versions of the Wechsler
Intelligence Scale?

The main versions include the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS), the
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (WISC), and the Wechsler Preschool
and Primary Scale of Intelligence (WPPSI), each tailored for different age

groups.

What cognitive abilities does the Wechsler
Intelligence Scale assess?

It assesses a range of cognitive abilities including verbal comprehension,
perceptual reasoning, working memory, and processing speed through various
subtests.

How is the Wechsler Intelligence Scale scored?

Scores from individual subtests are combined to generate composite scores for
different cognitive domains, which are then used to calculate an overall
Intelligence Quotient (IQ) score standardized for age.

Why is the Wechsler Intelligence Scale important in
psychology?

It is important because it provides a reliable and valid measure of
intelligence, aiding in diagnosing cognitive impairments, learning
disabilities, and guiding educational and clinical interventions.

How does the Wechsler Intelligence Scale differ from
other IQ tests?

Unlike some IQ tests that focus primarily on verbal skills, the Wechsler
scales assess both verbal and non-verbal skills, providing a more



comprehensive profile of an individual's cognitive strengths and weaknesses.

Can the Wechsler Intelligence Scale be used for
diagnostic purposes?

Yes, psychologists often use it to help diagnose intellectual disabilities,
giftedness, and cognitive deficits related to brain injuries or developmental
disorders.

What are some criticisms of the Wechsler
Intelligence Scale in psychology?

Criticisms include cultural bias in test items, potential overemphasis on
certain cognitive domains, and the limitation that IQ scores may not fully
capture an individual's intelligence or potential.

Additional Resources
Wechsler Intelligence Scale Definition Psychology: An In-Depth Exploration

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology refers to a widely
recognized and extensively utilized set of standardized tests designed to
measure human intelligence. Developed initially by David Wechsler in the
mid-20th century, this scale has become a cornerstone in clinical,
educational, and research settings for assessing cognitive ability across
various age groups. The Wechsler Intelligence Scale is not merely a test; it
embodies a comprehensive framework that captures the multifaceted nature of
intelligence, integrating verbal and non-verbal components to provide a
nuanced understanding of an individual's intellectual functioning.

Understanding the Wechsler Intelligence Scale
in Psychological Assessment

At its core, the Wechsler Intelligence Scale serves as a psychometric
instrument that quantifies intelligence through a series of subtests. These
subtests collectively evaluate distinct cognitive domains such as verbal
comprehension, working memory, processing speed, and perceptual reasoning.
The multifactorial approach of the Wechsler scales sets it apart from earlier
intelligence tests, which were often unidimensional or overly focused on
verbal ability alone.

The relevance of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale in psychology lies in its
robust theoretical foundation and empirical validation. It aligns with
contemporary theories of intelligence that advocate for a broad, multifaceted
construct. Consequently, it accommodates diverse cognitive strengths and



weaknesses, thereby offering a balanced profile that informs diagnosis,
educational planning, and therapeutic interventions.

Historical Context and Evolution

David Wechsler, a Romanian-American psychologist, introduced the first
version of this scale—the Wechsler-Bellevue Intelligence Scale—in 1939. His
innovation was to include both verbal and performance tasks, thereby
acknowledging that intelligence extends beyond linguistic capabilities. Over
time, the test evolved into several editions and age-specific versions:

e Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS): Targeted at adults aged 16 to
90, with the latest edition being WAIS-IV and WAIS-V in development
stages.

e Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (WISC): Designed for children
between the ages of 6 and 16, currently in its fifth edition (WISC-V).

e Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence (WPPSI): For
children aged 2 years 6 months to 7 years 7 months, with the WPPSI-IV as
the latest revision.

Each adaptation reflects advances in cognitive psychology and psychometric
theory, ensuring that the scale remains relevant and sensitive to
developmental changes.

Key Components and Structure of the Wechsler
Intelligence Scale

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale operates through a battery of subtests that
yield both composite scores and an overall intelligence quotient (IQ). The IQ
score 1is standardized with a mean of 100 and a standard deviation of 15,
facilitating comparisons across populations.

Major Index Scores

The scale is segmented into four or five index scores that represent
different cognitive abilities:

1. Verbal Comprehension Index (VCI): Assesses abilities such as vocabulary,
similarities, and information processing through language-based tasks.



2. Perceptual Reasoning Index (PRI): Measures non-verbal and fluid
reasoning skills, including pattern recognition and spatial reasoning.

3. Working Memory Index (WMI): Focuses on short-term memory and attention
capabilities.

4. Processing Speed Index (PSI): Evaluates the speed and accuracy of visual
identification and decision-making.

In certain editions, a fifth index, the Full Scale IQ (FSIQ), consolidates
the overall intellectual ability.

Subtests and Their Psychological Significance

Each index score is derived from multiple subtests, which are carefully
designed to isolate specific cognitive functions. For example, the Digit Span
subtest within the WMI evaluates auditory attention and working memory, while
the Block Design subtest under PRI examines spatial visualization and
problem-solving skills. The diversity of subtests ensures a comprehensive
cognitive profile useful for identifying strengths and weaknesses.

Applications and Relevance in Psychological
Practice

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale's utility spans various domains, making it an
indispensable tool in both clinical and educational psychology.

Clinical Diagnosis and Neuropsychological Assessment

Clinicians frequently employ the Wechsler scales to diagnose intellectual
disabilities, learning disorders, and cognitive impairments resulting from
brain injuries or neurodegenerative conditions. The nuanced subtest scores
can pinpoint specific cognitive deficits, aiding differential diagnosis and
informing treatment plans.

Educational Placement and Intervention

In educational settings, the scale assists in identifying giftedness or
learning difficulties, guiding individualized educational programs (IEPs).
For instance, discrepancies between verbal and non-verbal scores might
suggest specific learning disabilities such as dyslexia or non-verbal



learning disorder.

Research and Cognitive Development Studies

Researchers utilize the Wechsler Intelligence Scale to explore intelligence
across populations, developmental stages, and cultural contexts. Its
standardized nature allows for comparability and reliability in longitudinal
studies.

Advantages and Limitations of the Wechsler
Intelligence Scale

While the Wechsler Intelligence Scale remains a gold standard in intelligence
testing, it comes with inherent strengths and challenges that practitioners
must consider.

Advantages

e Comprehensive Assessment: The multifaceted approach captures different
cognitive abilities, offering a detailed intellectual profile.

e Normative Data: Extensive normative datasets provide age-appropriate
comparisons, enhancing diagnostic accuracy.

e Adaptability: Versions tailored for different age groups address
developmental differences effectively.

e Strong Psychometric Properties: High reliability and validity have been
established across diverse populations.

Limitations

e Cultural Bias: Some subtests may favor individuals from particular
cultural or linguistic backgrounds, potentially skewing results.

e Administration Time: Full administration can be lengthy, sometimes
leading to fatigue and reduced test validity.

e Interpretation Complexity: Requires skilled professionals to accurately



interpret nuanced results and avoid misdiagnosis.

e Static Measurement: Intelligence is dynamic, but the scale offers a
snapshot rather than capturing longitudinal change.

Acknowledging these pros and cons encourages responsible use and continuous
development of the scale.

Comparative Perspectives: Wechsler Scales
Versus Other Intelligence Tests

In the landscape of intelligence testing, the Wechsler Intelligence Scale
competes with other instruments such as the Stanford-Binet Intelligence
Scales, the Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children (KABC), and Raven’s
Progressive Matrices. Each offers unique features:

e Stanford-Binet: Known for its emphasis on fluid reasoning and early
childhood assessment; however, it is often more time-consuming.

e Kaufman Assessment Battery: Focuses on processing and problem-solving,
with a strong cultural fairness component.

e Raven’s Progressive Matrices: A nonverbal test emphasizing abstract
reasoning, often considered less biased culturally.

Despite alternatives, the Wechsler scales remain favored for their balance
between verbal and non-verbal tasks and their comprehensive normative data.

Future Directions in Wechsler Intelligence
Assessment

In light of evolving cognitive theories and technological advancements,
future iterations of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale are anticipated to
integrate digital administration, adaptive testing algorithms, and enhanced
cultural sensitivity. These innovations aim to streamline administration,
reduce bias, and capture a more dynamic picture of intelligence.

The ongoing refinement signals the enduring significance of the Wechsler
intelligence scale definition psychology embodies—a rigorous, multifaceted,
and adaptive approach to understanding human intellect.
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wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Handbook of Research Methods in
Abnormal and Clinical Psychology Dean McKay, 2008 The Handbook of Research Methods in
Abnormal and Clinical Psychology presents a diverse range of areas critical to any researcher or
student entering the field. It provides valuable information on the foundations of research methods,
including validity in experimental design, ethics, and statistical methods. The contributors discuss
design and instrumentation for methods that are particular to abnormal and clinical psychology,
including behavioral assessment, psychophysiological assessment and observational methods. They
also offer details on new advances in research methodology and analysis, such as meta-analysis,
taxometric methods, item response theory, and approaches to determining clinical significance. In
addition, this volume covers specialty topics within abnormal and clinical psychology from forensic
psychology to behavior genetics to treatment outcome methods.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Clinical Neuropsychology William B. Barr, Linas A. Bieliauskas, 2024 While its origins date back to
the 19th Century, the field of clinical neuropsychology has existed as a distinct discipline for less
than 60 years. The Oxford Handbook of the History of Neuropsychology tells this story of how
neuropsychology has evolved to its present state and where is it going. This comprehensive volume
begins with chapters reviewing the history of neuropsychology's approaches to disorders of
attention, language, memory, and other conditions. Other chapters focus on the origins of
neuropsychology's methods including neuropsychological testing, brain imaging, and studies of
laterality including the Wada test. While this volume has a number of chapters covering regional
developments in clinical neuropsychology as a profession in the United States, it is one of the first
volumes to provide additional chapters on development of neuropsychology across different
countries. This Handbook gathers the work of experts in the field to provide extensive coverage of
the origins of neuropsychology's methods and its approach to various clinical conditions across the
globe.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: The Dictionary of Psychology Raymond
J. Corsini, 2002 With more than three times as many defined entries, biographies, illustrations, and
appendices than any other dictionary of psychology ever printed in the English language, Raymond
Corsini's Dictionary of Psychology is indeed a landmark resource. The most comprehensive,
up-to-date reference of its kind, the Dictionary also maintains a user-friendliness throughout. This
combination ensures that it will serve as the definitive work for years to come. With a clear and
functional design, and highly readable style, the Dictionary offers over 30,000 entries (including
interdisciplinary terms and contemporary slang), more than 125 illustrations, as well as extensive
cross-referencing of entries. Ten supportive appendices, such as the Greek Alphabet, Medical
Prescription Terms, and biographies of more than 1,000 deceased contributors to psychology,
further augment the Dictionary's usefulness. Over 100 psychologists as well as numerous physicians
participated as consulting editors, and a dozen specialist consulting editors reviewed the material.
Dr. Alan Auerbach, the American Psychological Association's de facto dictionary expert, served as
the senior consulting editor. As a final check for comprehensiveness and accuracy, independent
review editors were employed to re-examine, re-review, and re-approve every entry.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Comprehensive Handbook of
Psychological Assessment, Volume 1 Gerald Goldstein, Sue R. Beers, 2004-04-02 In one volume,


http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-089/Book?ID=jWH40-0675&title=wechsler-intelligence-scale-definition-psychology.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-037/pdf?docid=Ynm14-8844&title=breaking-beth-moore-bible-study.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-037/pdf?docid=Ynm14-8844&title=breaking-beth-moore-bible-study.pdf

the leading researchers in intelligence and neuropsychological assessment interpret the range of
issues related to intellectual and neuropsychological tests, including test development and
psychometrics, clinical applications, ethical and legal concerns, use with diverse populations,
computerization, and the latest research. Clinicians and researchers who use these instruments will
find this volume invaluable, as it contains the most comprehensive and up-to-date information
available on this important aspect of practice.
wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Elsevier's Dictionary of Psychological
Theories ]J.E. Roeckelein, 2006-01-19 In attempting to understand and explain various behaviour,
events, and phenomena in their field, psychologists have developed and enunciated an enormous
number of 'best guesses' or theories concerning the phenomenon in question. Such theories involve
speculations and statements that range on a potency continuum from 'strong' to 'weak'. The term
theory, itself, has been conceived of in various ways in the psychological literature. In the present
dictionary, the strategy of lumping together all the various traditional descriptive labels regarding
psychologists 'best guesses' under the single descriptive term theory has been adopted. The
descriptive labels of principle, law, theory, model, paradigm, effect, hypothesis and doctrine are
attached to many of the entries, and all such descriptive labels are subsumed under the umbrella
term theory.The title of this dictionary emphasizes the term theory (implying both strong and weak
best guesses) and is a way of indication, overall, the contents of this comprehensive dictionary in a
parsimonious and felicitous fashion.The dictionary will contain approximately 2,000 terms covering
the origination, development, and evolution of various psychological concepts, as well as the
historical definition, analysis, and criticisms of psychological concepts. Terms and definitions are in
English.*Contains over 2,000 terms covering the origination, development and evolution of various
psychological concepts*Covers a wide span of theories, from auditory, cognitive tactile and visual to
humor and imagery*An essential resource for psychologists needing a single-source quick reference
wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Simply Psychology Michael W. Eysenck,
2012-12-06 This textbook provides a comprehensive account of psychology for all those with little or
no previous knowledge of the subject. It covers the main areas of psychology, including social
psychology, developmental psychology, cognitive psychology, personality, intelligence, and
biological psychology.; Each chapter contains definitions of key terms, together with several
multiple-choice questions and answers, and semi- structured essay questions. In addition, every
chapter contains a Personal Viewpoint section, which encourages the reader to compare his or her
views on psychology with the relevant findings of psychologists. The last chapter is devoted to study
skills, and provides numerous practical hints for readers who want to study more effectively.
wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Dictionary of Biological Psychology Philip
Winn, 2003-09-02 Biological Psychology is the study of psychological processes in terms of biological
functions. A major obstacle to understanding dialogue in the field has always been its terminology
which is drawn from a variety of non-psychological sources such as clinical medicine, psychiatry and
neuroscience, as well as specialist areas of psychology such as ethology, learning theory and
psychophysics. For the first time, a distinguished international team of contributors has now drawn
these terms together and defined them both in terms of their physical properties and their
behavioural significance. The Dictionary of Biological Psychology will prove an invaluable source of
reference for undergraduates in psychology wrestling with the fundamentals of brain physiology,
anatomy and chemistry, as well as researchers and practitioners in the neurosciences, psychiatry
and the professions allied to medicine. It is an essential resource both for teaching and for
independent study, reliable for fact-checking and a solid starting point for wider exploration.
wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Encyclopedia of Applied Psychology
Charles Spielberger, 2004-09-02 Encompasses topics including aging (geropsychology), assessment,
clinical, cognitive, community, counseling, educational, environmental, family,
industrial/organizational, health, school, sports, and transportation psychology. Each entry provides
a clear definition, a brief review of the theoretical basis, and emphasizes major areas of application.
wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Ellis' Handbook of Mental Deficiency,



Psychological Theory and Research William E. MacLean Jr., 2012-12-06 In the 16 years since the
publication of the second edition of this volume, psychological theory and research in mental
retardation has continued to expand and extend scientific, theoretical, and clinical understanding of
this most complex and challenging human condition. Explicit effort has been made to translate
theory and research into useful and efficacious assessment, intervention, prevention, and policy
actions. This third edition provides an opportunity to critique major conceptual developments and
empirical research in an effort to stimulate further behavioral research of practical, social
importance. The Handbook presents work by prominent contributors to a major scientific endeavor
that has grown dramatically during the last three decades. The challenge for each author was to
identify important theoretical and empirical issues, provide a critical, selective review of exemplary
research, and discuss the questions that remain unanswered in each area. In short, the goal for this
third edition was to consolidate the knowledge gained during the past 30 years and to present a
blueprint for future research in mental retardation, the broader field of learning disabilities, and
other developmental disorders such as autism. Providing totally different coverage and direction
from the previous edition, this text fills a crucial instructional need in graduate courses related to
the psychology of mental retardation. With its emphasis on psychological research and theory, it
offers an important alternative to many available texts that primarily emphasize the application of
research.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Handbook of Psychology, Assessment
Psychology Irving B. Weiner, John R. Graham, Jack A. Naglieri, 2012-10-16 Psychology is of interest
to academics from many fields, as well as to the thousands of academic and clinical psychologists
and general public who can't help but be interested in learning more about why humans think and
behave as they do. This award-winning twelve-volume reference covers every aspect of the
ever-fascinating discipline of psychology and represents the most current knowledge in the field.
This ten-year revision now covers discoveries based in neuroscience, clinical psychology's new
interest in evidence-based practice and mindfulness, and new findings in social, developmental, and
forensic psychology.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: The Corsini Encyclopedia of Psychology,
Volume 4 Irving B. Weiner, W. Edward Craighead, 2010-01-19 Psychologists, researchers, teachers,
and students need complete and comprehensive information in the fields of psychology and
behavioral science. The Corsini Encyclopedia of Psychology, Volume Four has been the reference of
choice for almost three decades. This indispensable resource is updated and expanded to include
much new material. It uniquely and effectively blends psychology and behavioral science. The
Fourth Edition features over 1,200 entries; complete coverage of DSM disorders; and a bibliography
of over 10,000 citations. Readers will benefit from up-to-date and authoritative coverage of every
major area of psychology.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: WISC-III Clinical Use and Interpretation
Aurelio Prifitera, Donald H. Saklofske, 1998-01-09 The WISC-III is the most frequently used IQ
assessment technique in the United States. This book discusses the clinical use of the WISC-III with
respect to specific clinical populations, and covers research findings on the validity and reliability of
the test. It also includes standardization data from the Psychological Corporation. Many of the
contributors participated in the development of the WISC-III and are in a unique position to discuss
the clinical uses of this measure. The book describes the WISC-III from scientist-practitioner
perspectives. It provides methods to aid in understanding and interpreting the WISC-III results for
various groups of exceptional children. The book also presents detailed descriptions of behavior and
achievement as well as recommendations for test interpreting standards.WISC-III Clinical Use and
Interpretation has immediate and practical relevance to professionals who administer, interpret, or
use the results of the WISC-III. The solid writing by leading experts makes the contents of this book
an essential reference for WISC-III users. - Leading experts discuss the clinical use of the WISC-III -
Thorough coverage of the literature with many new findings - Covers wide range of exceptionalities
from AD/HD to learning disabilities - Direct relevance to practitioners, researchers, and trainers




wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Understanding Psychological Assessment
William 1. Dorfman, Michel Hersen, 2013-11-11 Introductory texts on psychological testing and
evaluation historically are not in short supply. Typically, however, such texts have been relatively
superficial in their discussion of clinical material and have focused primarily on the theoretical and
psychometric properties of indi vidual tests. More practical, clinically relevant presentations of
psychological instruments have been confined to individual volumes with advanced and often very
technical information geared to the more sophisticated user. Professors in introductory graduate
courses are often forced to adopt several advanced texts to cover the material, at the same time
helping students wade through unnecessary technical information in order to provide a basic
working knowl edge of each test. Understanding Psychological Assessment is an attempt to address
these concerns. It brings together into a single volume a broad sampling of the most respected
instruments in the psychologist's armamentarium along with promising new tests of cognitive,
vocational, and personality functioning. Additionally, it presents the most updated versions of these
tests, all in a practical, clearly written format that covers the development, psychometrics,
administra tive considerations, and interpretive hypotheses for each instrument. Clinical case
studies allow the reader to apply the interpretive guidelines to real clinical data, thereby reinforcing
basic understanding of the instrument and helping to insure that both the student and practi tioner
can actually begin to use the test. Understanding Psychological Assessment includes cognitive and
personality tests for adults, children, and adolescents, as well as chapters on the theory of
psychological measurement and integrated report writing.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: The Cambridge Handbook of Intelligence
Robert J. Sternberg, Scott Barry Kaufman, 2011-05-30 This volume provides the most comprehensive
and up-to-date compendium of theory and research in the field of human intelligence. Each of the 42
chapters is written by world-renowned experts in their respective fields, and collectively, they cover
the full range of topics of contemporary interest in the study of intelligence. The handbook is divided
into nine parts: Part I covers intelligence and its measurement; Part II deals with the development of
intelligence; Part III discusses intelligence and group differences; Part IV concerns the biology of
intelligence; Part V is about intelligence and information processing; Part VI discusses different
kinds of intelligence; Part VII covers intelligence and society; Part VIII concerns intelligence in
relation to allied constructs; and Part IX is the concluding chapter, which reflects on where the field
is currently and where it still needs to go.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Introduction to Clinical Psychology
Douglas A. Bernstein, Bethany A. Teachman, Bunmi O. Olatunji, Scott O. Lilienfeld, 2020-10-29
Resource added for the Psychology (includes Sociology) 108091 courses.

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: WISC-IV Clinical Use and
Interpretation Aurelio Prifitera, Donald H. Saklofske, Lawrence G. Weiss, 2011-10-11 WISC-IV
Clinical Use and Interpretation provides comprehensive information on using and interpreting the
WISC-IV for clinical assessment and diagnosis. With chapters authored by recognized experts in
intelligence research, test development, and assessment, this will be a valuable resource to anyone
using the WISC-IV in practice. This information is available nowhere else and is a unique opportunity
to understand the WISC-IV from the perspective of those who know it best. Most relevant to
practitioners is the applied focus and interpretation of the WISC-IV in psychological and
psychoeducational assessment.Divided into two sections, Section I discusses general advances in the
assessment of children's intelligence, and how the WISC-IV differs from the WISC-III. Also discussed
are the clinical considerations of this test, including the meaning of the FSIQ and four Index scores
and how the WISC-IV relates to other assessment measures, including the WISC-IV Integrated.
Section II discusses the use of WISC-IV with exceptional children, including those with learning
disabilities, giftedness, mental retardation, hearing impairment, ADHD, neuropsychological injury,
and/or cultural and ethnic differences.* Written by leading experts* Provides a comprehensive
description of the WISC-IV from research to clinical practice* Discusses WISC-IV use with
exceptional children including LD, AD/HD, Gifted, Mental Retardation, Language Disabilities,



Hearing Impaired, Head/Brain Injury, and Cultural and Ethnically Different Children* Outlines
integrated models of assessment of assessment that include the WISC-IV* Provides case studies
illustrating WISC-IV clinical use* Contains additional validity data on WISC-IV not available
elsewhere* Practical and directly relevant to practitioners who use the WISC-IV

wechsler intelligence scale definition psychology: Psychological Assessment and Testing
John Spores, 2022-06-08 Expanding upon and updating the first edition, this comprehensive guide
instructs readers on how to effectively conduct psychological assessment and testing in their
practice, efficiently advancing a case from the initial referral and clinical interview, through the
testing process, and leading to informed diagnosis and treatment recommendations. This second
edition incorporates updated editions of all major tests, pertinent revisions from the DSM-5, more
in-depth analysis of testing topics, and coverage of new constructs that are the targets of
psychological testing relevant to outpatient mental health practice. Readers will learn about the
fundamentals of assessment, testing, and psychological measurement, the complete process of
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successfully conduct psychological assessment and testing within the contemporary mental health
field.
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