the shins new slang chords

The Shins New Slang Chords: A Guide to Playing an Indie Classic

the shins new slang chords have become a staple for guitarists and indie music
enthusiasts alike. Whether you're a beginner eager to learn your first indie rock tune or an
experienced player looking to add a beloved song to your repertoire, understanding how
to play "New Slang" by The Shins is both rewarding and enjoyable. This iconic track
combines simple yet effective chord progressions with a soothing melody that captures the
essence of early 2000s indie music. In this article, we’ll explore the chords, techniques,
and tips to help you master the song while diving into what makes it so special.

Understanding The Shins New Slang Chords

At its core, "New Slang" employs a straightforward chord progression that makes it
accessible to a wide range of players. The song’s gentle vibe relies heavily on open chords
and a relaxed strumming pattern which is part of its charm. Learning the chords not only
helps you play the song but also gives insight into the songwriting style of James Mercer,
the lead singer and guitarist of The Shins.

Basic Chords Used in New Slang

The primary chords you’ll need to play "New Slang" include:

- C major (C)
- G major (G)
- A minor (Am)
- F major (F)

These chords are staples in many guitarists’ arsenals and are relatively easy to transition
between once you get the hang of finger positioning. The song’s progression revolves

around these chords, creating a melancholic yet hopeful sound that resonates deeply with
listeners.

Chord Progression Breakdown

The verse and chorus sections follow a recurring progression that helps set the song’s
mood:

-Fortheverse:C-G-Am-F
- For the chorus: F-G -C - Am

Playing these progressions slowly and cleanly allows the melody to shine through. The



transitions between chords are smooth, which is why practicing chord changes at a
comfortable tempo is crucial before speeding up.

Strumming Patterns and Picking Techniques

While the chords are straightforward, the song’s feel is often enhanced by the strumming
or picking style you choose. The Shins’ version of "New Slang" features a delicate picking
pattern that adds texture and depth.

Fingerpicking the Chords

If you want to replicate the original vibe, fingerpicking is the way to go. Try this simple
pattern:

- Use your thumb to play the bass note (root of the chord).
- Follow with your index, middle, and ring fingers to pick the higher strings in sequence.

This arpeggiated style gives the song its characteristic softness. Start slow, ensuring each
note rings clearly without overlapping excessively. Over time, you can add subtle
variations to mimic the nuances heard in the studio recording.

Alternative Strumming Pattern

For those who prefer strumming, a gentle down-down-up-up-down-up pattern works well.
The key is to keep the dynamics light and avoid heavy strumming to maintain the song’s
intimate feel.

Tips for Mastering The Shins New Slang Chords

Learning the chords and strumming patterns is just the beginning. To truly capture the
essence of "New Slang," consider these tips:

e Focus on timing: The song’s tempo is moderate, but timing your chord changes
precisely helps keep the flow natural.

e Use a capo: The original recording places a capo on the 3rd fret to match James
Mercer’s vocal range and tonal quality. Using a capo can make chord shapes easier
and sound more authentic.

e Practice chord transitions: Smooth transitions between C, G, Am, and F chords
are crucial. Practice switching chords slowly before increasing speed.



e Listen closely: Pay attention to the subtle dynamics and variations in the recording.
Emulating these details adds depth to your performance.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Even though "New Slang" is accessible, some players might encounter difficulties,
especially beginners.

Handling the F Major Chord

The F chord is notorious for challenging many guitarists due to the barre technique it
often requires. If barre chords are tricky, try the simplified version:

- Play the F major chord as an Fmaj7 (xx3210) which omits the barre but still sounds close
enough for this song.

This version is easier and fits well within the song’s gentle tone.

Maintaining the Song’s Mood

It’s easy to rush through the chord changes or strum too aggressively, which can change
the song’s vibe entirely. To maintain the mood, keep your attack soft, and let the chords
breathe. Using dynamics effectively can transform a simple chord progression into an
emotional performance.

Why The Shins New Slang Chords Are Popular
Among Guitarists

"New Slang" has a timeless quality that resonates with both listeners and musicians. The
song’s straightforward chord structure combined with its emotional depth makes it a
favorite for those learning indie or alternative guitar styles. Additionally, the chords
themselves provide a great foundation for understanding common progressions used in
indie music.

Learning "New Slang" also opens the door to exploring more of The Shins’ catalog, which
often features similarly accessible yet musically rich compositions. For many, this song
serves as a gateway to developing a unique fingerpicking style and deepening their
appreciation for lyrical songwriting.



Incorporating New Slang Chords Into Your Playing

Once comfortable with the chords and progression, you can experiment by:

¢ Adding hammer-ons and pull-offs within the chord shapes to add embellishments.
e Altering the picking pattern to create variations in rhythm.

e Combining the chord progression with vocal practice to perform the full song.

These approaches help personalize the song and make your rendition stand out.

Final Thoughts on Playing The Shins New Slang
Chords

Mastering the shins new slang chords is more than just nailing a few basic shapes; it’s
about capturing the spirit of a song that has touched many hearts. Whether you’re playing
for yourself, friends, or an audience, this piece offers a beautiful way to connect through
music. With patience and practice, the chords will become second nature, allowing you to
focus on expression and musicality.

So grab your guitar, place a capo on the 3rd fret if you like, and start exploring the gentle

world of The Shins’ "New Slang." It’s a journey well worth taking for any guitarist
passionate about indie music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the chords for 'New Slang' by The Shins?
The main chords for 'New Slang' by The Shins are G, C, Em, and D.

Is 'New Slang' by The Shins easy to play on guitar?

Yes, 'New Slang' uses basic open chords that are suitable for beginners.

What chord progression is used in the verse of 'New
Slang'?

The verse chord progression is G- C - Em - D.



Are there any capo recommendations for playing '‘New
Slang'?

Placing a capo on the 3rd fret is common to match the original key of the song.

Can I play 'New Slang' by The Shins with just open
chords?

Yes, the song primarily uses open chords like G, C, Em, and D, making it accessible with
open chords.

Where can I find accurate chord tabs for '‘New Slang'?

Accurate chord tabs can be found on websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official
sheet music sources.

What strumming pattern works best for 'New Slang'?

A gentle down-down-up-up-down-up strumming pattern suits the mellow vibe of 'New
Slang.'

Are there any fingerpicking patterns recommended for
‘New Slang'?

Yes, many players use a simple fingerpicking pattern alternating bass notes with higher
strings to capture the song's delicate feel.

Does 'New Slang' use any barre chords?

No, 'New Slang' primarily uses open chords and does not require barre chords.

Can I transpose 'New Slang' chords to a different key?

Yes, you can use a capo or transpose chords manually to suit your vocal range.

Additional Resources
The Shins New Slang Chords: A Detailed Exploration of the Iconic Indie Tune

the shins new slang chords have captured the attention of guitarists and indie music
enthusiasts alike since the song’s release. This track, emblematic of early 2000s indie
rock, is notable not only for its lyrical depth and melodic structure but also for its
relatively approachable chord progression. Understanding the nuances of these chords
provides insight into why "New Slang" remains a favorite among musicians and listeners,
serving as both a challenge and a joy to play.



In-depth Analysis of The Shins New Slang Chords

"New Slang," released by The Shins in 2001 as part of their debut album *Oh, Inverted
World¥*, is often praised for its understated musicality paired with evocative lyrics. The
chords used in the song contribute significantly to its melancholic yet hopeful atmosphere.
Unlike complex jazz or progressive rock compositions, the song’s chord progression is
accessible, making it an ideal piece for intermediate guitarists aiming to expand their
repertoire.

At its core, the song is structured around a simple pattern of open chords combined with a
few barre chords, forming a progression that is both melodically pleasing and
harmonically rich. The primary chords used include C major, E minor, F major, G major,
and A minor. This collection creates an interplay between major and minor tonalities,
underpinning the song’s introspective mood.

Chord Progression and Its Impact

The song opens with a gentle arpeggiated pattern based on the C major chord,
immediately establishing a warm, inviting sound. The progression then moves to E minor,
which introduces a subtle somber tone without detracting from the overall uplifting feel.
The inclusion of F major and G major further diversifies the harmonic texture, offering a
balance between tension and resolution.

The sequence often follows a pattern similar to:
1. C major
2. E minor
3. F major

4. G major

This cyclical movement between these chords is punctuated by the use of A minor, which
injects a moment of vulnerability and emotional depth into the progression. The chord
changes are timed with the vocal phrasing, creating a seamless fusion between the lyrics
and instrumentation.

Fingerstyle Technique and Chord Voicing

Beyond the chord shapes themselves, the way these chords are voiced and played
contributes to the unique sound of "New Slang." James Mercer, the band’s frontman and
guitarist, frequently employs fingerpicking rather than strumming, which adds a delicate,
textured layer to the music. The fingerstyle approach allows individual notes within the
chords to ring out clearly, enhancing the song’s introspective quality.



When learning the song, players often notice the importance of soft dynamics and precise
finger placement to replicate the original tone. This subtlety in playing style elevates the

relatively straightforward chord progression into an expressive and emotionally resonant
performance.

Comparisons with Other Indie Rock Chord
Progressions

In the landscape of early 2000s indie rock, chord progressions tended to either lean
towards minimalism or embrace more experimental structures. "New Slang" falls into the
former category, distinguished by its simplicity and emotional honesty. Comparatively,
bands like Death Cab for Cutie or Iron & Wine often use more complex fingerpicking
patterns but similar chord palettes.

The accessibility of the shins new slang chords makes the song a gateway for many
guitarists transitioning from beginner to intermediate levels. Unlike some indie tracks that
feature intricate time signatures or unusual tunings, "New Slang" can be played in
standard tuning with conventional chord shapes, making it a practical choice for cover
performances or casual playing.

Pros and Cons of Playing New Slang Chords

e Pros: The chords are relatively simple and familiar, suitable for guitarists seeking to
improve fingerstyle technique. The song’s tempo and dynamics encourage expressive
playing, which can help develop musical sensitivity.

e Cons: While the chords themselves are not technically challenging, the fingerpicking
pattern requires practice to master the song’s rhythmic nuances. Additionally, the
subtle transitions between chords demand careful attention to timing and tone
control.

Learning Resources and Tips for Mastering New
Slang Chords

For those interested in mastering the shins new slang chords, numerous resources are
available online, including video tutorials, tab sheets, and chord charts. Many educators
emphasize the importance of starting slow, focusing on the fingerpicking pattern before
attempting to match the song’s tempo.

Practicing with a metronome can aid in developing consistent timing, especially given the
song’s gentle rhythmic flow. Additionally, experimenting with different chord voicings and



slight variations in finger placement can help players capture the song’s distinctive tonal
character.

Alternative Tunings and Interpretations

While the original recording is played in standard tuning, some artists explore alternative
tunings to create new renditions of "New Slang." Open tunings, such as Open C or Open
G, can offer richer resonance and facilitate different fingerpicking patterns. These
variations provide fresh perspectives on the song’s harmonic structure, appealing to
guitarists looking to personalize their covers.

Moreover, adapting the chord progression to piano or other stringed instruments like the
ukulele is common, demonstrating the versatility of the composition across musical
platforms.

The continuing popularity of the shins new slang chords among musicians of varying skill
levels speaks to the song’s timeless appeal. Its balance of simplicity and emotional depth
offers a rewarding experience for players and listeners alike, ensuring its place as a staple
in the indie music canon.
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