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Everyday Use by Alice Walker Sparknotes: A Deep Dive into Heritage and Identity

everyday use by alice walker sparknotes is a phrase that often leads readers and students alike
into exploring the rich layers of meaning embedded in this short story. Alice Walker's "Everyday Use"
is more than just a tale about family dynamics—it's a thoughtful examination of cultural heritage,
identity, and the complexities of how we value our roots. If you’re looking for a comprehensive
understanding of the story, its themes, characters, and symbolism, then a SparkNotes-style
breakdown can be invaluable. Let’s embark on an engaging exploration of this classic work,
unpacking its nuances and shedding light on why it remains a staple in literary studies.

Understanding the Plot of Everyday Use by Alice
Walker

At its core, "Everyday Use" revolves around a visit from Dee, the eldest daughter, back to her rural
family home. The story is narrated by Mama, a hardworking African American woman, who lives with
her younger daughter Maggie. Dee arrives with a new sense of self, influenced by the Black Power
movement and a desire to reclaim her African heritage. However, her approach to heritage clashes
with Mama and Maggie’s more grounded, practical connection to their family history.

The narrative tension primarily centers on Dee’s request for family heirlooms, particularly handcrafted
quilts made by her ancestors. Mama’s reflections and decisions about this request reveal the deeper
themes of authenticity and the meaning of heritage in everyday life.

Key Characters and Their Roles

- **Mama (the narrator):** A strong, pragmatic woman who values tradition and practicality.
- **Maggie:** Mama's shy, scarred younger daughter who understands the quilts’ sentimental worth.
- **Dee (Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo):** The older daughter, who has embraced a new identity
connected to African culture, sometimes superficially.

Each character embodies different attitudes toward cultural heritage, making their interactions a rich
ground for analysis.

Themes Explored in Everyday Use by Alice Walker
Sparknotes

When you dive into everyday use by alice walker sparknotes, you’ll quickly notice that the story is a
treasure trove of themes. These themes not only provide layers of meaning but also resonate with
readers across generations.



Heritage and Identity

One of the most prominent themes is the idea of heritage—what it means to different people and how
it should be preserved or appreciated. Dee’s approach represents a more symbolic or aesthetic
appreciation of heritage, whereas Mama and Maggie embody a lived experience of history. For them,
heritage is not an abstract concept but something woven into their daily lives, represented by the
quilts that tell the story of their ancestors.

Tradition vs. Change

The story highlights the tension between tradition and change. Dee’s rejection of her birth name for
an African one and her desire to take the quilts as artifacts symbolize her break from the past, while
Mama and Maggie’s connection to the quilts reflects continuity and respect for their lineage.

Practicality and Symbolism

Alice Walker cleverly contrasts the practical use of cultural objects with their symbolic value. The
quilts, for example, are not just heirlooms meant to be preserved in a display case; they are
functional items that carry memories and stories. This distinction raises questions about how culture
should be honored—is it through preservation or everyday use?

Symbolism and Literary Devices in Everyday Use

Exploring everyday use by alice walker sparknotes involves delving into the symbolism that enriches
the story’s meaning. Alice Walker’s use of symbolism is subtle yet powerful, enhancing the emotional
and thematic depth.

The Quilts

The quilts are the central symbol in the story. Made from scraps of clothing worn by ancestors, they
represent continuity, family history, and the everyday lives of African Americans. Mama’s decision to
give the quilts to Maggie rather than Dee underscores the theme that heritage is a living practice
rather than a museum piece.

Names and Identity

Dee’s name change to Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo is a symbolic act of reclaiming African roots.
However, the story questions the authenticity of this transformation, suggesting that identity is more
complex than outward changes.



Fire and Scars

Maggie’s physical scars from a house fire symbolize both past trauma and resilience. These marks
connect her to the family’s history in a tangible way, reinforcing her deep connection to her heritage.

Why Everyday Use by Alice Walker Sparknotes is
Essential for Students

For students encountering "Everyday Use" for the first time, SparkNotes can be an excellent resource
to clarify complex themes and provide context. The story’s exploration of African American culture,
history, and identity invites rich discussion and critical thinking.

Tips for Analyzing the Story

- **Focus on Narration:** Pay attention to Mama’s voice. Her perspective shapes how the story
unfolds and how readers interpret the other characters.
- **Compare Characters:** Contrast Dee’s and Maggie’s approaches to heritage to understand the
story’s central conflict.
- **Look for Symbolism:** Identify key symbols like the quilts and names to deepen your analysis.
- **Consider Historical Context:** Understanding the Black Power movement of the 1960s and 70s
enriches the reading experience.

Connecting Everyday Use to Broader Cultural
Conversations

Alice Walker’s story continues to spark conversations about cultural appropriation, authenticity, and
the evolving meaning of heritage. Dee’s character can be seen as a representation of the tensions
within the African American community during a time of cultural awakening. Meanwhile, Mama and
Maggie’s grounded sense of identity challenges readers to consider how traditions are maintained in
everyday life.

This story also invites reflection on how we, as individuals, honor our own histories—whether through
objects, stories, or daily practices. It’s a reminder that heritage is not static but lived and experienced
continually.

Exploring everyday use by alice walker sparknotes offers more than just plot summaries—it opens
doors to understanding complex cultural dynamics and appreciating the richness of African American
literature. Whether you are a student, teacher, or simply a curious reader, diving into this story with
attention to its themes and symbols can be a rewarding experience that resonates far beyond the
classroom.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Everyday Use' by Alice Walker
according to SparkNotes?
The main theme of 'Everyday Use' is the conflict between different perspectives on cultural heritage
and identity. It contrasts the practical, lived experience of heritage represented by Mama and Maggie
with the more academic, idealized view represented by Dee.

Who are the central characters in 'Everyday Use' as described
in SparkNotes?
The central characters are Mama, the narrator; Maggie, Mama's shy and scarred younger daughter;
and Dee, the older, more confident daughter who has changed her name to Wangero Leewanika
Kemanjo.

How does SparkNotes interpret Dee’s character in 'Everyday
Use'?
SparkNotes interprets Dee as someone who seeks to reclaim her African heritage but does so
superficially and somewhat selfishly, focusing on aesthetic appreciation rather than understanding
the deeper significance of her family's traditions.

What role do the quilts play in the story according to
SparkNotes?
The quilts symbolize family heritage and the practical, everyday use of cultural artifacts. They
represent the connection between past and present, and the differing attitudes toward heritage held
by Dee and Mama/Maggie.

How does Mama’s narrative perspective shape the story in
'Everyday Use' as noted by SparkNotes?
Mama’s first-person narrative provides an intimate and honest viewpoint, highlighting her values and
struggles. Her perspective emphasizes the importance of practicality and lived experience over
superficial appreciation of heritage.

Additional Resources
Everyday Use by Alice Walker Sparknotes: An In-Depth Exploration

everyday use by alice walker sparknotes serves as a crucial resource for students, educators,
and literary enthusiasts aiming to grasp the nuanced themes and character dynamics within Alice
Walker’s acclaimed short story. This story, first published in 1973, delves into the complex interplay
between heritage, identity, and the evolving African American cultural consciousness. Sparknotes



provides a structured summary and analysis that simplifies the narrative’s intricacies without diluting
its profound social commentary. Examining the story through such a lens enriches readers’
comprehension of Walker’s critique on cultural preservation versus modern reinterpretation.

Understanding the Core Narrative

At its heart, “Everyday Use” unfolds through the perspective of Mama, an African American woman
living in the rural South. The story centers on the return of her daughter Dee, who has adopted a new
African name, “Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo,” and a radicalized cultural identity. Dee’s visit ignites a
conflict between her and Mama’s other daughter, Maggie, about the significance and rightful
ownership of family heirlooms—particularly handmade quilts. These quilts symbolize the heritage that
Dee wishes to reclaim as an aesthetic and political statement, whereas Mama and Maggie view them
as functional, living pieces of their family history.

The Sparknotes summary efficiently outlines this tension, highlighting the contrast between Dee’s
externalized cultural pride and Mama’s grounded, practical appreciation of their ancestry. It
underscores Walker’s exploration of how African American identity in the 1970s was subject to
varying interpretations, often leading to generational and ideological clashes.

Character Analysis and Thematic Depth

Mama: The Unpretentious Narrator

Mama’s narration is pivotal in “Everyday Use.” Through Sparknotes, readers discover her
straightforward, unpolished voice that provides authenticity and emotional depth. Mama represents a
generation that values heritage as lived experience rather than symbolic display. Her self-description
as a “large, big-boned woman with rough, man-working hands” immediately sets the tone for her
grounded worldview. Sparknotes highlights how Mama’s practical approach to heritage challenges
Dee’s more performative stance, emphasizing lived culture over aesthetic appreciation.

Dee/Wangero: A Symbol of Cultural Reclamation

Dee’s transformation into Wangero is rich with symbolism. According to everyday use by alice walker
sparknotes, her name change and new fashion sense illustrate her attempt to reconnect with African
roots. However, Sparknotes also draws attention to the story’s subtle critique of Dee’s approach,
which can be seen as superficial or disconnected from the genuine heritage represented by the quilts.
Dee’s desire to hang the quilts on a wall contrasts starkly with Maggie’s intention to use them
practically, a conflict that embodies the broader debate over cultural authenticity.



Maggie: The Quiet Keeper of Tradition

Maggie, often overshadowed by her sister, emerges as a vital figure in the narrative. Sparknotes
portrays her as shy and scarred, embodying the continuity of family tradition through her lived
experience. Maggie’s acceptance of her heritage is humble and sincere, contrasting with Dee’s
assertiveness. This contrast serves as a narrative device to illustrate the different modes of engaging
with African American heritage—one grounded in everyday life, the other in ideological assertion.

Exploring Major Themes

Heritage and Identity

One of the most compelling themes uncovered in the Sparknotes analysis is the tension between two
interpretations of heritage. Dee’s approach represents a more politicized and aestheticized view of
African American identity that emerged during the Black Power movement. In contrast, Mama and
Maggie’s perspective is rooted in practical, lived experience, emphasizing “everyday use” of cultural
artifacts. This duality exposes the complexities of cultural identity formation, especially in post-Civil
Rights America.

Generational Conflict

The story vividly captures the rift between older and younger generations regarding cultural values.
Sparknotes highlights how Mama’s traditionalism clashes with Dee’s modernity, reflecting broader
societal shifts. This generational conflict is not only about heritage but also about changing notions of
self-expression and empowerment within the African American community.

Material Culture as Symbolic Capital

The quilts serve as a powerful symbol in “Everyday Use.” Sparknotes explains that these handcrafted
items represent more than family history—they embody the physical and emotional labor of
ancestors. Dee’s desire to possess the quilts as art objects contrasts with Maggie and Mama’s
intention to use them for their intended purpose. This dichotomy raises questions about the
commodification of culture and the meaning of authenticity.

Comparative Insights and Literary Significance

When placed alongside other African American literary works of the era, “Everyday Use” stands out
for its intimate portrayal of cultural identity struggles within a family unit. Sparknotes draws parallels
between Walker’s story and works by authors like Toni Morrison and Zora Neale Hurston, who also
explore themes of heritage and identity. However, Walker’s focus on the domestic sphere and the



subtle power dynamics between women offers a unique perspective.

Moreover, the story’s concise structure and use of first-person narration enhance its emotional
impact. Sparknotes notes that this narrative style invites readers to empathize with Mama’s
viewpoint, fostering a nuanced understanding of the story’s moral and cultural questions.

Pros and Cons of Using Sparknotes for “Everyday Use”

Pros: Sparknotes provides a clear, accessible summary and thematic breakdown that aids
comprehension, especially for students encountering the story for the first time. It
contextualizes the story within historical and cultural frameworks, enriching the reader’s
appreciation.

Cons: While helpful, Sparknotes sometimes simplifies complex themes and character
motivations, potentially glossing over subtleties in Walker’s prose. Readers seeking a deeper
literary analysis might find the notes insufficient without consulting additional scholarly sources.

Final Reflections on Everyday Use by Alice Walker
Sparknotes

The value of everyday use by alice walker sparknotes lies in its ability to distill a multifaceted
narrative into comprehensible segments without sacrificing core thematic elements. By examining the
story’s exploration of heritage, identity, and generational conflict through this analytical tool, readers
gain a clearer understanding of Alice Walker’s intentions and the cultural milieu that shaped the
narrative. However, the story’s enduring power ultimately rests on its nuanced character portrayals
and the quiet yet profound tensions that define the everyday experience of cultural legacy.
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Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students series. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
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Sparknotes, 2002 Get your A in gear! They're today's most popular study guides-with everything you
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Encouraging students to write about topics for which they have a passion or personal connection,
this text emphasizes the importance of primary research in developing writing skills and abilities.
Authors Lynée Lewis Gaillet and Michelle F. Eble have built a pedagogical approach that makes
archival and primary research interesting, urgent, and relevant to emerging writers. Students are
able to explore ways of analyzing their findings and presenting their results to their intended
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primary materials. Readings – Annotated readings with questions to guide analysis, pulled from a
variety of rich sources, that give students inspiration for undertaking their own research projects.
This text has a robust companion website that provides resources for instructors and students, with
sample syllabi, chapter overviews, lecture outlines, sample assignments, and a list of class
resources. Primary Research and Writing is an engaging textbook developed for students in the



beginning stages of their academic writing careers, and prepares its readers for a lifetime of
research and writing.
  everyday use by alice walker sparknotes: Alice Walker Mary Donnelly, 2010 An in-depth
analysis of Alice Walker, her writings, and the historical time period in which they were written.
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Illustrated with historical and contemporary photographs, this volume is both a celebration of Little
Zion's history and an invitation to share in its long life story.
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winners; twenty-nine essays on short-fiction history, theory, and world cultures; and three indexes.
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Jerald E. Brown, 2000 Samuel Lane, whose life in and around the town of Stratham, New
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day-to-day work Lane detailed provide a compelling view of life in colonial New Hampshire.
Together with his business records and family papers, Lane's diaries form an important part of the
New Hampshire Historical Society's collections. Basing his narrative on careful study of this rich
documentary legacy, historian Jerald E. Brown explores the life, career, and motivations of one man
and his family. In a preliminary essay, editor Donna-Belle Garvin introduces Lane's world to the
reader. The many illustrations of leatherworking, farming, surveying, buildings, bridges, crops,
animals, and gravestones draw readers into the complex world and work that shaped Lane and his
family. This fascinating tale is the most complete account now available of the life of a colonial New
England artisan and tradesman.
  everyday use by alice walker sparknotes: Time and Space in Literacy Research Catherine
Compton-Lilly, Erica Halverson, 2014-04-24 Literacy researchers interested in how specific sites of
learning situate students and the ways they make sense of their worlds are asking new questions
and thinking in new ways about how time and space operate as contextual dimensions in the
learning lives of students, teachers, and families. These investigations inform questions related to
history, identity, methodology, in-school and out-of school spaces, and local/global literacies. An
engaging blend of methodological, theoretical, and empirical work featuring well-known researchers
on the topic, this book provides a conceptual framework for extending existing conceptions of
context and provides unique and ground-breaking examples of empirical research.
  everyday use by alice walker sparknotes: Responding to Literature Judith A. Stanford, 1992

Related to everyday use by alice walker sparknotes
Mapa da Rússia - mapa online do país Mapa Rjazan Mapa Rostov Mapa Saha Mapa Sahalin
Mapa Samara Mapa Samarskaya Mapa Sankt-Peterburg Mapa Saratov Mapa Smolensk Mapa
Stavropol Mapa Sverdlovsk Mapa
Mapa - Ust-Katav () - mapa online da cidade - Veja o mapa da cidade Ust-Katav (), mapa online
da cidade, com bairros e ruas
Mapa - Moscow () - mapa online da cidade - Veja o mapa da cidade Moscow (), mapa online da
cidade, com bairros e ruas
Mapa - Zavodoukovsk () - mapa online da cidade Veja o mapa da cidade Zavodoukovsk (), mapa
online da cidade, com bairros e ruas
Mapas Online - países, estados, cidades e ruas Mapa da Costa do Marfim Mapa da Ilha Bouvet
Mapa de Maurícia Mapa de Seicheles Mapa das Ilhas Feroe Mapa de Serra Leoa Mapa de Wallis e
Futuna Mapa da Libéria Mapa de Ruanda
Mapa Moscow - mapa online do estado - Veja o mapa Moscow, mapa online do estado, com
cidades e bairros
Mapa da Paraíba - mapa online do estado Mapas das cidades da Paraíba São Domingos de
Pombal Cuité de Mamanguape Nova Olinda São José dos Ramos Campina Grande Lagoa de Dentro
Passagem Sobrado João Pessoa
Mapa da Bahia - mapa online do estado Mapas das cidades da Bahia Adustina Lajedo do Tabocal



Porto Seguro Cairu Ipecaetá Buerarema Feira de Santana Maiquinique Seabra Valença Dário Meira
Belo Campo Ibiassucê
Mapa do Espirito Santo - mapa online do estado Mapas das cidades do Espirito Santo Iúna
Ecoporanga Pinheiros Atilio Vivacqua Linhares Água Doce do Norte Marataízes Mucurici Vitória
Ibitirama Laranja da Terra Castelo São José do
Mapa - João Pessoa (PB) - mapa online da cidade Veja o mapa da cidade João Pessoa (PB), mapa
online da cidade, com bairros e ruas
What Is Climate Change? - Science@NASA   What Is Climate Change? Climate change is a long-
term change in the average weather patterns that have come to define Earth’s local, regional and
global climates. These
Climate change - Wikipedia Present-day climate change includes both global warming —the
ongoing increase in global average temperature —and its wider effects on Earth's climate system.
Climate change in a
Climate change | Definition, Causes, Effects, & Facts | Britannica   Climate change, the
periodic modification of Earth’s climate caused by atmospheric changes and the atmosphere’s
interactions with geologic, chemical, biological,
What is climate change? A really simple guide - BBC   Climate change is the long-term shift in
the Earth's average temperatures and weather conditions. The world has been warming up quickly
over the past 100 years or so. As
What Is Climate Change? | United Nations - الأمم المتحدة Climate change refers to long-term
shifts in temperatures and weather patterns. Such shifts can be natural, due to changes in the sun’s
activity or large volcanic eruptions. But since the 1800s,
Climate Change - National Geographic Society   Climate change is a long-term shift in global or
regional climate patterns. Often climate change refers specifically to the rise in global temperatures
from the mid-20th century
Progress of Global Climate Change 1 day ago  Progress of human-induced and observed global
warming, greenhouse gas emissions, the remaining carbon budget, and sea levels. Relevant to the
Paris Agreement,
Climate change impacts - National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration   Climate
change affects the environment in many different ways, including rising temperatures, sea level rise,
drought, flooding, and more. These events affect things that we
Climate Change Overview | Climate Change Knowledge Portal The Climate Change Knowledge
Portal (CCKP) provides global data on historical and future climate, vulnerabilities, and impacts.
Explore them via Country and Watershed views. Access
What is climate change and why does it matter? - Natural History Climate change is the
defining issue of our time. Find out how global warming affects people and animals around the
world, how we know it's happening, and whether we can fix it
Get directions & show routes in Google Maps You can get directions for driving, public transit,
walking, ride sharing, cycling, flight, or motorcycle on Google Maps. If there are multiple routes, the
best route to your destination is blue. All other
Get started with Google Maps Get started with Google Maps This article will help you set up,
learn the basics and explain various features of Google Maps. You can use the Google Maps app on
your mobile device or
Street View in Google Maps verwenden Street View in Google Maps verwenden Mit Street View
in Google Maps und Google Earth können Sie Sehenswürdigkeiten und Naturwunder auf der ganzen
Welt sowie Orte wie
In Google Maps nach Orten suchen In Google Maps nach Orten suchen In Google Maps können
Sie nach Orten suchen. Wenn Sie sich in Google Maps anmelden, erhalten Sie genauere
Suchergebnisse. Beispielsweise finden
Google Maps Help Official Google Maps Help Center where you can find tips and tutorials on using
Google Maps and other answers to frequently asked questions



Buscar ubicaciones en Google Maps Buscar ubicaciones en Google Maps Puedes buscar sitios y
ubicaciones en Google Maps. Si inicias sesión en Google Maps, obtendrás resultados de búsqueda
más detallados. Puedes
Rechercher des lieux sur Google Maps Rechercher des lieux sur Google Maps Google Maps vous
permet de rechercher des lieux et des établissements. En vous connectant à Google Maps, vous
pouvez obtenir des résultats de
Obtenir et afficher les itinéraires dans Google Maps Google Maps vous permet d'obtenir des
itinéraires en voiture, en transports en commun, à pied, en partage de course, à vélo, en avion ou à
moto. Si plusieurs itinéraires vers votre destination
Google Maps Ajuda Centro de ajuda oficial do Google Maps,
ondepoderáencontrarsugestõesetutoriaissobrecomoutilizaroprodutoeoutrasrespostasaperguntasmais
frequentes
Mapy Google - Pomoc Oficjalne centrum pomocy Mapy Google, gdzie nauczysz się znajdować
firmy, miejsca i najlepszą trasę pomiędzy dowolnymi punktami na mapie. Dowiedz się jak tworzyć
własne mapy, dodać
System Volume Information 究竟是什么？如何删除？ - 知乎 System Volume Information 是存放 Windows系统还原点的数据,
清除文件夹的内容：右键点击开始按钮>运行> cleanmgr>选择C盘>清理系统文件>勾选要清理的数据后对C盘进行一下清理. 彻
如何评价2024年美赛？ - 知乎 提供的文件： Wimbledon_featured_matches.csv – 2023年温布尔登男子单打第二轮后的比赛数据集。
data_dictionary.csv – 数据集的描述。 data_examples – 帮助理解提供的数据的例子。
英国的King’s College School in Wimbledon怎么样？ - 知乎 King's College School, Wimbledon，也被称为国王学院学校、
KCS、King's或者KCS Wimbledon，是一所选择性的英国私立学校，位于英格兰西南伦敦布尔登。 1829 年，国王学
如何彻底删除搜狗输入法? - 知乎 先正常卸载，控制面板输入法那里也删除，发现还是会启动搜狗，安装强力卸载软件《Super File Shredder》，找到
sougouinput 文件夹（这个就是搜狗云等自启动程序在的地方，直接删除是
能分析一下威尔胜威尔逊Wilson费德勒网球拍k90,b90,n90的各个 The nCode was a bit more muted in feel and lighter to
swing, the k-Factor was heavy and stiff but offered a good amount of power, the BLX was again a bit
lighter and muted and the Amplifeel
伦艺UAL圣马丁, 切尔西和温布尔登的MA fine art，哪个比较有前   CSM教师信息 Chelsea教师 Wimbledon 教师 Wimbledon教师 4 / 想选
择一个比较跨界的，比较自由的，能潜下心做一些有思考有研究的作品的 总结来说，就是： 中央圣马
如何买到温布尔登网球公开赛的门票？ - 知乎 Wimbledon Park 9:30开门售票，所以中间有很长一段时间是要排队等在门口的。 这时工作人员会依次问要购买哪个球场的票，
给我们带上不同颜色的手环区分，并根据手环的颜色将中央球
在伦敦艺术大学 (University of the Arts London) 就读是怎样一番体 伦艺是由六所学院组成的，包括有：坎伯韦尔艺术学院（Camberwell
College of Arts CAM）、中央圣马丁艺术学院（Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design CSM）、切尔西艺术学
伦敦艺术大学UAL有几个学院，每个学院的优势专业是什么？ - 知乎 谢谢邀请。 伦敦艺术大学UAL和她的九个学院，大家比较熟悉的基本上是艺术与设计的六所学院，其实伦艺还是另
外三所学院。 1：中央圣马丁艺术与设计学院 优势专业：工业设计 2：伦敦
最值得买的网球推荐-最佳平价耐打网球排行榜【2022年12月】 WIMBLEDON作为ITF认证的高品质比赛用球，球毡采用羊毛、涤纶与棉混纺的麦尔登呢，帮助网球产生旋
转，增加与空气的摩擦，方便控制球速与路径。 而高达75%的羊毛含量，使网球更
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