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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PoLITICAL ScIENCE RANKING: A Deep DIVE INTO ITS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING IS A TOPIC OF CONSIDERABLE INTEREST FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS,
ACADEMICIANS, AND POLITICAL ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE. KNOWN FOR ITS ROBUST CURRICULUM, DISTINGUISHED FACULTY, AND
STRATEGIC LOCATION IN \X/ASHINGTON, DCI AMERICAN UNIVERSITY STANDS OUT AS A PROMINENT INSTITUTION FOR
POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDIES. |F YOU’RE EXPLORING TOP UNIVERSITIES THAT OFFER COMPREHENSIVE POLITICAL SCIENCE
PROGRAMS, UNDERSTANDING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POSITION IN NATIONAL AND GLOBAL RANKINGS CAN PROVIDE VALUABLE
INSIGHTS INTO WHAT MAKES THIS INSTITUTION A PREFERRED CHOICE.

UNDERSTANDING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING

W/HEN EVALUATING THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING, IT’S IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER MULTIPLE FACTORS
THAT CONTRIBUTE TO ITS REPUTATION. RANKINGS OFTEN TAKE INTO ACCOUNT FACULTY EXPERTISE, RESEARCH OUTPUT,
STUDENT SATISFACTION, EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES, AND ACADEMIC RESOURCES. AMERICAN UNIVERSITY CONSISTENTLY RANKS
AMONG THE TOP POLITICAL SCIENCE SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES, THANKS TO ITS COMMITMENT TO FOSTERING CRITICAL
THINKING AND PRACTICAL SKILLS IN POLITICAL ANALYSIS.

THE UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT BENEFITS FROM TS PROXIMITY TO THE HEART OF AMERICAN POLITICS—THE
NATION’S CAPITAL. THIS GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAGE OFFERS STUDENTS UNPARALLELED ACCESS TO INTERNSHIPS, GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES, THINK TANKS, AND NGOS, ENRICHING THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE BEYOND THE CLASSROOM.

Key MeTRICS BEHIND THE RANKINGS

SEVERAL ORGANIZATIONS PUBLISH RANKINGS FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS, INCLUDING U.S. NEws & W orLD RePorT, QS
W/ orLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS, AND THE ACADEMIC RANKING OF W/ ORLD UNIVERSITIES. THEY ASSESS:

- ¥*¥EAcULTY CREDENTIALS AND RESEARCH: ¥ * AMERICAN UNIVERSITY BOASTS A FACULTY WITH EXTENSIVE BACKGROUNDS IN
POLITICAL THEORY, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND POLICY ANALYSIS, MANY OF WHOM ARE PUBLISHED AUTHORS AND ACTIVE
RESEARCHERS.

- ¥**STUDENT OUTCOMES: ¥ * GRADUATES OFTEN SECURE INFLUENTIAL ROLES IN GOVERNMENT, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR, REFLECTING WELL ON THE PROGRAM’S CAREER PREPARATION.

- **STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:** OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH, STUDY ABROAD, AND PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL
SIMULATIONS CONTRIBUTE TO A VIBRANT LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.

- ¥* ACADEMIC RESOURCES: ¥ * ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED LIBRARIES, RESEARCH CENTERS LIKE THE CENTER FOR CONGRESSIONAL
AND PRESIDENTIAL STUDIES, AND REGULAR GUEST LECTURES FROM POLITICAL FIGURES ADD VALUE.

’

WHY AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IS A TorP CHOICE FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE
STUDENTS

CHOOSING A UNIVERSITY FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST RANKINGS. AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S STRENGTHS LIE
INITS ABILITY TO COMBINE ACADEMIC RIGOR WITH REAL-WORLD EXPOSURE, MAKING IT A COMPELLING OPTION.

LocATioN: THE ULTIMATE ADVANTAGE

LOCATED IN WASHINGTON, DC, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OFFERS STUDENTS A FRONT-ROW SEAT TO THE POLITICAL ARENA.
THIS PROXIMITY ALLOWS FOR:



- INTERNSHIPS WITH CONGRESS, FEDERAL AGENCIES, AND INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
- NETWORKING EVENTS WITH POLICYMAKERS AND DIPLOMATS
- PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS AND ADVOCACY GROUPS

SUCH EXPERIENCES ARE CRUCIAL FOR STUDENTS WHO WANT TO DIVE DEEP INTO AMERICAN POLITICS OR INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS, AND THEY HEAVILY INFLUENCE THE UNIVERSITY’S RANKING BY DEMONSTRATING PRACTICAL ENGAGEMENT.

DiVERSE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS AND SPECIALIZATIONS

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES A WIDE RANGE OF SPECIALIZATIONS, INCLUDING!:

- CoMPARATIVE PoLITICS

- INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

- AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

- PoLiTicaL THeEORY

- PusLic PoLicY AND ADMINISTRATION

THIS DIVERSITY ENABLES STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR STUDIES TO THEIR CAREER GOALS, WHETHER THEY AIM TO WORK IN
DIPLOMACY, POLICY ANALYSIS, OR ACADEMIA. THE UNIVERSITY ALSO OFFERS JOINT DEGREE PROGRAMS AND INTERDISCIPLINARY
OPTIONS, FURTHER ENHANCING ITS APPEAL.

How RANKINGS REFLECT STUDENT EXPERIENCE AND EMPLOYABILITY

W/HILE NUMERICAL RANKINGS ARE HELPFUL, THEY ULTIMATELY REFLECT THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION AND OPPORTUNITIES
STUDENTS RECEIVE. AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING IS BOLSTERED BY ITS STRONG ALUMNI NETWORK AND
CAREER SUPPORT SERVICES.

CAREER SERVICES AND ALUMNI SUCCESS

THE UNIVERSITY’S CAREER CENTER PROVIDES TAILORED SUPPORT FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS, INCLUDING RESUME
\WORKSHOPS, INTERVIEW PREPARATION, AND JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. GRADUATES HAVE GONE ON TO HOLD SIGNIFICANT
POSITIONS IN:

- FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS

- INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE UNITED NATIONS
- THINK TANKS AND ADVOCACY GROUPS

- MEDIA AND JOURNALISM

THESE OUTCOMES INDICATE THAT THE PROGRAM NOT ONLY PREPARES STUDENTS ACADEMICALLY BUT ALSO EQUIPS THEM WITH
THE SKILLS NEEDED TO THRIVE PROFESSIONALLY.

STUDENT RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS

ANOTHER FACTOR INFLUENCING THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING IS THE DEPARTMENT’S EMPHASIS ON
RESEARCH. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENGAGE IN INDEPENDENT STUDIES, CONTRIBUTE TO ACADEMIC JOURNALS, AND
PRESENT AT CONFERENCES. THIS CULTURE OF SCHOLARSHIP ENHANCES LEARNING AND POSITIONS STUDENTS COMPETITIVELY FOR
GRADUATE PROGRAMS.



CoMPARING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY To OTHER TopP POLITICAL SCIENCE
PROGRAMS

IN THE LANDSCAPE OF POLITICAL SCIENCE EDUCATION, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY HOLDS ITS OWN AGAINST PEER INSTITUTIONS LIKE
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, JOHNS HoPkINS UNIVERSITY, AND GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON UNIVERSITY. EACH OF THESE SCHOOLS
HAS UNIQUE STRENGTHS, BUT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S BLEND OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND PRACTICAL OPPORTUNITIES MAKES
IT A STANDOUT.

WHAT SETS AMERICAN UNIVERSITY APART?

- ¥*¥FEocus oN EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING:** MANY POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS EMPHASIZE THEORY, BUT AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY BALANCES THIS WITH HANDS-ON EXPERIENCES.

- **|NTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION:** THE UNIVERSITY ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO COMBINE POLITICAL SCIENCE WITH
ECONOMICS, SOCIOLOGY, OR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES.

- ¥*¥STRONG FACULTY-STUDENT INTERACTION:** SMALLER CLASS SIZES AND ACCESSIBLE PROFESSORS FOSTER MENTORSHIP
AND PERSONALIZED LEARNING.

TIPS FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S
PoLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM

IF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING PIQUES YOUR INTEREST, THERE ARE A FEW STRATEGIES TO CONSIDER
DURING YOUR APPLICATION PROCESS:

¢ HIGHLIGHT RELEVANT EXPERIENCE: |NTERNSHIPS, VOLUNTEER WORK, OR INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS CAN
STRENGTHEN YOUR APPLICATION.

® SHOWCASE RESEARCH INTERESTS: DEMONSTRATE YOUR PASSION FOR SPECIFIC POLITICAL SCIENCE TOPICS IN YOUR
ESSAYS AND INTERVIEWS.

® ENGAGE WITH FACULTY: REACH OUT TO PROFESSORS WHOSE WORK ALIGNS WITH YOUR INTERESTS TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE PROGRAM.

¢ UTiLize CAMPUS RESOURCES: EXPLORE STUDY ABROAD OPTIONS, RESEARCH CENTERS, AND EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES THAT COMPLEMENT YOUR ACADEMIC GOALS.

THe FUTURE OF PoLITICAL SCIENCE AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

AS GLOBAL POLITICAL LANDSCAPES EVOLVE, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY CONTINUES TO ADAPT ITS CURRICULUM AND RESEARCH
FOCUS TO ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES. EMERGING FIELDS LIKE CYBER POLITICS, GLOBAL SECURITY, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ARE GAINING PROMINENCE WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT, ENSURING STUDENTS STAY AHEAD OF THE CURVE.

THIS FORW ARD-THINKING APPROACH CONTRIBUTES TO MAINTAINING AND ENHANCING THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL
SCIENCE RANKING, ATTRACTING STUDENTS WHO WANT TO MAKE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT IN THE WORLD OF POLITICS AND
GOVERNANCE.

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY REMAINS A BEACON FOR THOSE PASSIONATE ABOUT POLITICAL SCIENCE, OFFERING A RICH BLEND OF
ACADEMIC DEPTH, PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, AND STRATEGIC LOCATION THAT FEW OTHER INSTITUTIONS CAN MATCH. \W/HETHER



YOU’RE AIMING FOR A CAREER IN GOVERNMENT, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, OR POLICY RESEARCH, THIS UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL
SCIENCE PROGRAM IS WELL-POSITIONED TO HELP YOU ACHIEVE YOUR AMBITIONS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is AMERICAN UNIVERSITY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM RANKING IN 2024?

As oF 2024, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM IS RANKED AMONG THE ToP 100 IN THE UNITED STATES,
REFLECTING ITS STRONG FACULTY, RESEARCH OUTPUT, AND STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES.

How poes AMERICAN UNIVERSITY COMPARE TO OTHER UNIVERSITIES IN POLITICAL
SCIENCE RANKINGS?

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IS OFTEN RANKED IN THE MID TO UPPER TIER AMONG U.S. UNIVERSITIES FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE,
RECOGNIZED FOR ITS FOCUS ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND PUBLIC POLICY.

\W/HICH RANKING ORGANIZATIONS EVALUATE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY'S POLITICAL
SCIENCE PROGRAM?P

ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS U.S. NEws & W oRrLD REPORT, QS WorLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS, AND ACADEMIC RANKING OF
W orLD UNIVERSITIES (ARW/U) EVALUATE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM.

\WHAT FACTORS INFLUENCE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING?

FACTORS INCLUDE FACULTY RESEARCH, STUDENT SELECTIVITY, GRADUATION RATES, ACADEMIC REPUTATION, AND THE
AVAILABILITY OF INTERNSHIPS AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING IN POLITICAL SCIENCE.

HAs AMERICAN UNIVERSITY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING IMPROVED RECENTLY?

YES/ AMERICAN UNIVERSITY HAS SEEN A GRADUAL IMPROVEMENT IN ITS POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING DUE TO ENHANCED RESEARCH
INITIATIVES AND INCREASED FACULTY PUBLICATIONS.

Is AMERICAN UNIVERSITY KNOWN FOR ANY SPECIALTIES WITHIN POLITICAL SCIENCEP

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IS PARTICULARLY NOTED FOR ITS STRENGTHS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, SECURITY STUDIES, AND
PUBLIC POLICY WITHIN ITS POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM.

How ACCESSIBLE IS AMERICAN UNIVERSITY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM FOR
GRADUATE STUDIES?

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OFFERS COMPETITIVE GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE, INCLUDING MASTER'S AND PH.D.
OPTIONS, WITH STRONG CONNECTIONS TO W ASHINGTON D.C. POLICY INSTITUTIONS.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND THE LATEST AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM
RANKINGS?

THE LATEST RANKINGS CAN BE FOUND ON WEBSITES LIKE U.S. NEws § W oRrLD RePORT, QS RANKINGS, AND THE OFFICIAL
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WEBSITE UNDER THEIR ACADEMIC PROGRAMS SECTION.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PoLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING: AN IN-DEPTH EXAMINATION

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING IS A TOPIC OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST TO PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS,
ACADEMICS, AND POLICYMAKERS ALIKE. AS POLITICAL SCIENCE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE IN RESPONSE TO GLOBAL POLITICAL
DYNAMICS, THE REPUTATION AND RANKING OF UNIVERSITIES OFFERING THIS DISCIPLINE BECOME CRITICAL INDICATORS OF PROGRAM
QUALITY, FACULTY EXPERTISE, AND RESEARCH IMPACT. AMERICAN UNIVERSITYI LOCATED IN \X/ASHINGTON/ DCI HOLDS A
DISTINCTIVE POSITION WITHIN THIS LANDSCAPE, BLENDING ACADEMIC RIGOR WITH PROXIMITY TO THE HEART OF U.S. poLITICS.
THIS ARTICLE INVESTIGATES THE NUANCES OF AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING, CONTEXTUALIZES ITS
STANDING AMONG PEER INSTITUTIONS, AND EXPLORES THE FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE ITS REPUTATION IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
EDUCATION.

UNDERSTANDING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM IS OFTEN HIGHLIGHTED FOR ITS PRACTICAL ORIENTATION, LEVERAGING ITS
LOCATION NEAR CAPITOL HILL, FEDERAL AGENCIES, AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. RANKINGS FROM VARIOUS
EDUCATIONAL EVALUATORS SUCH AS U.S. NEws § W oRrLD REPORT, QS W ORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS, AND THE NATIONAL
ResearRcH COUNCIL PROVIDE DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES ON THE PROGRAM’S NATIONAL AND GLOBAL STATUS. GENERALLY,
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY RANKS WITHIN THE TOP 50 POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS IN THE UNITED STATES, A TESTAMENT TO ITS
STRENGTH IN PUBLIC POLICY, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND POLITICAL THEORY.

THE UNIVERSITY’S POSITIONING IS INFLUENCED BY SEVERAL KEY METRICS INCLUDING FACULTY PUBLICATIONS, CITATIONS,
STUDENT SELECTIVITY, FACULTY-STUDENT RATIO, AND POST-GRADUATE EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES. ITS EMPHASIS ON
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING THROUGH INTERNSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH GOVERNMENT ENTITIES FURTHER ENHANCES ITS APPEAL
AND RANK STABILITY. HO\X/EVER, WHEN COMPARED TO VY LEAGUE INSTITUTIONS AND WELL-ESTABLISHED PUBLIC RESEARCH
UNIVERSITIES, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY FACES CHALLENGES RELATED TO FUNDING SCALE AND RESEARCH VOLUME.

Key FACTORS DRIVING THE RANKING

To APPRECIATE THE DYNAMICS BEHIND THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO ANALYZE THE
FOLLOWING COMPONENTS!

o FACULTY EXPERTISE AND RESEARCH OUTPUT: AMERICAN UNIVERSITY BOASTS A CADRE OF SCHOLARS SPECIALIZING IN
AMERICAN POLITICS, COMPARATIVE POLITICS, AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. FACULTY MEMBERS HAVE PUBLISHED IN
PRESTIGIOUS JOURNALS AND FREQUENTLY CONTRIBUTE TO POLICY DEBATES, BOOSTING THE PROGRAM’S ACADEMIC
PRESTIGE.

* LOCATION ADVANTAGE: SITUATED IN WASHINGTON, DC, THE UNIVERSITY OFFERS UNPARALLELED ACCESS TO
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS, THINK TANKS, AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. THIS PROXIMITY FACILITATES
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE HEAVILY WEIGHTED IN RANKING ASSESSMENTS.

e CURRICULUM AND SPECIALIZATIONS: THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT OFFERS ROBUST TRACKS IN SECURITY
STUDIES, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR EDUCATION TO EMERGING
GLOBAL CHALLENGES.

o ALUMNI NETWORK AND CAREER OUTCOMES: GRADUATES OFTEN SECURE ROLES IN GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, NGOS, AND
INTERNATIONAL BODIES, REFLECTING POSITIVELY ON THE PROGRAM’S REPUTATION AND EMPLOY ABILITY METRICS.



CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: AMERICAN UNIVERSITY VS. PEER INSTITUTIONS

\X/HEN PLACING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING IN CONTEXT, IT IS INSTRUCTIVE TO COMPARE IT AGAINST
OTHER NOTABLE UNIVERSITIES WITH STRONG POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS, SUCH AS GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, JOHNS
HopPkINs UNIVERSITY, AND THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY.

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES COMPARED TO COMPETITORS

o GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY: ALSO LOCATED IN W ASHINGTON, D.C., GEORGETOWN TYPICALLY RANKS HIGHER DUE TO ITS
LARGER ENDOWMENT , EXTENSIVE RESEARCH FUNDING, AND BROADER COURSE OFFERINGS. TS SCHOOL OF FOREIGN SERVICE
IS PARTICULARLY RENOWNED, WHICH OCCASIONALLY OVERSHADOWS AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT.

¢ JoHNS HopPkiNs UNIVERSITY: KNOWN FOR ITS RIGOROUS RESEARCH OUTPUT, JOHNS HOPKINS EXCELS IN QUANTITATIVE
POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, OFTEN RANKING IN THE TOP 20 NATIONALLY. AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
MATCHES WITH STRENGTHS IN POLICY APPLICATIONS BUT TRAILS IN RESEARCH INTENSITY.

o UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY: BERKELEY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM IS FREQUENTLY PLACED AMONG THE
Top 10 IN THE NATION, DRIVEN BY A STRONG EMPHASIS ON POLITICAL THEORY AND EMPIRICAL METHODS. AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY/ WHILE REPUTABLE, DOES NOT YET COMMAND SUCH HIGH RESEARCH PRESTIGE.

THESE COMPARISONS HIGHLIGHT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S NICHE: A PROGRAM DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN THE PRACTICAL POLITICAL
ECOSYSTEM OF THE CAPITAL, OFFERING EXPERIENTIAL BENEFITS THAT TRADITIONAL RESEARCH-HEAVY INSTITUTIONS MAY LACK.

ACADEMIC FEATURES INFLUENCING THE POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING

SEVERAL ACADEMIC AND INSTITUTIONAL ATTRIBUTES CONTRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING BEYOND
JUST RAW NUMBERS.

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH AND POLICY INTEGRATION

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY INTEGRATES POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDIES WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS, INTERNATIONAL SERVICE, AND LAW,
PROMOTING A MULTIDISCIPLINARY UNDERSTANDING OF POLITICAL PHENOMENA. THIS APPROACH ALIGNS WITH CONTEMPORARY
EDUCATIONAL DEMANDS, WHERE STUDENTS SEEK SKILLS APPLICABLE IN COMPLEX POLICY ENVIRONMENTS. THE CURRICULUM
ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN REAL-\WORLD PROBLEM SOLVING AND POLICY ANALYSIS, AN ASPECT THAT DISTINGUISHES
IT FROM MORE THEORY-HEAVY PROGRAMS.

FAcuLTY AND RESEARCH CENTERS

THE UNIVERSITY HOSTS SPECIALIZED RESEARCH CENTERS SUCH AS THE CENTER FOR CONGRESSIONAL AND PRESIDENTIAL STUDIES
AND THE ScHooL oF PusLic AFFAIRSI WHICH FOSTER FACULTY-LED RESEARCH AND STUDENT INVOLVEMENT IN CURRENT
POLITICAL ISSUES. THESE CENTERS CONTRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSITY’S VISIBILITY IN POLICY CIRCLES AND ACADEMIC DISCOURSE,
FACTORS THAT POSITIVELY INFLUENCE RANKING ASSESSMENTS.



STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM BENEFITS FROM A ROBUST FRAMEW ORK OF INTERNSHIPS, SEMINARS, AND
SPEAKER SERIES FEATURING PROMINENT POLITICAL FIGURES AND SCHOLARS. THIS ENVIRONMENT NOT ONLY ENRICHES THE STUDENT
EXPERIENCE BUT ALSO ENHANCES THE PROGRAM’S ATTRACTIVENESS TO RANKING BODIES EMPHASIZING CAREER READINESS.

CHALLENGES AND AREAS FOR GROWTH

DESPITE THESE STRENGTHS, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING REFLECTS CERTAIN LIMITATIONS THAT THE
INSTITUTION CONTINUES TO ADDRESS.

ReseARCH FUNDING AND OUTPUT

COMPARED TO TOP-TIER RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY ALLOCATES FEWER RESOURCES TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
RESEARCH, AFFECTING THE VOLUME AND INFLUENCE OF SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS. ENHANCING GRANT ACQUISITION AND
RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE COULD IMPROVE ITS ACADEMIC STANDING.

NATIONAL VS. GLOBAL RECOGNITION

W/HILE THE UNIVERSITY ENJOYS A STRONG NATIONAL REPUTATION, PARTICULARLY IN \X/ASHINGTONI DC, ITS GLOBAL RANKING
IN POLITICAL SCIENCE IS MODERATE. EXPANDING INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS AND DIVERSIFYING FACULTY EXPERTISE
COULD BOOST ITS GLOBAL PROFILE.

COMPETITION FOR TALENT

ATTRACTING TOP-TIER FACULTY AND HIGHLY COMPETITIVE STUDENTS REMAINS A CHALLENGE AMID INTENSE COMPETITION FROM
MORE ESTABLISHED UNIVERSITIES. STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS IN FACULTY RECRUITMENT AND STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS MAY HELP
ELEVATE THE PROGRAM’S QUALITY AND RANKINGS.

THE RoLE oF RANKINGS IN STUDENT DeCISION-MAKING

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS OFTEN RELY HEAVILY ON RANKINGS TO GUIDE THEIR EDUCATIONAL CHOICES. THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING, WHILE INFORMATIVE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ALONGSIDE OTHER QUALITATIVE FACTORS SUCH AS
FACULTY INTERESTS, CURRICULUM STRENGTHS, INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, AND CAMPUS CULTURE. GIVEN AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY’S UNIQUE ADVANTAGES IN POLICY ENGAGEMENT AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING, IT MAY BE PARTICULARLY SUITED FOR
STUDENTS SEEKING A POLITICALLY IMMERSIVE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT RATHER THAN PURELY ACADEMIC RESEARCH TRAINING.

BALANCING RANKINGS WITH CAREER GOALS

FOR STUDENTS AIMING FOR CAREERS IN GOVERNMENT, ADVOCACY, OR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
OFFERS DIRECT PATHWAYS AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES THAT MAY OUTWEIGH A MARGINALLY HIGHER RANKING ELSEWHERE.
CONVERSELY/ THOSE PURSUING ACADEMIC OR RESEARCH-INTENSIVE CAREERS MIGHT PRIORITIZE INSTITUTIONS WITH HIGHER
RESEARCH RANKINGS.

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE RANKING, THEREFORE, PRESENTS A NUANCED PICTURE — A SOLID MID-TIER PROGRAM



WITH DISTINCTIVE EXPERIENTIAL STRENGTHS BUT WITH ROOM FOR GROWTH IN RESEARCH PROMINENCE AND GLOBAL RECOGNITION.
ITs LOCATION, INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH, AND FOCUS ON PRACTICAL POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT CONTINUE TO MAKE IT A
COMPELLING CHOICE WITHIN THE COMPETITIVE FIELD OF POLITICAL SCIENCE EDUCATION.
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leader, dominating the list of the world’s top research universities. But there are signs that
America’s position of global leadership will face challenges in the future, as it has in other realms of
international competition. American Universities in a Global Market addresses the variety of issues
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universities in the Middle East.
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Higher Education Downing, Kevin, Ganotice, Jr., Fraide A., 2016-10-06 Delivering quality education
to students while remaining competitive at an international level is only one of the many challenges
universities face today. To attain their goals, universities must adopt new strategies to achieve
academic excellence. World University Rankings and the Future of Higher Education is a pivotal
reference source for the latest scholarly research on the implementation of a ranking system for
higher education institutions, providing a thorough overview of the impacts of these rankings on
educational quality. Exploring the benefits and challenges of this system in a global context, this
book is ideally designed for academicians, researchers, students, administrators, and policy makers
interested in the effects of university rankings in the education sector and beyond.
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2019-09-06 Open government initiatives have become a defining goal for public administrators
around the world. As technology and social media tools become more integrated into society, they
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